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So | amgoing t ogoonthe record.

I satranscribed of

Wl cone, and thank you f or eom ng today,

Those i nthe room already introducedthensel ves, the
record of proceedings will showwho i si n attendance.
However, for therecord, | professional staff
menber with t he House Oversi ght Government ReformConmmittee.
As may know, the Committee on Oversight Gover nment
Ref orm the Conmittee Armed Services are anongt he
i nthe House of Representatives that are

many aspects of the attacks on the US facilities
in Benghazi, Libya, i n Septenber 2012. The topics being
include how the US Government was prepared i nadvance
these attacks, how i t responded once t he attacks started, and
what changes have been instituted aresult of lessons |earned.
| am joined today by colleagues representingthe chairmen and
ranking minority menbers of the Conmttee on Oversight and
Governnment Reformand the Committee on Arned Services. | norder
to simplify our proceedings, | am making these introductory
remarks and we'll start the questioning, but please understand
that this interview i s an equal and joint effort of both
comm ttees.
V¢ are going t o proceed inthe following way.

| and a representative of theother commttee's chairman will



ask questions t he first hour. Then representatives of the

ranking minority will have an hour t o pose questions. W&
are going to this way until our questions areconpleted.
We'll recess fora short lunch andtake other but please
let us know switching questioners i f you need sone
time for reason at all.
our questioning, we ai mt o have only one
questioner at atime. An exceptionto m ght occur i f

additional staff menber requires a follow-up or aclarification of
sone I nsuch an instance, it's usually nost efficient to
that as we proceed rather than at t he end.

Because obviously t hetranscriptionist cannot record
gestures, we askthat you answer orally. | fyouforget todo
this, thetranscriptionist mght just remnd yout odo so. The
transcriptionist may also askyout o certain terms, unusual
phrases, or acronyns that youm ght use i nyour answer.

Sone of our questions mght appear t obe basic, butthisi s
done t ohelp us clearly establish thefacts andt oclearly
understand t hesituation i nLibya. Ve askthat yougive conplete
and fulsome replies t oquestions based on your best recollections.

Pl ease provide unclassified informationt ot hegreatest
extent possible. I fi ti snecessary t oprovide classified
information i nresponse t ot hequestions, everyone i nthis roomi s
cleared t ot he level, and, therefore, you should not

hesitate t oprovide relevant information or details up t othat



[ evel of

i fa questionis unclear or you are uncertain in

your response, please | et us know | fyou don't know or renenber
the answer a question or don't renenber, simply SO

You should al so that, although interview i s
not under by law you are required t o answer questions
Congress truthfully, including posed by staffers in
interviews such as Do these circumstances?

Yes.
fl I's there that you unable to

provide your own truthful answers to today's questions?
No.
Pursuant to agreenment between the Arned
Services and the Oversight and Governnent Reform Commttees and

the Department of Defense, a transcript of today's proceedings

will be provided to the Department as soon as i tis prepared. The
Department will confirmthat the transcript contains Top-Secret
material or, alternatively, will apply a lower classification to

the docunent.

The Departnment has also agreed to return the origina
transcripts to the commttees, along with a second version that
includes only Secret information.

In conducting this work, the Department has agreed not to
share the contents of previous interview transcripts with

interviewees subsequently appearing before the conmittee or to use



these documents t oprepare intervieweesfor their appearances.
Wth this has t he Depart ment nade any
transcripts previous interviews toyoui n preparing

for today?

I No.
Thank
I would just note that you're by an
fromthe Department of Defense. | would askt he DD

counsel toatthis time please state his name for t herecord.

M. Edward Richards. 1'm DI agency counsel.
Wth these prelimnary remarks do you have any
introductory that you or your counsel would like t o make?
M. | " dlike t ohave a brief statement.
Since the and t he subsequent military
operations, theDepartment has redacted names of it spersonnel

06 or G515 and bel ow under Exenption B6 of t he Freedom of
Information Act. As such, we respectfully request both commttees
not publicly release thenames of DD interviewees who are 06 and
below. This includestheinterviewees from over thelast nonth.
This, of course, does not apply t ogeneral officers, flag
officers, and civilians who are Senior Executive Serviceor
Presidential appointees. V& appreciate the commttee's
cooperation on this point.

And before we begin, | also want t oreiterate, this i s a



Top-Secret interview, we will expedite a review of the

transcript i nitsentirety. Until then, we would appreciate you

treating thetranscript as a Top-Secret document. |tis the
of future interviews at t heTop-Secret level.
very nuch, your service and
your patience, here joining us
The clock reads about we'll call it 10:12a m, and
I"mgoing t ostart first hour of questions fromthe

representative of thecommttee chairman.

EXAM NATI CN

So, i fyou just state your current rank
and your assignment currently.
| United States Army. M current
assi gnment t hechief of staff of t heDoint Special Operations
Task Force -- Trans-Sahar a.
Q Ckay. Thanks.
And i f youcould just briefly walk us through your
educational and your professional background.
A So, again, I'mgoing toreiterate what counsel has
said, that | request that ny nane not be released.
| live ontheeconony i nGermany. | follow one assignment i n

Europe, where |'I| be t hespecial operations liaison officer



supporting an allied country. You know, from the beheading of the

ukK inthe UK t othe kidnapping of US
and t he
in
Rowe.
of
So the world is avery small place; i tis smaller for

those of us who have strangely spelled |ast names. So, please,
again, i fyoucould respect ny privacy.

1 ama graduate of amilitary college, the Military College

rgiai
Q Unh- huh.
A 1 on Active Duty 1994, M/ military education
explosive ordnance disposal course, the parachuti st
course, Ranger Special Forces, attachment officer and

conmanders course, SHRE school that goes with that, along with t he
US Arny advanced courses for ny branch and also the Command and
General Staff College.

Q And you you're chief of staff currently at

long have youbeen in that role?

A Just shy of a year.

Q Ckay. And immediately prior t othat, what was your
assi gnment ?

A I was the current operations director for the S 3-3
out of Special Operations GCommand Africa.

Q Ckay. And i f youcould just briefly describe what a

current operations director at SOCAFR CA -- what your role is ona



typical day.
A My i st oensure that the conmmand can maintain
communi cations with elements that are deployed tothecontinent of
that we receive all of their reporting, whether that i s
reports that come i n or, you know, it is,
you verbal or picture communications vi aspecial secret

and t he |ike.

ensuring that have awar eness of
where our forces are and what they're at al | times.
And, obviously, therole at SOCAFR CA ny understanding
that's a special operations command. So | mean, your area

of responsibility isreally thewhole continent except for Egypt,
right? | nean --
A Correct.

Ckay. Isi tpretty busy -- busy time i nthat role, or

A Yes, it' svery busy.

Q Ckay.
And how di dyou -- that position at -- first of all, | guess,
you were i nthat position, I take it, on Septenmber I[Ith andl12th,

2012, when theattack i nBenghazi occurred? Vés that your
assignment at thetime?

A Yes, i t was.



| guess, at that time, long had beeni n

that role?
A | believe a little or alittle less than 18
1
A --» |'d been t hecurrent operations director.

Q Now, had you been assigned t o AFR QOM i mmedi ately prior

to that, or was that your first assignment at AFR GOWP

Yes, that -- well, that, was ny first assignment to
Oper ations Africa
A permanently, but had deployed t oAfrica previously

in ny career
Ckay.

A --to support, i twas then SOHR--

A -- before t hegreat divide.

Q Sure. Sure.

And how di d you, just so we can understand, | nean, how did
you conme t o be assigned as t hecurrent operations director at
SOCAF?

A | PCSed i n-- permanent change of station -- during
that summertime. That i sa Special Forces officer billet, so they
| ooked around t o see who was comng in. There were three billets

for lieutenant colonels within thecomand, andthat was one of



them So, you it was, "Here's your job," foplack of a
better term

Fair enough.

I know yousaid you'd had sone experience on t he

continent prior t othis. Had youever been specificallyto

before?
A No.
| had not been t oLibya before 11 Septenber 2012.
Q Ckay. So -- okay. That's all | need t oknow.
So when were i nt he SOCAFRI CA, current operations
director role, youjust describe what your reporting chain

woul d have been, you know, who was above you?

A Ckay. So AFR QM i s above us.

A ; SOCAFR CA, Special Operations GCommand Africa, i sone of
the conponents, along with US Arny Africa, Ai r Forces Africa,
and Marine Forces Africa, and Naval Forces Africa.

Y AFRAM i s next higher headquarters.



j
d within SOCAF, what was t he when youwere situated
as current operations director, kind of, what was t hefood chain,
if will, at SOCAF, of, going up from you?
ny supervisor was thecurrent operations

director, sothe S 3.

And he answers t ot hechief of staff, who then

answers t ot he commander.

A Now there i salso deputy commander i nthere, but
within reporting, thechief of staff runs thestaff. The deputy

comrander i st heguyi ncharge when t he boss i s away.

Sur e,
So sounds like -- andcorrect ne i f I' mwong. | nean, it
sounds like, youknow, for your, sort of, activities, you'd

be working within t he SOCAF chain. And, now, t ot he S3CAF chain,
was i t from thetop, would then go, youknow, speak t o AFR COw
s that howi t would work? Or di dyougo outside t odeal with

AFRI QOM fol ks directly?

A So we would go unilaterally.

Q Yeah.

A So | would talk tothe (BE M
Got it.

A i fthey have information requirements. So daily



SI TREPS go to them

A Inacrisis or an emergency we begin talking
back and forth almost immediately. So we will go Tandber g;
they were on short Iist. So w could talk via secure
mai ntenance really quickly. MNw w were only, geez, | don't

know, 50 meters away.
Right. It'sa small space.
A But, know, you've sort of got your ow world to
worry about,
Yeah. Would i t be on the sane floor there physically,
or be on different levels or just different cubicles?

A No, it'sright across the road.

A So i fyou canme to Stuttgart, you know where the canteen
Q Yeah.
A -- and the old chapel?
Yeah.
A So the old chapel isthe current operations for

AFRIGOM  Right across the street i s Special Operations Gomrand
Africa. And we were on the third floor.

Q Sure. Ckay.

And then, so that the relationship AFR GOM Wat

about with respect to | mean, what was the relationship



that you would with themoperationally? Different people

than that elenment.
A They're our command.

Okay. And di dyou have a counterpart that dealt

with over there?

A Yes.

A I believe was I can't renmenber who t he current

operations director --

That's fine.
were there? Excuse And by who was t he 33 whenyou
M. Do you recall?
Yes, | do.
Ckay. So i tis
And do | yout osay that the AFRQOM B and t he

SOCAFRI CA D3C were i ndifferent buildings?
. Correct
Ckay.
I
And, you know, we also understand, youknow, having
studied alittle bitabout AFRGOM it' ssort of an interesting,
nore integrated, i f youwill, relationship with the State

Department. 1'mjust wondering what, you know, on a regular



basi s, your role asthe current operations for SOCAF, what was
your relationship t othe State Departnment personnel that were
permanently assigned t o AFR COM

A V¢ have - -at Special Operations Command Africa, we

ave our own State Department advisor --

Q Uh- huh.
A -- who i s apart of the senior staff, andthat would be
with

Woul d that be what they call the political advisor, or

pol ad?

A She was our -- sheis our pol ad.
Gkay. And do recall who that person was in the

time period of the attack, by any chance?

A | t was Carl, and nowit's Melanie. And | can't
remenber, | think Melanie

Q Sure.

A -- was there at the time.

Q

And, | guess, you know, our understanding also is there's
also a deputy t othe commander for military activities,
who's a senior State Department person. I's that -- | take i t you

didn't interact with that person?

A At AFR Gawp



Yeah.

Yes
Yeah. | nean, you with that level, or
it was npre at the commuander's |evel?
A No, | didn't interact with ~ other than

counterparts within current operations at AFRQOM | di dnot

interact routinely with the senior --

A at AFR GQM

Q Ckay.

And what about, obviously, the State Department people out
the i nLibya for exanple, | nean, you interact with
t hem aregular basis? O was i tnore with themilitary chain
of command, folks that were military out there?

A No, as the current operations director, | didnot
interact with State Departnment personnel Li bya.

Q Ckay. Very good.

Then, also, prior tothe attack, the 11 September 2012 attack
in Benghazi, were you aware that there was a State Depart ment

annex that was i n Benghazi? Wre you aware of that? V&' ve heard

that -- there's been sone reporting that sone folks may not have
been aware that there was actually an annex i nBenghazi. Wre you
awar e that prior tothe attack?



Q You Ckay. WVés that known -- let ne, of ,
work out concentrically. Vés that known generally within SOCAF,
at there was an annex?
A No I don't know
You don't know.

You said "State Department annex."

Yes.
Ckay.
annex, as opposed tothetenporary mission
facility. So, i nother words let's separate it. | think | see

you're saying,

Q There's atemporary mssion facility i nBenghazi, which
was where theattack actually initiated, andthen there was also
an annex i n Benghazi.

So | guess ny question is, were youaware of both facilities

prior totheattacks of 11 Septenber?

A I cannot recall. And | saythat because we're 18
mont hs hence, and so |l cannot recall i f I knew | knew we had a
facility --

Q Yeah.

A 11 Septenber 2012. | do not recall if I knew

there were two facilities.

Q

A I nay not have.



And t hereason | ask i swe've t o sone
ot her folks ont heground, themlitary, who said that
they didn't becone aware of thefact that there had been a second
facility, annex i nBenghazi, until thenight of theattack or
thereafter. So that's asked.
your recollection i sthat you're not quite sure when you
about it prior totheattack; i sthat right?

A Ri ght .

1 know now that there aretwo facilities.

Ri ght .
A I do not know i f on that date -- | knewthere was at
| east one, and | can't recall i f | knew before or afterwards.
Q
remenber being surprised tolearn that
there was a facility?

No, | don't renenber being

surprised that there was a second facility there.

Ckay.
| want t o nove on, actually, and just talk -- and | think
we're going togo chronologically, so we're going totalk about
before the attack.

The SST, thespecial security -- or security support team,

that was supporting t hesecurity of t he Enbassy prior to the



attack, i twas a DD team Wat was your understanding -- first
of you were aware of t he and were you aware of their

role, their mssion?

A Yes, | was.
Okay. | mean, were you fam liar with it, or was
it not you dealt with on a daily basis?
A Yes, i t was | dealt on a basi s.

['m sorry, was something you dealt with?

Yes, it

Q So i sitcorrect tosaythat theSST' s primary function
was providing security t otheEnbassy; i s that fair t osay?
I f1 recall correctly, | nean, there was an EX CRD, an

execution order, that was published fortheSST --

A --tostand themup. And that was -- i f 1 recall

correctly, that was their mission.
Ckay. Were they, t oyour know edge, engaged i nother

activities beyond providing security strictly?

| can just help you out, actually. W're aware of that there
may have been sone nenbers of t he SST that were engaged i n sone
sort of pre-1208 assessment activity, pending a formal 1208
security force assistance program \Were you aware of that?

A Yes.



A | was aware that i twas our command's priority to

assist the Libyans with standing up t he NPAA 1208 counterterrorism

force,

A you know, speci al operators arethere, you
know, t o support their primary m ssion, then also t o be prepared
to shift and nove t ot he next position when authorities and

the funding are provided.

Do you recall when t he 1208 program specifically for Libya

was actually approved?

A was Sept ember 2012, | believe, but

Q

A I would have t o go back and review t heorders --

Q Under st ood.

A --to know for sure.

Q Okay. Dust try and, kind of, locate i ta little bit
nore precisely. nean, do you recall, was i tapproved prior to
Anbassador Stevens comng out in, | think -=

A No, i twas not.

Q
A Because t he docunments that | remenber seeing have
Anmbassador signature --

Q Ckay.



- which was after Anbassador Stevens was

Mr. believe i twas Stevens, and then

M, Richards. -- who was after Stevens?

Roebuck after

fIf1jfcirhards.

was sent out from t he State Depart ment

to --
M. S0 Cretz was before Stevens --
. -- because Stevens was after Cretz. And then
Stevens, | forget t he Anbassador's nane after that.
Yeah. Ckay.

then t heauthority was signed
before 11 Septenber 2012, but had not --
There was an approval process, | think.
was an approval, and |
think we were concerned and, again, we are 18 nonths hence. I
believe we were worried about protections and immunities, at that

point i ntime, for theforce --

Q Yeah, there was an issue -- we're going t oask
about that. We're interested i nthat.

But | guess thereason | aski s, | think our understanding,



based upon sone of these some of the information we've

heard, i sthat sone of pre-1208 assessnent activity that some
pf the SST engaging in have prior tothe formal
approval of 1208. I s that your understanding?

A Rephrase t he question.
Q

asking, were they doing two things at one time?
Q

A So, tony know edge, you know, their primary m ssion

Vs t o provide security.

And that's what they did. So, again, that didnot
preclude them from working with the Defense attache, with the CC
chief, and the other nenbers of the t eam begin totry
to figure out what the next logical of that mi ssion will
ook like and how they inmplement it .

Q Ckay.
But it'syour recollection that the was
associ ate Anmbassador Cretz with the 1208 approval.

That was the |ast document |
remenber, That was the initial document that was signed forthe
approval for the 1208.

But, again, so it'snot alight switch that you can turn on.
, how, you know, the next concern from the coomand and from

State was, you know, protections and immunities for the



individuals conducting the training.

And maybe we just, unless youwant to down this 1208

road, we can about t he real briefly.
A
So our that the P& issue becane an
i ssue upon conclusion of the m ssion, which, just to help

you out, | think was 4 August 2012.

So maybe you wal k us through the withthe
P&l issue. \Wat your awareness of that?
Tangential, at best. | knew that i twas a concern, i t
was being by t hesenior staff at AFRQGOM But as far as
the nuts bolts of that, wasn' t aware of howthey wer e,

for lack of a better term making t he sausage. M intent was, |
need t o know when they're approved so that we begin, again, to

nmove people i nand out of country

A t o support the mission.

Q Were there any other security force assistance type of
arrangenents that were being contemplated? For exanple, was there
any global security contingency fund program being contenmplated
for Libya, t oyour know edge?

A don't know.

Q Ckay. So this would be training of Libyan speci al

forces. Other than 1208, you weren't privy tothat?



Ch, sowe're talking you know, 1206, 1207 al pha?

So, nean, our -- yeah, so, our plans shop -- so we're
trying t olook at, what does thefuture Li byan
like? So, you know, we were clearly tolean forward t o
| ook Li bya, which had a deficit security, of how we
could assist relatively t ohelp reenforce --
did
A -- and create cr capability --
Q Yeah.
A -- you know, within the SOF of responsibility.
just with respect tothese security force
assistance | mean, can you just describe for us what
your been i nimplementing those or effecting those?
So, from the current operations director?
Q Yeah,
A So, j obi st oknowthat they're com ng, okay,
this i sfit i nthepie. then, you know, so plans noves

t hem forward, and then we nove them into country.

Q Sure.

A And ny jobi sto, you know, track, monitor, get their
reporting, nake sure we know where they're going and what they're
doing, and prepare for contingencies, you know, f or whatever.

Q Soisitfair tosaythat, sort of, once t he prograns

are operating and DD personnel are i ncountry executing them



that then you're really, sort of -=
A Right. So that goes from, you know, planned operations
to execution.

Q Yeah.

A Once they're ready for execution, then they handof f
the -- hand theplan and theforces, and then we deploy them
into country.

Q

A Then that becomes ny responsibility.

Q Sure. |

Let back for a mnute. respect tothe SST, our

i sthere were several extensions of the mi ssion,
wher e Department woul d request DD t oextend t he mission
for 90 or 120 days. This happened several times.

What was your understanding of that process? Didyou have
any visibility that process, specificallytheinteraction
between State and DOD?

A No, | didn't have any know edge well, | didn't have
any participationinto or know edge of what t hediscussions were

going back and forth forthe extensions.

Your know, job you know, we have a map ont he
calendar. | naccordance with the EX G- they're under chief of
m ssion authority. So, you know, | have a mark on t hewall of

when that BEX GRD expires. So i twas ny jobt obackwards plan and

begin, you know, letting the 3 know we're 30 days out from vyou



this D And, know, t he 3, which i stheoperations,

or the 35, which i spolicy, to, know, begin going back t ogo
to say, does State want t oextend this or not? And so
they had those discussions at thesenior level.
That's helpful. you.
So you knew when t he SST expired, because was on
your calendar, and you that there not been an extension?
A

di dyou know that a smaller unit was being
organi zed to, for want of a better word, replace it Li bya?

A I don't follow your question. Wt was the smaller

Q Well, there was t he SST, which had menbers; i s that
your understanding?

A Uh- huh.

Q And was t helast commander of that
unit.

A Correct.

Q And he and nany of the 16 left t hecountry when their
-- when t he EX GD expired.

A

Q And then a| came t o Libya a
different assignment but some of the sane personnel, a small

nunber of personnel under hi s command.



A Unh- huh.
You were aware of that transition?

Yes, | was.

And just t ofollow up on our understanding i s
that that relating tothe of SST and then standing
up the nor mal relationship those m ssions that
woul d be going forward. | sthat your that t he
drawdown from the 16 thesmaller teamthat ny colleaguei s
referring to, that was part of t hedrawdown of SST then moving

to anore normal security force assistance relationship?
A Well, i twas part of, you know, working throughthe
process of protections and for the forces that werei n

the country.

A So, under the BEX QD for the SST, P& was ensured

because they were under chief of mission authority. Wen we
t ocounterterrorism 1208 program protections and

immunities area G33OM t heconmbat ant commander's
responsibilities. So, you know, part of that i syouonly have
peopl e conducting m ssion where you can ensure their
protections and immunities i n country.

Q So, for exanple, i f one of themgot into sone sort of a
legal incident, car accident or something like that, that becomes

a concern very quickly, right?



28

nd yourecall howthis issue was out between State

and AFRGMwith respect t otheteamthat was there after SST, how

[they worked out their P& ?

that was being again, at AAFRGCOM and
pol-m1l --
Q Okay.
A -- from the deputy for DOMA | forget. The
senior pol-m | advisor at andt he AFR GOM commander .

Could we just gooffthe record for one noment ?

[Discussion of fthe record.]
BY,
| want t ojust go back for a second and nake sure |
have an understanding of your understanding of this transition
the SST team | ed by to the subsequent
team that went country. For want of a better word, we'll refer
to that subsequent team as TeamLi bya --
A
Q -- unless you have a--
A No, that's great.
Q Al | right. So, t owhat extent were youaware of --
well, letne aski tthis way. You were aware that the EX GRD had

expired and and histeanm s nmandate was expiring



Yes.

And you were aware that was being stood
yes?

Yes. And that was our intent, totransition at sone
point i ntime t oconduct that mssion with Libyan SCF, special
operations forces.

And were you aware, t ot heextent

personnel that were unit were -- transitionedto
the Li bya? Do know i f any of t he same personnel

A nmenory serves ne correct, went i n,
and t heother, | believei twas three personnel, were remainders

t heoriginal SST. They were nmenbers of an Operational
Det achnment Al pha out of forces group. So, know, we

were into the second or third Iteration of rotating forces bothi n

support of the SST and i nprepping forthefuture for Li bya.
Q | see. | understand that -- or we understand that
produced, | think, daily written situation reports.
A
Q Di dyou evaluate them i nyour position? Didyousee
t henf?
A Yes.

Q And di d you ever communicate outside t he situation

reports with about hi swork and activities?



Occasionally.

similarly, as he
was transitioning di dyou ever talk with meet with himas
he assum ng hisrole i n Libya?

A Yes.

did have any -- ever have any with

jabout theeither -- well,
about activities?,

Wth | cannot recall, | nean, |

talk t ony counterpart, which at ope point i ntime was
current operations director at
before depl oyed, and then whoever hi s subsequent

replacement. | would not nove directly t oa subordinate

I understand.
And so the sane question applies, then, there's no particular
reason to to about

activities once they started or as they were starting?

A | don't your
Q I think I"mjust tryingtoaskt owhat extent you nmay
have tal ked about activities,

You explained i twouldn't betypical that youwould got oa senior
comander about someone else's activities.

A

Q The sane applies, | assume, then, about discussing with



activities once he went in

country?

A Yeah, that's correct.

Q
Q I 1 just want to ask a little bit about
on the in Libya, tothe extent you were
awar e, that you weren't there --

A Ckay.

Q al so understanding you were getting -- or
SITREPS from for exanple, talking to folks there time
to time.

In your at the time -- and this is, again, before the
attack di d you have understandi ng about security at the
Enbassy in Tripoli? Ws that ever with SST, for
exanpl e?

A Other than generalities.

Q What were those? Wat your general sense about the
there?
A | don't recall. | was nore concerned with tracking

their noverments when they were moving generally outside of the
Enbassy with the Ambassador.
Q | guess |I'm just wondering i fthey my have shared --
for exanple, my have shared a concern about the

Enbassy or passed along concerns that maybe he or his team had or



State people on the ground had. Do you --

A X can't recall |: passing any concerns about

the security before !l saw himon the

Q about respect tothe tenmporary mi ssion
the Department facility, any concerns
that you were aware of by on the that you
tal ked about the security there?
A it's Benghazi. That's a long way away.
Yeah.

A Again, w talked about the tyranny of distance. The
i sthat there is those kinds l egs become much

nore difficult i fsomeone cones of f and breaks aleg.

Q Yeah.
A You know, we have t o nedevac people off continent.
And we' ve had, know, acci dents where we've had to nove US
out from Central Africa. And we're now,

you know, stabilized for 24 hours to get them out of country.

[t's alittle biteasier inthe Md sonetims, but that was,
you know, a concern of the further you're away from your known,
you know, capabilities fortriaging personnel -- Dbecause there
were medical facilities that | understand inTripoli, both within
the Embassy and that they had worked with local doctors, and then
the ability to nove out of --

Q Yeah.

A -- relativelyquickly to Europe.



Q What about -- you nentioned t hetyranny of distance.

Any other concerns about Benghazi as i trelatesto
security there, f or exanple?

A | mean, t heeast i s-- you know, our intelligence
assessnment e-- | B assessnent
that, you know, theeast is from t he of Libya. [
mean, and there's three four different reasons, depending on

ow t olook at

The east i s, you know, generally nore

historically, than west .

Q

A So that i s a concern. wasn't an overt concern,
know, but i t was one of those things where, i f
at t he space, i s concerning.

A But, you know, there was a facility there that was

being staffed by US personnel. That's where we had based out of

during the revolution.

Q Ri ght .
A So, you know, i t was one of those things that was
continually weighed allthetime. So i twas -- so, again, that's

where people had al ways been --
Q
A --intheeast, to support therevolutionas they noved

west. And so, you know, we had, you know, sort of, roots there



early during the revolution.

Q So was the -- you I twas continually

and | totally understand why that would be. What was the --

that cpnversation that ws kind of an one inside AFR CCM
or inside
A | don't i twas an ongoing conversation. | t was
that continued to keep our eyes on and evaluate
to i fthere sone sea
So, again, you know, the we |ooked at all things
after the Arab Spring; know, which way are politics
running Tunisia? After the In attack i n Al geria, what

effect does that have internal within Algeria and our mil-to-mil
engagement |

So, again, just part of the larger calculus of trying to
eval uate how does this affect our engagenent

know, and then the bigger whole, as far as State and, you
know, our whol e-of-government approach to countries.

Q And just stepping back to -- you know, again, we're
really just trying to understand how AFR GCMworks, for exanple.
| mean, is this something that just your military colleagues would
be discussing or kind of keep tabs on, or was i talso something
you'd be discussing with your Department colleagues in
AFRI COwWP

A Ot her than -- so, you know, again, Mnday, Wdnesday,



we have our conmmander's update brief. There's also
an operations andintelligence brief that is done at the
level on Defense Connect Online. basically, you can
from your desk, andthat's where youwould get an
intelligence report back of, here's what we're seeing, here's how
we're monitoring the situation, here's what we think is going on.
And so | would keep eyes on at AFRQOM at the strategic
level
So, to the extent to which the DOMA who's the senior State
rep, would speak or, youknow, there were
inthere, t othe extent t owhich they would brief in,
kind of, level, | was aware of
conversations. But as far as conversations, no.
I't'ssort of our understanding from looking at this for
some time, nunmber of fol ks have suggested that there was a
starting about the June 2012timeframe noving forward, there was
kind of a downward trend in security, I suppose inthe country
generally, but particularly in Benghazi in the east. | nmean,
there was, you know, t heattack onthe State Department facility
there in June. There was also an attack on the Ambassador from
the UK, his convoy.
A Uh- huh.
Q There was a series of incidents. | nean, was this
something that youwere tracking, youal | were tracking in AFR GQOM

and, kind of, aware of? O what was your sense about that?



A It shard to being it's 18 nmonths So

bet ween t herun-up before and, ypu know, afterwards, it's hardf or
todifferentiate between theattacks.

You again, thesecurity i nLibya
was concerning, because of thedeficit of a security
apparatus after the Qadhafi regime. But, you know, with regards
to overt concerns i ntherun-up beforehand, you know, | can't
recall.

need t o say, so there's a metric, right?

Q Yeah.
A So every day i safire drill incurrent operations. So
not a fire i nUganda, Libya. I fit's nota
fire Libya, it'safire in, you know, in or i nMali,
you know, because just

Q Your focus on a day-to-day basis was shifting.

A Right. So that's | do, i s-- sothat's alarge
portion of what we do, i srunning fromfire tofire, you know,
trying tomaintain situational awareness. So, totheextentfor
Li bya, i nJune, | don't recall.

Q That's very helpful. Thank you.

And then, also, just, again, with respect tothe temporary
mi ssion facility, the State Department facility i nBenghazi, you
know, we understand there was a discussion about whether t o extend
it | t was on a year-to-year timeframe with the State Department.

Do you recall any discussions about whether toextendi t,



whether t onmake i t perhaps a permanent State Department facility?

Vs that ever brought t oyour ar e you aware of ?
A No.
about, sort of briefly, evacuation? | f needed a
nonconbat ant evacuation, say, Tripoli, or Benghazi for that
matter, was that something woul d be i ntracking

the plans for that, or i sthat handled elsewhere?

So -- | don't recall. and
the theater special isn't necessarily taskedto
conduct an NEQ or a noncombat ant operation, because
the majority of those assets have t o come, you know, for --i s

airlift-heavy out of Air Forces Africa. So we would not
necessarily be the component. | f we have forces ont he
ground, we would be supporting a supported.

So | don't recall seeing or reviewingtheNQ i fthere was a
NEO plan for Libya --

Q Ckay.

A -- at that point intime. just don't recall.

Q Fair enough.

when di dyou become aware that Anmbassador Stevens had

planned t otravel t o Benghazi?

A | don't think | was aware. Because, again, sothe SST
was not supporting; therefore, we di dnot have people traveling

with them Therefore, i twas i nthebi gbox of things that wasn't



ny responsibility. had ot her to fight.
t hat surprised that he was in Benghazi.
recall tracking that he was going to be traveling,

Q sort of, kind of, when you heard that

there had been an attack that he was there?

A Yes.

A | f 1 recall. Again, | can't-- wasn't surprised he
was i n Benghazi, but | don't renenber necessarily tracking that he
was there.

Q So, just to step back to what you just said, | guess,
the SST there and the Anbassador, whether i t was
Anbassador Gretz or subsequently Anmbassador Stevens, they were
with him supporting his novements, that that would' ve
been something that you would' ve been ina SITREP or
somet hi ng?

A

woul d' ve been something w would ve tracked

Q Okay. That's helpful.

A Generally. Even though they were under chief of
m ssion authority, just for our situational awareness, because
they're our forces, we would ve kept an eye on them

Q They' d report in. Yeah. Ckay.

A Well, they -- no, they weren't reporting into us,



Notifying you?
we woul d' ve seen

their SITREP where they were going to be traveling,

Can we take that al |

S, we can go of f therecord.



RPTS

POMN
BY
| want t o back t ojust topic and
nmake that I understand, just have clarity on it .
Understand from talking other folks per haps
from things Admiral Losey told us when he cane and
briefed t he Department was was

that t heSST sizing was going from 16 t oa smaller
And we're led t obelieve, we're having t heimpression

they were concerned that this reduction, this relatively

dramatic reduction the of personnel would set back sone
of their efforts and mil building some
things. Andthey were concerned and by this fairly
reduction.
Do you have cont enpor aneous understanding or know edge of

that concern and disappointment that thesize was going from 16 t o

sone smaller nunber?

A I knewthose discussions were ongoing. | knewthat we
had sized down from 16t o I knewwe were i ndiscussions to,
again, gettheCr force, thelibyans -- again this, keeping this
and below -- getting that training off t heground. So I was aware

that those were i nconversations. But | was not privy to the

Q Fine. Thankyou.



You al so said that when i nhis position, you
reviewed the SI TREPS that he produced and sent up?
A

The

| produce a similar SITREP n he
took hi s position?
A Yes, he did.
you review those
Yes.
you t remenber -- | think your previous
answer -- whether or not | | mentioned any of those

SI TREPS that t he Anbassador was going t o Benghazi?

| don't
And di d any other military personnel | nlLibya, andl'm
thinking, for instance, of the NRV, Office of Security

Cooperation, produce SITREPS that have conme t oyo

Q Al'l right. Thankyou.
Off the record.

@& back onthe record, Tine i s11:06.

EXAM NATI ON

I"d like t otake the opportunity to



thank you your service for with us today. M
nane i s ["mwith the staff of the Oversight
CGovernnment Reform Gommittee, And I'mjoined by ny colleagues
both Oversight and Government Reform Gonmttee and Ar med
Services Gomnmittee, During ny colleagues I
like t oask a series of questions about attacks i n
Benghazi, of which may revisit sone of t hetopics discussed

during theprevious hour.

Qur intent i nasking gquestions i sto as conplete
and accurate a record as canonly beginto
appreciate the circumstances were for you your

on that night.
And, like t o by asking a series of
gquestions about your appearance today. Areyou appearing

before us voluntarily today?

A Can you rephrase t hequestion?
Q | syour appearance here voluntary?
A a sort, | guess. | mean --

Richards. There's no subpoena.

There's no subpoena. So, yes,

guess i ti svoluntary.

Q | sthere any reason t obelievethat the statements
you're providing today will not be complete or truthful?

A No. There i sno reason t obelievethey are not



conplete and truthful.

you ever asked or ordered anyone not to
provide information related t othe September 2012 attacksi n

Benghazi t oCongress?

Have you been asked or ordered t osign a nondisclosure

t o attacks?
A
Q Like to turn conversation during the hour
inthe Joint Operations or the JGC  Could

you help explain for role of the JOC within what
role i t served?

A So, again, to-- Joint Operations Center is
monitor current operations, compile and receive reporting,
whether i tis written or over radio or telephone, t obe the
focus i nacrisis to toacrisis or energency.

Okay. And howwas the JOC generally staffed?

A So | have ny current staff, sointhe JOC there was a
smal | enclosed roomwith secret termnals on the conmputers, VIC
suite for a Tandberg tel ephones andtermination for for
secure satellite comunications. W& called i tthe bubble. So
that was manned 24 hours a day, 7 days a week. Then | hada
nunmber of staff who worked for ne@ inthe current operations
directorate. But that was kind of the skeleton staff of --you

know, t oensure the reporting was continuing t obe tracked. I n an



emer gency a representative of t he staff

directorates come upi norder to prep a -- what we woul d
call aprepfor crisis situation prepared t obrief back a

on thecurrent situation was andthen receive his
gui dance and then nove on planning teamt o

prepare to'responrd and provide options fora crisis.

Can you just describe generally your comruni cations

capability? YQu hadmentioned during thelast with t he four
el ements, where the i s country, how woul d
with then
Which ones? | tdepends --by principle, tryt o
establish what i s a PACE plan, Primary Alternate

Contingency and Energency communi cations. So that, youknow, no
matter what thesituation, we could conmunicate sone way,
manner, shape, or form And sothose take a lot of varying
different -- they're different i ndifferent places on the
continent, based upon where the satellites arefor based
upon what systems we have t o push forward i norder t o support

them So it just depends on -- | nean, as a principle, wetry to
keep four distinct -- andby "distinct," you know, not four
different cellphones, but four distinct forms of communications,
not all of them classified. But - - or not al | of them secure, but

so that we cancontact soneone i nacrisis situation i f we need

Q Andt o serve as a redundant form of communication.



Q I think mentioned that for the you guys
are moving fromfire tofire. That you're | ookingat
Africa and dealing lots of situations. Can you sort of just
describe us sort of what a day i nthelife of t he D3C
is relativet ot hecontinent? | nean, what countries are
you with?

A So al lthe -- sofor Special Operations Command Africa,

it i sallthecountries onthecontinent, mnus Egypt. And so,

again, i tdepends. |t could be very slow or i tcould be extremely
hectic, depending on going on. | fthere i sa coup Mal i,
that suck al Il of t he oxygen out of room andthat i s your
focus. I f i sa kidnapping i nt heHorn of Africa i f

there's a kidnapping, youknow, intheCulf of Niger or -- you
know, i tjust depends. So it days arequiet; sone

days areextremely hectic, on what t hecrisis du jour

Q And we were talking about situation reports. Are you
getting situation reports from al | these different countries
pretty much al |l the time?

A Fromal | of our elements that aredeployed from al |l of
the elements that aresigned t o Special Operations GCommand Africa,
we get daily situation reports.

Q And so how many reports would that typically beor



what's the volume we're talking about here?

Bet ween 20 pages, once we conpile them all together

and prep and send them t o AFRI COM

SOjust following upon Chris's point there, there were

ot her associated with ont he
int: is, correct?
Ckay. explain -- 1 think described

>erhaps t herelationship between yotir 30Candt he AFRGCM D3OG f or

instance, just the connectivity between t hedifferent D3Z?

So we theregular Suite pf -- 1 say --
secret level conmputers, secure, unclassified conmputers. secret
suite for secure video teleconferencing. The with

tel ephones, they areboth secret

And we had that sane DCC
Q Andfor sone of t heprior incidents onthe continent,
or referred toasthefire drills, you ever in a position
where you were comrunicating with theother D33 related t othat

incident, coordinating anyresponse t owhatever m ght be unfolding

on t he ground?

A Yes.



Q Ckay. And was that a generally -- howwoul d you

describe that Vés informationfreely shared?
A Yes. I it's collaborative. So it's
again, I'm to what AFR QM seeing and i s
| .
either its conmponents. I''m
t o provide them an assessment of we're seeing as nuch

as possible.
Q And | know you mentioned this during thelast hour
about hoping youcould clarify. Could just again walk us

through your specific reporting structure, your supervisory chain?

A So | was t he Operations current operations
director. Sothe M/ direct supervisor was t he operations
director, the J| mm mm who was part of t he
staff, above hi mwas t hechief of staff, who was |

t he D3O was I commander was Adm ral
Losey,

Q Ckay. But at any given time, would those

personnel be located with i nt he D3C?
we dida -- you know, again, we call ita
60-m nute drill. So 60 mnutes from notification of a crisis was

to have personnel representatives from thestaff i nthe D3C
preparing a brief t obrief back t ot he commander within 60
m nutes. That's after we hadthefinal recall. Andthen t ogive
him a situation report of where we think we stand with regardst o

a crisis or an energency or a situation. Andthen, youknow,



prepare to nove to plan for options.
i

Sure. Howoften Wuld perform those drills?
A to do just asatraining just
to get back i n  east a quarter. Dustt o

ake sure that we had updated telephone
contact of f duty have t hem show up.

And woul d those drills ever involve

woul d they ever held jointly with other
the |ast had that
there a State Departnment advisor that was part
of senior |eadership that insome sort of political

el aborate ohtheir role and their
responsibility?

A At AFR QM or at SOCAFR CA?

Q Were there two different individuals?

A Correct. So SOCAFR CA has a advisor whois
fromthe State Department, and AFRGQOMhas a pol-mil| advisor, or a
handful. Thedeputy commander for operations, | can't remenber
what, DOMA deputy commander -- DOMA i s the senior State Department
rep, whois usually an anmbassador or former anbassador.

Okay. For the SOCAF pol-mil advisor, can you describe
for ustheir roles?

A Their role isto assist the command as aninterface

with Department of State and the country teams in the individual



countries i n also to our understand t he

perspective for you know, when we are beginning togoin
and begin programs like the i nlibya, you sot o help
facilitate, know, those discussions t o nove those prograns

Q  Okay. Wuld those individuals ever issue orders or

military personnel?

State Department?

A No, they are not within thechain of

So their role they would interface
with their State Department | sthat -=
A So, again, they're senior staff, but they are special
staff i nthat they are advisers t ot he conmander. like so
like a i fyouwere a judge advocate general representative

within thestaff, naybe a senior officer, but they're not a

commander, they are an advisor t othe comander. Make any sense?

The term for special staff.
Sure.

During thelast hour, you used aterm the"tyranny of

distance.” | was wondering i f you could elaborate on that phrase
for us and what you nmeant. | think you described i ti nsone
detail, but I was hoping you could describe i tinnore detail for

A Ckay. As we joke, Africa i sa bigcountry. [|t"'shuge.



So, | i tisproblematic. | ti s not insurmountable, it

-- i tisjust massive distances. So i ti s -- lack of a
better term i ti swhat it a math problem It's a
routine We say. Al ot of things, |ike said,
"Professionals tactics --" | Nean, "Professionals think

logistics, and amateurs think tactics." I tis fuel,

so these are things that we have t o keep
we're planning operations anyplace the continent.
I think i nthat you al so mentioned the

tyranny of distance i nthe context of medi cal evacuation

medevac. Just toclarify, indicated was known about
the medical capabilities in Can you el abopate on that?
I think you i tas a known quantity. Can you discuss how
t hat what your understanding was of their medical capabilities?

understanding duping the SST was that the medical
personnel assigned to the opepational attachment, Alpha, had
wopked with the team | believe thepe i s an RN (P a nupse
ppactitionep assigned tothe enmbassy. And that they had set up,
you know -- so, again, poutinely, they have limited capability to
deal with -- with But they have sone. | didn't knowt o
the extent of what i twas, | just knewthat they had coopdinated
it, based upon peading theip recopds, that these things had been
working with and were capabilities.

Q Ckay.

A Exactly what they were, | can't speak to



Vés your understanding they had some confidence i n

those i nthose capabilities?

So anything bettep than -- so again -- i fw go
to i nlragq, know, back when | was doing
back before 9/11 we go to continent, so the planning
factor anything i shbetter than your Special Forces nmedic having
to stabilize you 24 t 0 48 get out of
country. Anything shorter than that i s So | don't know,

deal with thespecifics of what they had. But Tripoli and Libya
are not -- they are fopNorth Africa. And so
ny undepstanding t he medical facilities Tripoli were, you
know, at |least adequate. That was ny undepstanding.

Ckay. Thank you.

€3] t he pecopd.
[ Recess. ]
Back on t he So it's about 11:32 am
going tostart the side's second houp.
BY
Q So, | wondeping i fwe could just shift geaps now

and nmove t ot henight of theattack Septenber 11 to 12, 2012.
Dust t o kind of set thetable on that. Didyou have any
with (P State Department personnel about the
security situation or security planning for Libya i nthe days
leading up t ot he anniversary of Septenmber [Ith?

A No. | mean, we were aware t he anniversary of the



was so, again, concern a perspective
of just something to keep our eyes on. But | don't renenber

having discussions with senior policy advisors, comvand or

Wre there any specific or security plans
recall that put i n place because of the anniversary?
A | cannot recall.
A | mean, i twould depend on country by country. I na
pl ace Uganda, not so important. I na place Iike

alittle nore important.

Q Sure.

A Sudan.
Oh the day of the attacks, September 2012, were you

aware of any specific or general threatsto US interests i nthe

| can't remenmber exactly when, but earlier that day,
so, again, the about the Prophet Mihammad had surfaced and

was causing consternation. But I cannot recall where actual

protests may or may not have been taking place. | can't renenber.
A | don't think -- I don't renember -- so, again, | left
that evening, | don't remenber things being -- things were not

terribly contentious when | had gone hone that night.

being September 10th? O which

night are you talking about?



thellth

That's what |'m asking.

So, for the
was t he
Q [t was 11 September 2012. n the anniversary of.
9 So on the of, So itws actually
attack started about
The night of the llth morning of the
A So to was the question again?

You left work foryour duty day, on the end of
duty day on the [Ith.
O the [lth.
W're going t o get tothis, but subsequently you
were recalled.

Correct,

And you the or the video
that you were sort of generally aware of Do you recall how
you | earned about that, that being an issue?
A No. | can't recall exactly where -- | don't know i f it
cane through an intelligence report or open-source nedia back i n

the States. So, again, inthe Doint Operations Center, we have



news coverage comng on. So | can't remenber where it cane from

first,

Sure. Do you were there any concernsthat you
wer e . ‘of.fhat that mght spark generlall unrest i ntheregion?
A "Concerns/' how you nean?
Dust that this video would you security

concern for our US personnel inthe region.

A | mean, so we're always concerned for,
/ou our personnel i ntheregion. The is, didthis
stand out as a particular concern as t oa coup i n Mali
or sol -- what on thescale --

Q Fair enough.

A highly concerned. There's, you know, US
personnel have been injured, you know, or US citizens have
been ki dnapped, like i ntheHorn of Africa. And then there's, you

know, | ow concerns of , you know, random protests att heUS

Enbassy i nSudan. So it depends on, how do you mean? So you just

metric these through the --

So where would it be onthat scale, this video, t he

hi gher or thelower level?

A | fit's an open source onthepress, until you actually
see protests, you know, it would curl up or down. thellth, |
don"t recall.

Q Sure.

A | just remenber it being sort of one of t hethings on



the plate of concerns.

Q And just sort of zooming in, i fyou will, on the region
writ t he day of attack, you recall any or
general toUS Interests in specifically?

A Not to ny know edge. Not tony -- | don't recall.

Sure. be i f maybe you just to walk us
when first that there been an attack in

Benghazi, Libya?
So | had gone bed about | remenber getting a
phone call after bet ween and was one of
that worked inthe Joint
Center stating that the deputy conmanding officer,
had ordered a 60-mnute recall, 60-mnute drill.
And we have --we have a problem i n Libya.
| said, "Ckay. & back, confirm" Because again it's
2330. "Please confirm that the DO actually ordered the recall.
[''m now. ['m driving that way anyhow, just confirm
Don't tell -- don't tell anybody to cone in. Just confirm

with ne that this is an actual recall."

And he cane back and said is inthe building.
The recall isvalid. So | drovein.
Excuse ne. Not hi ng why would there be
any doubt that i tws a legitimate recall? | just don't know --

So | had had sonetines false

al arms. | t depends on -- so, again, someone would -- who was --



56

person who Was calling | can't renenber why, | just wanted t o
back and | can't recall why, just please conformthat the
Q) Because usually | don't want usually X would call
he 33 the because we would have a crisis, | twould sort
of start hoil, I'm this did of fall within
the paradigm . So ["mtaking recomrendation t othe

perations director, the 3-3, who then asks, you know, t he DXQ

commander officer or the you want t o do
S0 sort of inverse that he was calling,
It seemed I think | questioned
I thought it was odd, wasn't going t o not cone
because it's ny But just wanted t o confirm
fl And just tobe clear, ® l; i s the

I's that right?

you got into theoffice, what was your

first course of action.

Excuse ne. Then di dthey call and confirm that,

fact, i twas a valid recall?
Yes. | was i nny car driving
back when | got t he phone call. "The D3O i shere i nthe building,
confirm you know, 60-mnute drill. Ve're recalling everyone."

So.

Ckay.



Q got totheoffice. What was your first course

of action? Do you what ti me, that roughly?
| ttakes maybe -- [ on t he econony.
Probably Iike it's15 mnutesto 45 mnutes to an
traffic. was the mddle of the So got
there i n about mnutes. So it was before midnight, | don't
i f 2330, and mi dni ght.

iQ VWhat di dyou dp then?

i walked in, tried to a current estimate of the
situation. | was -- was given that Anbassador Stevens was i n
Benghazi, that the State Depart ment i n Benghazi, that
there were protests -- there were reports of protests. There were
reports of arms fire possible fire and that there
were reports that the was catching on fire or had already
caught on fire. that we had not - -t o know edge, no one
had. any reports either the Anbassador or his

security team
Okay. And then what was your -- what were your
responsibilities fromthen, moving forward?

A M responsibilities were to get accountability of the
staff coming in. To make contact with our element on the ground,
to talk about, you know, what their participation or would or
would not be and then prepare for the brief back to Admral Losey

to give hima current estimate of the situation based upon what



reports had.
S kind your chain of kind of spring

into action. Wo were you talkingto both up and then who were

reports | guess
A | was. talking with e DD
The was when | first showed up-,
after -- came i n quickly thereafter.
And sorry. State the question again.

Wio was talking to you?

Shortly thereafter, | ny
call ed a Tandberg,
secure | don't recall | had nore than one
discussion with himthat night. | may have only touched

briefly, whether that was the first or the second time, but what |

realize was that between whenever | talked to him
sometime between after | arrived -- so |I'dprobably have t o say
bet ween mi dni ght and and we're. nont hs hence, so don't

ny feet tothefire on these times.

again, | had worked a

day, so | had been up at 6:00. | got about 30 to 45 mnutes
of and | wasn't going togo tobed forthe next 36 hours.
So, you know, what | recall i s sometime after mdnight to

sometime around 2:00 or 3:00, whenever, you know, the country team

made t o t he decisiont o nove t he enmbassy conpound to



So, at poi nt time,

was on t he Tandberg with nme. | see guys noving i n
the He i scovered in and they are breaking
alltheir stuff, classified information, taking al | of
[ systens movi ng
So bet ween m dni ght and 0200,
you
Do remenber i f i nyour
conversation Wth you had said he a conversation
| not | would not be
i f he he to woul d not be
surprised i f he di dnot mention it. | would expect himtotalk to
[ Again, ny job i s
get as best we can hi mso we understand s
going on on t heground and stay out of hi sway because he's

got toomany things t oworry about than for himt o handle ne
BY|
Q So, other than | were you talking to
anybody else i nTripoli that night?
A No.
Q Wre you talking t oanybody i n Benghazi?

A No, | did not.



But i t was still very -- it was very foggy as t o what
wer e facts areon theground. weren't providing
significantly greater depths of information on what was going on

because they didn't know either.

Q Okay. Dust t osort of just draw a ring around that

stream of any other streams of information that you
were -- frommilitary you were getting?

o think was i ntouch with t hedefense attache,
who was I think at thetime. |s
that right?

M. Richards. Correct.

So talking tony counterpart



at the AFRGAM BD3C  Andjust trying t o understand what here's
what | what do youknow But | don't remenber them
providing significant amounts of information because | think, you

know, were talking tothedefense attache, andthat about

and wer e near

other i nT

Somre | ' mhearing what

telling me. nean, i twas just, arewe mssing
data? Again i srunning towards t heobjective. Dust
make sure, you know, we're m ssing something.
Q Similarly, youi ncontact with Doint Operations

Special Operations, D3G also?

A I was talking t otheir LNQ Dust because, | nean,
their D3C i smuch smaller; have a nuch smaller footprint on
the continent. | nmean, they still have people i nthere 24/7, but
it's not as biga-- it's not asrobust a capability.

Q Through their LNQ youwere apprised of what they do?
Ri ght . I was asking them was, | et us know what
you're doing andl et ne know i f youfind out something different.
And | was giving themeverything that we knew as we were doingi t .
Q And t he communi cations that your D3C hadwith |
| was through theindividual who was secunded t ot he D3OC  You

never were i ncontact withthe



I think cane over at some point i nthenight. And

1 saw because | knewt he commander over there. But , |

But they handl ed comrunications directly with their

peopl e.
Right, They were terminating with their guys.
And were talking t othem
you weren't to
ht heground i nlLibya,
Correct. They were.
A J so. | -- |1 don"t have firsthand

I wasn't there, but ny woul d be they were

talking totheir guys.

Q | guess |'mwondering, though, were you apprised --you
obviously, 1 guess, weren't apprised of what they were hearing
because you weren't sure they were talking. I'mtryingto

establish i feverybody was just linked up with everybody else.
A As best as we could, yes.
Q So how were you, i fat all, apprised of
[ were reporting out?
A I think fairly well.
Because of your conversationswith
that was co-located with you.

Right. And | don't believe -- | nean -- I'mnot sure



he question is. W were talking each other as best we

Q Fine. | think you've answered that. That's what |
want t o
Q what going todo now IS I'mgoing to walk

little bit pf what you separate the

just hadv | just through other

communi cati ons you

So just to "Il reprise what | think you and j us

correct ne i f 1 get any of this wrong. You were speaking with

at t he enbassy

Correct?

A Yes.

And then, as far as from the field, was

the only person were speaking with inLibya. [Isthat correct?

A Yes.

Q And then, as far as at Stuttgart, you were speaking

with your counterpart i n AFR QOM DOC Correct?
A Yes.
Q And just to be clear, was that DX physically separated

from your DOC?
A Yes. That's the 50 meters.

Q Ri ght .
across thestreet.



So were comunicating by phone?

Tandber g,
Yes.
again, so you can see face i t makesi t
and i t makes little more personal.
And they were t he DAT,
| think so. But at that point intime, I don't

er that comng up inthe discussion. Again, so we're 18

| worked al | of these guys,
So, you know,
and this is a shared, common experience. S | don't renenber i f|

talking to them about talking to the DAT that night. |

do know t hat happened, | just don't remenber comng up in

the conversationthat evening.

Q And then, inthose conversations you were having with

your counterpart at AFRIiCp\qh\évere you -- dlc()j y

di d'youY Bariic?

|roa!e I'n-any

g?Yenv{i)ttg by those in Libya to secure US military assistancefor
the Americans on the ground in Benghazi? Wre you involved i n any
of those requests?

A Hw do you nean?

Well, we know, for exanple, that the



65

was speaking t o AFR GOM about t he of securing
either aircraft or other form of response toassistthe
Americans i n i nBenghazi. Were you involved i nany of

those requests fromthe field?
A SO t heshort answer i sno. | nean, when | cane i n, we
were evaluating what could -- so, again, our job t o provide

options. Wat can we provide now with what we have? So,



that you nmay have been involved with op were involved with about
potential assistaneej was that sort of in Fopces
and then AFR M woul d be tal king about other -- othep military
assets?
A
Cay.

So |''mc about thethings that | you
physically get ny hands on and plan and touch and
assist. Understand that they were |ooking forother capabilities
outside of t he Speci al capabilities we have on t he

i nthecontinent, then, know, that's that's -=
that's jobt otalk to
So, with respect that, completely understand

Wth t ot he non- Speci al options that were
i

being considered, at least monitoring those
comuni cations somre way? Wre youaware of them was? O was

it you by your counterpart, example, at the

A I had asked, you know, what, i f anything, was
available, you know, what they were working on. As | can recall,
AFRIAM has three |ines of G130S out of Ranstein. | just asked
what t he status was, but | don't renenber what t he status was of
those aircraft.

And then, you know, we had asked about, you know, t he

disposition of the commanders i nextrem s force, which was i n



support of exercise i nsoutheast at thetim you

know, where they and what aircraft nay or nay not be there.
that was being handled by the -- t he operations director,
his discussions with--- so again this i s where
of bleeds over a little
O you've got current operations, which dealing with
elling the which i soperational plans, which runs t he
pl anning and brings people together. I'm trying

« hima disposition of, here's where we know where things
are and what they're doing. They will then nove off t oan CPT
pl anning room while | continue to you know, manage t he
forlack of a hetter term So, | nean, that was ny job, was
totrytogive themthe information and then, you know, we would
provide soneone to help us with planning i f required.
Q Ckay. So you mentioned your first conversation with
time you were aware that they were
considering -- "they" being the enbassy, people at the enbassy

were considering evacuation t o another location. So --

A | don't recall i fthat happened on thefirst call.
know --

Q Sure.

A -- what | vividly remenber i scalling himonthe
Tandberg — or he called me on t he Tandberg, saying, we're
breaking down and we're going to nove | | herein

Tripoli.



That was your second call. Sorry. Your

second
may have a second call; |
e only aone call. | can't t o be honest with
you.
i Ckay.
The two things that stand out in
that Tandberg where | can see him to
face, and phone call that he had on his cellphone after

t hey had noved.

| woul d doubt i ti f someone
cane back tone and said | had four different discussions with him
that night. But those arethe only | renmenber.
| think at this point, what I'dlike to do, A\D
we completely understand i twas mont hs ago, and nenory can
sometimes be a lust to be helpful toyou, what |"'d

like todo isjust introduce a transcript here. And what this is

is actually cane i nfront of the Arned Services
Committee on June 26th of last year and kind of briefed the
commttee. And this i s an redacted transcript of
part of that discussion. |t"sspecifically -- relates to a point
in time we want t o ask you sone questions about. So I'm going to

introduce this | think it'sExhibit 1.
Exhibit No. 1



was marked for

And |'ve marked it. And what |'dlike todois --1'm

going toread i tinto and | et youjust follow along

I['mgoing tostart on.

A As | earlier this is one of ny
concerns going i sthat then
nane was released i nthe press his was released i n

form  And so, you know, understanding that it
hi s nane was by someone el se their hearing.
But I would askagain for you your conmttees t orespect, you
know, our force protection andwhere we |ive inthe situation and
where we [ive inthe continent and the world we live in now
So go ahead, please.
Q So, again, this i s unclassified versionof
testimony, starting at page 82. So he's saying here --
"Il just read it, quote, "There were also various reports of one
person confirmed killed, and the Anbassador remained unaccounted
for. 1 briefed the teamthat, once we get everyone over to
|, we would turn and head t othe airport t oget on
the Libyan G 130 heading t o Benghazi.
"OF ny four-man element, | had one person that was being
treated for stress fractures tohis foot, andhis foot was ina

support cast. | asked the medic i f thesoldier was physically

a



able go. soldier took of f his put on hi s combat

tightening hi s bootlaces i norder for provide enough
support, and | planned t otake ne,
t he early morning our nove
At 4: 45 the operations

center and informed them we were beginning our novenent

" At 5:00 a.m, t henovenent conplete
h al l US Enbassy i nTripoli were secure. W
transported, and secured al |
Department of State i nTripoli during an uncertainand

potentially volatile time.

"I then told theteamt o prepare for novenrent. V& took al |

of weapons and combat gear and were preparingtonove t o the
air base. Ve were unsure how |long t he i nBenghazi woul d
continue or additional forces would be available.

" unsure how we would nove from t he Benghazi airport and
What time of reinforcement we provide, but |l believed we
needed t o support our i nBenghazi.

"I went t o Deputy Chief of M ssion Geg Hicks andtold hi mwe
were preparing t onove t ot heairport. He shook ny hand and told
netobring the guys

"At this sane time, at approximately 5:05 am, | contacted
the SOCAF current operations director, who was i nthe SOCAFR CA

operations center, and informed himthat we were preparingto



conduct totheairport novenent t o

\ toinformthem of t henoverent so that they could

this t he SOCAFR CA current operations director
told ne t ohold He relayed tone that | was toremainin
not board theaircraft. | questioned the
current director about theorigin of this
directive. He i twas i nt he SOCAFR CA operations director,
who had returned from t he command deck.

"At this point, I fully understood | no |longer hadt he
approval from command t o reenforce efforts i nBenghazi. al so
understood that | no |onger tactical latitude

previously allowed Operations Trans-Sahara commander.
I nformed Greg Hicks that | was ordered toremain i nplace and

not board the aircraft."”



BY
So | just want there f or a nonent andjust ask
of
oing. back t o page sowhere he the early

hours, we began our nove
4:45 a.m, contacted t he SOCAFR CA operations center and

informed them we were beginning our novenent

guess ny first question i s when that call, was that
you he to, toyour recollection?

A Yes, | believe that -- | believe, andl R havet o
ask I ask to, if he nmeans
that wasthe we had, but | believe i t was --

A -- our Tandberg discussion, where we talked facet o

Q Okay. Andactually, can | just ask aclarifying
question about that. So, your recollection i syou were actually
able t o see himvisually at this point. Do you renenber, was he

t he Enbassy at this point? Canyou recall?
A So we

had a secure communi cation suite,



we were conversing onthat in us prior to him
he broke and noved fromt he
U S Enbassy conpound t o --
Q
was not able t osee hi mor talk secure.
CT And that point, were you speaking on commerci al

cell phone or --

OCkay. Ckay, And then just referring back t ot hetext.
He says, approxi mately am, thenovenent was compl ete

then he says, jumping down, that hetold hi steam

to prepare for novement, andi t was at - - he says on t he next
page, he says, i twas about thesane time, at approximately
am, he contacted SOCAF operations director who

was i nt he SOCAFRI CA operations center and informed hi mthat we

were preparingto t oconduct novenent t otheairportfor
onwar d novenent Benghazi .
So, same question. Vés that -- toyoUr recollection, was

that youthat he spoke with?

A Yes, that was ne.

Q Ckay, Can youjust walk us through your recollection
of that conversation?

A I would have t osay that i ti salmost exactly as

provided i nhistestimony. He called and said



they were preparing t onove theairfield, and | was unsure which
airfield he was about, whether i twas Tripoli

or Mitiga. To get on Libya G130, | would assunei t

woul d have been lt"salittle further drive. And so
1 st andby. I and talked tot heoperations director,
explained to what been relayed t one, a
"Standby, | et )@ go down and tothe So,
he downstairs, went back told fIH
standby, and then he cane back was when he was givent he
order secure the US personnel and that's what |

passed on, t o himfrom t he current operations director,

And t he commander that make reference to i s
your Admiral Losey?

Correct?

Q So | take i t Admral Losey was not i ntheroom with you
in theDi at that point. He was i nanother location?

A He was i nhisoffice.

Q Ckay.
A So, again, running a Doint Operations Center i sa nessy
business, and there i s-- you know, you -- there's al ot of

novenent going around, a | ot of people talking, a lot of open
collaboration. The conmander i s smart enough t o know that those

things don't always take place freely where he i s, so he cones up



S got t he brief back, provided sone guidance, and
then gives everybody sone space t osort of

start generating options. You want t odothat i na way, so

he was snmart he went downstairs andthen he was
remaining AFR OV | So, you he
was we were feeding hi mupdates
Q  sure.
as we were gettingit.
during this time Wen i S
going t o get from Losey, you got ki nd
of holding theline, as it that right?
A Right. | twas relatively quick, though.

Amnute or 2 mnutes, something like that?
| don't recall, but | nean, i twent really, really
quickly.

Q Okay. So, just backing up then. So you said

correct wrong -- you said that came back
and told you pass on t o] t o secure t he personnel
I's that --

They're t oremain there, andtot hebest of ny
recollection, that was what was passed ont oremin there and to

hel p secure.

Q Ckay,

A
And what was what was responset o



that when you -- you conveyed that to take on

the phone. did he back t o you? Do you recall?
i f correctly, we go back to his
wher e says, " | questioned current operations
director about the origin of this which to is, you
he asking why, so, you know, and then | statedi t

was from the operations director that just came from Admiral

of fice.
So, when why, | mean, did he
he explain he was i tor he just questioned

A 1 don't recall.

Q Okay. then what happened? Then you hung up or what
was the --
A | remenber telling himto stay in | et us know,

know, what happens next or i f he hears anything next.
Q Sure. Okay. So, at any point during this -- | mean,
is the one that went and talked to
Losey. Did you have a conversation with
about the reasoning behind the order that had been
given, or was i tjust simply he passed i tto you and you passedi t
and that was it, you didn't talk about i t at

all?

A At the time, there wasn't much going on. | don't

remenmber i t being a point of discussion.



Ckay.
again, know, and the Special
who were we select them we train

them and we prepare them and we want themto run towards the

sound of gunfire, so not unusual that that's what he

to And that isthe instinct we want, so we never want t o have
t hose guys But you comanders nake deci sions
based upon how are viewing the threat from their perspective,

and so | don't recall at the time second-guessing that

So | think what 1'd like to do just junp to
not her part of the text. you go t o page the very
ast where i t says, "Ambassador Stevens," |'m just going
to read for a little bitmore over to the next page. So, quote,

" Anbassador Stevens and Sean Smth mur dered before anyone
could have staged a rescue. with the first team and
| eaving the US  Enbassy Tripoli with it spersonnel unsecured

and continuing to split what few forces we had in Libya would have
been a tactical mstake with potentially catastrophic
consequences. "
Again, isthis j testimony?

Q Yes, si r.

A

Q "The plane that departed from Tripoli at 6:00 to
6:30 am would not have arrived in Benghazi until approximately

8:00 t o 8:30. The situation at that time was unclear, and we were



unsure how |l ong the violence would continue. | wanted t oget on

t hat However, by the time t hesecond plane got t o
thefirst plane was already route t oTripoli
"The medi ¢ was i nsaving the life

f one of the wounded and securing the remains of Ambassador

and ot hers. He was for the star

his extraordinaryactions. | was ordered t o not get on t he

G 130 goi ng Benghazi. It a legal a lawful order,
to which complied. That order andthat decisionwould have

changed t he outcome. Failure t oconply with this order could have

nade t hesituation worse t hose Benghazi , "

So, | guess | just want t oask sonme questions, and | think we
all understand, you know, |ooking at i tas historical matter
about what actually transpired, | think we understand what

is that the medic, for exanple, ended up playingan
integral role at Tripoli airport, receiving wounded; that by the
time t hesecond flight, the 130, had taken of f, that t he
plane that was i nBenghazi was already transiting back with
wounded, so |l think we understand that as a historical matter.

| think what we want t odo i sjust ask sone questions nore
fromthe perspective of like a -- like an after-action review
maybe would do, where we want t ounderstand what decisions were

made, given t heinformationavailable at the time, right,



Vice at it of ex post facto about what

you historically. So, just want t o
kind of frame t he question I want t oask a fewquestions. |
just want frame it with that. be thinking about we
just want to. establish was available at thetime
to everybody that was inthis.

we actually interviewed him andhe
told thecommttees that -- that atthe that he got this
order from command deck at SOCAFRI CA, countermanding hi s
decision t otake histeamonthe response flight to
Benghazi, VWV told us he assunmed that that
decision was based upon information available t o SOCAFR CA which
was not available t ohim so |'mjust wondering i fyou --to

your know edge, would youjust explain what factors contributed to

that decision by Adm ral t ogive that order?
So, f orexanple, maybe just help you. So, for exanple,
was - - do you know, was SCCAFRICA i ndirect communication with

individuals ontheground i nBenghazi, t oyour know edge?
A No, not t ony know edge.
Ckay. Did--we also understand that there was a drone
overhead at various points during this activity. Di dSOCAFR CA
have access t othedrone feed that was comng from Benghazi, t o

your know edge?



Understood. And just t oseparate what youjust said
lust inan unclassified your i syoudon't recall
whet her SOCAFR CA had access t ot he drone feed from Benghazi? |'s

correct?

| would not be surprised i fwe did, but as fast as

wer e | don't recall i fwe didthat night or not.
Do remenber i fyoupersonally viewed any of
drone
| don't recall. Again,i f

totestify that I did, I would not be surprised?
fllsl why?
Because, again, onthe subsequent
FBI novenent over there, we didhave it on previous m ssions that
involved SOCAFR CA or other forces we had as our feeds, but |
can't recall i fandwhen went had i tup that night?

This i s another question. To your know edge,



did SOCAFR CA have specific information about t hemedical status

of those who had been wounded Benghazi at this time?

Ve did not have a specific

VWhat we di dhave and this i stoclarify. Wat | do

Tripoli or Benghazi?
I"msorry, Benghazi. But they

together. There had been no call back from

any of those elements or his or t he ambassador
reporting on their status. So, again, i twas confusing asto
what was going Al'l'1 could, al Il canrecall thinking wasi s
that this was bad on a scal e because, | mean, again, no
report, moving of FFDs so i t usually means they've
captured or they're ontherun, but still noone's called backt o

tell us whether anyone was alive. W had reports, as
said i nhis testimony, of some people, nmaybe we had dead,
maybe we but nobody could confirm
Ckay.
Excuse ne. Dust a second?

Yeah, please.



A

Q

Fine. Thank you.
| do not recall.

know,
Fine.

can't

recal | .

82



weren't so tracking him because you knew where he was?

Correct?
He hi s people.
I could, I just want tofast forward [ittle
it Can direct your back t othe text?

think it'sthe immediately preceding page, page 84. Again,
s | i nfront of the Services

onJune 26 of 2013.

says, quote, at

am, | received thewrd fromthe annex

rsonnel that thefirst plane was wheel s-up from Benghazi and

toTripoli wounded. V& had the only Special Forces
medic available, and | called the operations center and
told | was sending theteamwith themedic tothe Tripoli
airport toassist with inbound personnel and wounded. | was again
told toremain inplace. | was visibly upset and vocal in ny
di sagreement this directive. 1 told theteamto continueto
5 mnutes later, | received a phone call that

stated we were cleared to go the airport. M team nenbers went
with the Enbassy | | toreceive the inbound
personnel and wounded. M team nenbers continued t o provide

support tothe personnel inbound from Benghazi until the |ast



plane arrived at approximately 11:40a m," unquote.

So | want t oask, sir, so says --
says about 7:45 he word from the annex personnel that
the plane from Benghazi was wheel s-up inbound Tripoli with
ounded, and he said we the only Forces nedic
vailable, He called the center and told
I sending the a rcedlc t othe Tripoli airportto

with inbound personnel and

0, again, was that was that you talked to
the SOCAFR CA operations center?

A Yes, that was ne.

Okay. And i s your recollection of this conversation

t owhat says here?
A It is.
So, when | isthat he
was toremain i nplace, was that -- howdid that cone about?

Just what Vds the conversation |ike back and forth?

A So, again, the last order that he was given was t o stay
secure State Department personnel | So, i norder
to relieve hi mof that order, | needed t ogo back and get

clarification.

Q
A So, you know, he was calling t one, saying here's what
I'mplanning t odo. | said the last order youwere given is to

stay there, so again, there were four guys with guns securing 50



30 peopl e, however

So, again, that was a that's a conmander's

io staff officers don't gett omake those decisions. So | needed

o take that t ot hecurrent operations director get a
of here's what wants t o t hey have
all stuff ready t oroll go do this, and what doest he

commander want t odo?

kay, So this asimlar situation, you told
or you hung up from hi mand went and
rhecked on t he order?
I can't recall. i twas generally the he
described
Q Describedi t ?
hi s testimony.

Q Okay. And so how di d you secure i sthat perm ssion
fromthe commander? How di dthat happen?

A The way | talkedt o explainedt o
hi m what he was doing, explained that they had -- you know, |
remenber vaguely i nour discussions that he told ne that, you
know, they had their weapons. They had vehicles. |

They had their communi cations face
plan locked in. So, youknow, they had al lthethings they need
to nove effectively; we just need t heapprovals i f the

commander - - i fthat's what t heconmmander wants t o do.

So, did go t othe command deck again?



A I recall, yes, i t was t he same

Okay.
A procedure. | talked to Agai n,
doesn't out i nthe crisis because
hat sort of you less work takes place around general

and flag officers, so he knows when and where t o be.

hat's busi ness, relayed back t o ne
|
P And X i tyou're theonethat calledi back about
5 mnutes later, accordingto recollection?
A Yes. |.believe that was ne that called back.
So, just t o--you i nthefirst call, when
jinitially t oyou about this plan togo to
themdic t otheairport, he he was visibly upset and
di sagreement with thedirective. Di d he express any
that t o on t he phone or not?

vaguely remenber that hewas.
Okay.
VW' ve since tugged it out.
Since?

VW've had a long relationship so

He mentioned

So we're good. That's what |

expect. So guys tohave tobe ablet otalk t one. [|'mokay with



that.

Q And went t o see Admiral Losey --
A H

Beg your He's Navy captain?

Yes, sir.

Vent t osee Losey, some discussion t oand came
back and said direct t oallow them proceed, weren't
there with the di scussion, correct?

A best of ny recollection, 1 don't remenber being

t heroom f or those discussions.

So, other than t he outcone t hediscussion, you don't
know what t he thought process was or t hediscussion they may have
had about why t ocome back andtell --

A Based on ny recollection and said it was
mnutes, there wasn't a prolonged discussion.
Q You don't know i t was anyhow because you didn't
heari t ?
A Correct.
Q Ot her than i twasn't very long?

A Correct.

Q Wien you were having these -- either the first

conversation -- thefirst conversation i nthis text andt he second

conversation, t heb:00 andthen t he7:30, 7:45 conversation, di d



share with you at all t he about t he security

situation at ot her words, di d he say,
you know, this i Ssecure, not secure, | nean, |I'm
needed here, |I'mnot needed here, di dhe share of that
you?

r.ecaI.I. | mean, | had stated so i n
is testimony, woul dn't refute that, but | can't recall
specifics. just remenber thinking that t he defense
in Tripoli was pretty thin. | four SF guys that I
we will tell youwe cando al ot of things, but i fthe Mongolian
orde comes over the four guys have only S0

So, it'syour understanding that i twas just
three was t heonly el ement protectingl

I's that your understanding?

| don't know what else was there, but
I"mpretty sure i twas -- | was assumi ng, and | hate t o say that

in themilitary sense of theword because i t hastobevalidin

that i t can be true and needs t o be necessary for planning. | was



assum ng that they were thin.
M. Richards. we can we go of fthe record?

follow up real quick on that.

Q just be clear, your understanding of was your
understanding, was, of thesecurity situation

that based upon

L Ith,

Q Ckay. And i tyour testimony that
be i na better position than yout oassess thesecurity of
given that he was on t heground there that
ni ght ?

Absol utely.

So, | nean, yes, it's fight. He'sthe
guy on theground, soit's hisassessnent.

Q Okay. Fair enough. Thanks.

M. Richards. Yeah. Can we just have a quick discussionoff
the record?
Sure. .

[Discussion of ftherecord.]



Q I just wanted to one |last follow up onthe

we just having. You I know we were
talking about, you know, | your with
about hi s tojoin the second response
| just wanted ask you, you've known
for some time, and 1 just wanted t o ask your opinion. Do
/ ou know, that | | that hewas ont he

round that night, had €yeS onasSfar aSthesecurity situation

t he was facing and hi smssion, do think that he woul d
have carried out any plan that would put t hecivilians or his
men i ndanger nore danger by hi s getting on that plane?

A do you nean?
Q I nother words, do you know | -- knowi ng

do you think he would have formulated t heplan togoto
Benghazi on the Libyan G130 i f he believed that doing so would
pl ace people that he had been protecting i nadditional danger?

A No, | don't think that he would intentionally make a
decision, but then again, no one makes a decisionto intentionally
make worse. So, | nean, | don't question thevalidity
of hi sjudgment. | think hisjudgment i sstill sound, but the
decisions he's making are sound from hi s perspective.

Q Understood. | f1l could just shift gears alittlebit.
| just have a fewfollow-up questions about after theattack. So,

after theattack. Now let's nove forward i ntime.



Did you have indication i nt heimmedi ate aftermath of
What happened i nBenghazi t heattack there was t heresult of

a protest spun out of control? you have any

indication of that?

d6 you nean? it was a
A So it was a protest that incorporated at sone pointi n
smal |l arns and RPG fire, and then t he annex

in Benghazi was-- t heState Department annex i nBenghazi was set

on fire.

That was your understanding?
A That ny understanding.
Still your wunderstanding?
A Based on what |'ve seen i nt hereports i nt henews, |
don't there i sa change t o that.
The annex or t hespecial mssion compound i n --
A The State Department annex.
Richards. Which i sa State facility i nBenghazi.

A State facility i nBenghazi.

M. Richards. -- facility, correct?
Correct.

Q Okay. So, didyou have -- | take it, then, did you

have discussions with anyone i nt hemilitary about what -- that

what had happened i nBenghazi had been a protest that spun out of



control?

A you mean?
Did anyone on the ground, did you di d anyone on the
you that what had happened
A From Benghazi ?
Yeah.
Okay. they didyou talk to anybody who had been
on the Benghazi after the attack?
Let ne think. No. people who had been in

Tripoli that night but not in Benghazi.
were recalled arrived at the 30G or
your phone call you were how didthey say,

protest gone awy at the facility, there's an attack at

the facility, we don't know what's going on inthe facility"?
| think all of those. W did not
know. So, again, we can't -- you cannot think of a protest in an
American perspective, okay, so freedom of speech. So a protest in
Africa can quickly and sporadically go violent for no apparent
or an apparent reason, so i tis -- i tdoesn't matter.
Anytime there's a protest, there isto be concern. So you don't
know i fthere i s going to be a nonviolent protest or i fit is

Tehran because you don't know how it's going to end up.

Q Ckay. So, were you ever debriefed by your chain of



command other US military personnel about what took place on
the night of t he attack?

A What's your definition of a debrief?

Q -- et nme start, was there a formal
debriefing of any kind?

cannot recall because this basically spun for about

the t o0 14 days.
Q
A V¢ barely came up for air over thenext week and a half
What about a participate i nany formal
review of had happened i n Benghazi ?
A Not tony recollection.

Okay, 1
Did you file any menorandumt ot herecord or
anything like that memorialize your actions that day or --

No, not tonyrecollection?

Wre you interviewed by the ARB, t he

accountability review board?

| was not interviewed.

Ckay. Al l right. I think that's all |l have
for -- okay. So we will go off the record.
[ Recess. ]
Ve go back on therecord. The time i s 12:50,

and before | begin, counsel would like tomnmake a statement.



M. Richards. Yes. | believei twas Dr. Bright who askedt he
question regarding menoranduns for t herecord memorializing the
colonel's actionsfromthenight. M understanding i sthere i sno

for therecord. (has had drafted a
short paragraph last summer, and he m ght be able el aborate nore
what i t says i nrelation t owhat you were saying today.

last summer while again, at
I was deployed t oTripoli was when

testifiedto | t was

while | was there that | prepare a sworn statement, which | did, as

to what actions were night. That was a paragraph
roughly five lines, which i ssubstantively less than what
I've to but I wanted t oclarify that | had
written a sworn statement and had signed it, but | havenot

provided any other written documentation for that night.

M.

Thank you, That's very helpful.

at various times today, you have nmentioned
that, you know, here we arerenoved 18 nonths from t he attacks,
and just for therecord, I would just like t oask kind of a
general high level question about, you know, we've asked sone
specific questions about your awareness, your understanding at
monments i ntime during that night, and1'd just liketo

give you theopportunity, i fyou'd like it, t omaybe explain your



level of comfort with speaking to those types of topics as

as specific nonents you know, the blow by blow, the
of
A So, based upon, know, the reading back of other
people's testimony, don't refute their timelines. | would say

it possiblethat they are Ilong or short in sone respects but

that the of facts are correct, correct in
the main. ¢ differ on specific details, but none
significantly that |1 see,

Ckay. Thank you. That's very helpful. 1Inthe |ast

hour, there was a

that that
was considered andi to use your language, ruled out pretty
quickly. And ny question i s whether those particular air assets

Were ruled out quickly, in your words, because the option wasn't

seriously considered, or i t because the answer was nore
straightforward to you your colleagues?
A To ny recollection, the answer was pretty

straightforward because the

was in Stuttgart. | recall seeing him that evening. I
believe the question -- | can't state for a fact. | believe the
question posed, and again, having done this a couple of times

you know, whether we're talking about an order departure |

or moving personnel out, that i twas



mat h probl em was

woul d be hours or longer

those things began noving

af terwards,

| can't

relatively quiekly,

As things nmoved forward,

remenber exactly where,

andi t cane back that i t

before we could reposition.

the subsequent days

we did end uprepositioning

andt otryt obe nore

responsive t opotential fallout in other countries later,j

on nowt oyour role andyour situational
awar eness the D3C on the of the You know, there
was discussion in the hour about SOCAFR CA, that your D3G5
the how i nformati on was the D3OG and |l just
want be as clear possible for the record. | think our

maj ority counterparts had enumerated

sources or cat egori es

of andi f we just walk through those just sothat we
have better of what your situational awareness was
the night the attacks. we start with, | believethe
first was your communications with

A Correct.

Q So,
AFR CCM DoC the second?
A Yes.
Q And were there any other

into your D3C?

inputs of information flowing



They were com ng back and forth. They there the

maj ority the type inny DI but again, he was and
going. It's not that far. 1t"'s another 50 meters, 100 to
get their -=
Ckay.
structure.
And Was what was the source of their information?
So they had personnel in who were on the first

that went over.

Q Okay. \Weént over to?

A Went over to Benghazi. Sorry.

Q Okay. And after those personnel arrived i n Benghazi,
this isnow the mddle of the night, were you still receiving
reports fromthe liaison officer?

A Yes.

Q Okay. You, inthe last hour, had described for us the
chaotic scene, i fyou will, inthe DX and had explained wiy you

thought i t was standard practice for the flag officer not to be



present i nthe JOC

A Ailthe I he's inthere afair bit of

dependi ng onwhen he's going t o be briefed onwhat, whether
or he's got fol |l ow-up questions or hewas going t o cone up and
talk tothe3, but he his ownoffice downstairs.

I's your opinion that he, "he" being Admral
was being fully and of information as it
into the (B8 b7
A N, not ny opinion. That waswe di dkeephi m

of theinformationthat we were receiving aswe received

I si tyour that Adm ral Losey was
receiving informationi naddition t owhat you were providinghim

vant age | ayof theland i nthe D3 | thinkyou
mentioned t helast hour he may have been speaking t o AFR COW

A Correct.

Are you aware of whether he having discussions with
ot her personnel within t he comrand?

A So | do not know for certain, but i twuld not be
unusual for totalk t osenior |leaders at AARQCOM That's hi s
role and function,

Q

A So, | know General Hamwas here i nDC at thetime.
Again, you know, | cannot state for afact, but | believe, based

on thenenmory 18 nonths hence, that he was speaking t o senior
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| eaders at AFR QM routinely that night, and | would have to

review his | believe, you know, to establish that for a
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And informationthat youwere providing t o him
through t he that would include not justthe
nformation that was relaying fromonthe ground
those other inputs we discussed, aswell; i s that right?
A So we would dotheinitial brief back and
subsequent one. V& di danother one, believe, sometinme
mor ni ng.
And i fit extremely i tgets t o him
I have that discussion with theoperations
director, J t odecide andi f he needs f or go
down update hi mi mmedi ately. | f not, there would be a time
period of every couple of hours we would si t down, again,
and t he bubbles for i nterms of what t hecurrent status
was.

Q Can youel aborate ont heterm "level t hebubble"? |
think I know what i t neans, but --

A Soto"level thehbubble" i st onake sure that
everyone i sgetting thesane information, and sothat everyonei s
working of f of t hesane sheet of nmusic as best as possible. It

just arelative term we use, leveling thebubble, sothat everyone



is seeing things at |east or at least i sgettingthe

And is that because you have multiple
inputs, event such as this, as i t unfolds, have
inputs from various places. And so trying to, sort

attach weight t othe quality of the information and nmake sure
that everybody has i t sothat i t can be, of, discussed before

you make decision as t operhaps an order going back out intothe

A for exanple, you can have
inthe
is talking t ohis counterparts as the Defense attache;
is talking t ohis guys. And we cantalk t othem
separately get separate bits of information. They nay not
talk t oeach other within thenext hour. And we're trying t odo
as quickly as t oprovide as information as
possi bl e.

So again, you know, you can get multiple reports fromt he
sane place, andthat just helps draw a clearer picture of what you
see.

Q And that's because some people i nt hefield can be
stovepiped with their situational awareness, would that be fair?
A No. | would say it'sbecause it'sjust time and
distance, right? So everyone -- omniscience i sfor God only, you

know, so nobody knows everything that's going on at t hesame time.



And, you theintent i syou' ve gottotrytotake as much
as you can and ensure that collatingi tas

quickly as you

So even i f calling telling them something
that i sredundant that |'vegotten ( then that
confirms what they've already gotten Qi f
| say, you know, "There's 78 people,” "No, no, no, thelast call

was 72, " what time was that call? And that's an

So, nmean I don't follow your

No, I'mjust -- the of levelingthe
bubble i s you can inputs of information andthentry to
conpare with other bits of that you've receivedt o
get the situation on theground. | sthat a fair way

to describeit?

And, again, torecap thechronology fromthelast hour
and your communications specifically with you had
indicated that your first or initial comunication with him
done vi asecure nmeans. So you had secure comrunications

with him i sthat correct?

A Yes.

Q And then, at t hepoint when you comruni cated that his



order was t o secure theUS personnel do you recall

whet her point i ntime you still had secure comunications?

A He was on hi scell phone at that time.

Can | ask, at that time, didhe relay toyou anyinformation
about thesecurity resources available
Other than himand hi spersonnel that were there, |
cannot recall. we spoke about status of him
three other personnel that Wi th the of

the personne

Did youfeel that lack of the secure communications

| nhi bi t ed your ability todiscuss actions or events with

Sonmewhat, but not significantly.
Q

Could I ask, after theattacks, did youtravel tolLibya, did

you spend any time there?
A Yes, | have.
Q Ckay. And what was your mission there?

A I was t he Team Li bya conmander

And how long did you serve i nthat mssion?



A was there forjust a little over 4

And didthat mi ssion begin for you?

The | believe inApril, | left i n August.

Ckay. Did you any time at Enbassy Tripoli during
that time?

I
Di d you observe i mprovements that had been
wer e nmade subsequent your
A I was they increased the augmentation of

Marine Guards at the US  Enbassy.

This i s the Marine Security Guard detachment or

A this is Security Guards assignedfor
security for US Enbassy in Tripoli.

Q Ckay. To clear, the MG though, not the FAST?

A They don't have a Marine Security Guard detachment in
Tripoli at this point in They are elements of -- you'd have
to reference — you'd have Forces Africa. | believe
they belong to the Special Purpose Marine Air-Ground Task Force,

but | cannot recall.

M . Right. | don't have any nore information.

Q | know it's been sone time since you've left Libya,
but, you know, i n your opinion, what nmore do you think could be
done t o inmprove security at the Enmbassy?

A That's a great big, huge, open-ended question. You can



al ways inprove fighting position.

A there's any |oaded nunber questions
could down that road. You [ say that think t he
who were when | was and | think the Marines
that there doing an excellent jobof providing
additional totheUS Enbassy, and that you can al ways
make believe they are continuing t omake

i mprovements.

Q
Ve talked about thefact that theplane that --the
second t hat W possibly going t oget onto
fly daybreak to t hat he di dnot get on, and sone

of hismen went totheairport. And looking back on theway t he
decisions were made that night, do you think that those werethe
correct decisions?

A That night subsequently, | have not and do not
question either, you know, | perspective asthe
ground force comrander and | di dnot at that time and I do not now
question thevalidity of Admral decisions. Because, as |
| ooked at both of those sets of decisions, was
meki ng deci sions based upon theinformation he had, you know, and
where you stand i softentimes determ ned by where you sit. And |

look at the decisions that Admral Losey made, and | think as we



l ook at them hindsi ght they are and continue t oremain solid

ecisions, you both t o options forthecomnmbatant
and t oreinforce security provide essential ai d as
thank you.

goofftherecord.

mm

fIHHIW t t 0 say, on

>ehal f of Chairman thank you f or com ng today. Thank you
your forthright answers and your cooperation. V& really
appreciate and your professionalism
andt he
ranking nenber of t he Armed Services Committee thank you f or your

participation and your patience.

Thank you very much.

As does minority for Oversight and

Gover nment Reform

We'll go of ftherecord.

[ Whereupon, at 1:08 p.m, theinterviewwas concluded.]
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