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October 11,2007

Mr. Joseph T. Kelliher
Chairman
Federal Energy Regulatory Commission
888 First Street, NE
Washington, DC 20426

Dear Mr. Kelliher:

It is now established that global climate change is happening and is the result of human
activities. Climate change is an enormous challenge that will require significant increases in
energy efficiency and reductions in emissions from transportation and electricity generation.

States have led the way in taking aggressive measures to combat climate change.
Twenty-five states have adopted renewable electricity standards, which require increasing
percentages of the electricity supplied to consumers to come from renewable sources. Califomia
and eleven other states have adopted standards requiring cars and light-duty trucks to limit
greenhouse gas emissions but are awaiting EPA approval to enforce these standards.

Attention is now turning to the federal govefirment, which is just beginning to act.
Congress is currently considering an energy bill that would establish a federal renewable
electricity standard, strengthen federal fuel efficiency standards for automobiles, and tighten
energy efficiency standards. In the wake of the landmark U.S. Supreme Court decision in
Massachusetts vs. EPA,EPA is preparing to regulate greenhouse gas emissions from
automobiles for the first time.

The Federal Energy Rêgulatory Commission (FERC) should play avital role in
addressing climate change. FERC has authority over many elements of the U.S. energy sector.
From efforts to change the structure of our electricity markets to siting of electricity transmission
lines and oil and natural gas pipelines to the approval of liquefied natural gas facilities and
licensing of hydroelectric facilities, FERC is making decisions every day that will affect our
nation's ability to halt and reverse global climate change.

Given the importance of FERC's role, I would like to better understand FERC's approach
to climate change. I would appreciate answers to the following questions:
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1. What is FERC's climate change policy? How was this policy developed?

2. How does FERC factor potential global warming pollution into its permitting, licensing,
siting, and approval decisions?

3. How is FERC assisting state governments with their efforts to promote renewable energy,
enhance energy efficiency, and reduce emissions of greenhouse gases?

4. What steps is FERC taking to prepare for federal regulation of greenhouse gas emissions
and federal renewable electricity standards?

Please provide this information about FERC's policies and efforts by October 22,2007.
If you have any questions about this request, your staff may contact Greg Dotson or Jeff Baran of
the Committee staff at (202)225-4407. I look forward to working with you to take the strong
federal actions necessary to meet this enormous challenge.

Sincerely,

tr"'$.Aa¡,,,^t^
Henry A. Waxman
Chairman

cc: Tom Davis
Ranking Minority Member


