
EDOLPHUS TOWNS, NEW YORK, 
CHAIRMAN 

PAUL E. KANJORSKI, PENNSYLVANIA 
CAROLYN B. MALONEY, NEW YORK 
ELIJAH E. CUMMINGS, MARYLAND 
DENNIS J. KUCINICH, OHIO 
JOHN F. TIERNEY, MASSACHUSETTS 
WM. LACY CLAY, MISSOURI 
DIANE E. WATSON, CALIFORNIA 
STEPHEN F. LYNCH, MASSACHUSETTS 
JIM COOPER, TENNESSEE 
GERALD E. CONNOLLY, VIRGINIA 
MIKE OUIGLEY, ILLINOIS 
MARCY KAPTUR, OHIO 
ELEANOR HOLMES NORTON, 

DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 
PATRICK J. KENNEDY, RHODE ISLAND 
DANNY K. DAVIS, ILLINOIS 
CHRIS VAN HOLLEN, MARYLAND 
HENRY CUELLAR, TEXAS 
PAUL W. HODES, NEW HAMPSHIRE 
CHRISTOPHER S. MURPHY, CONNECTICUT 
PETER WELCH, VERMONT 
BILL FOSTER, ILLINOIS 
JACKIE SPEIER, CALIFORNIA 
STEVE DRIEHAUS, OHIO 
JUDY CHU, CALIFORNIA 

ONE HUNDRED ELEVENTH CONGRESS 

Congress of tfje ®mteb States. 
^ousie of EepregetitattrjeiS 

COMMITTEE ON OVERSIGHT AND GOVERNMENT REFORM 

2157 RAYBURN HOUSE OFFICE BUILDING 

WASHINGTON, DC 20515-6143 

MAJORITY (202)225-5051 
FACSIMILE (202) 225-4784 
MINORITY (202) 225-5074 

www.oversight.house.gov 

DARRELL E. ISSA, CALIFORNIA, 
RANKING MINORITY MEMBER 

DAN BURTON, INDIANA 
JOHN L. MICA, FLORIDA 
MARK E. SOUDER, INDIANA 
JOHN J. DUNCAN, JR., TENNESSEE 
MICHAEL R. TURNER, OHIO 
LYNN A. WESTMORELAND, GEORGIA 
PATRICK T. McHENRY, NORTH CAROLINA 
BRIAN P. BILBRAY, CALIFORNIA 
JIM JORDAN, OHIO 
JEFF FLAKE, ARIZONA 
JEFF FORTENBERRY, NEBRASKA 
JASON CHAFFETZ, UTAH 
AARON SCHOCK, ILLINOIS 
BLAINE LUETKEMEYER, MISSOURI 
ANH "JOSEPH" CAO, LOUISIANA 

January 12,2010 

The Honorable Peter Orszag 
Director 
Office of Management and Budget 
725 17th Street, NW 
Washington, DC 20503 

Dear Mr. Orszag: 

We have recently received information that the Office of Management and Budget 
(OMB) may have taken actions to undermine the budgetary independence that Congress 
provided to Inspectors General in the Inspector General Reform Act of 2008. 

In crafting the Inspector General Reform Act, Congress was responding to instances 
where Inspectors General who conducted hard-hitting investigations of top agency officials had 
their budgets cut by those same officials, in apparent retaliation. In an attempt to identify and 
forestall such situations, the Act provided statutory authority for Inspectors General to advise 
Congress if "the budget submitted by the President would substantially inhibit the Inspector 
General from performing the duties ofthe office." 

We have received correspondence from the Inspector General ofthe Office of Personnel 
Management (OPM) alleging that OPM received a "not so veiled threat from OMB" that if the 
Inspector General exercised its statutory authority to advise Congress that the proposed budget 
was inadequate, OMB "will make life miserable" for the OPM IG. 

Such statements, if made, are entirely improper. They are a direct threat to the 
independence and integrity of Inspectors General, and an affront to clear Congressional intent as 
expressed in statute. The Committee is beginning an investigation in this matter. As an initial 
step, we will be determining whether other Inspector General offices have received such threats. 
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We are also requesting that you conduct an internal investigation of this matter and 
communicate the results of your review to the Committee no later than January 22, 2010. 

Sincerely, 

Edolphu/Towns 
Chairmai 

Stephen Lyncr 
Chairman 
Subcommittee on Federal Workforce, Postal 
Service and DC 

cc: The Honorable Darrell Issa 
Ranking Minority Member 
Committee on Oversight and Government Reform 


