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Whereas Leiomyosarcoma (referred to in 

this preamble as ‘‘LMS’’) is a malignant 
subtype of soft tissue sarcoma that origi-
nates in smooth muscle, often in the walls of 
blood vessels; 

Whereas LMS is highly aggressive and can 
be found throughout the body, but is espe-
cially concentrated in the uterus, abdominal 
cavity, and extremities; 

Whereas the National Institutes of Health 
classifies LMS as a rare disease; 

Whereas most oncologists will only see a 
few cases of LMS throughout a career; 

Whereas the causes of LMS are still un-
known; 

Whereas LMS is largely resistant to stand-
ard chemotherapeutic agents, radiation 
treatment, and current immunotherapies; 

Whereas multidisciplinary care coordina-
tion teams, because of their expertise and ex-
perience, are critical to the health of LMS 
patients; 

Whereas LMS research will allow medical 
professionals to improve the quality of care 
for LMS patients, lead to better clinical out-
comes, and promote longer survival for LMS 
patients; and 

Whereas increased education and aware-
ness about LMS will contribute to the well- 
being of the communities of the United 
States: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) supports the designation of July 15, 

2016, as ‘‘Leiomyosarcoma Awareness Day’’; 
(2) recognizes the challenges faced by 

Leiomyosarcoma patients; and 
(3) commends the dedication of organiza-

tions, volunteers, researchers, and caregivers 
across the country working to improve the 
quality of life of Leiomyosarcoma patients 
and the families of Leiomyosarcoma pa-
tients. 

f 

SENATE RESOLUTION 546—HON-
ORING THE CENTENNIAL OF THE 
UNITED STATES GRAIN STAND-
ARDS ACT 
Mr. ROBERTS (for himself and Ms. 

STABENOW) submitted the following 
resolution; which was considered and 
agreed to: 

S. RES. 546 

Whereas before the enactment in 1916 of 
the United States Grain Standards Act (7 
U.S.C. 71 et seq.) (referred to in this pre-
amble as the ‘‘Act’’) and the United States 
Warehouse Act (7 U.S.C. 241 et seq.)— 

(1) the grading, weighing, and warehousing 
of grain was regulated exclusively by States; 

(2) there existed no uniform, nationwide 
system to inspect, weigh, and store grain; 
and 

(3) each State enacted laws, standards, and 
regulations relating to the inspection, 
weighing, and storage of grain; 

Whereas, on August 11, 1916, the 64th Con-
gress passed the Act, which established na-
tional uniformity in grain standards; 

Whereas, before 1916, foreign and domestic 
purchasers of grain were subject to practices 
that could result in a poor quality of grain, 
despite inspection certificates indicating 
higher grades, and farmers and others in-
volved in the United States grain trade suf-
fered as a result; 

Whereas, in 1916, Congress established an 
official inspection and certification system 
that— 

(1) made available official inspection and 
certification; 

(2) prohibited conflicts of interest by per-
sonnel of the official inspection and certifi-
cation system; 

(3) authorized the Secretary of Agriculture 
to use administrative sanctions to prevent 
corrupt practices; and 

(4) established prohibitions on certain acts 
and penalties for violations; 

Whereas, in 1976, Congress amended the 
Act to require official inspection and certifi-
cation for grain exports and provide that any 
interested party may request official inspec-
tion and certification for any United States 
grain; 

Whereas agricultural producers and pur-
chasers benefitted from a system that gen-
erated certainty and confidence in the uni-
formity of inspection methods, weighing, and 
grading under rules and regulations pro-
tected by law; 

Whereas, on October 21, 1976, Congress 
amended the Act to establish the Federal 
Grain Inspection Service to preserve the 
credibility and integrity of the United States 
grain market; 

Whereas 2016 is the 40th anniversary of the 
establishment of the Federal Grain Inspec-
tion Service to facilitate the marketing of 
United States grain commodities; 

Whereas for 100 years the Act has sup-
ported a system of marketing for United 
States grain; and 

Whereas, in 2016, the Act still provides cer-
tainty and transparency for United States 
agriculture and consumers involved in the 
international grain trade: Now, therefore, be 
it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) reaffirms the significance of the United 

States Grain Standards Act (7 U.S.C. 71 et 
seq.); and 

(2) finds that the United States Grain 
Standards Act (7 U.S.C. 71 et seq.) remains 
necessary to facilitate the movement of 
United States grain into the marketplace by 
providing agricultural producers, handlers, 
processors, exporters, and international buy-
ers an internationally recognized standard in 
sampling, inspection, process verification, 
weighing, and stowage examination services 
that accurately and consistently describe 
the quality and quantity of grain commod-
ities traded domestically and internation-
ally. 
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SENATE RESOLUTION 547—RECOG-
NIZING THE 75TH ANNIVERSARY 
OF THE AMERICAN TREE FARM 
SYSTEM 
Mr. BOOZMAN (for himself and Mr. 

LEAHY) submitted the following resolu-
tion; which was considered and agreed 
to: 

S. RES. 547 

Whereas forests, covering one-third of the 
land in the United States, provide clean air 
and drinking water, abundant wildlife habi-
tats, recreation spaces, and renewable re-
sources for buildings, furniture, energy, and 
paper needs, and also serve as an economic 
driver supporting well-paying jobs across the 
country; 

Whereas most of the forests of the United 
States are owned by families and individuals 
who reside in and steward rural regions; 

Whereas, in 1941, the American Tree Farm 
System (in this preamble referred to as the 
‘‘ATFS’’) was founded to help family and in-
dividual woodland owners sustain forests and 
the benefits that the forests provide; 

Whereas the ATFS is composed of more 
than 79,000 individuals and families, who to-
gether manage more than 20,500,000 acres of 
forest; 

Whereas the ATFS remains a strong and 
essential program to conserve and manage 
the forests of the United States and the ben-
efits forests provide, especially in the face of 
challenges like wildfires, invasive insects 
and diseases, and growing development pres-
sures; 

Whereas tree farmers invest time, man-
power, and personal funds to practice sus-
tainable forest management so that people 
across the United States can enjoy the bene-
fits forests provide; 

Whereas the ATFS is made possible by vol-
unteers from local small woodlands associa-
tions, conservation organizations, State for-
estry agencies, forest products companies, 
and the Cooperative Extension System; 

Whereas, to support family forests, family 
woodland owners, and continued voluntary 
conservation of working forests, it is impor-
tant to expand the reach of ATFS to addi-
tional woodland owners; and 

Whereas 14 States in the United States 
have approved similar resolutions recog-
nizing the importance of the ATFS: Now, 
therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) recognizes the 75th anniversary of the 

American Tree Farm System; 
(2) encourages the public to participate in 

activities that celebrate the anniversary and 
highlight the importance of this vital pro-
gram, working family-owned forests, and the 
clean water, wildlife habitats, and wood sup-
ply that forests provide for all people in the 
United States; and 

(3) supports conservation and management 
of the trees and forests of the United States 
through landowner participation in— 

(A) the conservation reserve program es-
tablished under subchapter B of chapter 1 of 
subtitle D of title XII of the Food Security 
Act of 1985 (16 U.S.C. 3831 et seq.); 

(B) the environmental quality incentives 
program established under chapter 4 of sub-
title D of title XII of the Food Security Act 
of 1985 (16 U.S.C. 3839aa et seq.); 

(C) the conservation stewardship program 
established under subchapter B of chapter 2 
of subtitle D of title XII of the Food Security 
Act of 1985 (16 U.S.C. 3838d et seq.); 

(D) the agricultural conservation easement 
program established under subtitle H of title 
XII of the Food Security Act of 1985 (16 
U.S.C. 3865 et seq.); and 

(E) the forest stewardship program estab-
lished under section 5 of the Cooperative 
Forestry Assistance Act of 1978 (16 U.S.C. 
2103a). 

f 

SENATE RESOLUTION 548—CELE-
BRATING THE 40TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE NATIONAL AERO-
NAUTICS AND SPACE ADMINIS-
TRATION’S VIKING MISSION 
LANDING ON THE SURFACE OF 
MARS 
Mr. NELSON (for himself, Mr. DUR-

BIN, Mr. THUNE, Mr. PETERS, and Mr. 
CRUZ) submitted the following resolu-
tion; which was considered and agreed 
to: 

S. RES. 548 

Whereas Viking 1 launched from Cape Ca-
naveral, Florida, on August 20, 1975; 

Whereas Viking 1 spent nearly a year in 
space before it landed on the surface of Mars 
on July 20, 1976, on the western slope of the 
Chryse Planitia at 22.3 degrees north lati-
tude and 48.0 degrees longitude; 

Whereas the Viking 1 Lander was the first 
American spacecraft to land on Mars and the 
first spacecraft of any nation to successfully 
land on Mars and perform its mission; 

Whereas the United States remains to this 
day the only nation to successfully land on 
the surface of Mars and transmit images 
back to Earth; 

Whereas the Viking Mission produced over 
4,500 photographs of the surface of Mars, in-
cluding the first color images of the surface 
of Mars; 
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Whereas the Viking Mission produced the 

first scientific data from the surface of Mars; 
Whereas the Viking orbiters mapped 97 

percent of the Martian surface; 
Wheread the Viking 1 Lander continued its 

mission for 2,307 days; 
Whereas the Viking Mission was NASA’s 

first comprehensive mission to seek evidence 
that Mars could have the potential to sup-
port life, and it discovered that Mars has an 
environment modified by the interaction 
with water and complex surface chemistry; 

Whereas the Viking Mission revolutionized 
our scientific understanding of the Red Plan-
et, led to future exploration of Mars and the 
Solar System, and was one of the first step-
ping stones for the human exploration of 
Mars: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) commends the National Aeronautics 

and Space Administration and the academic 
and industry contributors to the Viking Mis-
sion for leading the way in the exploration of 
Mars; 

(2) recognizes the importance of the Viking 
Mission to the long-term exploration of the 
solar system by the National Aeronautics 
and Space Administration and to the search 
for life beyond Earth; 

(3) encourages the National Aeronautics 
and Space Administration to continue on the 
path to landing American astronauts on the 
surface of Mars; and 

(4) encourages the National Aeronautics 
and Space Administration and the American 
scientific community to continue to promote 
space exploration and scientific discovery 
across the solar system. 

f 

SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLU-
TION 48—EXPRESSING THE 
SENSE OF CONGRESS THAT THE 
ITALIAN SUPREME COURT OF 
CASSATION SHOULD DOMES-
TICATE AND RECOGNIZE JUDG-
MENTS ISSUED BY UNITED 
STATES COURTS ON BEHALF OF 
UNITED STATES VICTIMS OF 
TERRORISM, AND THAT THE 
ITALIAN MINISTRY OF FOREIGN 
AFFAIRS SHOULD CEASE ITS PO-
LITICAL INTERFERENCE WITH 
ITALY’S INDEPENDENT JUDICI-
ARY, WHICH IT CARRIES OUT IN 
THE INTERESTS OF STATE 
SPONSORS OF TERRORISM SUCH 
AS THE ISLAMIC REPUBLIC OF 
IRAN 
Mr. BLUMENTHAL (for himself, Mr. 

KIRK, and Mr. MURPHY) submitted the 
following concurrent resolution; which 
was referred to the Committee on For-
eign Relations: 

S. CON. RES. 48 

Whereas, in 1996, Congress passed the Ter-
rorism Exception to the Foreign Sovereign 
Immunities Act to give United States citi-
zens a private means of redress for injuries 
and deaths caused by state-sponsored acts of 
terrorism (originally codified at section 
1605(a)(7) of title 28, United States Code and 
subsequently amended and re-codified at sec-
tion 1605A of title 28, United States Code) (in 
this resolution referred to as the ‘‘Terrorism 
Exception’’); 

Whereas the Terrorism Exception con-
tinues to be an important tool for the United 
States Government to protect the interests 
of its nationals, and to deter global ter-
rorism; 

Whereas the families of Alisa Flatow, 
Sarah Duker, and Matthew Eisenfeld, United 
States students killed in Iran-sponsored 

bombings, secured judgments against the Is-
lamic Republic of Iran in United States Fed-
eral court for its role in those murders; 

Whereas the families of Alisa Flatow, 
Sarah Duker, and Matthew Eisenfeld at-
tempted to enforce those United States judg-
ments against Iranian assets held in Italy; 

Whereas the families of Alisa Flatow, 
Sarah Duker, and Matthew Eisenfeld ini-
tially domesticated their judgments in 
Italian court; 

Whereas the Italian Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs entered appearances in subsequent 
proceedings on behalf of the Islamic Repub-
lic of Iran, interfering with the domestica-
tion and successfully causing the Italian Su-
preme Court of Cassation (Italy’s highest 
court of appeal) to overturn the Court of Ap-
peals of Rome’s judgment in favor of these 
United States terrorism victims (Islamic Re-
public of Iran v. Flatow, Cass., sez. un., 22 
giugno 2007, n. 14570 (It.); Islamic Republic of 
Iran v. Eisenfeld, Cass., sez. un., 22 giugno 
2007, n. 14571 (It.)); 

Whereas the Italian Supreme Court of Cas-
sation condemned the Terrorism Exception— 
a crucial United States antiterrorism stat-
ute—as a violation of international law on 
the grounds that it gives United States citi-
zens a remedy for acts of terrorism com-
mitted outside of the United States (Flatow 
v. Islamic Republic of Iran, Cass., sez. un., 28 
ottobre 2015, n. 21946 (It.); Eisenfeld v. Is-
lamic Republic of Iran, Cass., sez. un., 28 
ottobre 2015, n. 21947 (It.)); 

Whereas the Italian Supreme Court of Cas-
sation therefore refuses to recognize any 
judgments issued by United States courts 
under the Terrorism Exception (id.); 

Whereas Congress will use every tool at its 
disposal to seek justice for United States 
citizens who are murdered in acts of ter-
rorism, including attacks committed outside 
the United States; and 

Whereas United States courts have applied 
the Terrorism Exception to bring justice to 
European Union victims of state-sponsored 
terrorism directed against United States na-
tionals (see, e.g., Hurst v. Socialist People’s 
Libyan Arab Jamahiriya, 474 F. Supp. 2d 19 
(D.D.C. 2007); Rein v. Socialist People’s Liby-
an Arab Jamahiriya, 995 F. Supp. 325 
(E.D.N.Y. 1998)): Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved by the Senate (the House of Rep-
resentatives concurring), That it is the sense 
of Congress that— 

(1) Italy has violated the principle of reci-
procity governing the mutual recognition of 
domestic court awards between our two na-
tions; 

(2) the intervention by the Italian Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs on behalf of Iran against 
victims of Iranian terrorism was initiated to 
the detriment of both United States and Eu-
ropean Union terrorism victims; and 

(3) the European Court of Human Rights 
should— 

(A) overturn the Italian Supreme Court of 
Cassation’s erroneous rulings in Flatow v. Is-
lamic Republic of Iran (Cass., sez. un., 28 
ottobre 2015, n. 21946 (It.)) and Eisenfeld v. Is-
lamic Republic of Iran (Cass., sez. un., 28 
ottobre 2015, n. 21947 (It.)); and 

(B) order the Italian Supreme Court of Cas-
sation to recognize the United States judg-
ments held by the Flatow, Duker, and 
Eisenfeld families against Iran. 

SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLU-
TION 49—SUPPORTING EFFORTS 
TO STOP THE THEFT, ILLEGAL 
POSSESSION OR SALE, TRANS-
FER, AND EXPORT OF TRIBAL 
CULTURAL ITEMS OF INDIANS, 
ALASKA NATIVES, AND NATIVE 
HAWAIIANS IN THE UNITED 
STATES AND INTERNATIONALLY 
Mr. UDALL (for himself, Mr. MCCAIN, 

and Mr. HEINRICH) submitted the fol-
lowing concurrent resolution; which 
was referred to the Committee on In-
dian Affairs: 

S. CON. RES. 49 
Resolved by the Senate (the House of Rep-

resentatives concurring), 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This concurrent resolution may be cited as 
the ‘‘Protection of the Right of Tribes to 
stop the Export of Cultural and Traditional 
Patrimony Resolution’’ or the ‘‘PROTECT 
Patrimony Resolution’’. 
SEC. 2. DEFINITIONS. 

In this resolution: 
(1) NATIVE AMERICAN.—The term ‘‘Native 

American’’ means— 
(A) an Indian tribe (as defined in section 2 

of the Native American Graves Protection 
and Repatriation Act (25 U.S.C. 3001)); 

(B) a member of an Indian tribe described 
in subparagraph (A); or 

(C) a Native Hawaiian (as defined in sec-
tion 2 of the Native American Graves Protec-
tion and Repatriation Act (25 U.S.C. 3001)). 

(2) TRIBAL CULTURAL ITEM.—The term 
‘‘tribal cultural item’’ has the meaning given 
the term ‘‘cultural item’’ in section 2 of the 
Native American Graves Protection and Re-
patriation Act (25 U.S.C. 3001). 
SEC. 3. FINDINGS. 

Congress finds the following: 
(1) Tribal cultural items— 
(A) have ongoing historical, traditional, or 

cultural importance central to a Native 
American group or culture; 

(B) cannot be alienated, appropriated, or 
conveyed by any individual; and 

(C) are vital to Native American cultural 
survival and the maintenance of Native 
American ways of life. 

(2) The nature and description of tribal cul-
tural items are sensitive and to be treated 
with respect and confidentiality, as appro-
priate. 

(3) Violators often export tribal cultural 
items internationally with the intent of 
evading Federal and tribal laws. 

(4) Tribal cultural items continue to be re-
moved from the possession of Native Ameri-
cans and sold in black or public markets in 
violation of Federal and tribal laws, includ-
ing laws designed to protect Native Amer-
ican cultural property rights. 

(5) The illegal trade of tribal cultural 
items involves a sophisticated and lucrative 
black market, where the items are traded 
through domestic markets and then are 
often exported internationally. 

(6) Auction houses in foreign countries 
have held sales of tribal cultural items from 
the Pueblo of Acoma, the Pueblo of Laguna, 
the Pueblo of San Felipe, the Hopi Tribe, and 
other Indian tribes. 

(7) After tribal cultural items are exported 
internationally, Native Americans have dif-
ficulty stopping the sale of the items and se-
curing their repatriation to their home com-
munities, where the items belong. 

(8) Federal agencies have a responsibility 
to consult with Native Americans to stop the 
theft, illegal possession or sale, transfer, and 
export of tribal cultural items. 

(9) An increase in the investigation and 
successful prosecution of violations of the 
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