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the Most Help
Receive the Most Help

• For the first time ever, America’s seniors
enrolled in the Medicare program have
access to a prescription drug benefit.

• Seniors choose the benefit that best fits
their needs.  Either a standard benefit
administered by the Medicare Program, or
a benefit offered through a private
provider.  A benefit offered by a private
provider must be equal in value to the
standard benefit, which includes:

• A monthly premium of about $35

• A deductible of $250

• Prescription drug coverage is 75% up to
$2250

• Protection from high out-of-pocket costs.
When total spending reaches $3600,
copays are $2 for generics and $5 for
brand-name drugs.

• Here is a sampling of what popular
prescription drugs will cost under the new
Medicare law (examples are for a 30
tablet prescription):

Lopressor: $9.20 instead of $45.99
Imdur: $9.78 instead of $48.89
Lipitor: $21.73 instead of $108.65
Fosamax: $16.09 instead of $80.45
Celebrex: $17.26 instead of $86.28

Voluntary
Prescription
Drug Benefit

Prescription Drug
Discount Card
• Immediate help is available to make prescription

drugs more affordable for all seniors thorough a
voluntary prescription drug card.

• Seniors save 10-25% off the costs of most
medicines through this card, which is approved
by the Medicare program.

• Seniors simply take the card to their local
pharmacy and receive the discount.

• All seniors can begin applying for the card after
May 3rd and start using them on June 1st.

• About 7 million low-income seniors will
qualify for additional federal subsidies of
$1,200 to help purchase prescription drugs for
the 18 month period starting June 1, 2004.

• 173,000 Missouri seniors at low incomes will
receive an additional $600 subsidy, along with
the discount card, to help purchase drugs in
2004 and 2005.  That is a total of $208 million
in low-income assistance to Missouri alone.

• 888,000 Missouri seniors will have access
to a Medicare prescription drug benefit for
the first time in Medicare’s 40 year history
beginning in 2006, including 214,000
seniors without current coverage for
prescription drugs.

•  269,000 low income seniors in Missouri
(with incomes below 135% of federal
poverty level and limited savings) will pay
no premiums, no deductibles, no gap in
coverage and no more than $2 per
prescription for generic drugs and $5 per
prescription for brand name drugs.

• 62,000 additional low-income seniors in
Missouri (with incomes between 135% of
federal poverty level and limited savings)
will pay premiums on a sliding scale, a
$50 deductible, and 15% of drug costs
with no gap in coverage.  After spending
$3,600 out-of-pocket in a year, co-
payments will be $2 for generic drugs and
$5 for brand name drugs.



Contact Senator Kit Bond...

• Traditional Medicare is strengthened and
improved to keep up with advancements in
health care, including disease management
and preventive care.

• Seniors can have a “Welcome to Medicare”
physical, which includes service such as
vaccinations, cancer screening, diabetes
self-management, glaucoma screening,
cardiovascular screening, and more.

• Preventive care is expanded under a better
Medicare.  Preventive care pays for a senior to
stay healthy.  For example, under the old
system, Medicare would pay for the amputation
of a diabetic’s limb, but not the medicine that
would have prevented such drastic surgery.

• Health Savings Accounts that will allow
individuals to set aside tax-free, portable,
savings for lifetime health care needs where
contributions can be made by individuals,
employers and family members.

• Better Medicare means that seniors have choices:

• Seniors can choose to stay in traditional
Medicare.

• Seniors can choose to stay in traditional
Medicare and choose a Medicare-
sponsored prescription drug benefit.

• Seniors can choose a Medicare-
Advantage plan, which offers the same
types of health care insurance available
to Members of Congress and other
federal employees.

“After ten years of talk and inaction, Congress

has finally delivered a better Medicare and a

voluntary prescription drug benefit.  The new

Medicare law provides voluntary prescription

drug coverage at little cost to those who need it

most—seniors with the lowest incomes.  It will

provide substantial relief to those with very

high drug costs and relief to millions more.

In a country as prosperous as ours we can no

longer tolerate situations where seniors have to

split their pills in half or can not fill necessary

prescriptions because they can not afford the

vital drugs they need.”

– U.S. SENATOR KIT BOND

Better Medicare
Medicare
Facts for
Seniors:
From U.S.  Senator Kit Bond

How The New
Law Benefits You

WASHINGTON DC
274 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510
Tel: 202-224-5721
www.bond.senate.gov

JEFFERSON CITY
Office of Constituent Services
308 East High St., #202
Jefferson City, MO 65101
Tel: 573-634-2488
Fax: 573-634-6005

KANSAS CITY
911 Main St., Suite 2224
Kansas City, MO 64105
Tel: 816-471-7141
Fax: 816-471-7338

ST. LOUIS
7700 Bonhomme, #615
St. Louis, MO 63105
Tel: 314-725-4484
Fax: 314-727-3548

CAPE GIRARDEAU
339 Broadway, Rm. 140
Cape Girardeau, MO 63701
Tel: 573-334-7044
Fax: 573-334-7352

SPRINGFIELD
1700 South Campbell, Suite E
Springfield, MO 65807
Tel: 417-864-8258
Fax: 417-864-7519

http://bond.senate.gov


