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We agree that the U.S. Congress must end the political in-fighting over the
conflict in Iraq and commit immediately to a truly bipartisan dialogue on the
issues we are facing.

We agree that efforts to eliminate funding for U.S. forces engaged in combat
and in harm’s way in Iraq would put at risk the safety and security of our
service members.

We agree that there must be a clearly defined and measurable mission for our
continued military involvement in Iraq. This mission must be further and
continually defined so that the military and the country are aware of the end
goal of our mission in Iraq and what progress toward that goal 1s being
achieved.

We agree that the Government of Iraq must now be responsible for Iraq's
future course. The Government must continue to make progress on the
legislative benchmarks outlined in Section 1314 of the recent Supplemental
Appropuations Act (PL110-28).

We agree that it is critical for members of the U.S. Armed Forces, including
members of the reserve components, to have adequate rest and recuperation
petiods between deployments.

We agree that a safe and responsible redeployment of U.S. Armed Forces from
Iraq, based on recommendations from our military and foreign policy leaders,
1s necessaty to transition the combat mission over to the Iraqi forces.

We agree that the continued military mission of U.S. combat forces must lead
to a timely transition to conducting counterterrorism operations, protecting the
U.S. Armed Forces, supporting and equipping Iraqi forces to take full
responsibility for their own security, assisting refugees, and preventing
genocide.

We agree that U.S. diplomatic efforts should continue to be improved and that
the U.S. State Department must engage in robust diplomacy with Iraq’s
neighbors 1n the Middle East to address the Iraq conflict.

Wi, Catte

Michael N. Castle, M.C.
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