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Chairman Clay, Ranking member Representative McHand members of the Subcommittee:
| am Arturo Vargas, Executive Director of the Na@b Association of Latino Elected and
Appointed Officials (NALEO) Educational Fund. Thayou for the invitation to appear before
you today on behalf of the NALEO Educational Fuodliscuss Census data and its use in

federal formula funding.

The NALEO Educational Fund is a non-profit, nontjg@n organization that facilitates full

Latino participation in the American political pexs, from citizenship to public service. Our
constituency includes the more than 6,000 Latiected and appointed officials nationwide. We
are one of the nation’s leading organizations earea of Census policy development and public
education, and we are deeply committed to ensthiaigthe Census Bureau provides our nation

with the most accurate count of its population.

The NALEO Educational Fund was actively involvedirtreach to the Latino community for
the decennial enumerations in 1990 and 2000. 07 2@e launched theya eshora” (It's Time)
campaign, a comprehensive, multi-year effort tegnaite Latinos into American civic life.

When we launched the campaign, our Spanish-languagia partners included Univision
Communications Inc., Entravision, and ImpreMedia] aur national partners were the National
Council of La Raza, the Service Employees Inteamati Union on citizenship promotion and

Mi Familia Vota Educational Fund on voter engagemdrhe first two phases of this effort
involved mobilizing eligible Latino legal permaneaesidents to apply for U.S. citizenship, and

then mobilizing Latino U.S. citizens to vote.

We have now launched the third phase ofyhes hora campaignj HAGASE CONTAR! (Make
Yourself Count!), which focuses on promoting theartance of the Census, educating
individuals about filling out their Census formsdancouraging households to mail back their
responses once they complete their forms. Thige#m is working to inform and motivate the
nearly 50 million U.S. Latinos to fully participaie the 2010 Census. The national
organizations and Spanish-language media leadetisisoeffort are the same as those for the

previous two phases of tlya es hora campaign. Currently, there are also nearly 4@roth
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national and local partners fpHAGASE CONTAR!, and we anticipate that number reaching into

the hundreds as the campaign proceeds.

In addition, since 2000, we have served on theesagrof Commerce’s 2010 Census Advisory
Committee, or its predecessor, the Decennial CeAdussory Committee, and we have
participated in the Committee’s discussions surdingnthe planning for the 2010 enumeration.
We also serve on the Joint Advisory Advertising iRevPanel (JAARP), which the Census
Bureau created to review its advertising and comaoatiions efforts. In addition, through our
strong relationship with our Latino leadership ddnsncy, we have also become very familiar
with the types of challenges that public officitdse as a result of the undercount of the Latino
population and its impact on federal formula fugdi'We have also learned about Latino elected
officials’ experiences with the Census Challengegpam, which allows jurisdictions to

challenge the population estimates developed bZ#resus Bureau.

Mr. Chairman, we need the 2010 Census to prodwetsst accurate count of our nation’s
population as possible. Census data are the fuaatairbuilding blocks of our representative
democracy; Census data are the basis for reappntiot and redistricting. Policymakers at all
levels of government also rely on Census data tenmaportant decisions that affect the lives of
all Americans. These data help make such detetimisaas the number of teachers that are
needed in classrooms, the best places to buildsraad highways, and the best way to provide
health and public safety services to our neighbaidsand communities. The accuracy of
Census data is also critical for the effective@ltton of government funding for schools,
hospitals and other vital social programs. In addj Census data are used to monitor
compliance with civil rights laws and to documemtidents of illegal discrimination based on
race or gender. The first immediate use of théd2Ddnsus data for this purpose will be
determining whether the 2011 redistricting of Casgional, state legislative and other

single-member electoral districts comply with thetivig Rights Act of 1965.

To secure an accurate count of our nation’s pojuatt is imperative to have an accurate count

of the estimated 46.9 million Latinos who are nbw hation’s second-largest and
3



fastest-growing population. An undercount of sadarge segment of the U.S. population means
a failed Census. An accurate count of the Latomorunity is necessary if we are to make

sound policies for the economic, social and pdalltigell-being of the entire country.

In our testimony, we will examine the impact ofiardercount of the Latino community on the
distribution of federal resources, with particuddtiention to the states and metropolitan areas
with large Latino populations. We will also progithe perspectives of Latino elected officials
on this issue, and their recommendations for thes@g Challenge program. Finally, we will
present policy recommendations to ensure a comafetexccurate count of the Latino

community in Census 2010.

|. The Overall Impact of an Undercount of the Lai@mmmunity on Federal Resources

An undercount of the Latino population in Census@®@ill have a serious detrimental impact on
the federal resources available to states andifiesalvith large Latino communities. According
to Census Bureau estimates, in Census 2000, tmeezation may have missed as many as

1 million Latinos. According to estimates basedhis undercount, Los Angeles County alone —
home to 4.7 million Latinos — lost $600,000,0004deral funding since the last Census. Itis
estimated that Bronx County, New York lost morent$850,000,000 due to the undercount of

its Latino populatior

Over the next 10 years, Census data will deterthmallocation of more than $3 trillion in federal
monies for funding essential programs such as@tralsportation, road construction, programs for
the elderly and children, schools, and emergermy &md shelter. An analysis by The Brookings
Institution authored by Andrew Reamer, a Fellowh@ Metropolitan Policy Program, demonstrates
the broad range of federal assistance programeetigaim whole or in part on decennial Census
statistics to distribute funds. Using FY 2007 dapon and funding data, the Brookings analysis

indicates that nationally, the distribution of $3billion in federal assistance program fundirgy —

! Effect of Census 2000 Undercount on Federal Funding to States and Selected Counties, 2002-2012, prepared by
PricewaterhouseCoopers, at the request of U.S.uSéienitoring Board: Released August 7, 2001.
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about $1,249 per capita — relies on decennial Gestatistics. The programs with the highest
national expenditures include a wide range of puggrvices that affect the daily lives of all of ou
nation’s residents, including the Department ofltheand Human Services’ Medical Assistance
Program ($197.3 billion); the Department of Trarmtqion’s Federal Aid Highway Program
($57.0 billion); and the Department of Housing &hban Development’s Section 8 Housing
Choice Vouchers ($16.1 billion). Some of the faiag programs are particularly critical for the
education and health of Latino families and thiildcen. The top 10 programs reliant on Census
data with the highest expenditures include the Byt of Education’s Title 1 Grants to Local
Educational Agencies ($7.737 billion, rankdd), &ind the Department of Health and Human Service’s
Head Start program ($6.181 billion, rankdll @nd State Children’s Health Insurance Program
($5.511 billion, ranked'.

The Title 1 Grants program provides financial @asise to local educational agencies and schools
with high numbers or high percentages of poor chiido help ensure that all children meet
challenging state academic standards. A signifishare of these children in poverty are Latino.
Similarly, according to the Department of Healthl &fuman Services, more than one out of

three (35%) of the children enrolled in Head SaagtLatino - Head Start has been demonstrated
to be effective in promoting the educational susadd_atinos and increasing high school
completion rates. The State Children’s Health lasae Program helps states expand health care
coverage to our nation’s uninsured children. Adedg to U.S. Census data, Latinos are the

most uninsured population group among U.S. childaed one out of five Latino children are

not insured For all of these programs, an undercount ofricathildren, which has occurred

2 Reamer, Andrew, “Federal Assistance Programs RefiaVhole or Part on Decennial Statistics to flistte
Funds, United States, FY 2007,” The Brookings tagtn, Washington, DC, preliminary analysis, Jd&e 2009.
The federal programs covered in this analysis ohelilhose which rely in whole or in part on datdested through
the decennial census of population; Census Burs@mates (particularly annual population estimates the
American Community Survey) derived from the decah@iensus data; and data produced by other fedgeaicies
that rely on Census Bureau statistics based odgbennial Census. All data in this testimony prasents
distribution of program funds by geography is based he Brookings Institution analyses, and théritistion is
drawn from the Consolidated Federal Funds RepdfER) database, maintained by the Census Bureae .ddlkar
amounts presented for federal assistance funditigsnestimony are thietal expenditures provided by the CFFR,
and not just the portion of the total that is aditexl on the basis on Census data. No attempinads to determine
the portion of the total so allocated, and thisubthde taken into account when interpreting tha gaovided herein.
®DeNavas-Walt, Carmen, Bernadette D. Proctor, asside C. Smith, U.S. Census Bureau, Current Papnlat
Reports, P60-239ncome, Poverty, and Health Insurance Coverage in the United Sates: 2007, U.S. Government
Printing Office, Washington, DC, 2008.
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historically, will diminish the resources availaliteaddress some of the most pressing

challenges facing Latino families. We know thatreatly, many Latinos who are eligible for the

foregoing programs are not enrolled in them. Eaneple, the National Council of La Raza

estimates that only 3% of eligible Latino infanteldaoddlers are enrolled in the Early Head Start

program. Without accurate 2010 Census data, Wenatilbe able to adequately assess the

number of children who need these programs, andilaot allocate sufficient resources for

them. Thus, the number of children who are notestby these programs will be even greater if

the undercount of Latino children persists.

An undercount of the Latino population will alsosba significant impact on the fair distribution of

federal funding in states with large Latino popolad. Table 1 presents the amount of federal

assistance program expenditures for nine seletzttxs s These are the states with the highestd_atin

populations in the nation, which together compri@# of the nation’s total Latino population.

Tablel

Federal Assistance Programs Reliant in Whole 8l on Decennial Census Statistics to Distribute
Funds for Selected States, FY 2007

State’s Share of Total

State’s Share of U.S.

State Federal Assistance ExpendituresU.S. Expenditures Latino Population
Arizona $7,259,012,436 1.9% 4.1%
California $41,852,815,348 11.1% 29.4%
Colorado $4,271,972,122 1.1% 2.1%
Florida $17,402,265,204 4.6% 8.2%
lllinois $14,317,759,069 3.8% 4.2%
New Jersey $10,153,603,728 2.7% 3.1%
New Mexico $3,471,873,921 0.9% 1.9%
New York $38,211,064,76V7 10.1% 7.1%
Texas $23,148,081,490 6.1% 18.9%

Total $160,088,448,085 42.5% 79.0%

Sources: For federal assistance expendituregygsirew Reamer, “Federal Domestic Assistance Alkmtain the Basis of
Statistics Based on the Decennial Census, U.SStatels, FY 2007,” The Brookings Institution, Waghim, DC,
preliminary analysis, March 4, 2009.
Share of Latino population derived from the U.Saglis Bureau’s 2005-2007 American Community Survey
3-Year Estimates.




As Table 1 indicates, the amount of federal funaihgch relies on decennial Census data distributed
to states with large Latino populations ranges fatnout $3.5 billion in New Mexico to $41.9 billion
in California. Nearly half of the nation’s fedefahding which relies on decennial Census data

(42.5%) is distributed to the nine states wheretwiohe nation’s Latinos reside.

An undercount of the Latino population will alsosba severe impact on some of the nation’s largest
urban areas, which have high concentrations ohba@sidents. Table 2 presents the amount of
federal assistance program expenditures that metieoennial statistics to distribute funds for five

metropolitan areas.

Table2

Federal Assistance Programs Reliant in Whole Bxalth on Decennial Census Statistics to Allocate
Funds for Selected Metropolitan Areas, FY 2007

Area’s Share of
Federal Assistance Total U.S. Area’s Share of U.S.
Metropolitan Area Expenditures Expenditures Latino Population
Cook County, lllinois $5,971,525,525 1.6 2.17%
Harris County, Texas $2,133,557,254 0.6% 3.3%
Los Angeles County, Californig $10,136,378,654 2.[7% 10.6%
Miami-Dade County, Florida $2,283,638,372 0.6% 3.8%
New York City, New York $22,603,244,823 6.00%0 5.1%
Total $43,128,344,62¢ 11.4% 25.0%

Sources: For federal assistance expendituregygsirew Reamer, “Federal Assistance Programs Rétiafthole or Part
on Decennial Statistics to Allocate Funds,” foestdd counties and New York City, FY 2007, The Riogs
Institution, Washington, DC, preliminary analysigne 30, 2009.

Share of Latino population derived from the U.Saglis Bureau’s 2005-2007 American Community Survey
3-Year Estimates.

According to Table 2, $43.1 billion in federal a&tance program expenditures that are reliant on
Census decennial data are distributed to five metitan areas with large Latino communities.
These metropolitan areas are home to one out ofoffdie nation’s Latinos, and their federal
program assistance expenditures reliant on Ceretendial data comprise 11.4% of the nation’s

total.



Il. Latino Elected Officials’ Perspectives on Cesistwunding and the Census Challenge Program

Latino elected officials from throughout the coynarticularly those in urban areas, are keenly
aware of the need for an accurate decennial entioreta ensure the fair and effective
distribution of federal monies. They generally agree that an undercount will nteantheir
jurisdictions will not receive adequate resourcesieet their residents’ needs. For example,
Representative Juan Zapata, a member of the FiStata Legislature who represents a district
in Miami-Dade County, notes that Community DeveleptnBlock Grants are particularly
important for his jurisdiction, and the amountlod$e grants are directly affected by the

decennial Census count.

In addition, while Latino elected officials knowetimportant role that accurate Census data play
in determining the proper geographic and sociakalion of services, by both the public sector
and private businesses, they often realize thatlkdercount of Latinos leads to flawed data and
potentially flawed decisions. For example, Ha@@munty, Texas Commissioner Sylvia Garcia
notes that when Harris County was hoping to plackild development center within the
jurisdiction, the census data available suggestatithere was no need for such a center.
However, policymakers who are familiar with the plation of the jurisdiction felt it was quite
evident that there were a large number of childesiding in the area who could use the services

of the center.

Latino elected officials are also extremely conedrabout the impact of an undercount on the
resources required to meet the needs of “hard-eoHt@opulations — those Latinos who are least
likely to be reached during enumeration effortsooparticipate in the Census count. The
officials noted that many of the “hard-to-count’ticens are those who would best be served by
the federal assistance programs whose fundingrehean accurate count. The “hard-to-count”
Latinos mentioned by officials included recent irgnaints, both documented and undocumented,
those with limited English proficiency, and thosghwower levels of education. For example,

Denver City Councilmember Paul Lopez notes that@pmately half of the Latino adults in

* The perspectives presented herein are basedamiéws with NALEO Board President and Harris Cqunt
Commissioner Sylvia Garcia; NALEO Board Member &mshver City Councilmember Paul Lopez; Utah State
Senator Ross Romero; and NALEO Board Member anddé&tate Representative Juan Zapata.
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Denver over 25 years old have less than a highot@ttucation, yet the amount of funding

available for adult education and vocational tragnis not adequate for this population’s needs.

Utah State Senator Ross Romero also understandbalienges that his state faces in reaching
“hard-to-count” Latinos. Utah is a state which has been a traditional center of Latino
population concentration, and has an “emergingiogpiopulation” with residents who are
generally new to the state. Moreover, because rofthe Latinos living in the state work in the
construction or hospitality industries, they arghty mobile. Thus, they may not be in Utah on
April 1% for the Census enumeration, but they may ret@guiently during the decade, and often

need the education and health service resourcesetiiaon decennial Census data.

Latino elected officials also believe that thereahé be some changes to the Census Bureau’s
Census Challenge program to ensure that the yeaplylation estimates produced by the Bureau
accurately reflect their jurisdictions’ populationgnder the Census Challenge program,
jurisdictions can submit a challenge to the Bureantesting those estimates, and requesting an
upward revision. As part of the process, localeggoments use local data as evidence of the

actual population change in their jurisdictions.

Latino elected officials whom we have surveyed necend that the Census Bureau formalize

the Census Challenge program in a manner that vwadla jurisdictions to more clearly
understand the type of data and evidence requireal $uccessful challenge, and the criteria used
by the Bureau in accepting challenges. They sugdekat the Bureau should be more proactive
in providing technical assistance to jurisdictiomgreparing challenges, and more careful and
attentive in its review of the data and evidenasented. Because jurisdictions need to expend a
fair amount of time and resources in contestingreges, Latino elected officials also believe

that the Bureau needs to help jurisdictions mageehminary assessment of whether their
challenge will be accepted. The officials gengraliree that the Census Bureau would be better
positioned to implement the foregoing recommendatib more funding was available for the

Challenge program.



lll. Policy Recommendations

Through our broad range of Census activities, ohiolg our work with Latino elected officials
and the Latino community, our research and datlysisaand our efforts to shape public policy,
we have gained a deep understanding of the sesamsequences that will result from an
undercount of the nation’s Latino population in €&52010. An undercount will distort the
distribution of federal funds, and deprive manygdictions of the resources required to meet
their residents’ needs for a broad range of sesyioeluding education, health, housing,
community development, transportation, and puldfety. An undercount will also skew the
effective geographic and demographic allocatiosumh services, and jeopardize jurisdictions’
ability to ensure that resources reach the comnesraind neighborhoods that need them the
most. Our nation’s future prosperity and well-lgedepends on the strength of the Latino
community, and an undercount of Latinos in the 2G&0sus will seriously impair the nation’s
social and economic progress. We offer the follmiecommendations to ensure that Latinos

are fully counted in the 2010 Census:

A. Congress must provide the Census Bureau with srffifunding to effectively implement

the 2010 enumerationVith Census 2010 fast approaching, it is crittbalt the Census Bureau

receive the resources needed in the FY 2010 budgeairry out the decennial enumeration
effectively. A decade of preparations for Cenddds®@will culminate officially on Census Day,
April 1, 2010, and the Census Bureau must obtarfuhding required for what is the largest
peacetime mobilization of America’s federal persglrand resources. In 2010, the Census
Bureau will:

= open and staff remaining Local Census Offices dftotal of almost 500);

= recruit 3.8 million and hire 1.4 million temporagymnployees to conduct the census;

= finalize data capture, data processing and teleaamuations systems;

= print 140+ million census questionnaires and othaterials;

* launch a national advertising campaign;

= hire additional national and regional staff to ®e# field operations;
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= collect census information from every resident@ah$ing unit and group quarters in the
country, using the mail, telephone and door-to dasits; and

= conduct an accuracy-check survey (Census Coveragsiement).
As of this writing, the House of Representatives &jpproved the FY 2010 Commerce, Justice,
and Science (CJS) appropriations bill that includesling for the U.S. Census Bureau at a level
of $206 million less than requested by Presiderdr@h This appears to have occurred as a
result of a misunderstanding between House apatopsi and the Department of Commerce
over the availability of certain carry-over fundduring the House consideration of the CJS
appropriations bill, there were several unsuccésdfarts to make more substantive reductions

in the funding for the Census Bureau by divertimgse funds to other uses.

The Senate Appropriations Committee has approved@funding at a level that is much
closer to the President’s FY 2010 $7.375 billioguest. To ensure that the Bureau can
implement the 2010 Census effectively, we urgdilieSenate to reject any amendments that
would reduce appropriations to the Census Buredodost funding for other programs. We also
urge Congressional appropriators during conferémeestore the $206 million that appears to

have been inadvertently cut by the House from tlesGs Bureau’s FY 2010 budget.

As noted earlier, the Administration should alsareie the resources needed for the Census
Challenge program, to determine whether addititurading would enable the Bureau to provide
more effective technical assistance to local juctsohs, and to provide a more adequate review

of challenges that are submitted.

B. The U.S. Senate must move forward expeditiotssbonfirm the appointment of the Director

of the Census Bureaun mid-May 2009, the Senate Homeland Security@odernmental

Affairs Committee reported out the nomination of Robert M. Groves to serve as Director of
the Census BureauAs of this writing, the confirmation of Dr. Grovesmains in limbo, because
the Senate Republicans do not have the consefitafftheir members to move forward with a
vote. We believe that Dr. Groves is a skilled pssfenal who understands the science and

substance of the Census and the Census Bureawhanid fully committed to a process that
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counts everyone. The delay that has resulted frenmold placed on Dr. Groves’ confirmation
is seriously impairing the ability of the Bureaukigep its 2010 operations on track. We urge the

Senate to move forward to confirm his appointmerg@on as Congress returns from its recess.

C. The Census Bureau must implement a communitatad outreach plan that takes into

account the current economic and social realitiegronting residents of our natiorsince the

last decennial Census, our nation’s residents baperienced several challenges that will have a
significant impact on the ability of the Census & to reach them and engage them in the 2010
count. For some, the heightened government sgeugtasures implemented after the tragic
events of 9-11, including provisions of The PatAct, have raised concerns about the
confidentiality of the information provided duritige enumeration. Hurricane Katrina and other
natural disasters have displaced thousands ofer@siéind have wiped whole neighborhoods off
the map. Most importantly, we are now facing theagest economic crisis since the Great
Depression. Our country’s residents have lost tsotim@ugh foreclosures or are experiencing
other housing problems. Many feel disengaged ®oniety and participation in our country’s

civic life.

Thus, it is critical that the paid advertising caigm conducted by the Census Bureau connects
with Americans most likely to be missed in the eenand reflects their contemporary
experiences. As a member of the JAARP, | joinetth wiy fellow members in raising serious
concerns about the proposed advertising campaitallyndeveloped by the general
communications contractor overseeing the entirepeaggn, including the advertising for the

African American, Asian, Native American and Latipopulation segments.

Our concerns about the proposed paid advertisiagldeed by the Bureau’s general
communications contractor cover several areast, fire campaign did not appear to take into
account the current economic and social realitiesionation’s residents, and we do not believe

the message and tone of the advertising would edsamith them. We believed there was

>The JAARP did note that some of the proposed paveriising seemed to be effective, specifically aks
produced for Spanish-speaking Latinos by one ohtheertising sub-contractors, and the ads developadian
languages and for Arab Americans.
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insufficient advertising that assures Americansudltioe confidentiality of the information

provided during the enumeration.

We are heartened to see that the communicatiordovehave taken into consideration the
views of the JAARP and have retooled the messagfitige paid advertising campaign. At the
second meeting of the JAARP, the communicationsl@enand the Census Bureau held last
week, we were presented with a plan that demoestratuch more cohesive message integration
and greater attention to promoting public configemcthe confidentiality and safety of the
census, as well as reflecting the troubled econdimies during which the 2010 Census will be
conducted. This retooled campaign will need furtksting and refinement, and time is of the
essence. We encourage Congress to continue itanggiover this crucial component of the

2010 Census promotion campaign.

Despite the improvements in the campaign, for thinb population, there continues to be no
English-language paid media strategy. The majofityatinos speak English exclusively, or
very well, yet the campaign does not appear to kdaveloped messages for Latinos who are
native-English language speakers and listen t@raidd watch television and other media in
English. The Census Bureau will fail to reachrgéasegment of the “hard-to-count” population
if it believes that its strategy for reaching dltlee nation’s Latinos can be achieved by

exclusively relying on Spanish-language advertising

D. Special strategies and preparations will beired to enumerate the nation’s immigrant

population. Our nation’s current debate about the futurésofmmigration policy has created
additional challenges that the Bureau must addnessaching the newcomer population. Some
policymakers have adopted a divisive tone and tdndng this discussion, and several states
and localities have implemented or are considemiegsures intended to create hostile
environments for immigrants. Some of these measeguire local law enforcement agencies to
enforce federal immigration laws; others would iegapartment owners to check the
immigration status of potential renters. This bigsated a climate which exacerbates

immigrants’ distrust of contact with government agjes, including the Census Bureau.

13



Undocumented immigrants, legal permanent residantsgven U.S. citizens who live in
households where family members have varying imatiigm statuses, are being discouraged
from answering the Census. The anti-immigrant atartoday harms confidence in the
confidentiality of the Census, and raises concameng many residents that the Bureau will use

the information they provide in a detrimental mamnne

Thus, it is critical that the Bureau develop messaand strategies that effectively communicate
the confidentiality of information provided by Ceissrespondents. The Bureau itself must
ensure that it reinforces public trust in this cdeftiality by strictly adhering to its own privacy
principles and mandates, including Title 13 — thatéttion of Confidential Information; the
Confidential Information Protection and StatistiEdficiency Act, and the Privacy Act of 1974,

on the release of data on “sensitive populationdéw enforcement agencies.

In addition, the Bureau must work with agenciealblievels of government — federal, state and
local — to promote public trust in the confidentiabf the Census. It is critical that the Bureau
work with these agencies and educate them abodkirnds of activities which will undermine
public confidence and deter hard-to-count poputetimom participating in the 2010

enumeration.

E. The Census Bureau must ensure that its Ce®dilsviforkforce reflects the diversity of the

nation’s population. In order to accurately reach and count our n&ibatino residents in

2010, the Census Bureau must employ a diverse waeffrom its highest managerial positions
to its field enumerators. First, the Bureau murgngthen its existing efforts to implement a
well-designed and effective recruitment, retenaod promotion plan to increase the overall
number of Latinos at the Census Bureau. Latineshs most under-represented segment of the
Bureau’s permanent workforce, comprising less tf4n In addition, as the Bureau continues to
open and staff its temporary regional offices, itstrhire a diverse group of top managers to lead

its regional operations.

To effectively reach “hard-to-count” populationsetBureau must hire enumerators who are

familiar with their local communities and their idsnts. For many Latino neighborhoods, these
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workers must be bilingual in English and Spanig¥e have heard reports from some of the
Bureau'’s regional offices that sufficient bilingwald local enumerators may not be available for

hire, particularly in areas with emerging Latingoptations.

It is also likely that some individuals who posstssbest skills to work as enumerators in the
Latino community may not be U.S. citizens. Thedawr has been able to hire some work-
authorized non-citizens when Spanish-languagesski# needed, but it cannot hire
work-authorized non-citizens from Mexico becauseide has not been an “allied” nation of
the United States since 2004. This could hampeuitenent and employment efforts in areas
where the Mexican immigrant population has growardtie past decade, such as in the South
and in Texas. We urge the Census Bureau to fuetkore options available to address this

challenge.

F. Congress should closely monitor the impleménatf the Census in Schools program,

which provides educators with teaching tools, resematerials, workshops, and other

professional development opportunities about thmontance of being counted in the decennial

enumeration, and the value of Census dasnoted above, an undercount of Latino children

would have a significant detrimental impact on gy that are vital for the well-being of Latino
families. During Census 2000, the Census in Sehpagram helped educators effectively reach
children and their families to encourage them tdigipate in the Census. For the 2010 Census,
the Bureau should proactively promote the use®fQbansus in Schools curriculum by teachers

and not rely solely on school administrators totgetmaterials to every classroom.

G. Congress must reject any proposals which wprddent the full enumeration of every

U.S. resident in the CensudsAs 2010 approaches, there have been legisiatigieolicy efforts

to exclude the undocumented from the Census entioreral hese proposals are contrary to one
of the fundamental precepts of our Constitutioniciitalls for a full count of every person
residing in the nation. In addition, they woulduk in an incomplete and inaccurate Census,
which would deprive policymakers, businesses, rebeas and the public of the accurate data
needed to ensure our nation’s future well-being@ogperity. We urge the Administration and

all members of Congress to reject these flaweddanderous proposals.
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In this connection, we also note that together withya es hora 'HAGASE CONTAR! partners,
we strongly condemn the efforts of a small grouprgfanizations with extremist views, and
even of a member of this legislative body, callioga boycott of the enumeration. A boycott
would only exacerbate the undercount, which wouid heighborhoods and communities.

Encouraging anyone not to participate in the Cersasnply wrong.

The NALEO Educational Fund remains committed tongein active and thoughtful partner to
this Subcommittee, Congress, the White House am€é&nsus Bureau, in ensuring the success
of the 2010 Census, so that our nation can refhemost accurate data possible. | thank the
Chairman, the Ranking Member, and the Subcommittee again for providing us with the

opportunity to share our views today on Census aladkits use in federal formula funding.
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