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 The  Subcommittee  on  Ins u la r Affa irs , Oceans  and  Wild life  meets  th is  
a fte rnoon to  hea r te s timony regard ing  the  61s t Annua l In te rna tiona l Whaling 
Commis s ion  Mee ting  to  be  he ld  next month  in  Made ira , Portugal.   
 
 The  IWC was  es tab lis hed  in  1946 to  cons e rve  wha les  for fu ture  
genera tions  and  to  regula te  the  then-extens ive  wha ling  indus try. When 
whaling  quotas  fa iled  to  pro tec t thes e  s tocks , the  IWC ins titu ted  a  
mora torium on  the  commerc ia l killing  of whales  in  1986.  
 
 While  the  mora torium has  had  a  pos itive  e ffec t on  many whale  
popula tions , Norwa y, Ice land , and  J apan have  for decades  ca lled  for the  
lifting  of the  mora torium and its  rep lacement with  a  regula ted  commerc ia l 
indus try.  
 
 At the  s ame  time , J apan  and  Ice land  continue  to  invoke  Artic le  VIII of 
the  In te rna tiona l Convention  for the  Re gula tion  of Whaling  to  conduc t 
commercia l wha ling  under the  pre text of s c ien tific  re s ea rch . The y continue  
to  do  s o  des pite  the  fac t tha t the re  is  nea r un ive rs a l agreement amongs t 
s c ien tis ts  tha t the  le tha l take  of wha les  is  unneces s a ry for s c ien tific  da ta  
co llec tion . 
 
 Many o f thes e  is s ues  are  like ly to  be  deba ted  a t th is  yea r’s  IWC 
mee ting , and  the re  will like ly be  much  d is cus s ion  about the  Commis s ion’s  
fu ture . We mus t be  ve ry ca re fu l, however, tha t our e fforts  to  s ave  the  
ins titu tion  do  not come a t the  expens e  of the  ve ry s pec ies  it was  in tended 
to  pro tec t. 
 
 Toda y, I am jo in ing  34 of my colleagues  writing  to  Pres ident Obama 
to  expres s  s e rious  concern  about an  Inte rna tiona l Whaling Commis s ion 
Small Working  Group e ffort – which  inc ludes  the  United  S ta tes  – which 
would  lift the  commerc ia l whaling  mora torium, g ive  new rights  to  J apan  to  
kill p ro tec ted  wha les , and  pe rmit wha ling  on  the  h igh  s eas  to  continue . 
 
 Although it d id  not fina lize  negotia tions  on  its  P ropos a l, the  Small 
Working  Group ve ry like ly will continue  to  d is cus s  a llowing  J apan to  
engage  in  commerc ia l wha ling  ca lled  “coas ta l whaling” off its  s hores  in  
exchange  for a  vague  promis e  to  cu t, o r e limina te , the  number of wha les  it 
takes  each  yea r in  the  Southern  Ocean . The  Propos a l would  provide  no  



guarantee  tha t the  number of wha les  killed  would  ac tually dec reas e , its  
purported  goa l.  
 
 Ins tead  of negotia ting  any s uch  propos a l, we  the  s igna tories  of the  
le tte r urge  the  new Adminis tra tion  to  is s ue  new ins truc tions  to  the  U.S . 
De lega tion  to  the  IWC to  ca rry ou t the  in ten t of Congres s  and  the  will o f the  
American  people  to  pro tec t and  cons e rve  whales .   
 
 Spec ifica lly, our le tte r urges  the  Adminis tra tion  and  the  U.S . 
De lega tion  to  pres erve  the  mora torium, s tand  in  s trong  oppos ition  to  
exis ting  commercia l and  s c ien tific  wha ling , and  re jec t any p ropos a l tha t 
would  c rea te  a  new ca tegory of commerc ia l whaling  s uch as  “coas ta l 
whaling .”  
 
 The  U.S . has  been  and  s hould  remain  a  leader in  cons e rving  whale  
s pec ies . With  threa ts  to  wha les  inc reas ing  -- s uch  as  underwate r no is e , 
po llu tion  and  c lima te  change  -- the  U.S. s hould  s trengthen ra the r than  
compromis e  away pro tec tions  for thes e  extraord ina ry an imals  in  an  e ffort 
to  ens ure  tha t J apan and  o the r pro-wha ling  na tions  continue  to  pa rtic ipa te  
in  the  IWC.  
 
 With  tha t, I look forward  to  hea ring  from our witnes s es  toda y, and  to  
hea ring  s trong  as s urances  tha t the  United  S ta tes  will ho ld  the  line  a t the  
mee ting  in  Portuga l. 
 


