Umted States
of America

@ungrzﬁzinnal Record

th
PROCEEDINGS AND DEBATES OF THE 1 14

CONGRESS, SECOND SESSION

Vol. 162

WASHINGTON, MONDAY, FEBRUARY 8, 2016

No. 22

House of Representatives

The House met at 2 p.m. and was
called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore (Mr. ROONEY of Florida).

————

DESIGNATION OF THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker:

WASHINGTON, DC,
February 8, 2016.

I hereby appoint the Honorable THOMAS J.
ROONEY to act as Speaker pro tempore on
this day.

PAUL D. RYAN,
Speaker of the House of Representatives.

———

PRAYER

Reverend George P. Schommer, O.P.,
St. Dominic’s Church, Washington,
D.C., offered the following prayer:

Blessed are You, Lord God of all cre-
ation, for through Your love and good-
ness, You created man and woman and
gave them the unalienable rights of
life, liberty, and the pursuit of happi-
ness. In Your wisdom and providence,
You gave authority of governance to
men and women so that all peoples
could live in harmony and pursue the
common good and the flourishing of in-
dividual gifts and talents.

We ask today that You bless the men
and women who work in this Chamber
and give them the wisdom and under-
standing of all law—natural, human,
and divine. With Your gracious assist-
ance, may they pursue justice for all so
that the citizens of this country may
live in freedom and peace. Give them
the help of Your grace to overcome
challenges and difficulties so that this
Nation may be united under Your
watchful care.

O God, we trust in You.

Amen.

———

THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair has examined the Journal of the

last day’s proceedings and announces
to the House his approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

————
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair will lead the House in the Pledge
of Allegiance.

The SPEAKER pro tempore led the
Pledge of Allegiance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

————————

COMMUNICATION FROM THE
CLERK OF THE HOUSE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Clerk of the House of
Representatives:

OFFICE OF THE CLERK,
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
Washington, DC, February 8, 2016.
Hon. PAUL D. RYAN,
The Speaker, House of Representatives,
Washington, DC.

DEAR MR. SPEAKER: Pursuant to the per-
mission granted in Clause 2(h) of Rule II of
the Rules of the U.S. House of Representa-
tives, the Clerk received the following mes-
sage from the Secretary of the Senate on
February 8, 2016 at 1:17 p.m.:

That the Senate passed H. Con. Res. 109.

Appointments:

Joint Congressional Committee on Inau-
gural Ceremonies.

With best wishes, I am

Sincerely,
KAREN L. HAAS.

————

BILLS PRESENTED TO THE
PRESIDENT

Karen L. Haas, Clerk of the House,
reported that on February 4, 2016, she
presented to the President of the
United States, for his approval, the fol-
lowing bills:

H.R. 515. To protect children and others
from sexual abuse and exploitation, includ-

ing sex trafficking and sex tourism, by pro-
viding advance notice of intended travel by
registered sex offenders outside the United
States to the government of the country of
destination, requesting foreign governments
to notify the United States when a known
sex offender is seeking to enter the United
States, and for other purposes.

H.R. 4188. To authorize appropriations for
the Coast Guard for fiscal years 2016 and 2017,
and for other purposes.

——
ADJOURNMENT

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Without
objection, the House stands adjourned
until noon tomorrow for morning-hour
debate.

There was no objection.

Thereupon (at 2 o’clock and 3 min-
utes p.m.), under its previous order, the
House adjourned until tomorrow, Tues-
day, February 9, 2016, at noon for morn-
ing-hour debate.

——————

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS,
ETC.

Under clause 2 of rule XIV, executive
communications were taken from the
Speaker’s table and referred as follows:

4254. A letter from the Congressional Re-
view Coordinator, Animal and Plant Health
Inspection Service, Department of Agri-
culture, transmitting the Department’s final
rule — Importation of Orchids in Growing
Media From Taiwan [Docket No.: APHIS-
2014-0041] (RIN: 0579-AE01) received February
5, 2016, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A);
Added by Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110
Stat. 868); to the Committee on Agriculture.

4255. A letter from the Director, Regula-
tions Policy and Management Staff, FDA,
Department of Health and Human Services,
transmitting the Department’s final rule —
Current Good Manufacturing Practice, Haz-
ard Analysis, and Risk-Based Preventive
Controls for Human Food; Technical Amend-
ment [Docket No.: FDA-2011-N-0920] (RIN:
0910-AG36) received February 5, 2016, pursu-
ant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Added by Public
Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the
Committee on Energy and Commerce.

4256. A letter from the Director, Regula-
tions Policy and Management Staff, FDA,
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Department of Health and Human Services,
transmitting the Department’s final rule —
Current Good Manufacturing Practice, Haz-
ard Analysis, and Risk-Based Preventive
Controls for Human Food; Correction [Dock-
et No.: FDA-2011-N-0920] (RIN: 0910-AG36) re-
ceived February 5, 2016, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); Added by Public Law 104-121,
Sec. 2561; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on
Energy and Commerce.

4257. A letter from the Deputy Assistant
Administrator, Office of Diversion Control,
Drug Enforcement Administration, Depart-
ment of Justice, transmitting the Depart-
ment’s final order — Schedules of Controlled
Substances: Extension of Temporary Place-
ment of PB-22, 5F-PB-22, AB-FUBINACA and
ADB-PINACA in Schedule I of the Controlled
Substances Act [Docket No.: DEA-385E] re-
ceived February 5, 2016, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); Added by Public Law 104-121,
Sec. 2561; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on
Energy and Commerce.

4258. A letter from the Deputy Assistant
Administrator, Office of Diversion Control,
Drug Enforcement Administration, Depart-
ment of Justice, transmitting the Depart-
ment’s final order — Schedules of Controlled
Substances: Temporary Placement of the
Synthetic Cannabinoid MAB-CHMINACA
into Schedule I [Docket No.: DEA-421F] re-
ceived February 5, 2016, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); Added by Public Law 104-121,
Sec. 2561; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on
Energy and Commerce.

4259. A letter from the Deputy Assistant
Administrator, Office of Diversion Control,
Drug Enforcement Administration, Depart-
ment of Justice, transmitting the Depart-
ment’s final rule — Schedules of Controlled
Substances: Table of Excluded Nonnarcotic
Products: Nasal Decongestant Inhaler/Vapor
Inhaler [Docket No.: DEA-409] (RIN: 1117-
ZA30) received February 5, 2016, pursuant to
5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Added by Public Law
104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Com-
mittee on Energy and Commerce.

4260. A letter from the Deputy Assistant
Administrator, Office of Diversion Control,
Drug Enforcement Administration, Depart-
ment of Justice, transmitting the Depart-
ment’s final rule — Schedules of Controlled
Substances: Table of Excluded Nonnarcotic
Products: Vicks Vapolnhaler [Docket No.:
DEA-367] (RIN: 1117-AB39) received February
5, 2016, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A);
Added by Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110
Stat. 868); to the Committee on Energy and
Commerce.

4261. A letter from the Director, Regu-
latory Management Division, Environmental
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
cy’s final rule — Additions to List of Section
241.4 Categorical Non-Waste Fuels [EPA-HQ-
RCRA-2013-0110; FRL-9929-56-OLEM] (RIN:
2050-AG74) received February 5, 2016, pursu-
ant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Added by Public
Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the
Committee on Energy and Commerce.

4262. A letter from the Director, Regu-
latory Management Division, Environmental
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
cy’s direct final rule — Air Plan Approval;
Minnesota; Inver Hills SO2 [EPA-R05-OAR-
2015-0366; FRI1.-9941-563-Region 5] received Feb-
ruary 5, 2016, pursuant to 5 TU.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); Added by Public Law 104-121,
Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on
Energy and Commerce.

4263. A letter from the Director, Regu-
latory Management Division, Environmental
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
cy’s final rule — Approval and Promulgation
of Implementation Plans; California; San
Joaquin Valley Unified Air Pollution Control
District; Employer Based Trip Reduction
Programs [EPA-R09-OAR-2014-0715; FR1.-9941-
16-Region 9] received February 5, 2016, pursu-
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ant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Added by Public
Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the
Committee on Energy and Commerce.

4264. A letter from the Director, Regu-
latory Management Division, Environmental
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
cy’s final rule — Approval and Promulgation
of State Implementation Plan Revisions;
Rules, General Requirements and Test Meth-
ods; Utah [EPA- R08-OAR-2015-0085; FRL-
9933-49-Region 8] received February 5, 2016,
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Added by
Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to
the Committee on Energy and Commerce.

4265. A letter from the Director, Regu-
latory Management Division, Environmental
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
cy’s final rule — Air Plan Approval; KY;
Emissions Statements for the 2008 8-Hour
Ozone NAAQS [EPA-R04-OAR-2015-0444; FRL-
9941-64-Region 4] received February 5, 2016,
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Added by
Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to
the Committee on Energy and Commerce.

4266. A letter from the Director, Regu-
latory Management Division, Environmental
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
cy’s direct final rule — Approval of Air Plan
Revisions; Arizona; Rescissions and Correc-
tions [EPA-R09-OAR-2016-0028; FRI.-9942-03-
Region 9] received February 5, 2016, pursuant
to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Added by Public Law
104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Com-
mittee on Energy and Commerce.

4267. A letter from the Director, Regu-
latory Management Division, Environmental
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
cy’s final rule — Disapproval of California
Air Plan Revisions, South Coast Air Quality
Management District [EPA-R09-OAR-2015-
05645; FRL-9941-72-Region 9] received Feb-
ruary 5, 2016, pursuant to 5 TU.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); Added by Public Law 104-121,
Sec. 2561; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on
Energy and Commerce.

4268. A letter from the Director, Regu-
latory Management Division, Environmental
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
cy’s final rule — Approval and Promulgation
of Implementation Plans; Louisiana [EPA-
R06-OAR-2012-0434; FRL-9941-51-Region 6] re-
ceived February 5, 2016, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); Added by Public Law 104-121,
Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on
Energy and Commerce.

4269. A letter from the Director, Regu-
latory Management Division, Environmental
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
cy’s direct final rule — Arkansas: Final Au-
thorization of State-initiated Changes and
Incorporation by Reference of Approved
State Hazardous Waste Management Pro-
gram [EPA-R06-2015-2015-0661; FRI.-9940-27-
Region 6] received February 5, 2016, pursuant
to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Added by Public Law
104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Com-
mittee on Energy and Commerce.

4270. A letter from the Director, Regu-
latory Management Division, Environmental
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
cy’s direct final rule — Approval of Cali-
fornia Air Plan Revisions, Yolo-Solano Air
Quality Management District [EPA-R09-
OAR-2015-0756; FRL-9941-11-Region 9] re-
ceived February 5, 2016, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); Added by Public Law 104-121,
Sec. 2561; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on
Energy and Commerce.

4271. A letter from the Director, Regu-
latory Management Division, Environmental
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
cy’s direct final rule — Approval of Mis-
souri’s Air Quality Implementation Plans;
Americold Logistics, LLC 24-Hour Particu-
late Matter (PM10) National Ambient Air
Quality Standard (NAAQS) Consent Judg-
ment [EPA-R07-OAR-2015-0644; FRI.-9941-68-
Region 7] received February 5, 2016, pursuant
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to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Added by Public Law
104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Com-
mittee on Energy and Commerce.

4272. A letter from the Director, Regu-
latory Management Division, Environmental
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
cy’s final rule — Poly(oxy-1,2-ethanediyl), a-
(3-carboxy-1-oxosulfopropyl)-w-hydroxy-,
alkyl (C10-C16) ethers, disodium salts; Ex-
emption from the Requirement of a Toler-
ance [EPA-HQ-OPP-2015-0232; FRIL-9941-15]
received February b5, 2016, pursuant to 5
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Added by Public Law 104-
121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee
on Energy and Commerce.

4273. A letter from the Director, Regu-
latory Management Division, Environmental
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
cy’s direct final rule — Revisions to the Cali-
fornia State Implementation Plan, Santa
Barbara County Air Pollution Control Dis-
trict; Permit Program [EPA-R09-OAR-2015-
0784; FRL-9940-19-Region 9] received Feb-
ruary 5, 2016, pursuant to 5 TU.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); Added by Public Law 104-121,
Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on
Energy and Commerce.

4274. A letter from the General Counsel,
Federal Energy Regulatory Commission,
transmitting the Commission’s Major final
rule — Revised Critical Infrastructure Pro-
tection Reliability Standards [Docket No.:
RM15-14-000; Order No.: 822] received Feb-
ruary 5, 2016, pursuant to 5 TU.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); Added by Public Law 104-121,
Sec. 2561; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on
Energy and Commerce.

4275. A letter from the Assistant General
Counsel for Legislation, Regulation and En-
ergy Efficiency, Office of Energy Efficiency
and Renewable Energy, Department of En-
ergy, transmitting the Department’s Major
final rule — Energy Conservation Program:
Energy Conservation Standards for Pumps
[Docket Number: EERE-2011-BT-STD-0031]
(RIN: 1904-AC54) received February 4, 2016,
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Added by
Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to
the Committee on Energy and Commerce.

4276. A letter from the Assistant Secretary,
Legislative Affairs, Department of State,
transmitting a certification, Transmittal
No.: DDTC 15-120, pursuant to 22 U.S.C.
2776(c)(2)(C); Public Law 90-629, Sec. 36(c) (as
added by Public Law 94-329, Sec. 211(a)); (82
Stat. 1326); to the Committee on Foreign Af-
fairs.

4277. A letter from the Assistant Secretary,
Legislative Affairs, Department of State,
transmitting a certification, Transmittal
No.: DDTC 15-130, pursuant to 22 U.S.C.
2776(c)(2)(C); Public Law 90-629, Sec. 36(c) (as
added by Public Law 94-329, Sec. 211(a)); (82
Stat. 1326); to the Committee on Foreign Af-
fairs.

4278. A letter from the Assistant Secretary,
Legislative Affairs, Department of State,
transmitting a certification, Transmittal
No.: DDTC 15-122, pursuant to 22 U.S.C.
2776(c)(2)(C); Public Law 90-629, Sec. 36(c) (as
added by Public Law 94-329, Sec. 211(a)); (82
Stat. 1326); to the Committee on Foreign Af-
fairs.

4279. A letter from the Secretary, Federal
Trade Commission, transmitting the Com-
mission’s notice — Revised Jurisdictional
Thresholds for Section 7TA of the Clayton Act
received February 5, 2016, pursuant to 5
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Added by Public Law 104-
121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee
on the Judiciary.

4280. A letter from the Chief, Border Secu-
rity Regulations Branch, U.S. Customs and
Border Protection, Department of Homeland
Security, transmitting the Department’s in-
terim final rule — Elimination of Non-
immigrant Visa Exemption for Certain Car-
ibbean Residents Coming to the United
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States as H-2A  Agricultural Workers
[USCBP-2016-0003; CBP Dec. 16-03] (RIN: 1651-
ABO09) received February 5, 2016, pursuant to
5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Added by Public Law
104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); jointly to the
Committees on the Judiciary and Foreign
Affairs.

—————

PUBLIC BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS

Under clause 2 of rule XII, public
bills and resolutions of the following
titles were introduced and severally re-
ferred, as follows:

By Mr. BARLETTA (for himself, Mr.
CARSON of Indiana, Mr. SHUSTER, Mr.
DEFAZIO, Ms. NORTON, and Mr. NAD-
LER):

H.R. 4487. A bill to reduce costs of Federal
real estate, improve building security, and
for other purposes; to the Committee on
Transportation and Infrastructure, and in
addition to the Committee on Financial
Services, for a period to be subsequently de-
termined by the Speaker, in each case for
consideration of such provisions as fall with-
in the jurisdiction of the committee con-
cerned.

By Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi (for
himself and Mrs. LOWEY):

H.R. 4488. A bill to enhance the security
operations of the Transportation Security
Administration and stability of the transpor-
tation security workforce by applying the
personnel system of Title 5 of the U.S. Code
to employees of the Transportation Security
Administration who provide screening of all
passengers and property, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Homeland Secu-
rity, and in addition to the Committee on
Oversight and Government Reform, for a pe-
riod to be subsequently determined by the
Speaker, in each case for consideration of
such provisions as fall within the jurisdic-
tion of the committee concerned.

By Mr. KNIGHT (for himself, Mr.
BABIN, and Mr. SMITH of Texas):

H.R. 4489. A bill to provide for Federal
Aviation Administration research and devel-
opment, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Science, Space, and Technology.

By Mr. COHEN:

H.R. 4490. A bill to direct the Secretary of
Transportation to issue regulations that es-
tablish minimum dimensions for passenger
seats on aircraft operated by any air carrier
in the provision of interstate air transpor-
tation or intrastate air transportation, and
for other purposes; to the Committee on
Transportation and Infrastructure.

By Mr. CROWLEY (for himself and Mr.
ELLISON):

H.R. 4491. A bill to provide for MyRA ac-
counts, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Ways and Means.

By Mr. DUFFY (for himself and Mr.
WALZ):

H.R. 4492. A bill to provide for the approval
authority for National Guard flyovers, and
for other purposes; to the Committee on
Armed Services.

By Mr. GRAYSON:

H.R. 4493. A bill to amend title 10, United
States Code, to provide a one-year extension
of the special survivor indemnity allowance
provided to widows and widowers of deceased
members of the Armed Forces affected by re-
quired Survivor Benefit Plan annuity offset
for dependency and indemnity compensation
received under section 1311(a) of title 38,
United States Code; to the Committee on
Armed Services.

By Mr. GRAYSON:

H.R. 4494. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to allow a deduction for
rent paid or accrued on the personal resi-
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dence of the taxpayer; to the Committee on
Ways and Means.

By Ms. MICHELLE LUJAN GRISHAM
of New Mexico (for herself, Mr.
VARGAS, and Mr. KILMER):

H.R. 4495. A Dbill to amend the Higher Edu-
cation Act of 1965 to provide student loan eli-
gibility for mid-career, part-time students,
and for other purposes; to the Committee on
Education and the Workforce.

By Mr. SCHWEIKERT:

H.R. 4496. A bill to provide that amounts
collected by the Federal Government
through legal settlements, fines, or financial
penalties shall be deposited in the general
fund of the Treasury for purposes of deficit
reduction, and for other purposes; to the
Committee on the Judiciary.

By Mr. WITTMAN (for himself and
Mrs. NAPOLITANO):

H.R. 4497. A Dbill to amend the Water Re-
sources Research Act of 1984 to reauthorize
grants for and require applied water supply
research regarding the water resources re-
search and technology institutes established
under that Act; to the Committee on Natural
Resources.

By Ms. MENG (for herself, Mr. TED
LIEU of California, Mr. AL GREEN of

Texas, Ms. LEE, Ms. JuDY CHU of
California, Ms. DUCKWORTH, Ms.
VELAZQUEZ, Mr. SCHIFF, Mr. GRI-

JALVA, Mr. TAKANO, Ms. BORDALLO,
Mr. HONDA, and Mr. PETERS):

H. Res. 608. A resolution recognizing the
cultural and historical significance of Lunar
New Year in 2016; to the Committee on Over-
sight and Government Reform.

—————

CONSTITUTIONAL AUTHORITY
STATEMENT

Pursuant to clause 7 of rule XII of
the Rules of the House of Representa-
tives, the following statements are sub-
mitted regarding the specific powers
granted to Congress in the Constitu-
tion to enact the accompanying bill or
joint resolution.

By Mr. BARLETTA:

H.R. 4487.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I, Section 8 of the United States
Constitution, specifically Clause 1 (relating
to providing for the general welfare of the
United States) and Clause 18 (relating to the
power to make all laws necessary and proper
for carrying out the powers vested in Con-
gress) and clause 17 (relating to authority
over the district as the seat of government),
and Article IV, Section 3, Clause 2 (relating
to the power of Congress to dispose of and
make all needful rules and regulations re-
specting the territory or other property be-
longing to the United States).

By Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi:

H.R. 4488.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I, Section 8

By Mr. KNIGHT:

H.R. 4489.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I, Section 8, Clause 18:

The Congress shall have power to make all
Laws which shall be necessary and proper for
carrying into Execution the foregoing Pow-
ers, and all other Powers vested by this Con-
stitution in the Government of the United

States, or in any Department of Officer
thereof.
By Mr. COHEN:
H.R. 4490.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:
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Article 1, Section 8, Clause 3 of the U.S.

Constitution
By Mr. CROWLEY:

H.R. 4491.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Clause 1 Section 8 of Article 1:

The Congress shall have the power to lay
and collect Taxes, Duties, Imposts, and Ex-
cises, to pay the Debts, and provide for the
common Defence and general Welfare of the
United States; but all Duties, Imposts and
Excises shall be uniform throughout the
United States.

By Mr. DUFFY:

H.R. 4492.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I, Section 8, Clause 14

By Mr. GRAYSON:

H.R. 4493.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article 1, Section 8, of the United States
Constitution.

By Mr. GRAYSON:

H.R. 4494.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article 1, Section 8, of the United States
Constitution.

By Ms. MICHELLE LUJAN GRISHAM
of New Mexico:

H.R. 4495.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article 1 Section 8 of the Constutition.

By Mr. SCHWEIKERT:

H.R. 4496.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article 1 Section 8 of the United States
Constitution

By Mr. WITTMAN:

H.R. 4497.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

This bill is enacted pursuant to the power
granted to Congress under Article I, Section
8, Clause 1 of the United States Constitution.

—————

ADDITIONAL SPONSORS

Under clause 7 of rule XII, sponsors
were added to public bills and resolu-
tions, as follows:

H.R. 224: Mr. NORCROSS.

H.R. 225: Ms. PLASKETT, Mrs. WATSON
COLEMAN, Mr. DESAULNIER, Ms. SCHAKOWSKY,
Ms. McCOLLUM, Mr. JEFFRIES, Mr. HINES, Mr.
MOULTON, Mr. BEYER, Mrs. LOWEY, and Ms.
MOORE.

H.R. 226: Mr. DESAULNIER.

H.R. 252: Mr. DESAULNIER.

H.R. 267: Ms. NORTON, Ms. MOORE, and Ms.

ESHOO.
H.R. 449: Mr. KATKO.
H.R. 539: Mr. LOWENTHAL, Ms. MAXINE

WATERS of California, Mr. RICHMOND, and Ms.
CLARK of Massachusetts.
H.R. 665: Ms. STEFANIK.
. 902: Ms. LEE.
. 1093: Mrs. BEATTY.
. 1147: Mr. BUCHANAN.
. 1188: Mr. CICILLINE.
. 1197: Mrs. HARTZLER and Mr. ROKITA.
. 1288: Mr. BOST.
. 1363: Mrs. HARTZLER.
. 1439: Mr. KEATING.

H.R. 1475: Mr. YOHO, Mr. BISHOP of Georgia,
Mr. SMITH of Washington, Mr. REICHERT,
Mrs. ROBY, and Mr. SERRANO.

H.R. 1550: Mr. PETERS.

H.R. 1559: Mrs. WALORSKI.

H.R. 1572: Mr. HUDSON.

H.R. 2293: Mr. DAVID SCOTT of Georgia, Mrs.
ROBY, Mr. ASHFORD, and Mr. JEFFRIES.
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H.R. 2434:
H.R. 2633:
H.R. 2641:
H.R. 2646:
H.R. 2658:
H.R. 2713:

H.R. 2730:

H.R. 2745:

H.R. 2849:

H.R. 2902:

H.R. 3003:

H.R. 3071: Mr. HUFFMAN.

H.R. 3180: Mr. PETERS.

H.R. 3381: Ms. FUDGE, Mr. COFFMAN, Mr.
WILSON of South Carolina, Mr. FRELING-
HUYSEN, Mrs. MILLER of Michigan, Mr. REED,
Mr. KEATING, Mr. RIBBLE, and Mr. ROKITA.

H.R. 3514: Mr. BEN RAY LUJAN of New Mex-
ico, Mr. HIGGINS, Ms. BROWNLEY of Cali-
fornia, and Mrs. BUSTOS.

H.R. 3516: Mr. JORDAN and Mr. CRENSHAW.

H.R. 3520: Mr. PALAZZO.

H.R. 3687: Mr. FARENTHOLD.

H.R. 3706: Mr. WILLIAMS, Mr. BEN RAY
LUJAN of New Mexico, Mr. COSTELLO of Penn-
sylvania, and Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ.

H.R. 3790: Mr. LOWENTHAL.

Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Ms.
Mr.

SMITH of New Jersey.
GRIJALVA.

PRICE of North Carolina.
MARINO.

GRIFFITH.

ROONEY of Florida.
FRELINGHUYSEN.
MESSER.

GRIJALVA.

KAPTUR and Mr. HIMES.
AGUILAR.
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H.R. 3799: Mr. FLEISCHMANN.

H.R. 3808: Mr. COLLINS of Georgia.

H.R. 3833: Ms. VELAZQUEZ.

H.R. 3917: Ms. TITUS, Mr. FORTENBERRY,
Ms. CLARK of Massachusetts, and Ms.
BROWNLEY of California.

H.R. 3948: Ms. JUDY CHU of California and
Mr. SERRANO.

H.R. 4027: Mr. NORCROSS.

H.R. 4055: Ms. SCHAKOWSKY.

. 4146: Mr. PETERS.

. 4147: Mr. PETERS.

. 4172: Mr. CAPUANO.

. 4247: Ms. WILSON of Florida.

H.R. 4277: Ms. JUDY CHU of California, Mr.
NUNES, and Mr. HANNA.

H.R. 4335: Mr. LOUDERMILK.

H.R. 4342: Mr. CICILLINE.

H.R. 4389: Mr. BEYER, Mr. HUFFMAN, Mrs.
NAPOLITANO, and Ms. T'SONGAS.

H.R. 4420: Mr. COOK, Mr. ALLEN, Mr. HAR-
RIS, Mr. RATCLIFFE, Mr. POSEY, and Mr.
ABRAHAM.

H.R. 4471: Mr. GRIJALVA and Ms. LEE.

H.R. 4474: Mr. VALADAO.

H. Con. Res. 110: Mr. RICHMOND.

H. Res. 509: Mr. CRENSHAW.
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H. Res. 561: Ms. BROWNLEY of California.

H. Res. 569: Mr. KIND and Mr. HOYER.

H. Res. 571: Mr. FORBES and Mr. BISHOP of
Utah.

H. Res. 593: Mr. PoLIS, Mr. ASHFORD, Mr.
CARDENAS, Mr. RYAN of Ohio, Mr. POCAN, Mr.
HUFFMAN, Mr. LANGEVIN, Ms. LEE, and Mr.
MCDERMOTT.

H. Res. 597: Mr. RICHMOND.

———

PETITIONS, ETC.

Under clause 3 of rule XII,

45. The SPEAKER presented a petition of
Mr. Gregory D. Watson, a citizen of Austin,
TX, relative to urging Congress to propose,
for ratification by special conventions held
within the individual states, an amendment
to the United States Constitution which
would establish a procedure by which mem-
bers of the United States House of Rep-
resentatives and of the United States Senate
may be involuntarily removed from office by
means of a recall election; which was re-
ferred to the Committee on the Judiciary.
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The Senate met at 2 p.m. and was
called to order by the President pro
tempore (Mr. HATCH).

————
PRAYER

The Chaplain, Dr. Barry C. Black, of-
fered the following prayer:

Let us pray.

Precious Lord, always faithful and
always true, use our lawmakers today
as ambassadors of reconciliation and
renewal. Open their minds to the coun-
sels of Your eternal wisdom as You fill
them with Your peace. Lord, increase
their hunger and thirst for right living
and lead them nearer to You. As they
seek to be agents of Your peace, help
them to honor You both in spirit and
deeds. Inspire them to reach decisions
based on truth, wisdom, compassion,
and fairness for all.

Watch over, O God, and care for the
men and women in our military, sur-
rounding them with the shield of Your
protection and favor.

We pray in Your mighty Name.
Amen.

—————

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The President pro tempore led the
Pledge of Allegiance, as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

—————

RECOGNITION OF THE MINORITY
LEADER
The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mrs.
CAPITO). The Democratic leader is rec-
ognized.

———

ZIKA VIRUS

Mr. REID. Madam President, I was
encouraged this morning to hear that
President Obama is aggressively re-
sponding to the Zika virus. Anyone
who has heard the news about this ter-

Senate

rible mosquito bite over the last sev-
eral weeks has heard about the spread
of Zika. This virus is primarily spread
by mosquitoes in Central America,
South America, the Caribbean, and the
Pacific islands.

Zika has been linked to birth defects
in children, as well as other health
problems. To date, there have been no
confirmed cases of Americans getting
Zika from mosquitoes in the conti-
nental United States, but we must not
lower our guard. Instead, we must take
action.

The President has taken action, and
I appreciate that very much. That is
why last week the entire Senate Demo-
cratic caucus sent a letter to President
Obama urging quick action responding
to the Zika virus. To his credit, that is
exactly what President Obama has
done. Today the President announced
that he is asking Congress for $1.8 bil-
lion to combat the outbreak. This
funding will, among other things, fur-
ther research of the virus and a poten-
tial vaccine; improve mosquito control
methods here at home; create rapid-re-
sponse teams in the United States; en-
hance treatment for those who are in-
fected; help deploy prevention and edu-
cation strategies to key populations,
including pregnant women and their
partners; support international aid ac-
tivities in affected areas; and train
health care workers in affected coun-
tries.

It is critical that we approve the
funds now, immediately, and give our
government the resources it needs to
fight the virus. We also need to make
sure our Nation’s response to the virus
includes increasing access to contra-
ceptives for women in Zika-affected re-
gions—for those who choose to use
them.

We in the Congress must follow
President Obama’s direction and ag-
gressively combat Zika. So I call on
my colleagues to support this impor-
tant funding.

I have been called to the White House
tomorrow afternoon at the same time

the Republican leader has called a
briefing on the Zika virus. I am going
to send staff to that meeting. I can’t be
at the White House and that briefing at
the same time, but I will get a thor-
ough, detailed account of what takes
place at that briefing. I appreciate Sen-
ator MCCONNELL arranging that meet-
ing, and I apologize for not being able
to be there.

———
AFFORDABLE CARE ACT

Mr. REID. Madam President, last
week marked the end of an open enroll-
ment for the health exchanges created
by the Affordable Care Act. The num-
bers are in, and once again millions of
Americans signed up for quality health
care. Normally—it is normal now, and
each year it keeps going up—nationally
almost 13 million Americans selected
their plans through health insurance
marketplaces. In Nevada, almost 90,000
people enrolled in Nevada’s health ex-
change. That represents a 20-percent
increase over 2015 enrollment numbers.

These numbers are further evidence
that the Affordable Care Act—
ObamaCare—is working. The law is
helping Americans get access to qual-
ity health care, many for the first time
in their entire lives. That is why it is
particularly frustrating to watch Re-
publicans continue banging their heads
when it comes to ObamaCare. Last
Tuesday—Groundhog Day, fittingly—
House Republicans voted for the 63rd
time to repeal or undermine the Af-
fordable Care Act. That is 63 times
House Republicans have ignored all the
evidence that proves the Affordable
Care Act is helping their constituents.

It is not just House Republicans; it
seems as if every day my friend the Re-
publican leader comes to the floor and
rails against ObamaCare. He has led
Senate Republicans in voting to repeal
or defund the Affordable Care Act 17
different times. Yet more than 10 per-
cent of the Republican leader’s own
constituents are benefiting from the

® This “bullet” symbol identifies statements or insertions which are not spoken by a Member of the Senate on the floor.
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Affordable Care Act. Madam President,
500,000 Kentucky residents use
ObamaCare—half a million people.

Last week an Associated Press arti-
cle highlighted the fact that Kentucky
has seen the largest drop in the per-
centage of its uninsured. I will read
from an AP story:

Kentucky and Arkansas had the largest
drops in the percentage of people without
health insurance in the country, according
to the Gallup-Healthways survey. In 2013,
more than 20 percent of Kentuckians did not
have health insurance. By the end of 2015,
after the State expanded its Medicaid pro-
gram and created a health-insurance ex-
change, that figure was down to 7.5 percent.

There it is in black and white. In
2013, 20 percent of Kentuckians didn’t
have health insurance, and now it is
down to 7.5 percent. That is a remark-
ably strong decrease of the uninsured.
If my friend the Republican leader had
his way and repealed ObamaCare, all
progress in Kentucky would be gone.

Sadly, Kentucky’s tea party Gov-
ernor is following in Senator McCON-
NELL’s footsteps. Gov. Matt Bevin
wants to tear apart his State’s health
exchange, regardless of the impact on
his constituents. I will read again from
the AP article:

Bevin, a Republican, has already given the
order to dismantle Xynect, Kentucky’s
state-based exchange. And he plans to repeal
Kentucky’s Medicaid expansion and replace
it with something else that [would] mean
fewer people would be eligible and the ones
who stay eligible would have to pay a small
premium. Bevin needs approval from the fed-
eral government to do that. If he does not
get it, Bevin has said he would repeal the ex-
pansion entirely.

It is time for Republicans to accept
the fact that ObamaCare is here to
stay. It is not going anyplace. Once and
for all, it has moved past repeal. Start
making the Affordable Care Act work
even better for the American people.

————

RECOGNITION OF THE MAJORITY
LEADER

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ma-
jority leader is recognized.

———
ZIKA VIRUS

Mr. MCCONNELL. Madam President,
I recently asked Secretary Burwell to
come to the Senate to brief committee
chairs, ranking members, and leaders
in both parties on the administration’s
response to the Zika virus. I appreciate
her team working with us to schedule
that briefing for tomorrow. Here are
the two areas in which we want to get
a better understanding at the briefing:

No. 1, what preparations are being
made to protect Americans?

No. 2, what are the administration’s
funding priorities given limited Fed-
eral resources?

Concern about the Zika virus is
growing in our country, and protecting
constituents, especially children, from
a communicable disease is a high pri-
ority for all of us. I am looking forward
to hearing more tomorrow about both
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the administration’s proposed response
and its priorities for combatting this
disease.

———

ENERGY POLICY MODERNIZATION
BILL

Mr. McCONNELL. Madam President,
the legislation currently before us—the
Energy Policy Modernization Act—is
the product of a year’s worth of con-
structive and collaborative work. In
the Energy Committee, it passed over-
whelmingly with the support of both
parties. Here on the floor, it has been
subject to an open amendment process,
with input from both sides. More than
30 amendments from both Democrats
and Republicans have already been
adopted. The Senator from Alaska re-
cently sought consent to continue that
progress by getting several more
amendments pending. It is unclear why
any colleague would object to her ef-
fort or why they would effectively
block consideration of their own
amendments, but that is what hap-
pened. It is disappointing for our coun-
try.

We are hoping our friends will recon-
sider. Remember, the Energy Policy
Modernization Act is broad bipartisan
legislation designed to help Americans
produce more energy, pay less for en-
ergy, and save energy, all while helping
strengthen our long-term national se-
curity. We should pass it.

I am asking colleagues to take yes
for an answer and allow the open
amendment process to continue so that
we can pass it, which is so important
to helping our country prepare for the
energy demands of today and the en-
ergy opportunities of tomorrow.

————

RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the leadership time
is reserved.

————

MORNING BUSINESS

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the Senate will be
in a period of morning business until 5
p.m., with Senators permitted to speak
therein for up to 10 minutes each.

Mr. McCONNELL. Madam President,
I suggest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
proceeded to call the roll.

Mr. NELSON. Madam President, I
ask unanimous consent that the order
for the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———

HEEDING HURRICANE WARNINGS

Mr. NELSON. Madam President, hur-
ricanes can be deadly. We are accus-
tomed to them in Florida. They are
part of our lifestyle. We know enough
about hurricanes and the ferociousness
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and strength of Mother Nature to know
that when a hurricane starts bearing
down, you better be prepared, and that
is especially so with regard to boats.
Hurricanes cause giant-sized waves and
strong winds that make it impossible
to navigate a boat. So when the fore-
cast calls for a hurricane, boats ought
to get out of the way.

Sadly, last year the El Faro, a cargo
vessel that sailed from Jacksonville to
Puerto Rico and back, along with its
sister ship, sailed right into a hurri-
cane off the Bahamas. As a result, the
last call to shore, although the cap-
tain’s voice was calm, was to report
that they had lost power and were
therefore listing, which meant that
something had been breached and
water was coming into the ship. That
was the last we heard from the captain.
We now know that that ship is 5 miles
below the surface of the Atlantic, on
the eastern side of the Bahama Islands.
Thirty-three people lost their lives,
most of whom were from the Jackson-
ville, FL, area. The National Transpor-
tation Safety Board is conducting an
investigation, and the question is
whether or not they are going to put
down another U.S. Navy submersible so
they can continue their search for the
recorder that would give them the
complete data from the ship.

I am bringing this up again because
the very same thing almost happened
yesterday, only this time a 4,000-pas-
senger cruise ship, sailing from the
New York area to Port Canaveral, FL,
and then on to other destinations in
the Caribbean, sailed right into a hur-
ricane that had winds topping 100 miles
per hour.

I wish I had a blowup of the image of
these hurricanes to show the Senate.
Yesterday’s storm was right off the
coast of North and South Carolina.
When these two images are compared
side by side, we can see how yester-
day’s storm is similar to Hurricane Isa-
bel. They look menacingly similar. The
thing about yesterday’s storm is that
it was forecasted for days. So why in
the world would a cruise ship with
thousands of passengers on it go sailing
right into it?

Some of the passengers have made
comments, including Robert Huschka,
executive editor of the Detroit Free
Press, who was a passenger on the
cruise. He said: ‘I am not going to lie.
It was truly terrifying.”

Passengers talked about how the
water was coming into the upper decks.
The pictures that were taken by the
passengers on the ship speak for them-
selves. I am sure there was a coura-
geous crew on board, but the question
is: Why, after what happened to the El
Faro last year, did it sail into the
storm? Even if they were surprised by
the change of the direction of the
storm, which is what happened with
the hurricane last year, why in the
world would a ship go anywhere close
to where the hurricane could be, par-
ticularly as the storm starts to cross
the warm waters of the Gulf Stream,
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and, therefore, gets all the more fuel
for the counterclockwise rotation of
the winds from the warm water?

I want the National Transportation
Safety Board, over which the Senate
Commerce Committee has some juris-
diction—of which I have the privilege
of being the ranking member—to come
up with a quick report.

Now, thank goodness, that so far
only four passengers were reported in-
jured and no one was killed. That ship
is now returning to port back in the
New York area. Thank goodness there
was not much damage, and that it is
seaworthy. But the question is, When
there is a storm brewing, why are mis-
takes made just like what happened to
the El Faro? Before it left the Port of
Jacksonville, they knew that a hurri-
cane was coming.

We need to know what happened in
this case as well so we can prevent
these kinds of accidents that could be
so tragic in the future.

The Senate Commerce Committee
has oversight of the National Transpor-
tation Safety Board, and I want them
to come up with answers very quickly
and make an admonition to Americans
that when a storm is brewing, you
don’t go out of port.

I yield the floor.

I suggest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. CAs-
SIDY). The clerk will call the roll.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
proceeded to call the roll.

Mr. ISAKSON. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.
CoATS). Without objection, it is so or-
dered.

———
CONCLUSION OF MORNING
BUSINESS

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Morning
business is now closed.

———

EXECUTIVE SESSION

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the Senate will pro-
ceed to executive session to consider
the following nomination, which the
clerk will report.

The legislative clerk read the nomi-
nation of Rebecca Goodgame Ebinger,
of Iowa, to be United States District
Judge for the Southern District of
Iowa.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, there will now be 30
minutes of debate equally divided in
the usual form.

The Senator from Georgia.

Mr. ISAKSON. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent to speak as in
morning business.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

TRIBUTE TO RICHARD ANDERSON

Mr. ISAKSON. Mr. President, on Fri-

day of last week as I was getting ready
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to leave to go home to the State of
Georgia, the United States of America,
and the aviation industry received no-
tice that Richard Anderson, CEO of
Delta Airlines, will retire after a career
of over 25 years in the aviation indus-
try, but in particular a great career at
Delta Airlines over the last decade. I
rise to memorialize on the floor of the
Senate how much my State and the
aviation industry owes to Richard An-
derson.

Richard took over Delta at a very
critical time. In fact, Delta was in des-
perate straits. Because of his work at
Delta, he revitalized the culture of the
company, he revitalized the aviation
industry in Georgia, and he made it a
market for all of us to be proud of. In
fact, in 1 year, 2 years ago, Delta was
one of the 50 most admired companies
in the United States of America and
led the world in terms of aviation as
stated by Aviation Magazine, but most
importantly Richard Anderson came to
Washington, DC, when all the aviation
industry was in trouble. He was then
with Northwest. Delta was having dif-
ficulties. He worked with the U.S. Sen-
ate, worked with the Finance Com-
mittee, worked with me, MIKE ENZI,
and others to reform the pension per-
formance act of 2005, and change the
way pensions were calculated in order
to save the pensions of Delta Airlines
and many other airlines in the United
States of America. His hands-on effort
to revitalize that company led to the
most prosperous year in its history in
2016, and the most prosperous decade it
had in the last 10 years.

So as he announces he is leaving
Delta Airlines and the aviation indus-
try for other things to do, I want to, on
the floor of the Senate, commend him
for all he has done to make Delta Air-
lines in the State of Georgia great, all
he has done for the aviation industry,
and all he has done for the economy of
the greatest country on the face of this
Earth—the United States of America.

I yield back the remainder of my
time.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Iowa.

Mr. GRASSLEY. Mr. President,
today the Senate will vote on the nom-
ination of Judge Ebinger from Iowa. I
am very pleased to be here to support
her and to urge all my colleagues to
also support her nomination.

I am very proud of the work my col-
league Senator ERNST and I have done
to fill the vacancies in Iowa’s district
courts by putting forward two excep-
tionally talented and qualified nomi-
nees, Judges Ebinger and Strand. I said
this in committee but, for the benefit
of all Members of the Senate, the Iowa
nominees are two of the best judicial
candidates the President has nomi-
nated during his Presidency.

To fill the vacancies in Iowa, I set up
a Judicial Selection Commission and
invited all interested Iowa lawyers to
apply. The applicants were vetted by
highly qualified members of the Iowa
legal community. After spending hun-
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dreds of hours reviewing the applica-
tions, the Commission interviewed all
39 applicants. Eleven candidates of the
thirty-nine were then selected for a
lengthy second round of interviews. At
the end of the process, the Commission
sent their recommendations to me. In
consultation with my fellow Iowa Sen-
ator, I was proud to recommend Judges
Strand and Ebinger to the White
House. Judges Strand and Ebinger have
the highest credentials and character
and will serve the State of Iowa with
honor and with distinction.

I would like to say a little bit more
about Judge Ebinger because she is the
one of the two we are voting on today.
Judge Ebinger received her under-
graduate degree in 1997 from George-
town University School of Foreign
Service and her law degree from Yale
Law School in 2004. She then served as
a special assistant U.S. attorney in the
U.S. Attorney’s Office for the Northern
District of Iowa in Cedar Rapids.
There, she prosecuted criminal cases
involving narcotics, immigration, fire-
arms offenses, and violent crimes. She
then clerked for Judge Michael Melloy
on the Eighth Circuit for 2 years, also
in Cedar Rapids, IA.

Following her clerkship, she moved
to the U.S. Attorney’s Office for the
Southern District of Iowa as an assist-
ant U.S. attorney. During this time,
her practice shifted primarily to white-
collar crime. She also handled intake
for all child support enforcement cases
and sex offender registry violations.

Judge Ebinger received a number of
awards for her work with the U.S. At-
torney’s Office. In 2012, she was ap-
pointed to serve as a district judge in
Iowa State court and was retained as a
district judge in the 2014 election. As a
State court judge, she presided over a
court of general jurisdiction, handling
civil law and equity, criminal, and
family court proceedings. She has pre-
sided over 40 cases that have gone to
verdict or trial.

Judge Ebinger is a highly qualified,
well-respected judge already, and I
urge my colleagues to support her
nomination today.

Mr. President, I yield the floor.

Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President, today we
will vote on the nomination of Rebecca
Ebinger to fill a judicial vacancy in the
Federal district court in the southern
district of ITowa.

Ms. Ebinger is a highly qualified
nominee who has devoted her legal ca-
reer to public service. Since 2012, she
has served as a district judge in Iowa
State court. Prior to joining the bench,
Judge Ebinger served as a prosecutor
at the Federal and State levels in Iowa,
including in the U.S. attorney’s offices
for the southern and northern districts
of Towa. During her tenure as a Federal
prosecutor, she was the lead attorney
on cases involving violence against
women. Judge Ebinger has the strong
support of her home State Senators,
Chairman GRASSLEY of the Judiciary
Committee and Senator ERNST.
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With her qualifications, I can under-
stand why Chairman GRASSLEY rec-
ommended her to the President for this
nomination. What I cannot understand
is why moneyed Washington interest
groups are calling on Republican Sen-
ators to oppose the confirmation of any
judicial nominee, regardless of a nomi-
nee’s merit or qualifications. Judicial
nominees like Judge Ebinger have
worked hard to build admirable legal
careers that have put them at the top
of their profession. When judicial
nominees submit themselves to the
nominations process, they do so ex-
pecting and deserving to be considered
by Senators exercising their own inde-
pendent judgement.

Judicial nominees not only deserve
our independent and considered judge-
ment, it is our constitutional obliga-
tion as Senators to provide it. The
duty to provide advice and consent on
the President’s nominees is our own
and cannot be abdicated to Washington
political action committees. This is es-
pecially true when such political ac-
tion committees are advocating that
we turn our backs on the American
people by completely shutting down
the judicial confirmation process.

Too many Americans who have
sought justice in our Federal courts
since last year have instead found
delays and empty courtrooms because
of Senate Republicans’ obstruction on
judicial nominees. Over the course of
last year, Senate Republicans allowed
confirmation votes on just 11 judicial
nominees—and judicial vacancies
soared across the country. When Sen-
ate Republicans took over the majority
in January of last year, there were 43
judicial vacancies. Since then, vacan-
cies have dramatically increased to
T7—an increase of more than 75 per-
cent. Furthermore, the number of judi-
cial vacancies deemed to be ‘‘emer-
gencies’” by the Administrative Office
of the U.S. Courts because caseloads in
those courts are unmanageably high
has nearly tripled under Republican
Senate leadership—from 12 when Re-
publicans took over last year to 32
today. Refusing to confirm any judicial
nominees for the rest of this year
would make the high number of vacan-
cies in our Federal judiciary even
worse.

In addition to the vote on Judge
Ebinger’s confirmation today, we have
agreed to vote this week on another
Iowa district court judge. When we re-
turn from the Presidents’ Day recess, 1
hope Republicans will continue con-
firming judicial nominees with bipar-
tisan support, as Democrats did when
we held the majority. In 2008, when I
was chairman of the committee with a
Republican President, we worked to
confirm judicial nominees as late as
September of the Presidential election
year. In fact, Senate Democrats helped
confirm all 10 of President Bush’s dis-
trict court nominees pending on the
Senate floor in a single day by unani-
mous consent on September 26, 2008.
This was similarly true in 2004, when 1
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was ranking member of the committee
with a Republican President, and we
worked to confirm nominees as late as
September of the Presidential election
year.

There are 19 judicial nominees await-
ing confirmation on the Senate floor.
The next judicial nominee pending
after we return from the President’s
Day recess will be Waverly Crenshaw,
an exceptional African-American dis-
trict court nominee from Tennessee
who has the support of his Republican
home State Senators, Senators ALEX-
ANDER and CORKER. I hope the Senators
from Tennessee will be able to con-
vince their majority leader to schedule
the Tennessee nominee’s vote to occur
this month. This is an emergency judi-
cial vacancy in their State, so it is
clear that this position is sorely needed
for Tennesseans to receive swift justice
in the middle district of Tennessee.

I urge my fellow Senators to vote to
confirm Judge Ebinger and look for-
ward to working with my fellow Sen-
ators to ensure timely confirmation of
the other judicial nominees pending be-
fore the Senate.

Mr. GRASSLEY. I suggest the ab-
sence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER.
clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk proceeded to
call the roll.

Mr. GRASSLEY. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Mr. GRASSLEY. I yield back time.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there
objection?

Without objection, all time is yielded
back.

The question is, Will the Senate ad-
vise and consent to the Ebinger nomi-
nation?

Mr. GRASSLEY. I ask for the yeas
and nays.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there a
sufficient second?

There appears to be a sufficient sec-
ond.

The clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk called the roll.

Mr. CORNYN. The following Senators
are necessarily absent: the Senator
from Missouri (Mr. BLUNT), the Senator
from Arkansas (Mr. COTTON), the Sen-
ator from Texas (Mr. CRUZ), the Sen-
ator from South Carolina (Mr. GRA-
HAM), the Senator from Nevada (Mr.
HELLER), the Senator from Wisconsin
(Mr. JOHNSON), the Senator from Ari-
zona (Mr. McCAIN), the Senator from
Florida (Mr. RUBIO), the Senator from
Nebraska (Mr. SASSE), the Senator
from North Carolina (Mr. TILLIS), the
Senator from  Pennsylvania  (Mr.
TOOMEY), the Senator from Louisiana
(Mr. VITTER), and the Senator from
Mississippi (Mr. WICKER).

Mr. DURBIN. I announce that the
Senator from California (Mrs. BOXER),
the Senator from Vermont (Mr. SAND-
ERS), the Senator from New Hampshire
(Mrs. SHAHEEN), and the Senator from

The
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Rhode Island (Mr.
necessarily absent.
The result was announced—yeas 83,
nays 0, as follows:
[Rollcall Vote No. 18 Ex.]

WHITEHOUSE) are

YEAS—83

Alexander Feinstein Moran
Ayotte Fischer Murkowski
Baldwin Flake Murphy
Barrasso Franken Murray
Bennet Gardner Nelson
Blumenthal Gillibrand Paul
Booker Grassley Perdue
Boozman Ha'(:ch Peters
grown gep&?ch Portman
urr eitkamp
Cantwell Hirono g:fg
Capito Hoeven Risch
Cardin Inhofe 1se
Carper Isakson Roberts
Casey Kaine Rounds
Cassidy King Schatz
Coats Kirk Schumer
Cochran Klobuchar Scott
Collins Lankford Sessions
Coons Leahy Shelby
Corker Lee Stabenow
Cornyn Manchin Sullivan
Crapo Markey Tester
Daines McCaskill Thune
Donnelly McConnell Udall
Durbin Menendez Warner
Enzi Merkley Warren
Ernst Mikulski Wyden

NOT VOTING—17
Blunt Johnson Tillis
Boxer McCain Toomey
Cotton Rubio Vitter
Cruz Sanders Whitehouse
Graham Sasse Wicker
Heller Shaheen

The nomination was confirmed.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the President will
be immediately notified of the Senate’s
action.

—————

LEGISLATIVE SESSION

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the Senate will re-
sume legislative session.

The majority leader is recognized.

—————

MORNING BUSINESS

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate be in a period of morning business,
with Senators permitted to speak
therein for up to 10 minutes each.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The Senator from Minnesota.

———

UNANIMOUS CONSENT REQUESTS—
EXECUTIVE CALENDAR

Ms. KLOBUCHAR. Mr. President, I
rise today for the fifth time to ask
unanimous consent for a vote for the
Ambassadors to Norway and Sweden.
Senator CRUZ has been objecting to
this. I appreciate the bipartisan sup-
port for these nominees. They made it
through the committees without any
objections.

These are the 11th and 12th biggest
investors in the United States of Amer-
ica. They are our allies. They are our
allies in our fight against Russian ag-
gression. Norway shares a border with
Russia. Yet every major European
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country has an ambassador except Nor-
way and Sweden.

I ask unanimous consent that the
Senate proceed to executive session to
consider the nomination of Samuel D.
Heins, Calendar No. 263; that the Sen-
ate proceed to vote without inter-
vening action or debate on the nomina-
tion; that if confirmed, the motion to
reconsider be considered made and laid
upon the table.

The PRESIDING OFFICER
LANKFORD). Is there objection?

The majority leader.

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, on
behalf of the junior Senator from
Texas, Mr. CRUZ, I object.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Objec-
tion is heard.

The Senator from Minnesota.

Ms. KLOBUCHAR. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate proceed to executive session to con-
sider the following nomination that is
to the country of Sweden: Azita Raji,
Calendar No. 148; that the Senate pro-
ceed to vote without intervening ac-
tion or debate on the nomination; that
if confirmed, the motion to reconsider
be considered made and laid upon the
table.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there
objection?

The majority leader.

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, on
behalf of the junior Senator from
Texas, Mr. CRUZ, I object.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Objec-
tion is heard.

The Senator from Minnesota.

Ms. KLOBUCHAR. Mr. President, as I
said, this has been a bipartisan effort
to get these two nominees confirmed.
There is no one holding up the vote on
these nominations except for Senator
CRrUZ. We asked him to remove these
holds. He has not voiced any concerns
about these individual nominees. He
has voiced concerns about unrelated
foreign policy issues. There have been
other holds in the past, but everyone
has lifted their hold. I note that even
Senator CoOTTON from Arkansas has
said that there are no issues with the
qualifications of these nominees and
that these nominees should proceed to
a vote.

As I said, this is the fifth time I have
come to the floor. I have also been
joined by Senator CARDIN, Senator
SHAHEEN, and Senator FRANKEN. This
is something that has to get done.

Listen to these numbers: Sam Heins
has been waiting for 293 days to be con-
firmed as the U.S. ambassador to Nor-
way. Azita Raji has been waiting 474
days to be confirmed as the first female
U.S. Ambassador to Sweden. Both of
these nominees were voted out of the
Senate Foreign Relations Committee
without controversy and with signifi-
cant bipartisan support. Not a single
Senator has questioned the qualifica-
tions of Sam Heins or Azita Raji. That
is because they are both qualified to
take these jobs.

We have an ambassador in France.
We have an ambassador in England. We

(Mr.
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have an ambassador in Italy. We have
an ambassador in Germany. We have
an ambassador to nearly every Euro-
pean nation but not these two Scan-
dinavian countries.

More than 1,200 refugees seek asylum
in Sweden every single day. I cannot
tell my colleagues how many times I
have heard people on both sides of the
aisle talk about how during this ref-
ugee crisis we need a strong and unified
Europe, and we need to be their allies,
and they need to be our allies. While
we may have disagreements on how to
solve all of the refugee crises, we have
to at least give support to our allies
who are taking in these refugees.

Sweden accepts more refugees per
capita than any other country in the
European Union. Norway expects to
take in as many as 25,000 refugees this
year. It has already provided more
than $6 million to Greece to help re-
spond to the influx of refugees seeking
a way to enter Europe. All of us on
both sides of the aisle have talked
about this. Yet, right now, no Ambas-
sadors are in those two critical coun-
tries.

I would note they have Ambassadors
from China in those countries. They
have Ambassadors from Russia. They
have Ambassadors. So the people of
their countries who love the United
States, who respect the United States,
who travel to the United States, they
want to know: How come every major
nation has an ambassador to our coun-
try but not the United States of Amer-
ica?

We also understand the important
economic contributions Sweden and
Norway make to our country. These
diplomatic relations are 200 years old.
That is why we have widespread sup-
port for these nominees. Yet one Sen-
ator—how can one Senator stand in the
way of a vote affecting relations that
are 200 years old?

Our economic partnership with these
countries is enormous. Sweden sup-
ports over 330,700 American jobs across
50 States. In the case of Norway, our
trade partnership is $16 billion—$7 bil-
lion in exports, $9 billion in imports.
Leaving these countries without a U.S.
Ambassador is a slap in the face to
their governments, their people, and
all of the American workers who are
supported by Swedish and Norwegian
investment in the United States. That
is happening today.

In addition to Sam Heins and Azita
Raji, there are other nominees who are
vital in our fight against terrorism;
however, I am going to focus today on
these two nominees.

We have two countries, Norway and
Sweden, that are members of NATO,
that have joined us in the fight against
Islamic extremists, that have joined us
in the fight against ISIS. This is no
way to treat them.

I would also add, in kind of a com-
bination of our national security inter-
ests and economic interests, that Nor-
way has now signed to purchase 252
fighter planes—22 just recently—from

S697

Lockheed Martin. Those fighter planes
are made in America. The country of
Norway could have decided to buy
those fighter planes from any nation in
the world. They could have bought
those fighter planes from Europe.
Where did they buy those fighter
planes from? They brought them from
the United States, from Lockheed Mar-
tin, and that company is located in
Texas. Those fighter planes are made
in Fort Worth, TX, Senator CRUZ’s
home State.

So what do we say to Norway when
they invest? We can do the math—
nearly $200 million a plane, 22 planes.
So they have strong national security,
as we see Russian aggression and Is-
lamic extremism and as they join with
us in fights across the world. What do
we say? You are not worthy of an am-
bassador. Because one Senator—the
Senator from the State where those
fighter planes are made, from Fort
Worth, TX—has decided to hold this
up.

What are we doing when we say to a
major company in the United States
that got a major deal with a foreign
government that that government is
not worthy of having an ambassador?
What kind of encouragement do we
give when we don’t even let them have
an ambassador?

This is one of many examples of what
is going on and why the people are so
angry. We have heard from the Foreign
Minister. We have seen comments from
people of Norwegian descent and Swed-
ish descent who do not understand how
this could be going on right now, given
everything Europe is confronting.

It is my hope that we will be able to
work these things out. We have been
given various reasons from letters that
have been written, to streets in front of
embassies, for this hold. But we are
hopeful that somehow we are going to
be able to work this out. This is be-
cause of one Senator who is not even
here in this Chamber day after day
after day when I return to put these
names in for Ambassador.

We are not stopping. Senator SHA-
HEEN and I are going to come to this
floor every single day and make the
case for these countries. I am hopeful
we will be able to resolve this.

Mr. President, I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Alaska.

Mr. SULLIVAN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent to enter into a col-
loquy with the junior Senator from
Montana for 20 minutes.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

EQUAL JUSTICE UNDER THE LAW

Mr. SULLIVAN. Mr. President, I rise
today to speak about a very important
issue for our Nation’s judicial system
and two bills that I and my colleague
from Montana have introduced. The
bills’ primary focus is what all of us in
the Senate want, and that is equal jus-
tice under the law.
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One of the bills would split the dys-
functional and unwieldy U.S. Court of
Appeals for the Ninth Circuit. The
other bill would form a commission to
evaluate the court and make rec-
ommendations based on its findings.

Like a lot of us here, when I am in
Washington I like to get out and try to
get a run in in the morning and look at
the beautiful monuments, memorials.
Oftentimes I run past the U.S. Supreme
Court, and I often look at the inscrip-
tion etched on the beautiful Court
there that says simply ‘‘Equal justice
under law.” I think of Supreme Court
Justice Lewis Powell’s famous quote
restated:

Equal justice under the law is not merely
a caption on the facade of the Supreme Court
building, it is perhaps the most inspiring
ideal of our society. It is one of the ends for
which our entire legal system exists. . . .

I also think of the thousands of law-
yers and judges and clerks, past and
present, who have lived their lives at-
tempting to fulfill its important ideal
and how our democratic system of gov-
ernment is dependent on striving for
this ideal.

We should do everything in this body
to make sure that simple concept—
equal justice under the law—is a re-
ality for all Americans. All Americans
should feel assured that when we seek
justice, the burdens we encounter, the
time we encounter to achieve justice
won’t be smaller or greater depending
on the part of the country in which we
live.

Unfortunately, that is not the case.
Unfortunately, if you are a citizen of
the United States and you live in one
of the States over which the U.S. Court
of Appeals for the Ninth Circuit has ju-
risdiction over your legal issues in the
administration of justice, one in five
Americans do not get equal justice
under the law. What our bills are fo-
cused on doing is righting that wrong
because the U.S. Court of Appeals for
the Ninth Circuit is simply too large,
its scope is too wide, and it has long
passed its ability to provide equal jus-
tice and to contribute as a functional
court system in the U.S. court of ap-
peals Federal court system in our
country.

This is no surprise. We have known
this for decades. Dividing the Ninth
Circuit is not a new idea. In fact, not
doing it is radical. If you look at the
history of the United States, when Fed-
eral courts of appeals have grown in
terms of population, what has hap-
pened every time for decades, for well
over 100 years, is that when the court
grows too big and the administration
of justice grinds to a halt, the court is
split so that you have that justice.
That is the usual course of American
history. What is not usual is the re-
fusal to do this.

To give a few examples, in 1973 a con-
gressionally chartered Commission rec-
ommended to this body that for the ad-
ministration of justice for American
citizens, the Ninth Circuit should be
split. It actually recommended that
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the Fifth and Ninth Circuit should be
split. The Fifth Circuit was eventually
split, but according to the Commission,
the Ninth Circuit, which it said had se-
rious difficulties with backlog, delay,
and justice for Americans, was not
split, and it has only gotten worse.

To give a few facts, there are 65 mil-
lion people living within the bound-
aries of the Ninth Circuit. That rep-
resents 20 percent of the total popu-
lation of the United States—one in five
Americans. That is almost two times
as many people as there are in the next
biggest circuit in the U.S. court of ap-
peals system, and it is almost three
times the average population of all the
other circuits combined. It is not only
just the size of the court.

The caseload is what is inhibiting
justice for Americans in the Ninth Cir-
cuit. At the end of a 12-month period
last year, the Ninth Circuit Court of
Appeals had almost 14,000 pending ap-
peals; the next largest court of appeals
had about 4,700. Justice delayed is jus-
tice denied.

In previous hearings in the Senate,
we found that it takes, on average, for
the Ninth Circuit, almost 40 percent
longer to dispose of an appeal than in
any other circuit in the country. This
is simply a function of a court that is
too big and too unwieldy. Because of
the size and inefficiency of the court,
the court has started to come up with
creative shortcuts—questionable proce-
dural shortcuts which I believe are
shortchanging justice for tens of thou-
sands of Americans every year in this
court of appeals.

Let me give you a few examples.
Every court in the U.S. Federal sys-
tem, in order to have uniformity of
law, when they have difficult issues,
they meet as a court in what they call
an en banc meeting. This provides uni-
formity in all the courts. There is only
one court that doesn’t do that. Because
it has 29 judges—much more than any
other court—the Ninth Circuit does not
meet as a whole court; therefore, lim-
iting its ability to address intracircuit
conflicts, with no uniformity in the
law in the Ninth Circuit, and it is seen
again and again and again. Further,
and perhaps most alarming—again be-
cause of its size—the Ninth Circuit is
the only court of Federal appeals where
a nonelected, nonappointed, nonarticle
II judge called an appellate commis-
sioner rules on matters by the thou-
sands that should be handled by article
IITI life-tenured judges—not an appel-
late commissioner who is none of those
things.

In a 2005 congressional hearing, one
of the Ninth Circuit judges testified
‘““that the appellate commissioner re-
solved 4,600 motions that would other-
wise have been heard by judges.” This
is fast-food justice for one in five
Americans who are part of the Ninth
Circuit.

This Senator plans to come down to
the floor over the next several weeks
and speak to my experience on the
Ninth Circuit Court of Appeals. I had

February 8, 2016

the opportunity—the honor—to be a ju-
dicial law clerk for one of the most es-
teemed judges, Judge Kleinfeld of Fair-
banks, AK, many years ago, but I did
see firsthand how the unwieldy size of
this court of appeals limits justice, not
just for Alaskans but for any citizen
who is under the jurisdiction of this
court.

Chief Justice Warren Burger warned
in 1970 that ‘‘a sense of confidence in
the courts is essential to maintain the
fabric of ordered liberty for a free peo-
ple.”” He cautioned that inefficiency
and delay in our courts of appeals
could destroy that confidence. Unfortu-
nately, as it is currently constituted,
the Ninth Circuit is inefficient, it
delays, and therefore denies justice for
millions of Americans, and we cannot
allow the confidence in our system of
justice to be undermined by continuing
a court of appeals that is so large and
so unwieldy. That is why the Senator
from Montana and I intend with our
bills to bring equal justice for all
Americans.

I turn to my colleague from Montana
for his views on this very important
issue.

Mr. DAINES. I thank the junior Sen-
ator from Alaska, and I appreciate him
joining me in this most important ef-
fort and also for the leadership he has
demonstrated on this issue. As the jun-
ior Senator from Alaska knows, the
Ninth Circuit Court is broken. It is
overburdened and is unable to provide
quality service and expeditious justice
for the Americans it is supposed to
serve.

When we offer the Pledge of Alle-
giance, we close with ‘‘and justice for
all.” As I frequently tell my staff, we
in public service are ultimately in the
customer service business. As U.S. Sen-
ators, our No. 1 job is to represent and
to serve the people in our States. Our
courts should reflect the same serving
mentality as they uphold their respon-
sibility to justice, but when our courts
are overburdened and overworked, it is
the American people who are left un-
derserved and waiting far too long for
justice. Unfortunately, under the cur-
rent structure, the Ninth Circuit Court
of Appeals is unable to provide Ameri-
cans in the West the service they de-
serve.

Take a look at this chart behind me.
At 64.4 million people served, the cur-
rent Ninth Circuit is the largest circuit
by population as well as the largest
land area. As the junior Senator from
Alaska will sometimes remind us, if
they divide Alaska in two, Texas is the
third largest State in the Nation. It is
not just about the geographical size of
the West. Look at the number of people
who are served in the Ninth Circuit. It
includes Montana, Alaska, Washington,
Oregon, Idaho, Nevada, Arizona, Cali-
fornia, and Hawaii, not to mention sev-
eral U.S. territories, Guam, and the
Northern Mariana Islands. That alone
amounts to 20 percent of the Nation’s
population.

Let’s put this in context. That is 85
percent larger than the next largest
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circuit which serves just 34.8 million
people, and this chart illustrates that
well. Needless to say, the Ninth Cir-
cuit’s caseload is significantly greater
than any other circuit, and that means
backlogs and that means delays. Not
only is it larger, it is disproportion-
ately larger. On average, the Ninth Cir-
cuit has had more than 32 percent of all
cases pending nationally. As the junior
Senator from Alaska mentioned, it cur-
rently has over 14,000 cases pending. As
you can see in this next chart behind
me, that is three times more than the
next closest circuit, the Fifth Circuit,
which has around 4,700 cases pending.
Processing all these cases takes time;
in fact, on the average, over the last 5
years, nearly 15 months from appeal to
determination.

It is time to take a serious look at
how our court system can better serve
the American people, and that is why
Senator SULLIVAN and I have intro-
duced two separate bills to address
these challenges. Our bills would bring
much needed reform, not just to the
Ninth Circuit but also to the entire
Federal circuit courts of appeals sys-
tem. The Circuit Court of Appeals Re-
structuring and Modernization Act
would split the Ninth Circuit Court of
Appeals into two circuits, providing a
more manageable balance of popu-
lation and geography for both circuits
so western Americans can be better
served by our courts.

The Federal Courts of Appeals Mod-
ernization Act would establish a com-
mission to study the Federal circuit
courts of appeals system and identify
changes needed to promote an expedi-
tious and effective disposition of the
Ninth Circuit caseload. Keep this in
mind. When we split the circuits into a
new Ninth and the Twelfth Circuits,
the Ninth Circuit would still have a
larger caseload than any other circuit.
In the new Ninth Circuit’s jurisdiction,
there would be 40.8 million people. It
would continue to maintain its status
as first in population. In the Twelfth
Circuit’s jurisdiction, this new circuit
we would establish, there would be 24.3
million people, which makes it the sev-
enth largest in population among the
circuits. It is just a little bit below the
average. Those numbers alone should
make it clear reforms are needed.

It is worth remembering that the
challenges facing the Ninth Circuit
have been longstanding, and the efforts
to find solutions are bipartisan. In fact,
two prior Commissions—one in 1973 and
the other in 1988, which, by the way,
was championed by California Senator
DIANNE FEINSTEIN—both determined
that the Ninth Circuit had an overly
burdensome size and scope and sug-
gested that changes be made with the
structure of the Federal courts of ap-
peals.

It is time to move forward with con-
crete solutions to address this problem.
The bills introduced by the junior Sen-
ator from Alaska and I will do so.

I was trained as an engineer. As an
engineer, one identifies a problem and
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most importantly finds a solution. We
have a capacity constraint which can
be alleviated. In thinking about our
communities, as our communities
grow, we need to add more schools, add
more teachers, and add more police of-
ficers.

We need to ensure that all Americans
have access to the justice they deserve.
It is time to split the Ninth Circuit.

I want to thank the junior Senator
from Alaska for championing this im-
portant issue, and I look forward to
working with him to find a resolution.

Mr. SULLIVAN. I thank my col-
league from Montana and for his point
in particular. The charts make a very
compelling case, but I think his point
in particular about constraints—when
things get too large, they become an
organization that cannot function.

I think when you look at the debate
that has occurred previously about the
Ninth Circuit, somehow we have gotten
to the point where it is some kind of
radical idea to split the Ninth Circuit.
But if you look at the history of our
country, the radical idea is actually
not splitting the Ninth Circuit. The
outlier position is not to take a court
either that has this many cases pend-
ing or that controls this much of the
population and not do something about
it.

The history of this body, starting
with the Judiciary Act of 1789 that cre-
ated three circuit courts: Eastern, Mid-
dle, and Southern—only a few years
later, Congress acted again—in 1802, a
mere 13 years later—and Congress dou-
bled the number of circuit courts to
six. What we have seen throughout our
history is when this kind of situation
exists where one court has an enor-
mously oversized population, Con-
gress—as my colleague from Montana
mentioned—acts in a bipartisan man-
ner, and they act for the sole reason to
make sure all Americans are getting
effective administration of justice.

When your citizens wait longer than
any other Americans and have delays
more than any other Americans and
when your court that you are subject
to the jurisdiction of starts to create
procedural shortcuts, not a lot of
which are known—and we are going to
talk about some of those over the next
several weeks—and no other court does
that, you start to see that one in five
Americans is burdened by this and bur-
dened by the lack of what the Supreme
Court says: ‘“‘Equal Justice TUnder
Law.”

I again thank my colleague from
Montana. I know he has some views on
what would happen again if this
doesn’t happen in his State or in my
State. But this isn’t just about the
West; this is about all Americans. We
all deserve the same justice.

Just by looking at these two posters,
cases pending, as I talked about ear-
lier, and the time it takes to get ap-
peals completed and the enormous pop-
ulation of just one circuit, what is
clear to me is that the Congress needs
to act.
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I am honored to be working with my
good friend from Montana where we are
offering Congress a variety of different
ways to approach this—a commission,
a bill to split the circuit.

But I want to emphasize that this is
not a radical idea; the radical idea that
is out of step with American history is
to not do something about this.

Every time in America’s history
since the Judiciary Act of 1789 when
this type of situation has occurred,
Congress has acted, and they acted be-
cause they knew equal justice under
the law was at stake.

Mr. DAINES. I remember as we were
raising our four children, sometimes it
would be late at night with a sick
child, and I would turn on ‘‘Sesame
Street’” with the child. I remember
there was that ‘““‘One of These Things
(Is Not Like the Others)” song. As I
look at that chart, this could be a
“Sesame Street” illustration. One of
these circuits is not like the others. It
is such a stark contrast to what we see
with the Ninth Circuit.

With the disproportionate number of
cases that are pending in the Ninth
Circuit, this is not that complicated of
a problem in terms of trying to iden-
tify where the problem lies. It is sim-
ply a factor of constraints, and it
starts with the population chart my
colleague from Alaska has, but then it
results in a disproportionate share of
cases coming out of that population.
That is why something must be done.

These two prior Commissions that
have studied this before, the one in
1973—which, by the way, in 1973, I was
11 years old. I was about ‘‘Sesame
Street’” age then. At that point they
said the Ninth Circuit had an overly
burdensome size in 1973. Yet again in
1998, I am grateful that California Sen-
ator DIANNE FEINSTEIN was cham-
pioning that Commission. She looked
at this same issue 18 years ago and de-
termined that the Ninth Circuit was
overly burdened and suggested changes
be made to the structure of the Federal
courts of appeal.

So I look forward to working with
my colleague from Alaska as we have
identified this problem and now move
forward to a solution. If there is some-
thing we hear over and over again from
the American people, it is this: You are
not solving the problems facing this
country.

We have a problem. We have a solu-
tion. I look forward to vigorous discus-
sions and continuing to get more infor-
mation, and I look forward to the al-
ternatives. We think this is the best so-
lution—to split the Ninth, add the
Twelfth Circuit. Even after that is
done—you take the Ninth and create
the new Twelfth Circuit—the Ninth
Circuit will still be the largest circuit
by population in the United States.

I again thank the junior Senator
from Alaska for taking the lead in this
effort and look forward to continuing
this discussion.

Mr. SULLIVAN. I appreciate my col-
league’s efforts as well. We will con-
tinue to be focused on this.
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I will end by mentioning—my col-
league mentioned the Sesame Street
adage ‘‘One of these things is not like
the other.” But one other area where
this is the case, as I mentioned before,
is in the en banc procedures. That is
when the courts of appeal—every one of
them in the country with the exception
of one—when they have difficult issues,
they sit together. All the active judges
sit together. This provides uniformity
and predictability in these courts. But
one of these courts is not like the oth-
ers. The Ninth Circuit cannot do this.
It is too big. So they have developed
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I look forward to working on this
with my good friend the Senator from
Montana and Members on both sides of
the aisle. This should be a bipartisan
issue for every Member of this body
who wants to make sure their citizens
have equal justice under the law.

I yield the floor.

———

BUDGETARY REVISIONS

Mr. ENZI. Mr. President, I previously
revised allocations, aggregates, and
levels in the budget resolution pursu-
ant to section 4305 of S. Con. Res. 11,
the concurrent resolution on the budg-
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I am reversing my previous adjust-
ments for this legislation.

I ask unanimous consent that the ac-
companying tables, which provide de-
tails about the adjustment, be printed
in the RECORD.

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the
RECORD, as follows:

BUDGET AGGREGATES—BUDGET AUTHORITY AND
OUTLAYS
(Pursuant to Section 311 of the Congressional Budget Act of 1974 and Sec-

tion 4305 of S. Con. Res. 11, the Concurrent Resolution on the Budget for
Fiscal Year 2016)

what is called a limited en banc review, et for fiscal year 2016, for H.R. 3762, the $s in millons 2015
which by definition is incorrect and an Restoring Americans’ Healthcare Free- curent Aggregates:
oxymoron because “en banc” means dom Reconciliation Act of 2015. On Sendne 3,045,629
B udget AUthOMILY .....ovvveveveeeeececsessiiivieren ,045,
the whole court. So that is why you January 6, 2016, the House of ReD- (utlays v 3066.946
have so many opinions in this court resentatives passed H.R. 3762, which édleunsc}mem:
that are not uniform, that are problem- had been amended by a complete Sen- ™ gieet uthoity ..o 2,200
atic, and that undermine the adminis- ate substitute. On January 8, 2016, the Revi Odutil\ays ; 24,300
tration of justice for the one in five President vetoed the measure. On Feb- spning o
Americans who is subject to this ruary 2, 2016, the House was unable to guglget LT ggg?%g
court’s jurisdiction. override the President’s veto. As such, utays i
BUDGET AGGREGATE—REVENUES
(Pursuant to Section 311 of the Congressional Budget Act of 1974 and Section 4305 of S. Con. Res. 11, the Concurrent Resolution on the Budget for Fiscal Year 2016)
$s in millions 2016 20162020 2016-2025
Current Aggregates:
Revenue 2,618,967 14,034,414 31,240,399
Adjustments:
Revenue 57,000 381,500 992,700
Revised Aggregates:
Revenue 2,675,967 14,415,914 32,233,099
REVISION TO ALLOCATION TO THE COMMITTEE ON FINANCE
(Pursuant to Section 302 of the Congressional Budget Act of 1974 and Section 4305 of S. Con. Res. 11, the Concurrent Resolution on the Budget for Fiscal Year 2016)
$s in millions 2016 2016-2020 2016-2025
Current Allocation:
Budget Authority 2,171,749 12,337,951 29,444 376
Outlays 2,167,759 12,318,105 29,419,399
Adjustments:
Budget Authority 2,000 4,600 —16,200
Outlays 2,000 4,600 —16,200
Revised Allocation:
Budget Authority 2,179,749 12,342,551 29,428,176
Outlays 2,169,759 12,322,705 29,403,199
REVISION TO ALLOCATION TO THE COMMITTEE ON HEALTH, EDUCATION, LABOR, AND PENSIONS
(Pursuant to Section 302 of the Congressional Budget Act of 1974 and Section 4305 of S. Con. Res. 11, the Concurrent Resolution on the Budget for Fiscal Year 2016)
$s in millions 2016 2016-2020 2016-2025
Current Allocation:
Budget Authority 12,406 83,087 160,659
Outlays 14,540 85,369 171,718
Adjustments:
Budget Authority 0 4,200 13,700
Outlays 0 2,400 10,900
Revised Allocation:
Budget Authority 12,406 87,287 174,359
Outlays 14,540 87,769 182,618
REVISION TO ALLOCATION TO UNASSIGNED TO COMMITTEE
(Pursuant to Section 302 of the Congressional Budget Act of 1974 and Section 4305 of S. Con. Res. 11, the Concurrent Resolution on the Budget for Fiscal Year 2016)
$s in millions 2016 2016-2020 2016-2025
Current Allocation:
Budget Authority —952,199 — 6,477,783 — 16,637,575
Outlays —906,718 — 6,350,658 — 16,317,826
Adjustments:
Budget Authority 22,100 463,500 1,368,800
Outlays 22,100 463,500 1,368,800
Revised Allocation:
Budget Authority —930,099 —6,014,283 — 15,268,775
Outlays — 884,618 — 5,887,158 — 14,949,026

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS

REMEMBERING FORREST R.
JARVIS

e Mr. MANCHIN. Mr. President, today
I wish to honor Forrest R. ‘“‘Dick” Jar-

vis, a beloved native of north central
West Virginia who passed away on Jan-
uary 27, 2016.

Dick was a remarkable community
leader, veteran, family man, and
friend; and he left a tremendous legacy
throughout my home State. Put sim-

ply, Dick stood out among others. He
was the epitome of what West Vir-
ginians are all about, with his hos-
pitable nature and unwavering com-
mitment to helping those in need.

Upon graduating from Rivesville
High School in 1948, Dick enlisted in
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the U.S. Navy, where he reported
aboard the Destroyer USS Brownson
DD 868 during the Korean war. His self-
less service to our State and Nation is
truly admirable and will never be for-
gotten.

Once discharged, he returned to West
Virginia and entered the insurance
business, where he retired as a sales
manager after more than 25 years of
service.

Dick was an outstanding community
leader and was also a member of nu-
merous organizations. He was president
of the Morgantown Life Underwriters
Association and the West Virginia As-
sociation of Life Underwriters and was
a Life Underwriter Training Council
Fellow. He was active in the Demo-
cratic Party of Monongalia County and
served two terms as county Democratic
chairman. He served five terms on Star
City Council and was president of the
Monongalia County Volunteer Fire
Companies Association for 10 years.

Among his many accomplishments,
Dick was instrumental in starting the
MECCA 911 emergency dispatch center
in Monongalia County and served as
chairman of the policy board for more
than 8 years. He was a lifetime member
of the Star City Volunteer Fire Depart-
ment, the VFW Post 548, the USS
Brownson DD 868 Association, and the
Tin Can Sailors Association.

It is a very special individual who
can sacrifice so much for our Nation,
only to return home and continue the
tradition of giving back to our commu-
nities. Dick led by example and treated
his neighbors as friends and his friends
as family. He instilled this same loyal
community service mindset through-
out his family. He leaves behind his
loving wife, Willa; his daughter Re-
becca and her husband Reverend Mark
Combs; his grandsons, Matthew and
Alexander; and his dear brother Rob-
ert.

Dick was a beloved family man,
friend, and inspiration to the Star City
community. His glowing smile and
positive attitude were contagious and
will live on in the memories and hearts
of all those who had the privilege of
knowing him. Dick’s service was great-
ly appreciated and will certainly never
be forgotten.e

——
TRIBUTE TO STEVE PRINGLE
e Mr. MORAN. Mr. President, agri-

culture is the backbone of our country.
It is a significant economic driver, and
perhaps more importantly, it offers our
citizens a way of life that is unique in
today’s world. Within agriculture, I
often encounter thoughtful, committed
men and women who work every day to
raise their families, run their busi-
nesses, serve their neighbors, and pro-
vide a better future for the next gen-
eration.

Those qualities are found in Steve
Pringle, who has served on behalf of
Texas Farm Bureau for over 25 years.
Under Steve’s leadership, the organiza-
tion has influenced agricultural policy,
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promoted rural values, and worked to
show an increasingly urban populace
how food is produced.

I met Steve many years ago, and over
those years, we grew to be friends. As
agricultural issues repeatedly came to
the forefront of debate in Washington—
from trade and energy, to the economy,
overregulation, and the farm bill—he
was always someone whom I could
count on to give me trustworthy advice
and counsel.

Steve is a veteran, a husband, and a
father. His long and distinguished ca-
reer includes stints at the House Agri-
culture Committee, Texas A&M Uni-
versity, and the U.S. Department of
Agriculture. For over a quarter cen-
tury however, Steve has been the face
of Texas Farm Bureau. Steve’s passion
for improving the lives of farmers and
ranchers and advocating for the future
of rural America has always impressed
me.

Steve Pringle embodies many traits
we can all admire, including a deep
gratitude for the hard-working families
who provide the food, fuel, and fiber
Americans rely on. Texas farmers and
ranchers found in Steve Pringle a true
public servant who worked hard to
make certain their voices were heard
on Capitol Hill. These traits have
earned Steve the respect of his peers in
Texas, in my home State of Kansas,
and from across the country.

Steve, we are grateful for your serv-
ice and wish you and your wife, Linda,
well in the next chapter of your life.e

———

MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE

At 2:03 p.m., a message from the
House of Representatives, delivered by
Mr. Novotny, one of its reading clerks,
announced that the House has passed
the following bill, in which it requests
the concurrence of the Senate:

H.R. 766. An act to provide requirements
for the appropriate Federal banking agencies
when requesting or ordering a depository in-
stitution to terminate a specific customer
account, to provide for additional require-
ments related to subpoenas issued under the
Financial Institutions Reform, Recovery,
and Enforcement Act of 1989, and for other
purposes.

The message also announced that the
House agrees to the amendment of the
Senate to the bill (H.R. 3033) to require
the President’s annual budget request
to Congress each year to include a line
item for the Research in Disabilities
Education program of the National
Science Foundation and to require the
National Science Foundation to con-
duct research on dyslexia.

———

MEASURES REFERRED

The following bill was read the first
and the second times by unanimous
consent, and referred as indicated:

H.R. 766. An act to provide requirements
for the appropriate Federal banking agencies
when requesting or ordering a depository in-
stitution to terminate a specific customer
account, to provide for additional require-
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ments related to subpoenas issued under the
Financial Institutions Reform, Recovery,
and Enforcement Act of 1989, and for other
purposes; to the Committee on Banking,
Housing, and Urban Affairs.

———

EXECUTIVE AND OTHER
COMMUNICATIONS

The following communications were
laid before the Senate, together with
accompanying papers, reports, and doc-
uments, and were referred as indicated:

EC—4295. A communication from the Direc-
tor of the Regulatory Management Division,
Environmental Protection Agency, transmit-
ting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule en-
titled ‘‘Cyazofamid; Pesticide Tolerances’
(FRL No. 9940-46-OCSPP) received in the Of-
fice of the President of the Senate on Feb-
ruary 2, 2016; to the Committee on Agri-
culture, Nutrition, and Forestry.

EC—4296. A communication from the Chief
of the Planning and Regulatory Affairs
Branch, Food and Nutrition Service, Depart-
ment of Agriculture, transmitting, pursuant
to law, the report of a rule entitled ‘“SNAP
Requirement for National Directory of New
Hires Employment Verification and Annual
Program Activity Reporting” (RIN0584—
AE36) received in the Office of the President
of the Senate on February 2, 2016; to the
Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition, and
Forestry.

EC—4297. A communication from the Assist-
ant Director, Senior Executive Management
Office, Department of Defense, transmitting,
pursuant to law, a report relative to a va-
cancy in the position of Under Secretary of
the Army, Department of Defense, received
in the Office of the President of the Senate
on February 3, 2016; to the Committee on
Armed Services.

EC—4298. A communication from the Sec-
retary of Defense, transmitting a report on
the approved retirement of Lieutenant Gen-
eral Bernard S. Champoux, United States
Army, and his advancement to the grade of
lieutenant general on the retired list; to the
Committee on Armed Services.

EC-4299. A communication from the Sec-
retary of the Treasury, transmitting, pursu-
ant to law, a six-month periodic report on
the national emergency that was declared in
Executive Order 13441 with respect to Leb-
anon; to the Committee on Banking, Hous-
ing, and Urban Affairs.

EC-4300. A communication from the Sec-
retary of the Interior, transmitting, pursu-
ant to law, a report relative to the North
Slope Science Initiative; to the Committee
on Energy and Natural Resources.

EC-4301. A communication from the Direc-
tor of the Regulatory Management Division,
Environmental Protection Agency, transmit-
ting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule en-
titled ‘‘Protection of Stratospheric Ozone:
Revisions to Reporting and Recordkeeping
for Imports and Exports’” (FRL No. 9941-82—
OAR) received in the Office of the President
of the Senate on February 2, 2016; to the
Committee on Environment and Public
Works.

EC-4302. A communication from the Chief
of the Publications and Regulations Branch,
Internal Revenue Service, Department of the
Treasury, transmitting, pursuant to law, the
report of a rule entitled ‘“‘Section 506 Notifi-
cation Requirement for New and Certain Ex-
isting Section 501(c) (4) Organizations’ (No-
tice 2016-9) received in the Office of the
President of the Senate on February 2, 2016;
to the Committee on Finance.

EC-4303. A communication from the Chief
of the Publications and Regulations Branch,
Internal Revenue Service, Department of the
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Treasury, transmitting, pursuant to law, the
report of a rule entitled ‘‘Update of Weighted
Average Interest Rates, Yield Curves, and
Segment Rates’” (Notice 2016-7) received in
the Office of the President of the Senate on
February 2, 2016; to the Committee on Fi-
nance.

EC-4304. A communication from the Chief
of the Publications and Regulations Branch,
Internal Revenue Service, Department of the
Treasury, transmitting, pursuant to law, the
report of a rule entitled ‘‘Applicable Federal
Rates—February 2016 (Rev. Rul. 2016-4) re-
ceived in the Office of the President of the
Senate on February 2, 2016; to the Com-
mittee on Finance.

EC-4305. A communication from the Chief
of the Publications and Regulations Branch,
Internal Revenue Service, Department of the
Treasury, transmitting, pursuant to law, the
report of a rule entitled ‘‘Revenue Ruling:
2016 Prevailing State Assumed Interest
Rates” (Rev. Rul. 2016-2) received in the Of-
fice of the President of the Senate on Feb-
ruary 2, 2016; to the Committee on Finance.

EC-4306. A communication from the Chief
of the Publications and Regulations Branch,
Internal Revenue Service, Department of the
Treasury, transmitting, pursuant to law, the
report of a rule entitled ‘‘Revocation of Rev.
Rul. 2008-15" (Rev. Rul. 2016-3) received in
the Office of the President of the Senate on
February 2, 2016; to the Committee on Fi-
nance.

EC-4307. A communication from the Chief
of the Publications and Regulations Branch,
Internal Revenue Service, Department of the
Treasury, transmitting, pursuant to law, the
report of a rule entitled ‘‘Guidance Relating
to Refunds of Foreign Tax for Which an Elec-
tion was Made Under Section 853 (Notice
2016-10) received in the Office of the Presi-
dent of the Senate on February 2, 2016; to the
Committee on Finance.

EC-4308. A communication from the Assist-
ant Secretary, Legislative Affairs, Depart-
ment of State, transmitting, pursuant to
law, a report relative to section 36(c) of the
Arms Export Control Act (DDTC 15-129); to
the Committee on Foreign Relations.

EC-4309. A communication from the Assist-
ant Secretary, Legislative Affairs, Depart-
ment of State, transmitting, pursuant to
law, a report relative to section 36(c) of the
Arms Export Control Act (DDTC 15-130); to
the Committee on Foreign Relations.

EC-4310. A communication from the Assist-
ant Secretary, Legislative Affairs, Depart-
ment of State, transmitting, pursuant to
law, a report relative to section 36(c) of the
Arms Export Control Act (DDTC 15-120); to
the Committee on Foreign Relations.

EC-4311. A communication from the Assist-
ant Secretary, Legislative Affairs, Depart-
ment of State, transmitting, pursuant to
law, the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Visas:
Documentation of Nonimmigrants under the
Immigration and Nationality Act, as Amend-
ed” (RIN1400-AD17) received in the Office of
the President of the Senate on February 3,
2016; to the Committee on Foreign Relations.

EC-4312. A communication from the Gen-
eral Counsel, Peace Corps, transmitting, pur-
suant to law, a report relative to a vacancy
in the position of Deputy Director of the
Peace Corps, received in the Office of the
President of the Senate on February 3, 2016;
to the Committee on Foreign Relations.

EC-4313. A communication from the Chair-
man of the Council of the District of Colum-
bia, transmitting, pursuant to law, a report
on D.C. Act 21-275, ‘‘Office of the Attorney
General Personnel and Procurement Clari-
fication Temporary Amendment Act of 2016”’;
to the Committee on Homeland Security and
Governmental Affairs.

EC-4314. A communication from the Chair-
man of the Council of the District of Colum-
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bia, transmitting, pursuant to law, a report
on D.C. Act 21-276, ‘‘Washington Metropoli-
tan Area Transit Authority Safety Regula-
tion Temporary Amendment Act of 2016"’; to
the Committee on Homeland Security and
Governmental Affairs.

EC-4315. A communication from the Chair-
man of the Council of the District of Colum-
bia, transmitting, pursuant to law, a report
on D.C. Act 21-277, ‘‘Microstamping Imple-
mentation Temporary Amendment Act of
2016’; to the Committee on Homeland Secu-
rity and Governmental Affairs.

EC-4316. A communication from the Chief
of the Satellite Division, International Bu-
reau, Federal Communications Commission,
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of
a rule entitled ‘“In the Matter of Comprehen-
sive Review of Licensing and Operating
Rules for Satellite Services’ ((IB Docket No.
12-267) (FCC 15-167)) received in the Office of
the President of the Senate on February 3,
2016; to the Committee on Commerce,
Science, and Transportation.

EC-4317. A communication from the Senior
Assistant Chief Counsel for Hazmat Safety
Law, Pipeline and Hazardous Materials Safe-
ty Administration, Department of Transpor-
tation, transmitting, pursuant to law, the re-
port of a rule entitled ‘‘Hazardous Materials:
Adoption of Special Permits (MAP-21)
(RRR)”’ (RIN2137-AF00) received in the Office
of the President of the Senate on February 2,

2016; to the Committee on Commerce,
Science, and Transportation.
———

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES

The following reports of committees
were submitted:

By Mr. ROBERTS, from the Committee on
Agriculture, Nutrition, and Forestry:

Report to accompany H.R. 2051, a bill to
amend the Agricultural Marketing Act of
1946 to extend the livestock mandatory price
reporting requirements, and for other pur-
poses (Rept. No. 114-206).

By Mr. BARRASSO, from the Committee
on Indian Affairs, with an amendment in the
nature of a substitute:

S. 383. A bill to provide for Indian trust
asset management reform, and for other pur-
poses (Rept. No. 114-207).

—————

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS AND
JOINT RESOLUTIONS

The following bills and joint resolu-
tions were introduced, read the first
and second times by unanimous con-
sent, and referred as indicated:

By Mr. HATCH (for himself and Mr.

LEAHY):
S. 2510. A Dbill to encourage and facilitate
international participation in the per-

forming arts and for other purposes; to the
Committee on the Judiciary.

By Mr. ALEXANDER (for himself, Mrs.
MURRAY, Mr. CASSIDY, Mr. WHITE-
HOUSE, Mr. HATCH, and Mr. BENNET):

S. 2511. A bill to improve Federal require-
ments relating to the development and use of
electronic health records technology; to the
Committee on Health, Education, Labor, and
Pensions.

By Mr. FRANKEN (for himself, Mr.
NELSON, Mr. ISAKSON, and Mr.
BROWN):

S. 2512. A bill to expand the tropical dis-
ease product priority review voucher pro-
gram to encourage treatments for Zika
virus; to the Committee on Health, Edu-
cation, Labor, and Pensions.

By Mr. PERDUE:

S. 2513. A bill to amend the Congressional
Budget Act of 1974 to include the outlays and
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revenue totals relating to social security
benefits in a concurrent resolution on the
budget, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on the Budget.

——————

SUBMISSION OF CONCURRENT AND
SENATE RESOLUTIONS

The following concurrent resolutions
and Senate resolutions were read, and
referred (or acted upon), as indicated:

By Ms. HIRONO (for herself, Ms. BALD-
WIN, Mrs. FEINSTEIN, Ms. HEITKAMP,
Ms. WARREN, Ms. KLOBUCHAR, Mrs.
MURRAY, Ms. MURKOWSKI, Mrs. CAP-
1TO, Ms. AYOTTE, Ms. CANTWELL, Mrs.
BOXER, Mrs. FISCHER, Mrs. SHAHEEN,
Ms. STABENOW, Ms. COLLINS, Mr. DUR-
BIN, and Ms. MIKULSKI):

S. Res. 365. A resolution designating Feb-
ruary 2016 as ‘‘American Heart Month” and
February 5, 2016, as ‘‘National Wear Red
Day”’; to the Committee on Health, Edu-
cation, Labor, and Pensions.

By Mr. COONS (for himself, Ms.
HIrRONO, Mr. REID, Mr. KIRK, and Mr.
RUBIO):

S. Res. 366. A resolution recognizing the
cultural and historical significance of Lunar
New Year; considered and agreed to.

———

ADDITIONAL COSPONSORS

S. 524

At the request of Mr. PORTMAN, the
name of the Senator from Florida (Mr.
RUBIO) was added as a cosponsor of S.
524, a bill to authorize the Attorney
General to award grants to address the

national epidemics of prescription
opioid abuse and heroin use.
S. 628

At the request of Mr. KIRK, the name
of the Senator from Alaska (Ms. MUR-
KOWSKI) was added as a cosponsor of S.
628, a bill to amend the Public Health
Service Act to provide for the designa-
tion of maternity care health profes-
sional shortage areas.

S. 849

At the request of Mr. ISAKSON, the
name of the Senator from New Jersey
(Mr. BOOKER) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 849, a bill to amend the Public
Health Service Act to provide for sys-
tematic data collection and analysis
and epidemiological research regarding
Multiple Sclerosis (MS), Parkinson’s
disease, and other neurological dis-
eases.

S. 1239

At the request of Mr. DONNELLY, the
names of the Senator from Missouri
(Mr. BLUNT) and the Senator from Kan-
sas (Mr. MORAN) were added as cospon-
sors of S. 1239, a bill to amend the
Clean Air Act with respect to the eth-
anol waiver for the Reid vapor pressure
limitations under that Act.

S. 1421

At the request of Mr. HATCH, the
name of the Senator from Illinois (Mr.
KIRK) was added as a cosponsor of S.
1421, a bill to amend the Federal Food,
Drug, and Cosmetic Act to authorize a
6-month extension of certain exclu-
sivity periods in the case of approved
drugs that are subsequently approved
for a new indication to prevent, diag-
nose, or treat a rare disease or condi-
tion, and for other purposes.
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S. 1547

At the request of Mr. ISAKSON, the

name of the Senator from Illinois (Mr.

KIRK) was added as a cosponsor of S.

1547, a bill to provide high-skilled visas

for nationals of the Republic of Korea,
and for other purposes.
S. 1622

At the request of Mr. BURR, the name
of the Senator from Wyoming (Mr.
ENzI) was added as a cosponsor of S.
1622, a bill to amend the Federal Food,
Drug, and Cosmetic Act with respect to
devices.

S. 1883

At the request of Mr. REED, the name
of the Senator from New Jersey (Mr.
BOOKER) was added as a cosponsor of S.
1883, a bill to maximize discovery, and
accelerate development and avail-
ability, of promising childhood cancer
treatments, and for other purposes.

S. 2144

At the request of Mr. GARDNER, the
name of the Senator from Texas (Mr.
CruUz) was added as a cosponsor of S.
2144, a bill to improve the enforcement
of sanctions against the Government of
North Korea, and for other purposes.

S. 2248

At the request of Mr. DURBIN, the
name of the Senator from Indiana (Mr.
DONNELLY) was added as a cosponsor of
S. 2248, a bill to amend the Public
Health Service Act to coordinate Fed-
eral congenital heart disease research
efforts and to improve public education
and awareness of congenital heart dis-
ease, and for other purposes.

S. 2401

At the request of Ms. KLOBUCHAR, the
name of the Senator from Pennsyl-
vania (Mr. CASEY) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 2401, a bill to amend the
Omnibus Crime Control and Safe
Streets Act of 1968 to enhance the
COPS ON THE BEAT grant program,
and for other purposes.

S. 2426

At the request of Mr. GARDNER, the
names of the Senator from Utah (Mr.
HATcH) and the Senator from Kansas
(Mr. ROBERTS) were added as cospon-
sors of S. 2426, a bill to direct the Sec-
retary of State to develop a strategy to
obtain observer status for Taiwan in
the International Criminal Police Or-
ganization, and for other purposes.

At the request of Mr. CARDIN, the
name of the Senator from New York
(Mr. SCHUMER) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 2426, supra.

S. 2437

At the request of Ms. MIKULSKI, the
name of the Senator from Delaware
(Mr. CARPER) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 2437, a bill to amend title 38,
United States Code, to provide for the
burial of the cremated remains of per-
sons who served as Women’s Air Forces
Service Pilots in Arlington National
Cemetery, and for other purposes.

S. 2450

At the request of Mr. TESTER, the
name of the Senator from Oklahoma
(Mr. LANKFORD) was added as a cospon-
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sor of S. 2450, a bill to amend title 5,
United States Code, to address admin-
istrative leave for Federal employees,
and for other purposes.
S. 2475
At the request of Ms. MURKOWSKI, her
name was added as a cosponsor of S.
2475, a bill to establish a Commission
on Structural Alternatives for the Fed-
eral Courts of Appeals.
S. 2477
At the request of Ms. MURKOWSKI, her
name was added as a cosponsor of S.
2477, a bill to amend title 28, United
States Code, to provide for the appoint-
ment of additional Federal -circuit
judges, to divide the Ninth Judicial
Circuit of the United States into 2 cir-
cuits, and for other purposes.
S. 2485
At the request of Mr. THUNE, the
name of the Senator from Louisiana
(Mr. CASSIDY) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 2485, a bill to provide for the im-
mediate reinstatement of sanctions
against Iran if Iran attempts to acquire
nuclear weapons technology from
North Korea.
S. 2490
At the request of Mr. FLAKE, the
name of the Senator from Arizona (Mr.
McCAIN) was added as a cosponsor of S.
2490, a bill to amend title 28, United
States Code, to divide the ninth judi-
cial circuit of the United States into 2
circuits, and for other purposes.
S. 2502
At the request of Mr. ISAKSON, the
name of the Senator from Tennessee
(Mr. ALEXANDER) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 2502, a bill to amend the
Employee Retirement Income Security
Act of 1974 to ensure that retirement
investors receive advice in their best
interests, and for other purposes.
S. 2506
At the request of Mr. LEAHY, the
name of the Senator from Massachu-
setts (Mr. MARKEY) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 2506, a bill to restore stat-
utory rights to the people of the United
States from forced arbitration.
S. RES. 349
At the request of Mr. ROBERTS, the
names of the Senator from Georgia
(Mr. PERDUE), the Senator from Mis-
souri (Mr. BLUNT), the Senator from
Georgia (Mr. ISAKSON) and the Senator
from Kansas (Mr. MORAN) were added
as cosponsors of S. Res. 349, a resolu-
tion congratulating the Farm Credit
System on the celebration of its 100th
anniversary.
AMENDMENT NO. 3035
At the request of Mr. MURPHY, the
name of the Senator from Alabama
(Mr. SESSIONS) was added as a cospon-
sor of amendment No. 3035 intended to
be proposed to S. 2012, an original bill
to provide for the modernization of the
energy policy of the United States, and
for other purposes.
AMENDMENT NO. 3248
At the request of Ms. STABENOW, the
names of the Senator from Ohio (Mr.
PORTMAN) and the Senator from Ohio
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(Mr. BROWN) were added as cosponsors
of amendment No. 3248 intended to be
proposed to S. 2012, an original bill to
provide for the modernization of the
energy policy of the United States, and
for other purposes.

————

STATEMENTS ON INTRODUCED
BILLS AND JOINT RESOLUTIONS

By Mr. HATCH (for himself and
Mr. LEAHY):

S. 2510. A bill to encourage and facili-
tate international participation in the
performing arts and for other purposes;
to the Committee on the Judiciary.

Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President, today,
Senator HATCH and I are reintroducing
the Arts Require Timely Service Act or
ARTS Act. This bipartisan measure
would assist nonprofit arts organiza-
tions in obtaining visas for visiting for-
eign artists. For many renowned art-
ists abroad hoping to share their talent
with American audiences, our visa sys-
tem is often inconsistent and unreli-
able. Although current law establishes
a specific processing period for artist
visas, petitioners regularly confront
prolonged and uncertain wait times.
This delay and uncertainty carries
great costs for the nonprofit organiza-
tions that seek to bring foreign artists
to American audiences.

While expedited visa processing is
available, many of these organizations
are unable to afford those fees, and the
resulting delays in regular processing
lead to interruptions and cancellations
in performance schedules. Ultimately,
the inefficiencies in obtaining foreign
artist visas stifle the promotion of
international cultural exchange and
impede the mission of great American
cultural institutions.

The ARTS Act addresses these chal-
lenges by requiring the Secretary of
Homeland Security to provide expe-
dited processing services, without a
fee, if an O- or P- artist visa is not ad-
judicated within a 14-day time frame,
and the petition is filed by or on behalf
of a nonprofit organization. The legis-
lation ensures that nonprofit arts orga-
nizations do not have to choose be-
tween making adjustments to their
programming and incurring additional
unexpected costs. We should be encour-
aging international participation in
the performing arts, not thwarting it.
That is why more than 80 national or-
ganizations consisting of musicians, or-
chestras, museums, performing artists,
and local arts organizations such as
the Vermont Symphony Orchestra,
support the ARTS Act.

I have long been a supporter of the
arts and am proud of the great con-
tributions the arts community has
made in my home state of Vermont.
Organizations such as the Vermont
Symphony Orchestra, Vermont Per-
formance Lab, and Burlington City
Arts enrich our State’s dynamic cul-
ture, are integral to our economy, and
ensure that all communities benefit
from the remarkable power of the arts.
The ARTS Act acknowledges the
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unique challenges that nonprofit arts
organizations confront with our visa
system and would assist them in their
effort to bring international arts and
culture to our communities.

———

SUBMITTED RESOLUTIONS

SENATE RESOLUTION 365—DESIG-
NATING FEBRUARY 2016 AS
““AMERICAN HEART MONTH” AND
FEBRUARY 5, 2016, AS “NATIONAL
WEAR RED DAY”

Ms. HIRONO (for herself, Ms. BALD-
WIN, Mrs. FEINSTEIN, Ms. HEITKAMP, Ms.
WARREN, Ms. KLOBUCHAR, Mrs. MUR-
RAY, Ms. MURKOWSKI, Mrs. CAPITO, Ms.
AYOTTE, Ms. CANTWELL, Mrs. BOXER,
Mrs. FISCHER, Mrs. SHAHEEN, Ms. STA-
BENOW, Ms. COLLINS, Mr. DURBIN, and
Ms. MIKULSKI) submitted the following
resolution; which was referred to the

Committee on Health, Education,
Labor, and Pensions:
S. RES. 365

Whereas heart disease affects men, women,
and children of every age and race in the
United States;

Whereas, between 2003 and 2013, the death
rate from heart disease fell nearly 40 per-
cent, but heart disease continues to be the
leading cause of death in the United States,
taking the lives of approximately 370,000 in-
dividuals in the United States and account-
ing for 1 in 7 deaths nationwide;

Whereas congenital heart defects are the
most common birth defect in the United
States, as well as the leading Kkiller of in-
fants with birth defects;

Whereas, every year, an estimated 750,000
individuals in the United States have a heart
attack, of which an estimated 116,000 individ-
uals die;

Whereas cardiovascular disease and stroke
account for $316,000,000,000 in health care ex-
penditures and lost productivity annually;

Whereas cardiovascular disease and stroke
will account for $1,393,000,000,000 in health
care expenditures and lost productivity an-
nually by 2030;

Whereas individuals in the United States
have made great progress in reducing the
death rate for coronary heart disease, but
this progress has been more modest with re-
spect to the death rate for coronary heart
disease for women and minorities;

Whereas many people do not recognize that
heart disease is the number 1 killer of
women in the United States, taking the lives
of 287,220 women in 2012;

Whereas nearly %3 of women who unexpect-
edly die of heart disease have no previous
symptoms of disease;

Whereas nearly % of all African-American
adults have some form of cardiovascular dis-
ease, including 48 percent of African-Amer-
ican women and 46 percent of African-Amer-
ican men;

Whereas many minority women, including
African-American, Hispanic, Asian-Amer-
ican, and Native-American women and
women from indigenous populations, have a
greater prevalence of risk factors or are at a
higher risk of death from heart disease,
stroke, and other cardiovascular diseases,
but such women are less likely to know of
the risk;

Whereas, between 1965 and 2016, treatment
of cardiovascular disease for women has
largely been based on medical research on
men;

Whereas, due to the differences in heart
disease between males and females, more re-
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search and data on the effects of heart dis-
ease treatments for women is vital;

Whereas extensive clinical and statistical
studies have identified major and contrib-
uting factors that increase the risk of heart
disease, including high blood pressure, high
blood cholesterol, smoking tobacco products,
exposure to tobacco smoke, physical inac-
tivity, obesity, and diabetes mellitus;

Whereas an individual can greatly reduce
the risk of cardiovascular disease through
lifestyle modification coupled with medical
treatment when necessary;

Whereas greater awareness and early de-
tection of risk factors of heart disease can
improve and save the lives of thousands of
individuals in the United States each year;

Whereas under the Joint Resolution enti-
tled ““‘Joint Resolution to provide for the des-
ignation of the month of February in each
year as ‘American Heart Month’”’, approved
December 30, 1963 (36 U.S.C. 101), Congress re-
quested that the President issue an annual
proclamation designating February as
‘“‘American Heart Month’’;

Whereas the National Heart, Lung, and
Blood Institute of the National Institutes of
Health, the American Heart Association, and
many other organizations celebrate ‘‘Na-
tional Wear Red Day” during February by
“‘going red” to increase awareness about
heart disease as the leading killer of women;
and

Whereas, every year since 1964, the Presi-
dent has issued a proclamation designating
the month of February as ‘‘American Heart
Month’’: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) supports the goals and ideals of ‘‘Amer-
ican Heart Month” and ‘‘National Wear Red
Day’’;

(2) recognizes and reaffirms the commit-
ment in the United States to fighting heart
disease and stroke by—

(A) promoting awareness about the causes,
risks, and prevention of heart disease and
stroke;

(B) supporting research on heart disease
and stroke; and

(C) expanding access to medical treatment;

(3) commends the efforts of States, terri-
tories and possessions of the United States,
localities, nonprofit organizations, busi-
nesses and other entities, and the people of
the United States who support ‘‘American
Heart Month” and ‘‘National Wear Red
Day”’; and

(4) encourages every individual in the
United States to learn about the risk of the
individual for heart disease.

————

SENATE RESOLUTION 366—RECOG-
NIZING THE CULTURAL AND HIS-
TORICAL SIGNIFICANCE OF
LUNAR NEW YEAR

Mr. COONS (for himself, Ms. HIRONO,
Mr. REID, Mr. KIRK, and Mr. RUBIO)
submitted the following resolution;
which was considered and agreed to:

S. RES. 366

Whereas Lunar New Year begins on the
second new moon following the winter sol-
stice, or the first day of the new year accord-
ing to the lunisolar calendar, and extends
until the full moon 15 days later;

Whereas February 8, 2016, marks the first
day of Lunar New Year for calendar year
2016;

Whereas the 15th day of the new year, ac-
cording to the lunisolar calendar, is called
the Lantern Festival;

Whereas Lunar New Year is often referred
to as ‘“Spring Festival” in various Asian
countries;
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Whereas many religious and ethnic com-
munities use lunar-based calendars;

Whereas Lunar New Year began in China
more than 4,000 years ago and is widely cele-
brated in East and Southeast Asia;

Whereas the Asian diaspora has expanded
the Lunar New Year celebration into an an-
nual worldwide event;

Whereas Lunar New Year is celebrated by
millions of Asian Americans, and by many
non-Asian Americans, in the United States;

Whereas Lunar New Year is celebrated
with community activities and cultural per-
formances;

Whereas participants celebrating Lunar
New Year travel to spend the holiday reunit-
ing with family and friends; and

Whereas Lunar New Year is traditionally a
time to wish others good fortune, health,
prosperity, and happiness: Now, therefore, be
it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) recognizes the cultural and historical
significance of Lunar New Year;

(2) in observance of Lunar New Year, ex-
presses its deepest respect for Asian Ameri-
cans and all individuals throughout the
world who celebrate this significant occa-
sion; and

(3) wishes Asian Americans and all individ-
uals who observe this holiday a happy and
prosperous new year.

———

AMENDMENTS SUBMITTED AND
PROPOSED

SA 3291. Mr. CASSIDY (for himself, Ms.
MURKOWSKI, Mr. WARNER, Mr. ScoTT, Mr.
KAINE, Mr. TILLIS, Mr. SULLIVAN, and Mr.
VITTER) submitted an amendment intended
to be proposed to amendment SA 2953 pro-
posed by Ms. MURKOWSKI to the bill S. 2012,
to provide for the modernization of the en-
ergy policy of the United States, and for
other purposes; which was ordered to lie on
the table.

SA 3292. Mr. REID (for Mrs. SHAHEEN) sub-
mitted an amendment intended to be pro-
posed to amendment SA 2953 proposed by Ms.
MURKOWSKI to the bill S. 2012, supra; which
was ordered to lie on the table.

SA 3293. Mr. PERDUE submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by him
to the bill H.R. 757, to improve the enforce-
ment of sanctions against the Government of
North Korea, and for other purposes; which
was ordered to lie on the table.

SA 3294. Mr. PERDUE submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by him
to the bill H.R. 757, supra; which was ordered
to lie on the table.

——
TEXT OF AMENDMENTS

SA 3291. Mr. CASSIDY (for himself,
Ms. MURKOWSKI, Mr. WARNER, Mr.
ScoTT, Mr. KAINE, Mr. TILLIS, Mr. SUL-
LIVAN, and Mr. VITTER) submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed to
amendment SA 2953 proposed by Ms.
MURKOWSKI to the bill S. 2012, to pro-
vide for the modernization of the en-
ergy policy of the United States, and
for other purposes; which was ordered
to lie on the table; as follows:

At the end of subtitle B of title III, add the
following:

SEC. 3105. OIL AND GAS.

(a) DISPOSITION OF OUTER CONTINENTAL
SHELF REVENUES TO GULF PRODUCING
STATES.—Section 105(f) of the Gulf of Mexico
Energy Security Act of 2006 (43 U.S.C. 1331
note; Public Law 109-432) is amended by
striking paragraph (1) and inserting the fol-
lowing:
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‘(1) IN GENERAL.—Subject to paragraph (2),
the total amount of qualified outer Conti-
nental Shelf revenues described in section
102(9)(A)(ii) that are made available under
subsection (a)(2) shall not exceed—

‘“(A) for each of fiscal years 2017 through
2026, $500,000,000;

‘(B) for each of fiscal years 2027 through
2031, $999,000,000; and

‘(C) for each of fiscal years 2032 through
2055, $500,000,000.".

(b) DISTRIBUTION OF REVENUE TO ALASKA.—
Section 9 of the Outer Continental Shelf
Lands Act (43 U.S.C. 1338) is amended—

(1) by striking ‘‘All rentals,” and inserting
the following:

‘“‘(a) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in
subsections (b) and (c), all rentals,”; and
(2) by adding at the end the following:

“(b) DISTRIBUTION OF REVENUE TO ALAS-
KA.—

‘(1) DEFINITIONS.—In this subsection:

““(A) COASTAL POLITICAL SUBDIVISION.—The
term ‘coastal political subdivision’ means a
county-equivalent or municipal subdivision
of the State—

‘(i) all or part of which lies within the
coastal zone of the State (as defined in sec-
tion 304 of the Coastal Zone Management Act
of 1972 (16 U.S.C. 1453)); and

“(ii)(I) the closest coastal point of which is
not more than 200 nautical miles from the
geographical center of any leased tract in
the Alaska outer Continental Shelf region;
or

‘“(IT)(aa) the closest point of which is more
than 200 nautical miles from the geo-
graphical center of a leased tract in the
Alaska outer Continental Shelf region; and

““(bb) that is determined by the State to be
a significant staging area for oil and gas
servicing, supply vessels, operations, sup-
pliers, or workers.

“(B) QUALIFIED REVENUES.—

‘(i) IN GENERAL.—The term ‘qualified reve-
nues’ means all revenues derived from all
rentals, royalties, bonus bids, and other
sums due and payable to the United States
from energy development in the Alaska
outer Continental Shelf region.

‘“(ii) EXCLUSIONS.—The term ‘qualified rev-
enues’ does not include revenues generated
from leases subject to section 8(g).

‘(C) STATE.—The term ‘State’ means the
State of Alaska.

‘(2) FISCAL YEARS 2027-2031.—For each of fis-
cal years 2027 through 2031, the Secretary
shall deposit—

““(A) 62.5 percent of qualified revenues in
the general fund of the Treasury, of which
12.5 percent shall be allocated to the Tribal
Resilience Fund established by section
3105(e) of the Energy Policy Modernization
Act of 2016;

“(B) 28 percent of qualified revenues in a
special account in the Treasury, to be dis-
tributed by the Secretary to the State;

“(C) 7.5 percent of qualified revenues in a
special account in the Treasury, to be dis-
tributed by the Secretary to coastal political
subdivisions; and

‘(D) 2 percent of qualified revenues in the
general account of the Denali Commission.

“‘(3) ALLOCATION AMONG COASTAL POLITICAL
SUBDIVISIONS.—Of the amount paid by the
Secretary to coastal political subdivisions
under paragraph (2)(C)—

““(A) 90 percent shall be allocated in
amounts (based on a formula established by
the Secretary by regulation) that are in-
versely proportional to the respective dis-
tances between the point in each coastal po-
litical subdivision that is closest to the geo-
graphic center of the applicable leased tract
and not more than 200 miles from the geo-
graphic center of the leased tract; and
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“(B) 10 percent shall be divided equally
among each coastal political subdivision
that—

‘(i) is more than 200 nautical miles from
the geographic center of a leased tract; and

‘“(ii) the State of Alaska determines to be
a significant staging area for oil and gas
servicing, supply vessels, operations, sup-
pliers, or workers.

‘“(4) TIMING.—The amounts required to be
deposited under paragraph (2) for the appli-
cable fiscal year shall be made available in
accordance with that paragraph during the
fiscal year immediately following the appli-
cable fiscal year.

“(5) ADMINISTRATION.—Amounts
available under paragraph (2) shall—

‘“(A) be made available, without further ap-
propriation, in accordance with this sub-
section;

‘“(B) remain available until expended; and

‘“(C) be in addition to any amounts appro-
priated under any other provision of law.”’.

(c) DISPOSITION OF REVENUES TO ATLANTIC
STATES.—Section 9 of the Outer Continental
Shelf Lands Act (43 U.S.C. 1338) (as amended
by subsection (b)) is amended by adding at
the end the following:

““(c) DISTRIBUTION OF REVENUE TO ATLANTIC
STATES.—

‘(1) DEFINITIONS.—In this subsection:

‘““(A) ATLANTIC STATE.—The term ‘Atlantic
State’ means any of the following States,
which are adjacent to the South Atlantic
planning area:

‘(i) Georgia.

‘“(ii) North Carolina.

‘‘(iii) South Carolina.

‘“(iv) Virginia.

“(B) QUALIFIED REVENUES.—

‘(i) IN GENERAL.—The term ‘qualified reve-
nues’ means all revenues derived from all
rentals, royalties, bonus bids, and other
sums due and payable to the United States
from energy development in the Atlantic
planning region.

‘“(ii) EXCLUSIONS.—The term ‘qualified rev-
enues’ does not include revenues generated
from leases subject to section 8(g).

“(C) SOUTH ATLANTIC PLANNING AREA.—The
term ‘South Atlantic planning area’ means
the area of the outer Continental Shelf (as
defined in section 2 of the Outer Continental
Shelf Lands Act (43 U.S.C. 1331)) that is lo-
cated between the northern lateral seaward
administrative boundary of the Common-
wealth of Virginia and the southernmost lat-
eral seaward administrative boundary of the
State of Georgia.

‘“(2) DEPOSIT.—For each of fiscal years 2027
through 2031, the Secretary shall deposit—

‘“(A) 62.5 percent of any qualified revenues
in the general fund of the Treasury, of which
12.5 percent shall be split equally among, and
allocated to, or deposited in, as applicable—

‘(i) programs for energy efficiency, renew-
able energy, and nuclear energy at the De-
partment of Energy;

‘“(ii) the National Park Service Critical
Maintenance and Revitalization Conserva-
tion Fund established by section 104908 of
title 54, United States Code, for use in ac-
cordance with subsection (d) of that section;
and

‘‘(iii) the Secretary of Transportation to
administer and award TIGER discretionary
grants; and

‘(B) 37.5 percent of any qualified revenues
in a special account in the Treasury from
which the Secretary shall disburse amounts
to the Atlantic States in accordance with
paragraph (3).

““(3) ALLOCATION TO STATES.—

‘““(A) IN GENERAL.—Subject to subpara-
graphs (B) and (C), effective for fiscal year
2027 and each fiscal year thereafter, the Sec-
retary of the Treasury shall allocate the
qualified revenues described in paragraph
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(2)(B) to each Atlantic State in amounts
(based on a formula established by the Sec-
retary, by regulation) that are inversely pro-
portional to the respective distances be-
tween—

‘(i) the point on the coastline of each At-
lantic State that is closest to the geo-
graphical center of the applicable leased
tract; and

‘“(ii) the geographical center of that leased
tract.

‘(B) MINIMUM ALLOCATION.—The amount
allocated to an Atlantic State for each fiscal
year under subparagraph (A) shall be not less
than 10 percent of the amounts available
under paragraph (2)(B).

‘(C) STATE ALLOCATION.—Of the amounts
received by a State under subparagraph (A),
the Atlantic State may use, at the discretion
of the Governor of the State—

‘(i) 10 percent—

‘“(I) to enhance State land and water con-
servation efforts;

“(IT) to improve State public transpor-
tation projects;

“(III) to establish alternative, renewable,
and clean energy production and generation
within each State; and

“(IV) to enhance beach nourishment and
costal dredging; and

‘“(ii) 2.5 percent to enhance geological and
geophysical education for the energy future
of the United States.

‘“(4) TIMING.—The amounts required to be
deposited under paragraph (2) for the appli-
cable fiscal year shall be made available in
accordance with that paragraph during the
fiscal year immediately following the appli-
cable fiscal year.”.

(d) TRIBAL RESILIENCE PROGRAM.—

(1) DEFINITION OF INDIAN TRIBE.—In this
subsection, the term ‘‘Indian tribe’’ has the
meaning given the term in section 4 of the
Indian Self-Determination and Education
Assistance Act (256 U.S.C. 450b).

(2) ESTABLISHMENT.—The Secretary shall
establish a program—

(A) to improve the resilience of Indian
tribes to the effects of a changing climate;

(B) to support Native American leaders in
building strong, resilient communities; and

(C) to ensure the development of modern,
cost-effective infrastructure.

(3) GRANTS.—Subject to the availability of
appropriations and amounts in the Tribal
Resilience Fund established by subsection
(e)(1), in carrying out the program described
in paragraph (2), the Secretary shall make
adaptation grants, in amounts not to exceed
$200,000,000 total per fiscal year, to Indian
tribes for eligible activities described in
paragraph (4).

(4) ELIGIBLE ACTIVITIES.—An Indian tribe
receiving a grant under paragraph (3) may
only use grant funds for 1 or more of the fol-
lowing eligible activities:

(A) Development and delivery of adapta-
tion training.

(B) Adaptation planning, vulnerability as-
sessments, emergency preparedness plan-
ning, and monitoring.

(C) Capacity building through travel sup-
port for training, technical sessions, and co-
operative management forums.

(D) Travel support for participation in
ocean and coastal planning.

(E) Development of science-based informa-
tion and tools to enable adaptive resource
management and the ability to plan for resil-
ience.

(F) Relocation of villages or other commu-
nities experiencing or susceptible to coastal
or river erosion.

(G) Construction of infrastructure to sup-
port emergency evacuations.

(H) Restoration or repair of infrastructure
damaged by melting permafrost or coastal or
river erosion.
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(I) Installation and management of energy
systems that reduce energy costs and green-
house gas emissions compared to the energy
systems in use before that installation and
management.

(J) Construction and maintenance of social
or cultural infrastructure that the Secretary
determines supports resilience.

(5) APPLICATIONS.—An Indian tribe desiring
an adaptation grant under paragraph (3)
shall submit to the Secretary an application
at such time, in such manner, and con-
taining such information as the Secretary
may require, including a description of the
eligible activities to be undertaken using the
grant.

(6) CAPITAL PROJECTS.—Of amounts made
available to carry out this program, not less
than 90 percent shall be used for the engi-
neering, design, and construction or imple-
mentation of capital projects.

(7) INTERAGENCY COOPERATION.—The Sec-
retary and the Administrator of the Environ-
mental Protection Agency shall establish
under the White House Council on Native
American Affairs an interagency subgroup
on tribal resilience—

(A) to work with Indian tribes to collect
and share data and information, including
traditional ecological knowledge, about how
the effects of a changing climate are rel-
evant to Indian tribes and Alaska Natives;
and

(B) to identify opportunities for the Fed-
eral Government to improve collaboration
and assist with adaptation and mitigation ef-
forts that promote resilience.

(8) TRIBAL RESILIENCE LIAISON.—The Sec-
retary shall establish a tribal resilience liai-
son—

(A) to coordinate with Indian tribes and
relevant Federal agencies; and

(B) to help ensure tribal engagement in cli-
mate conversations at the Federal level.

(e) TRIBAL RESILIENCE FUND.—

(1) ESTABLISHMENT.—There is established
in the Treasury a fund, to be known as the
“Tribal Resilience Fund” (referred to in this
subsection as the ‘“Fund’’).

(2) DEPOSITS.—The Fund shall consist of
the following:

(A) Amounts made available through an
appropriation Act for deposit in the Fund.

(B) Amounts deposited into the Fund under
subsection (b)(2)(A) of section 9 of the Outer
Continental Shelf Lands Act (43 U.S.C. 1338)
(as added by subsection (b)(2)).

(3) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—In addition to the
amounts estimated by the Secretary to be
deposited in the Fund under paragraph (2),
there are authorized to be appropriated an-
nually to the Fund out of any money in the
Treasury not otherwise appropriated such
amounts as are necessary to make the in-
come of the Fund not more than $200,000,000
for fiscal year 2027 and each fiscal year
thereafter.

(B) AVAILABILITY OF DEPOSITS.—

(i) IN GENERAL.—Amounts deposited in the
Fund under this paragraph shall remain
available until expended, without fiscal year
limitation.

(ii) USE.—Amounts deposited in the Fund
under this paragraph and made available for
obligation or expenditure from the Fund
may be obligated or expended only to carry
out the Tribal Resilience Program under
subsection (d).

(f) EFFECT.—Nothing in this section or an
amendment made by this section opens for
leasing any area on the outer Continental
Shelf that is subject to a moratorium under
section 104 of the Gulf of Mexico Energy Se-
curity Act of 2006 (43 U.S.C. 1331 note; Public
Law 109-432).
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SA 3292. Mr. REID (for Mrs. SHAHEEN)
submitted an amendment intended to
be proposed to amendment SA 2953 pro-
posed by Ms. MURKOWSKI to the bill S.
2012, to provide for the modernization
of the energy policy of the United
States, and for other purposes; which
was ordered to lie on the table; as fol-
lows:

At the end of title II, add the following:
Subtitle F—Heat Efficiency Through Applied
Technology

SEC. 2501. SHORT TITLE.

This subtitle may be cited as the ‘‘Heat Ef-
ficiency through Applied Technology Act’ or
the “HEAT Act”.

SEC. 2502. FINDINGS.

Congress finds that—

(1) combined heat and power technology,
also known as cogeneration, is a technology
that efficiently produces electricity and
thermal energy at the point of use of the
technology;

(2) by combining the provision of both elec-
tricity and thermal energy in a single step,
combined heat and power technology makes
significantly more-efficient use of fuel, as
compared to separate generation of heat and
power, which has significant economic and
environmental advantages;

(3) waste heat to power is a technology
that captures heat discarded by an existing
industrial process and uses that heat to gen-
erate power with no additional fuel and no
incremental emissions, reducing the need for
electricity from other sources and the grid,
and any associated emissions;

(4) waste heat or waste heat to power is
considered renewable energy in 17 States;

(5)(A) a 2012 joint report by the Depart-
ment of Energy and the Environmental Pro-
tection Agency estimated that by achieving
the national goal outlined in Executive
Order 13624 (77 Fed. Reg. 54779) (September 5,
2012) of deploying 40 gigawatts of new com-
bined heat and power technology by 2020, the
United States would increase the total com-
bined heat and power capacity of the United
States by 50 percent in less than a decade;
and

(B) additional efficiency would—

(i) save 1,000,000,000,000,000 BTUs of energy;
and

(ii) reduce emissions by 150,000,000 metric
tons of carbon dioxide annually, a quantity
equivalent to the emissions from more than
25,000,000 cars;

(6) a 2012 report by the Environmental Pro-
tection Agency estimated the amount of
waste heat available at a temperature high
enough for power generation from industrial
and nonindustrial applications represents an
additional 10 gigawatts of electric gener-
ating capacity on a national basis;

(7) distributed energy generation, includ-
ing through combined heat and power tech-
nology and waste heat to power technology,
has ancillary benefits, such as—

(A) removing load from the electricity dis-
tribution grid; and

(B) improving the overall reliability of the
electricity distribution system; and

(8)(A) a number of regulatory barriers im-
pede broad deployment of combined heat and
power technology and waste heat to power
technology; and

(B) a 2008 study by Oak Ridge National
Laboratory identified interconnection
issues, regulated fees and tariffs, and envi-
ronmental permitting as areas that could be
streamlined with respect to the provision of
combined heat and power technology and
waste heat to power technology.

SEC. 2503. UPDATING OUTPUT-BASED EMISSIONS
STANDARDS.
(a) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:
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(1) ADMINISTRATOR.—The term ‘‘Adminis-
trator’” means the Administrator of the En-
vironmental Protection Agency.

(2) COMBINED HEAT AND POWER TECH-
NOLOGY.—The term ‘‘combined heat and
power technology’’ means the generation of
electric energy and heat in a single, inte-
grated system that meets the efficiency cri-
teria in clauses (ii) and (iii) of section
48(c)(3)(A) of the Internal Revenue Code of
1986, under which heat that is conventionally
rejected is recovered and used to meet ther-
mal energy requirements.

(3) OUTPUT-BASED EMISSION STANDARD.—The
term ‘“‘output-based emission standard”
means a standard that relates emissions to
the electrical, thermal, or mechanical pro-
ductive output of a device or process rather
than the heat input of fuel burned or pollut-
ant concentration in the exhaust.

(4) QUALIFIED WASTE HEAT RESOURCE.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—The term ‘‘qualified
waste heat resource’ means—

(i) exhaust heat or flared gas from any in-
dustrial process;

(ii) waste gas or industrial tail gas that
would otherwise be flared, incinerated, or
vented;

(iii) a pressure drop in any gas for an in-
dustrial or commercial process; or

(iv) any other form of waste heat resource
as the Secretary may determine.

(B) EXCLUSION.—The term ‘‘qualified waste
heat resource’” does not include a heat re-
source from a process the primary purpose of
which is the generation of electricity using a
fossil fuel.

(56) STATE.—The term ‘‘State” has the
meaning given that term in section 302 of the
Clean Air Act (42 U.S.C. 7602).

(6) WASTE HEAT TO POWER TECHNOLOGY.—
The term ‘‘waste heat to power technology”’
means a system that generates electricity
through the recovery of a qualified waste
heat resource.

(b) ESTABLISHMENT OF PROGRAM.—The Ad-
ministrator shall establish a program under
which the Administrator shall provide to
each State that elects to participate and
that submits an application under subsection
(c) a grant for use by the State in accordance
with subsection (d).

(c) APPLICATION.—To be eligible to receive
a grant under this section, a State shall sub-
mit to the Administrator an application at
such time, in such manner, and containing
such information as the Administrator may
require.

(d) USE OF FUNDS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—A State shall use a grant
provided under this section—

(A) to update any applicable State or local
air permitting regulations under this sub-
title to incorporate environmental regula-
tions relating to output-based emissions in
accordance with relevant guidelines devel-
oped by the Administrator under paragraph
(2); or

(B) if the State has already updated all ap-
plicable State and local permitting regula-
tions to incorporate those output-based
emissions environmental regulations, to ex-
pedite the processing of relevant power gen-
eration permit applications under this sub-
title.

(2) GUIDELINES.—As soon as practicable
after the date of enactment of this Act, the
Administrator shall publish guidelines for
updating State and local permitting regula-
tions under this subtitle that—

(A) provide credit, in the calculation of the
emission rate of the facility, for any thermal
energy produced by combined heat and power
technology or waste heat to power tech-
nology; and

(B) apply only to generation units that
produce 5 megawatts of electrical energy or
less.
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(e) MAXIMUM AMOUNT.—The amount of a
grant provided under this section shall not
exceed $100,000.

(f) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.—
There is authorized to be appropriated to the
Administrator to carry out this section
$5,000,000.

SEC. 2504. UPDATED INTERCONNECTION PROCE-
DURES AND TARIFF SCHEDULE; SUP-
PLEMENTAL, BACKUP, AND STAND-
BY POWER FEES OR RATES.

Section 205(a) of the Federal Power Act (16
U.S.C. 824d(a)) is amended—

(1) by striking ‘‘(a) All rates’ and inserting
the following:

‘“(a) RATES AND CHARGES.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—AII rates’; and

(2) by adding at the end the following:

‘“(2) ESTABLISHMENT OF CERTAIN GUIDANCE
AND STANDARDS.—

‘“(A) DEFINITIONS.—In this paragraph:

‘(i) NONREGULATED ELECTRIC UTILITY.—The
term ‘nonregulated electric utility’ means
any electric utility other than a State-regu-
lated electric utility.

‘“(ii) STATE REGULATORY AUTHORITY.—The
term ‘State regulatory authority’ means—

‘“(I) any State agency that has ratemaking
authority with respect to the sale of electric
energy by any electric utility (other than
the State agency); and

“(IT) in the case of an electric utility with
respect to which the Tennessee Valley Au-
thority has ratemaking authority, the Ten-
nessee Valley Authority.

‘‘(iii) SECRETARY.—The term
means the Secretary of Energy.

‘“(iv) OTHER TERMS.—The terms ‘combined
heat and power technology’ and ‘waste heat
to power technology’ have the meanings
given those terms in section 2503(a) of the
Heat Efficiency through Applied Technology
Act.

*“(B) GUIDANCE AND STANDARDS.—

‘(i) ESTABLISHMENT.—Not later than 1 year
after the date of enactment of this para-
graph, the Secretary, in consultation with
the Commission and other appropriate agen-
cies, shall establish—

“(I) for generation with nameplate capac-
ity up to 20 megawatts using all fuels—

‘‘(aa) guidance for technical interconnec-
tion standards that ensure interoperability
with existing Federal interconnection rules;

‘““(bb) model interconnection procedures,
including appropriate fast-track procedures;
and

‘“‘(ce) model rules for determining and as-
signing interconnection costs; and

“(IT) model rules and procedures for deter-
mining fees or rates for supplementary
power, backup or standby power, mainte-
nance power, and interruptible power sup-
plied to facilities that operate combined
heat and power technology and waste heat to
power technology that appropriately allow
for adequate cost recovery by an electric
utility but are not excessive.

‘‘(ii) REQUIREMENT.—The standards estab-
lished under clause (i)(I) shall reflect, to the
maximum extent practicable, current best
practices (as demonstrated in model codes
and rules adopted by States) to encourage
the use of distributed generation (such as
combined heat and power technology and
waste heat to power technology) while ensur-
ing the safety and reliability of the inter-
connected units and the distribution and
transmission networks to which the units
connect.

¢(iii) FACTORS FOR CONSIDERATION.—In es-
tablishing model standards, rules, and proce-
dures under clause (i), the Secretary shall
take into consideration—

“(I) for the model standards established
under clause (i)(I), the appropriateness of
using standards or procedures that vary

‘Secretary’
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based on unit size, fuel type, or other rel-
evant characteristics; and

‘“(IT) for the model rules and procedures es-
tablished under clause (i)(II)—

‘‘(aa) the best practices that are used to
model outage assumptions and contingencies
to determine the fees or rates;

‘“(bb) the appropriate duration, magnitude,
or usage of demand charge ratchets;

“(cc) the benefits to the utility and rate-
payers, such as increased reliability, fuel di-
versification, enhanced power quality, and
reduced electric losses from the use of com-
bined heat and power technology and waste
heat to power technology by a qualifying fa-
cility; and

‘“(dd) alternative arrangements to the pur-
chase of supplementary, backup, or standby
power by the owner of combined heat and
power technology and waste heat to power
technology generating units if the alter-
native arrangements do not compromise sys-
tem reliability and are nondiscretionary and
nonpreferential.

¢“(C) DETERMINATION BY STATES AND UTILI-
TIES.—

‘(i) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 90 days
after the date on which the Secretary com-
pletes the standards required under subpara-
graph (B), each State regulatory authority
(with respect to each electric utility for
which it has ratemaking authority) and each
nonregulated electric utility shall—

‘“(IN(aa) take into consideration each
standard established by subparagraph (B);
and

‘“(bb) make a determination concerning
whether it is appropriate to implement that
standard; or

‘“(IT) set a hearing date for consideration
under subclause (I).

‘‘(ii) PROCEDURAL REQUIREMENTS.—

‘(I) CONSIDERATION.—The consideration
under clause (i) shall be made after public
notice and hearing.

‘(II) DETERMINATION.—A determination
under clause (i)(I)(bb) shall be made—

‘‘(aa) in writing;

‘“(bb) based on findings included in the de-
termination and evidence presented at an ap-
plicable hearing; and

‘“(cc) available to the public.

¢‘(iii) DEADLINE FOR COMPLIANCE.—Not later
than 2 years after the date on which the Sec-
retary completes the standards required
under subparagraph (B), each State regu-
latory authority (with respect to each elec-
tric utility for which the authority has rate-
making authority) and each nonregulated
electric utility shall—

‘() complete the consideration under
clause (i);

‘“(IT) make the determination referred to in
clause (i)(I)(bb) with respect to each stand-
ard established under subparagraph (B); and

‘“(III) submit to the Secretary and the
Commission a report describing the updated
plans of the State regulatory authority re-
garding, as applicable—

‘‘(aa) interconnection procedures and tariff
schedules that reflect best practices to en-
courage the use of distributed generation; or

‘“(bb) supplemental, backup, and standby
power fees that reflect best practices to en-
courage the use of distributed generation.

“(iv) EFFECT OF PARAGRAPH.—Nothing in
this paragraph prohibits any State regu-
latory authority or nonregulated electric
utility from making a determination pursu-
ant to this subparagraph that it is not appro-
priate to implement a standard or any other
applicable State law.

(D) IMPLEMENTATION.—

‘(i) IN GENERAL.—The State regulatory au-
thority (with respect to each electric utility
for which the authority has ratemaking au-
thority) or nonregulated electric utility, to
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the extent consistent with otherwise applica-
ble State law, may—

‘(I implement any standard determined
under subparagraph (C) to be appropriate; or

‘“(IT) decline to implement any such stand-
ard.

‘“(ii) DECISION NOT TO IMPLEMENT.—If a
State regulatory authority (with respect to
each electric utility for which the authority
has ratemaking authority) or nonregulated
electric utility declines to implement a
standard pursuant to clause (i)(II), the au-
thority or nonregulated electric utility shall
publish a notice describing the reasons for
that decision.

‘‘(iii) PRIOR STATE ACTIONS.—Clause (ii) and
subparagraph (C)(ii) shall not apply to a
standard established under subparagraph (B)
in the case of any electric utility in a State
if, before the date of enactment of this para-
graph—

“(I) the State has implemented for the
electric utility the standard (or a com-
parable standard);

“(II) the State regulatory authority for the
State, or the relevant nonregulated electric
utility, has conducted a proceeding after De-
cember 31, 2013, to consider implementation
of the standard (or a comparable standard)
for the electric utility; or

“(III) the State legislature has voted on
the implementation of the standard (or a
comparable standard) for the electric util-
ity.”.

SA 3293. Mr. PERDUE submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
him to the bill H.R. 757, to improve the
enforcement of sanctions against the
Government of North Korea, and for
other purposes; which was ordered to
lie on the table; as follows:

At the end of title I, add the following:

SEC. 106. SEMIANNUAL REPORT ON IRAN AND
NORTH KOREA NUCLEAR COOPERA-
TION.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 90 days
after the date of the enactment of this Act,
and every 180 days thereafter, the President,
in coordination with the Secretary of De-
fense, the Secretary of State, and the heads
of other relevant agencies, shall submit to
the appropriate committees of Congress a re-
port on nuclear cooperation between the
Government of Iran and the Government of
the Democratic People’s Republic of North
Korea, including the identity of Iranian and
North Korean persons that have knowingly
engaged in or directed the provision of mate-
rial support or the exchange of information
between the Government of Iran and the
Government of the Democratic People’s Re-
public of North Korea on their respective nu-
clear programs.

(b) FOrRM.—The report required under sub-
section (a) shall be submitted in unclassified
form, but may contain a classified annex.

(¢) APPROPRIATE COMMITTEES OF CONGRESS
DEFINED.—In this section, the term ‘‘appro-
priate committees of Congress’’ means—

(1) the Committee on Foreign Relations,
the Committee on Armed Services, and the
Select Committee on Intelligence of the Sen-
ate; and

(2) the Committee on Foreign Affairs, the
Committee on Armed Services, and the Per-
manent Select Committee on Intelligence of
the House of Representatives.

SA 3294. Mr. PERDUE submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
him to the bill H.R. 757, to improve the
enforcement of sanctions against the
Government of North Korea, and for
other purposes; which was ordered to
lie on the table; as follows:
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At the end of title I, add the following:

SEC. 106. SEMIANNUAL REPORT ON IRAN AND
NORTH KOREA NUCLEAR AND BAL-
LISTIC MISSILE COOPERATION.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 90 days
after the date of the enactment of this Act,
and every 180 days thereafter, the President,
in coordination with the Secretary of De-
fense, the Secretary of State, and the heads
of other relevant agencies, shall submit to
the appropriate committees of Congress a re-
port on nuclear and ballistic missile coopera-
tion between the Government of Iran and the
Government of the Democratic People’s Re-
public of North Korea, including the identity
of Iranian and North Korean persons that
have knowingly engaged in or directed the
provision of material support or the ex-
change of information between the Govern-
ment of Iran and the Government of the
Democratic People’s Republic of North
Korea on their respective nuclear programs.

(b) FORM.—The report required under sub-
section (a) shall be submitted in unclassified
form, but may contain a classified annex.

(c) APPROPRIATE COMMITTEES OF CONGRESS
DEFINED.—In this section, the term ‘‘appro-
priate committees of Congress’” means—

(1) the Committee on Foreign Relations,
the Committee on Armed Services, and the
Select Committee on Intelligence of the Sen-
ate; and

(2) the Committee on Foreign Affairs, the
Committee on Armed Services, and the Per-
manent Select Committee on Intelligence of
the House of Representatives.

———

APPOINTMENT

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
Chair, on behalf of the Vice President,
pursuant to the order of the Senate of
January 24, 1901, appoints the Senator
from Delaware, Mr. COONS, to read
Washington’s Farewell Address on
Monday, February 22, 2016.

————
UNANIMOUS CONSENT AGREE-
MENT—EXECUTIVE CALENDAR

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that on Tues-
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day, February 9, at 2:15 p.m., the Sen-
ate proceed to executive session to con-
sider the following nomination: Cal-
endar No. 464; that the Senate vote
without intervening action or debate
on the nomination; that if confirmed,
the President be immediately notified
of the Senate’s action and the Senate
then resume legislative session.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

————

RECOGNIZING THE CULTURAL AND
HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE OF
LUNAR NEW YEAR

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate proceed to the immediate consider-
ation of S. Res. 366, submitted earlier
today.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the resolution by
title.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

A resolution (S. Res. 366) recognizing the
cultural and historical significance of Lunar
New Year.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolution.

Mr. McCONNELL. I ask unanimous
consent that the resolution be agreed
to, the preamble be agreed to, and the
motions to reconsider be considered
made and laid upon the table with no
intervening action or debate.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The resolution (S. Res.
agreed to.

The preamble was agreed to.

(The resolution, with its preamble, is
printed in today’s RECORD under ‘‘Sub-
mitted Resolutions.”’)

366) was
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ORDERS FOR TUESDAY,
FEBRUARY, 9, 2016

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that when the
Senate completes its business today, it
adjourn until 11 a.m. tomorrow, Tues-
day, February 9; that following the
prayer and pledge, the morning hour be
deemed expired, the Journal of pro-
ceedings be approved to date, and the
time for the two leaders be reserved for
their use later in the day; further, that
following leader remarks, the Senate
be in a period of morning business,
with Senators permitted to speak
therein for up to 10 minutes each; fi-
nally, that the Senate recess from 12:30
p.m. to 2:15 p.m. to allow for the week-
ly conference meetings.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

ADJOURNMENT UNTIL 11 A.M.
TOMORROW

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, if
there is no further business to come be-
fore the Senate, I ask unanimous con-
sent that it stand adjourned under the
previous order.

There being no objection, the Senate,
at 6:40 p.m., adjourned until Tuesday,
February 9, 2016, at 11 a.m.

———

CONFIRMATION

Executive nomination confirmed by
the Senate February 08, 2016:

THE JUDICIARY

REBECCA GOODGAME EBINGER, OF IOWA, TO BE
UNITED STATES DISTRICT JUDGE FOR THE SOUTHERN
DISTRICT OF IOWA.
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HONORING MARINE SERGEANT
ADAM C. SCHOELLER

HON. LOU BARLETTA

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, February 8, 2016

Mr. BARLETTA. Mr. Speaker, it is with a
heavy heart that | honor my constituent, Ma-
rine Sergeant Adam C. Schoeller of Boiling
Springs, and to express my deepest condo-
lences to his family and friends.

On January 14, 2016, Sgt. Schoeller and 11
of his fellow patriots went missing off of the
coast of Oahu during a late night training ses-
sion when the two CH-53E Super Stallion hel-
icopters they were travelling in crashed. These
honorable Marines tragically lost their lives
while in the line of duty, and the American
people are forever grateful for the service they
provided to their country.

Sgt. Schoeller graduated from Boiling
Springs High School in 2008 and enlisted to
serve his country with the United States Ma-
rine Corps immediately afterward. Deployed
during Operation Enduring Freedom, Sgt.
Schoeller's leadership and bravery distinguish
his outstanding service to our nation, as evi-
denced by the over 200 people who attended
a vigil in his honor held at the Boiling Springs
Clock tower and Veterans Memorial. Sgt.
Schoeller received various honors such as the
Air Medal, National Defense Service Medal,
and the Global War on Terrorism Service
Medal—decorations which are indicative of his
dedication to our country.

Sgt. Schoeller is survived by his wife,
Samantha Wickel-Schoeller, whom he recently
married on July 4, 2015. Samantha, his father
Ralph, his mother Laurie, sister Shannon, and
brother Collin were all able to travel to Hawaii
through the Semper Fi Fund following this ter-
rible tragedy.

Mr. Speaker, please join me in honoring the
life and service of Sgt. Adam C. Schoeller, for
his selfless heroism and dedication to his fam-
ily, community, and country.

———

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. GENE GREEN

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, February 8, 2016

Mr. GENE GREEN of Texas. Mr. Speaker,
| rise today to state that | was unable to vote
on Thursday, February 4, 2016 due to district
events our office is hosting in Houston and
Harris County, Texas.

If | had been able to vote, | would have
voted as follows:

On the Democratic Motion to Recommit
H.R. 766, | would have voted “Yea.”

On final passage of H.R. 766, the Financial
Institution Customer Protection Act, | would
have voted “No.”

RECOGNIZING THE LUNAR NEW
YEAR

HON. SHEILA JACKSON LEE

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, February 8, 2016

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize the Lunar New Year and to
applaud the significant contributions made by
Chinese Americans to American life and cul-
ture.

Today, February 8, marks the first day of
the “Year of the Monkey.”

The Lunar New Year, or “Nian,” is a tradi-
tion that has been celebrated for more than a
thousand years by the Chinese and other per-
sons of Asian ancestry.

The Lunar New Year is cause for celebra-
tion in communities all across our country but
might | say that no city does it better than my
home city of Houston, which will be hosting
the Annual Lunar New Year Houston Celebra-
tion this coming weekend.

Celebrants will be treated to a variety of fes-
tivities, including parades, festivals, art exhib-
its, and musical performances.

Mr. Speaker, Americans of Asian Pacific an-
cestry have positively influenced our country
through their strong commitment to family,
faith, hard work, and service.

They have enhanced and shaped our na-
tional character with centuries-old traditions
that reflect the multiethnic and multicultural
customs of their communities.

Asian Americans have enriched our culture
and economy and made significant contribu-
tions in every area of American life from the
arts and humanities, to the natural and social
sciences, to business and the economy, in
government, sports, the military, and tech-
nology and innovation.

Notable Chinese Americans who have dis-
tinguished themselves in the field of the arts
and humanities include the two-time Academy
Award winning cinematographer, James Wong
Howe; Ang Lee, the Academy Award winning
director; Maya Lin, the architect who designed
the iconic Vietnam Veterans Memorial; I. M.
Pei, the famous architect and designer of the
Louvre Pyramid; Amy Tan, the best-selling au-
thor of The Joy Luck Club; Yo-Yo Ma, the
world-renowned cellist; and the legendary
Bruce Lee, who revolutionized the martial arts
film genre.

In the field of business, American life has
been enriched by the contributions of Steve
Chen, the co-founder of YouTube; Jen-Hsun
Huang, the co-founder and CEO of NVIDIA,
the computer graphics card company; Min H.
Kao, co-founder of Garmin, the GPS software
giant; William Wang, the founder and CEO of
Vizio; and Jerry Yang, cofounder of Yahoo.

Mr. Speaker, Connie Chung made history
as the first Chinese American woman to co-
anchor a major network’s national news
broadcast, as did Norman Bay, the first Chi-
nese American United States Attorney; and
Thomas Tang, the first Chinese American fed-
eral judge.

i

Many contemporary Chinese Americans
have risen to occupy some of the most impor-
tant positions in the nation, including my col-
leagues, JuDY CHU and GRACE MENG, the first
and second Chinese-American woman elected
to the U.S. House of Representatives; Dr. Ste-
ven Chum, Nobel laureate in Physics and
United States Secretary of Energy from 2009-
2013; Hiram L. Fong, the first U.S. Senator of
Chinese ancestry; Ed Lee, the Mayor of San
Francisco; and Gary Locke, former Secretary
of Commerce, Ambassador to China, and only
Chinese American ever to serve as a Gov-
ernor.

Mr. Speaker, Kurt Lee was the first Asian
American Marine Corps officer and he was fol-
lowed by John Liu Fugh, the first Chinese
American officer to be promoted to the rank of
Major General in the United States Army and
Coral Wong Pietsch, the first female Chinese
American Army General; and it is a source of
great pride that the Congressional Medal of
Honor was awarded to Francis Wai, so far the
only Chinese American to have been so hon-
ored.

In the fields of science, engineering, and
medicine, Chinese Americans have made sig-
nificant contributions that have fundamentally
changed the way we live and work, including
those of Min Chueh Chang, the co-inventor of
the first birth control pill; Charles Kao, the
2009 Nobel laureate in Physics who pioneered
the development and use of fiber optics in
telecommunications; Yuan-Cheng Fung, the
founder of modern biomechanics; and NASA
astronauts Leroy Chiao and Edward Lu.

Mr. Speaker, according to most recent data
reported by the Census Bureau, there are
more than 423,609 businesses owned by Chi-
nese Americans generating $142.8 billion in
economic output towards the U.S. economy,
along with creating over 780,000 jobs.

As the Member of Congress from the 18th
Congressional District of Texas, | am honored
to represent a district rich in cultural and eth-
nic diversity and with a vibrant Chinese-Amer-
ican community.

Mr. Speaker, there are more than four mil-
lion Chinese-Americans in the United States
and Texas is home to more than 167,000 of
them; of this latter number, approximately 25
percent, or 43,940, Chinese-Americans live in
Harris County, making it the tenth largest com-
munity of persons of Chinese heritage in the
nation.

Mr. Speaker, Chinese-Americans have
made much progress in the United States
since May 10, 1860, the date the first trans-
continental railroad was completed.

That massive construction project trans-
formed our country for the better and could
not have been completed had it not been for
the labor of Chinese immigrants.

Despite the enormous progress made chal-
lenges still remain for persons of Chinese an-
cestry, particularly the nation’s antiquated im-
migration system which needs to be reformed
to make it fairer and more humane.

Celebrating the Lunar New Year helps us to
remember how much our country has bene-
fitted from the energy, creativity, and service
of Chinese Americans.

® This “bullet” symbol identifies statements or insertions which are not spoken by a Member of the Senate on the floor.

Matter set in this typeface indicates words inserted or appended, rather than spoken, by a Member of the House on the floor.
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| encourage all Americans to take part in ac-
tivities marking this important occasion.
———

HONORING CARLETON ZEISZ UPON
THE OCCASION OF HIS RETIRE-
MENT FROM PUBLIC SERVICE

HON. BRIAN HIGGINS

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, February 8, 2016

Mr. HIGGINS. Mr. Speaker, today | rise to
recognize Carleton Zeisz as he is honored by
the City of Tonawanda Democratic Committee
upon his retirement from public service. Carl’'s
career spans an impressive twenty-four years
of service.

Carl began his tenure with the City of Tona-
wanda as an Alderman in 1992 and 1993. He
became the Common Council President in
1994, and held the post for twenty-two years,
until 2015. In 2009, Carl earned the Out-
standing Public Service Award from the Con-
servative Party.

Many major projects in the City of Tona-
wanda have benefited from Carl’s efforts as
he worked throughout the years together with
the Mayor and Common Council. His efforts
include the development of Gateway Park, the
Niawanda Park Pavilion, the implementation of
Central Dispatch, the development of Kibler
High, closing the Tonawanda Landfill, the Ni-
agara Street and Young Street development,
and a multitude of other infrastructure projects.
Carl’s greatest asset was his ability to get
many to work together for the good of Tona-
wanda.

In addition to his career in public service,
Carl has worked in General Cinema theaters
for twenty-four years at eight different loca-
tions, with twenty-one years in the position of
General Manager. In 1989, he was recognized
as General Manager of the Northeast for Gen-
eral Cinema. For the past eleven years, Carl
has worked at Maple Ridge 8. In 2015, Carl
was recognized as Runner-up General Man-
ager of the year, chosen from managers out of
341 AMC Theatres.

| ask my colleagues to join me in honoring
Carl for his years of service to the City of
Tonawanda and wishing him the best in his
retirement from service.

—

RECOGNIZING THE HOLY ROSARY
PARISH OF HAZLETON, PA ON
ITS 100TH ANNIVERSARY

HON. LOU BARLETTA

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, February 8, 2016

Mr. BARLETTA. Mr. Speaker, it is my honor
to draw attention to a great, iconic Catholic
church located in my district, one that was
vital in my upbringing as a young man. My
own Holy Rosary Parish in Hazleton, Pennsyl-
vania is celebrating its 100th anniversary, and
it remains a historic landmark within my con-
gressional district, providing generations of
people with a place to come together and wor-
ship.

Lpike many Catholics in the Hazleton area, |
have many fond memories of events centered

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of Remarks

in and around Holy Rosary. My grandfather
was one of the parish founders, and |, myself,
took my First Holy Communion there and was
confirmed in the church. | am a third-genera-
tion member of Holy Rosary, my children are
fourth-generation, and my grandchildren are
fifth-generation. My personal experiences mir-
ror those of countless others from our area, as
we share the overall culture the church pro-
vides for the citizens of Pennsylvania’s 11th

Congressional District and beyond.

Founded in April of 1916 as a mission
church of Our Lady of Mount Carmel, the
church was originally established to serve the
Italian immigrants of Hazleton’s south side.
Since then, the church has continually en-
gaged with the community at large and is re-
garded as one of the most welcoming organi-
zations in the region. To celebrate the
church’s 100th Anniversary, the congregation
has embraced a theme of remembering the
past, celebrating the present, and preserving
the future.

Actively involved in the community, the Holy
Rosary Parish of Hazleton hosts an annual
Mass in honor of the Hazleton Fire Depart-
ment, which includes a September 11th me-
morial service. The church property includes a
9-11 Memorial and actual steel from the
World Trade Center in commemoration of the
brave men and women who responded to that
day’s tragic events. The congregation also
routinely engages with their homebound pa-
rishioners—whether it is a priest providing
Holy Communion, or a youth group member
bringing a poinsettia at Christmas time. With
an eye to the future, the church is also imple-
menting a collaborative outreach effort with
the purpose of providing evening meals and
nightly shelter to the community’s homeless
po&ulation during the winter months.

r. Speaker, it is my pleasure to honor the
Holy Rosary Parish of Hazleton, Pennsylvania
as it celebrates its 100th anniversary, and |
commend its congregation, both past and
present, for their tireless efforts to preserve its
longstanding legacy.

—

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. BILL HUIZENGA

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Monday, February 8, 2016

Mr. HUIZENGA of Michigan. Mr. Speaker, |
rise today regarding missed votes on Thurs-
day, February 4, 2016 due to an important
family matter. Had | been present for roll call
vote number 62, the Democrat Motion to Re-
commit H.R. 766, | would have voted “nay.”
Had | been present for roll call vote number
63, H.R. 766, the Financial Institution Cus-
tomer Protection Act of 2015, | would have
voted “yea.”

PATRICIA SPENCER
HON. KATHY CASTOR

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, February 8, 2016

Ms. CASTOR of Florida. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and to honor the life of an
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extraordinary leader and passionate advocate
for freedom and justice, Ms. Patricia Spencer.

Growing up in Montgomery, Alabama in the
1930s, Patricia Spencer followed in her moth-
er and grandmother’s footsteps, becoming a
member of the NAACP at the age of seven, a
group of which she was still a member 72
years later. At the age of nineteen, while serv-
ing as secretary of the local NAACP branch,
Ms. Spencer received the news that her men-
tor on the NAACP Youth Council, Rosa Parks,
was arrested while riding the Montgomery bus.
Ms. Spencer immediately started churning out
fliers urging others to boycott the bus. During
this time Ms. Spencer also babysat Yolanda
King, the first eldest child of Martin Luther
King, Jr.

Ms. Spencer attended Alabama State Uni-
versity and then moved to Orlando, FL to take
a position as an operator with Southern Bell,
the first African American to hold this position.
From there she moved to Detroit and served
13 years on the local school board. In recogni-
tion of her service to the Detroit area, the Mar-
tin Luther King, Jr. High School Auditorium
and the swimming facility at Charles Kettering
High School bear her name. In the mid 1990s
she moved to Tampa, FL. Once settled in she
immediately started to volunteer with the
Hillsborough NAACP branch, where she used
her vast knowledge of the organization’s rules
to mentor members and secure funding for the
branch. She served as Membership Chair and
Area Director for the NAACP’s state con-
ference as well as Secretary of the
Hillsborough County branch. She will forever
be remembered for her constant efforts to
boost NAACP membership.

As a notable NAACPer, Ms. Spencer also
co-chaired the Afro-Academic, Cultural,
Technologic and Scientific Olympics. This pro-
gram recruits high school students to compete
in science and visual arts competitions.
Though she gave countless hours to the orga-
nization as a volunteer, she still had time to
serve others. She was affiliated with other
local organizations as well. At WUSF Radio
Reading Service, she was a reader for the vis-
ually impaired listeners tuned in to the station.
She was a Board Member of Osher Lifelong
Learning Institute (OLLI-USF), a non-degree-
seeking program at the University of South
Florida and she also served on the Board of
the Early Learning Coalition. The American
Red Cross was one of her favorite charities
and she was the Vice President of Sisters
Network, Inc., Tampa Chapter. She also was
Chair of the Hillsborough County Public
Schools—School Choice Committee.

In 2007, Governor Charlie Crist appointed
her as a member of the Hillsborough County
Civil Service Board.

Ms. Spencer will be forever remembered as
a leader in the Tampa Bay community for her
unequivocal support of justice and fairness.
On December 14th, 2015, she passed away
two days following her 79th birthday. Mr.
Speaker, | join the Tampa Bay community in
honoring Ms. Patricia Spencer for her lifelong
commitment to service.
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COMMEMORATING THE LIFE OF
SEN. HARRIET SPANEL

HON. SUZAN K. DelBENE

OF WASHINGTON
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, February 8, 2016

Ms. DELBENE. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
pay tribute to Ms. Harriet Spanel, who recently
passed away at the age of 77.

Harriet served in the Washington State Leg-
islature for more than two decades, rep-
resenting Northwest Washington with im-
mense dedication and conviction.

Harriet had an intense passion for making
her community a better place. She served on
many local boards and committees, and took
a hands on approach to what she saw as her
civic responsibility.

So it was no surprise that when Harriet de-
cided to run for office and was elected to the
state House, and then the Senate, she jumped
in head first without hesitation.

Throughout her political career, Harriet was
a strong proponent for her constituents, stick-
ing up for the local fishing economy and for
the preservation of some of our state’s most
beautiful lands

She was a constant advocate for her com-
munity, always fighting for what she believed
would make a positive difference, however
large or small.

My heart goes out to all her family and
friends. Harriet will be greatly missed by the
countless lives she touched, but her presence
through the work she accomplished will con-
tinue to resonate in Whatcom, San Juan and
Skagit counties as well as throughout our
state for years to come.

RECOGNIZING LEHIGH CARBON
COMMUNITY COLLEGE FOR ITS
50TH ANNIVERSARY

HON. LOU BARLETTA

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, February 8, 2016

Mr. BARLETTA. Mr. Speaker, it is my honor
to help commemorate the 50th anniversary of
the establishment of Lehigh Carbon Commu-
nity College. With humble roots in
Schnecksville, Pennsylvania, the school was
founded in 1966 and has expanded to include
three modern satellite campuses serving more
than 7,500 students in the Lehigh, Carbon,
Schuylkill, and surrounding counties.

As a student-centered learning institution,
Lehigh Carbon Community College exempli-
fies values that permeate all aspects of the
higher education experience. Through prac-
tical access to real-world skills, classroom di-
versity that embodies the human experience,
and quality teacher-student contact, Lehigh
Carbon Community College offers students
the tools they will need to meet the world’s
most daunting challenges.

In January 2005, Lehigh Carbon Community
College received a 21st Century Learning
Center Grant from the Pennsylvania Depart-
ment of Education for the implementation of
the Schools and Homes in Education (SHINE)
after school program. This program was de-
signed to address the before and after-school
programs available to students in the commu-
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nity. The first full year proved to be a suc-
cess—86 percent of classroom teachers in-
volved noted significant improvement in home-
work assignments, and kindergarten children
improved an average of 32 percent in letter
recognition, number recognition, and sound
association.

In the spring of 2006, Lehigh Carbon Com-
munity College received notice that the pro-
gram would receive additional funding for ex-
pansion into Mahanoy Area and Shenandoah
Valley School Districts. This new program was
to focus on kindergarten through 5th grade,
and has continued to show the value that
after-school programs provide when coupled
with exceptional leadership and resources.

Mr. Speaker, it is my pleasure to recognize
Lehigh Carbon Community College as it cele-
brates its 50th anniversary. On behalf of a
grateful community, | wish to thank the college
and its members for their tireless service to
the community and unwavering commitment to
accessible education.

————————

HONORING THE LIFE AND LEGACY
OF MRS. JULIA AARON HUMBLES

HON. CEDRIC L. RICHMOND

OF LOUISIANA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, February 8, 2016

Mr. RICHMOND. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to honor the life of Julia Aaron Humbles, a
New Orleans native and a lifelong civil rights
activist. Mrs. Humbles passed away on Janu-
ary 26, 2016, at the age of 72.

In the 1960’s, Mrs. Humbles was among a
group of young activists from New Orleans
that organized sit-ins, and challenged unjust
laws on buses traveling across the Deep
South. Mrs. Humbles and her companions
were arrested more than 30 times for their civil
rights work.

In 1961, Mrs. Humbles received national at-
tention because of a photo of her and fellow
activist David Dennis sitting on the front seat
of a bus next to a soldier armed with a rifle
and bayonet. Soldiers had been ordered to
protect the Freedom Riders as they rode
across the Deep South, determined to deseg-
regate bus stations.

By the age of 18, Mrs. Humbles was al-
ready very active in the New Orleans chapter
of the Congress of Racial Equality (CORE)
and was selected to be on the first Freedom
Ride bus.

Two New Orleanians, Mrs. Humbles and Je-
rome Smith, were selected for the first Free-
dom Ride bus, which ultimately was
firebombed outside Anniston, Alabama. Fortu-
nately, the two were not on that bus; they
were in Orleans Parish Prison for picketing
outside the segregated Woolworth stores on
Canal Street.

Mrs. Humbles graduated from the Charity
Hospital School of Surgical Technology in
New Orleans and worked as a surgical techni-
cian for 30 years. In 1988, after the death of
her husband, Joseph Lee Humbles Sr., she
moved to Atlanta for a job at Northside Hos-
pital.

Mrs. Humbles’ legacy will forever be a part
of the city and her dedication to justice em-
bodies the spirit of New Orleans. Stories like
hers will inspire generations of Americans to
fight for their dreams. She will be sorely

E127

missed by her family, her friends, and all
those who are able to pursue their dreams be-
cause of her courage.

Mr. Speaker, as a beneficiary of Mrs. Hum-
bles courage, commitment and sacrifice, | cel-
ebrate her life and legacy, because she has
made America a more perfect union. With
that, | yield back the balance of my time.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. SUSAN W. BROOKS

OF INDIANA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, February 8, 2016

Mrs. BROOKS of Indiana. Mr. Speaker, |
was unavoidably detained and missed the fol-
lowing votes. Had | been present, | would
have voted:

“Yea” on roll call number 46, regarding H.R.
2187—"Fair Investment Opportunities for Pro-
fessional Experts.”

“Yea” on roll call number 47 regarding H.R.
4168—"Small Business Capital Formation En-
hancement Act.”

“Yea” on roll call number 48, the previous
question for H. Res. 594.

“Yea” on roll call number 49 regarding H.
Res. 594—"“Providing for consideration of the
bill (H.R. 3700) to provide housing opportuni-
ties in the United States through moderniza-
tion of various housing programs, and for
other purposes.”

———

TRIBUTE TO RUTH BERMAN AND
CONSTANCE KURTZ

HON. PATRICK MURPHY

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, February 8, 2016

Mr. MURPHY of Florida. Mr. Speaker, |
along with Representatives TED DEUTCH and
LoIs FRANKEL rise to recognize Ruth Berman
and Constance Kurtz on the occasion of re-
ceiving the SAGE Pioneer award this Satur-
day, February 6, 2016.

Ruth Berman and Constance Kurtz, affec-
tionately known to all as Ruthie and Connie,
are fierce, unyielding advocates and activists
who have changed hearts and minds on LGBT
rights, marriage equality, and women’s rights.
Since falling in love and coming out in the
1970s, Ruthie and Connie have risen to na-
tional prominence, successfully winning do-
mestic partner benefits for City of New York
employees in 1988. Additionally, through tele-
vision appearances on The Phil Donohue
Show, interviews with Geraldo Rivera and Bill
Boggs, and their 2002 documentary “Connie
and Ruthie: Every Room in the House,” they
have connected with individuals worldwide and
shown the personal impact of changing social
climates.

That commitment to the personal impact of
love and acceptance continues through their
work as certified counselors. In that capacity,
they founded The Answer is Loving Coun-
seling Center, where they have served for
over twenty years. Additionally, they founded
branches of Parents, Friends and Family of
Lesbians and Gays (PFLAG) in Florida and
New York. In 2000, they began serving as co-
chairs of the New York State National Organi-
zation for Women (NOW) Lesbian Rights Task
Force.
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| was privileged to introduce a bill this ses-
sion with my colleagues SUZANNE BONAMICI
and TED DEUTCH to expand the Older Ameri-
cans Act (OAA) to improve services available
for older LGBT adults. This legislation recog-
nizes LGBT seniors as a vulnerable popu-
lation, which will open the door for improved
health and longterm care services for elders in
the LGBT community.

I, along with Representatives DEUTCH and
FRANKEL, have known Ruthie and Connie for
many years. They are my constituents and my
inspiration for the bill. For decades, their advo-
cacy and leadership in the LGBT community
has not wavered as they have aged, but the
services available to them and other aging
LGBT adults are profoundly unequal to those
of other American populations. Their living
message inspired the Ruthie and Connie
LGBT Elder Americans Act of 2015 (H.R.
3793).

For these reasons and more, it is with great
please that we join SAGE (Services & Advo-
cacy for Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual, &
Transgender Elders) to recognize Ruthie and
Connie for their lifetime of love and service.

———

LOUISIANA MUNICIPAL
ASSOCIATION

HON. GARRET GRAVES

OF LOUISIANA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, February 8, 2016

Mr. GRAVES of Louisiana. Mr. Speaker, it is
with great pleasure that | rise to commemorate
the 90th anniversary of the Louisiana Munic-
ipal Association.

Since January 28, 1926, the LMA has rep-
resented over 305 villages, towns, cities, and
parishes across the state of Louisiana.

The three-fold mission of the LMA has been
one of education, advocacy and service and
includes advocacy at the national level.

At the state level, they work to fight blight,
promote the work of law enforcement and
public safety efforts, and encourage economic
growth.

The LMA exemplifies the cooperation nec-
essary to move our state forward. I'd like to
recognize the accomplishments of the LMA
over the last 90 years and thank them for their
ongoing efforts.

————

HONORING NEW ORLEANS’ FIRST
AFRICAN AMERICAN FIREFIGHTER

HON. CEDRIC L. RICHMOND

OF LOUISIANA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, February 8, 2016

Mr. RICHMOND. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to recognize the 50th year since the City of
New Orleans hired its first African American
Firefighter.

George Mondy was the first African Amer-
ican to join the paid department as a profes-
sional firefighter with the New Orleans Fire
Department. Firefighter Mondy opened the
doors to professional firefighting in February
1965. As he worked diligently to overcome ra-
cial barriers of the times, his persistence and
perseverance paid off. Firefighter Mondy was
promoted to Fire Apparatus Operator to drive
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and operate the fire trucks. He retired in 1991,
after 26 years with the department. Shortly
after his retirement, Operator Mondy applied
and was rehired as a fire supply technician.
Firefighter Mondy was a trailblazer on whose
shoulders many firefighters stand today. | be-
lieve it was his can do attitude and manifesta-
tion of competence that let the department
know it was depriving itself and the City of
New Orleans by not hiring African Americans.
The late George Mondy’s name has been writ-
ten in the history of the New Orleans Fire De-
partment. Today, | submit Firefighter Mondy’s
name to be written in the U.S. CONGRESSIONAL
RECORD.

Mr. Speaker, as a beneficiary of the cour-
age, commitment and sacrifice of Firefighter
Mondy, | celebrate his life and legacy, be-
cause he helped make America a more per-
fect union. With that, | yield back the balance
of my time.

———

REMEMBERING PHIL NEIGHBORS,
COMMUNITY SERVANT

HON. K. MICHAEL CONAWAY

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday February 8, 2016

Mr. CONAWAY. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor the life and service of Phil Neighbors.
Phil was a pillar in the San Angelo community,
and | had the pleasure of working with him fre-
quently over the last decade. Phil dedicated
his life to three things: to God, his family, and
his community.

He and his wife, Susan, had two children to-
gether, and four grandchildren. It wasn't un-
common for Phil to run straight to a city event
from his grandsons’ ball games—he seemed
to make time for everyone while placing the
truly important things in life first.

Phil was deeply ingrained in Angelo. A grad-
uate of Angelo State University, he led the
San Angelo Chamber of Commerce for the
last 10 years. In this role, he strengthened the
community and helped Angelo become a bet-
ter place to live and raise a family. He dedi-
cated his life to this calling, taking on many
duties, none of which were too small or large,
for the betterment of the community.

One example was the bridge he helped
build between the Goodfellow Air Force Base
and the Angelo community. He established a
strong and lasting bond for the betterment of
both. He embraced our service-members, and
was always willing to support them and our
military in any way that he could.

As a deacon in the Baptist church, Phil led
the church’s college program and many mis-
sion trips to Mexico. He was a selfless serv-
ant, a trait that extended beyond the city,
state, and country’s borders. Everyone felt and
knew Phil's warmness and thoughtfulness of
others. His guidance and quiet diligence was
reassuring to those around him and helped
shape a community that is exemplary in Texas
and the nation. Phil had no small part in cre-
ating such a community.

We lost Phil far too soon, just days after his
64th birthday. His loss will be felt across the
community and state, and his service will not
be forgotten. Please join me in remembering
and celebrating the extraordinary life of our
friend Phil Neighbors.
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RECOGNIZING THE OUTSTANDING
SERVICE TO THE COMMUNITY OF
TACOMA OF DR. DUNG XUAN
NGUYEN

HON. DEREK KILMER

OF WASHINGTON
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, February 8, 2016

Mr. KILMER. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize Dr. Dung Xuan Nguyen of Tacoma,
WA. Dr. Nguyen has served his community
with dedication and compassion through his
medical practice and his outreach and support
to local immigrant families.

Dr. Nguyen has practiced in the Lincoln Dis-
trict of Tacoma for forty years, offering medical
service and strong advocacy for the uninsured
and homeless in Tacoma’s Vietnamese-Amer-
ican community.

Mr. Speaker, for the past seven years, Dr.
Nguyen has served as the President of the Vi-
etnamese-American Community of Tacoma-
Pierce County, which provides information and
advocacy to the Vietnamese-American com-
munity in the Tacoma region.

Dr. Nguyen’s office is often a clearinghouse
for ride-share services, community outreach
and gatherings, and other essential services
for new residents of the neighborhood.

Mr. Speaker, Dr. Nguyen has even dedi-
cated his time to help create public art to me-
morialize the fallen soldiers of the Vietnam
War—both U.S. and South Vietnamese serv-
icemen. He designed and donated a black
monolith memorial to the Vietnamese Cultural
Center in Seattle in 2012 with the inscription
“The Nation Will Always Remember Those
Who Sacrificed.”

Dr. Nguyen has shown dedication to com-
munity and advocacy for those who need it.
He has lived up to the values of our nation,
welcoming immigrants to his community and
honoring his adopted home through his work
in the Tacoma community.

Mr. Speaker, I'm proud to express my grati-
tude for Dr. Dung Xuan Nguyen’s inspirational
medical care and volunteerism to the lives of
Tacoma’s citizens and their families today in
the United States Congress.

HONORING THE REVEREND DR.
NOAH SPENCER SMITH

HON. KEITH ELLISON

OF MINNESOTA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, February 8, 2016

Mr. ELLISON. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in
honor of Reverend Dr. Noah Spencer Smith
and to recognize his decades of service to the
citizens of Minneapolis.

Born in Marion, Indiana in 1908, Reverend
Dr. Smith’'s parents enriched his childhood
through music, art, and a lasting devotion to
the African Methodist Episcopal church. After
graduating high school in 1927, Reverend Dr.
Smith’s love of music led him to drum in a
jazz band, touring and composing songs for
many years. He later took a job as a railroad
dining car waiter to support his family.

Eventually settling in Minneapolis and join-
ing St. Peter's AME Church, Reverend Dr.
Smith was active in choir, Sunday school, and
the Order of Service before answering his
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deeper calling to enter the ministry. In 1960,
Reverend Dr. Smith was ordained as an
ltinerant Elder in the African Methodist Epis-
copal Church, receiving a pastorate at St.
Mark’s Church in Duluth, MN. He returned to
Minneapolis in 1988 to serve the congregation
of St. James’ Church, the oldest black con-
gregation in Minnesota, until reaching the
mandatory retirement age of 90.

Reverend Dr. Smith was among the oldest
graduates from three separate Minnesota col-
leges. He earned an Associate of Arts degree
from Minneapolis Community College at age
74, a Bachelor of Arts in Religious Studies
from Macalester College at age 78, and a
Master of Divinity degree from United Theo-
logical Seminary at the age of 81. An excep-
tional student, Reverend Dr. Smith received
the Sidney Barrow Award in Religion during
his time at Macalester, and in 2013 was be-
stowed an honorary Doctorate of Ministry from
United Theological Seminary at 105 years old.

Reverend Dr. Smith was widely admired
and respected both in the Minneapolis com-
munity and in the African Methodist Episcopal
Church worldwide. After his retirement from
St. James’ at 90, he tirelessly worked for 16
more years as a member of the Wayman
Church ministerial staff where he continued to
preach, helped found the Wayman Church
Bible Institute, taught Bible studies, and
mentored many members of the clergy. Rev-
erend Dr. Smith’s final ministerial act was
September 6, 2015, giving a scripture lesson
during service at Lily of The Valley Church in
Apple Valley, Minnesota. Lily of the Valley Af-
rican Methodist Episcopal Church is a church
that he not only helped found, but was also
the first AME church to open in Minnesota in
nearly 80 years.

Reverend Dr. Noah Spencer Smith passed
away on September 24, 2015 at the age of
107. At the time of his death, Reverend Dr.
Smith was the oldest active minister in the
United States. His memory stands as an ex-
ample for all in Minneapolis never to cease
your calling. Through a deep dedication to his
faith, he fostered a community that will blos-
som for years to come.

————

2015 PERSON OF THE YEAR: LISA
KRUSE

HON. RICHARD M. NOLAN

OF MINNESOTA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, February 8, 2016

Mr. NOLAN. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize Lisa Kruse of McGregor, Minnesota
for being named 2015 Person of the Year by
the Aitkin Age for her outstanding service to
her community.

As Director of Community Education Lisa
works tirelessly to promote wellness to all peo-
ple in her community. She has brought activi-
ties to McGregor for all ages, from indoor re-
cess equipment, to an ice rink at the High
School, and to fitness classes for seniors.

The programs Lisa helps bring to her com-
munity go beyond physical health. Recently
she attended training to educate others in her
community on the impacts of Adverse Child-
hood Experiences. She obtained grants to
make McGregor schools a Reading Corps site
where additional reading help is available for
struggling students to promote literacy to early
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readers in kindergarten through third grade.
Her assistance to McGregor’s Early Childhood
program helped it earn Parent Aware’s highest
rating of four stars.

In addition to all she does to promote edu-
cation and wellness Lisa was instrumental in
bringing the Governor’s fishing opener to Ait-
kin County for the first time ever. After four
years of hard work by Lisa the 2016 Gov-
ernor's Fishing Opener will be held at Big
Sandy Lake nearby her hometown. She is a
great example of what it means to be an ac-
tive citizen.

Once again | would like to thank Lisa Kruse
for all she does for her hometown of
McGregor, Minnesota.

DELANO STEWART

HON. KATHY CASTOR

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, February 8, 2016

Ms. CASTOR of Florida. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to honor the life of an extraordinary
leader and pillar of the Tampa Bay legal com-
munity, Mr. Delano Stewart.

Delano Stewart retired in July 2015 after an
illustrious 50-year legal career in the state of
Florida. A graduate of Hillsborough County
public schools, Mr. Stewart went on to matric-
ulate from Morehouse College and Howard
University Law School. His memorable career
began as the first African-American Assistant
Public Defender in Hillsborough County’s his-
tory. In 1970, he went on to open the first inte-
grated law firm in the state of Florida. In addi-
tion to his legal work, Mr. Stewart was the first
African-American elected to the Board of Di-
rectors of the Hillsborough County Bar Asso-
ciation, and the first African-American member
of the Rough Riders civic club.

Mr. Stewart's memorable career was
shaped by many stalwart figures in the civil
rights movement. At the age of 12, inspired by
a visit from Thurgood Marshall, who was in
Tampa as an NAACP attorney assisting in the
African-American teachers’ campaign for equal
pay, Mr. Stewart desired to become a lawyer.
His passion for the civil rights movement was
further stoked upon traveling to Washington,
DC for Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.’s “l Have a
Dream” speech. Additionally, Mr. Stewart is
proud to champion Garland Stewart, the first
African-American administrator in Hillsborough
County school district history who played a
key role in integrating the district, as the great-
est influence on his life.

Beyond his legal career, he founded The
Delano S. Stewart Diversity Award which is
given each year to an individual for lifetime
achievements in improving the lives of African-
Americans and promoting diversity in the legal
profession.

During this new chapter of his life, Mr. Stew-
art plans on spending more time with his wife
and their six children and eight grandchildren
as well as working on his novel. In Delano
Stewart’'s own words he is not retiring, rather
he is finding new ways to help people with his
specialized legal training. Mr. Speaker, | join
the Tampa Bay community in honoring Mr.
Delano Stewart for his lifelong commitment to
fairness and justice for all.
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NATIONAL SCHOOL COUNSELING
WEEK

HON. LINDA T. SANCHEZ

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, February 8, 2016

Ms. LINDA T. SANCHEZ of California. Mr.
Speaker, earlier this week | introduced a reso-
lution recognizing February 1-5th as National
School Counseling Week. This resolution is an
important one; school counselors are critical to
the success of our students, particularly the
ones who are at a high risk of dropping out.

We ask much of our counselors. The rec-
ommended counselor to student ratio is one to
250, while the national average is almost dou-
ble that; one to 482. Each year, only 80% of
students are graduating from high school.
Schools desperately need more counselors
who can put students on the path to success
by ensuring they have the tools they need to
graduate.

In the spirit of properly recognizing hard-
working school counselors across the country,
today | wish to honor the work of an incredible
school counselor and administrator from
Montebello Unified School District, Andy Cos-
tello. Recently retired, he spent much of his
career working for Montebello Unified, and has
become a pillar of our community.

Mr. Costello has a passion for supporting
and uplifting students and their families. Al-
ways going above and beyond to make sure
families received the best guidance and sup-
port possible. Now retired, Andy continues to
be engaged with the community. Mr. Costello
is involved in counseling associations, and the
college access program, College Bound
Today, at Montebello Unified.

It is important to recognize leaders like Mr.
Costello. The true heroes of our community.
The ones that help make our future brighter,
by uplifting the next generation. He has had
an immense impact on our community.

——————

IN HONOR OF PAT HOSFORD’S
80TH BIRTHDAY

HON. KEVIN BRADY

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, February 8, 2016

Mr. BRADY of Texas. Mr. Speaker, born
into an American energy family, Patrick Eu-
gene Hosford arrived on February 6, 1936 in
Seminole, Oklahoma where his father was
working for what was then known as Gulf Oil.
Eugene and June Hosford’s oldest son, like
his father, would go on to graduate from the
University of Oklahoma and immediately put
his engineering degree to work in the energy
industry.

For many years, Pat worked for Pan Amer-
ican, which became Amoco. Then Pat ven-
tured out on his own forming his own energy
companies and making his mark as an inde-
pendent oilman. Pat even formed a manufac-
turing company to make pup joints for the en-
ergy industry.

A quarter century ago Pat, and his lovely
wife of 59 years, Colleen, whom he met on
the campus at the University of Oklahoma,
made The Woodlands their home. Their three
sons all earned engineering degrees from the
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University of Texas, which makes the annual
Sooners-Longhorn match-up quite the event in
the Hosford house.

All three of Pat's sons have made their
mark on domestic energy production. Jim,
John, and Mike, their wives, 9 children and
two great-grandchildren are Pat's pride and
joy. Now retired, Pat finds being a grandfather
to be as great a rush as striking oil.

I had the privilege of being in the same
Woodlands office building with Pat for years.
Seeing Pat frequently meant | benefitted from
his experience and insight into our area’s top
business sector. His service on the Wood-
lands-South Montgomery County Chamber of
Commerce board was a great help in the early
days of The Woodlands when we were work-
ing to attract new energy companies to our
community. Pat served wherever and when-
ever he was needed with a smile on his face,
a faithful heart, and an open door for anyone
who needed solid advice or help. A man of
strong faith, Pat has always been active in his
local church.

One of my funniest, if not strangest, memo-
ries of Pat was seeing him, and other Wood-
lands leaders, dressed up bizarrely and jok-
ingly offering folks a chance to make a dona-
tion or kiss a pig. Their over the top stunts
made us laugh while raising a lot of money for
the local United Way.

Thank you will never be enough, Pat. Cathy
and | are blessed to have you and Colleen as
friends, as sounding boards and supporters
since | first ran for office as a Texas State
Representative. Today it is my privilege to
honor Patrick Eugene Hosford on his 80th
birthday and to wish him 80 more.

A LIFE-SAVING ACT OF KINDNESS

HON. RICHARD M. NOLAN

OF MINNESOTA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, February 8, 2016

Mr. NOLAN. Mr. Speaker, | rise to recognize
Minnesota State Trooper Glen Bihler and Mary
Dinger of Aitkin, MN for their selfless acts of
kindness toward a fellow Minnesotan in need
of shelter on a cold winter night.

Winters in Minnesota tend to be cold but the
temperature on January 19th was particularly
cold at 15 degrees below zero. Mary Dinger
was driving along Highway 169 in Aitkin Coun-
ty, Minnesota. At mile marker 249 Mary saw a
man lying down on the side of the road. Al-
though we are all taught not to stop and pick
up strangers—patrticularly on dark rural roads
late at night—Mary stopped to help and let the
man warm up in her car while she called 911
and waited for a state Trooper to arrive. After
Trooper Bihler picked up the man and con-
firmed he did not have frostbite, Bihler brought
him to a fast-food restaurant for a hot meal.
Trooper Bihler said he was just doing what he
could to help the man out. Afterwards he
brought the man to the lobby of the Aitkin
County Sheriff’s office, the only place open so
late, where he could rest in a warm place until
a ride could be arranged to a shelter in the
Twin Cities.

Once again | want to thank both Minneso-
tans for the compassion and care they
showed for a fellow citizen desperately in
need.
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. THEODORE E. DEUTCH

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, February 8, 2016

Mr. DEUTCH. Mr. Speaker, | was absent
from votes on Wednesday, February 3, 2016,
due to illness. Had | been present | would
have voted as follows:

On Roll Call 55, | would have voted no (On
Ordering the Previous Question, H. Res. 595).

On Roll Call 56, | would have voted no (H.
Res. 595).

On Roll Call 57, | would have voted yea
(Amendment No. 1, H.R. 1675).

On Roll Call 58, | would have voted yea
(Amendment No. 6, H.R. 1675).

On Roll Call 59, | would have voted yea
(Amendment No. 7, H.R. 1675).

On Roll Call 60, | would have voted yea (On
Motion to Recommit with Instructions, H.R.
1675).

On Roll Call 61, | would have voted no
(H.R. 1675).

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. JOHN LEWIS

OF GEORGIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, February 8, 2016

Mr. LEWIS. Mr. Speaker, | was unable to
cast roll call votes on Monday, February 1,
2016. Had | been present, | would have cast
the following votes:

| would have voted Aye on roll call vote 46;
and

| would have voted Aye on roll call vote 47.

In addition, on Tuesday, February 2, 2016,
| would like to clarify for the record that |
strongly opposed the amendment under con-
sideration and intended to vote Nay on roll call
vote 50 during consideration of H.R. 3700.

————

HONORING THE LIFE OF HAWAIT
STATE SENATOR GILBERT
KAHELE

HON. TULSI GABBARD

OF HAWAII
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, February 8, 2016

Ms. GABBARD. Mr. Speaker, on January
26, 2016, the Aloha State lost the Honorable
Gil Kahele, a U.S. Marine, a Hawaii State
Senator, and a loving husband and father. His
life was extraordinary from beginning to end,
and he will be sorely missed.

Hawai‘i Island State Senator Gilbert Kahele
was born to Peter and Rebecca Kahele, both
of Hawaiian descent, in a grass shack by the
sea on May 15, 1942 at Kalihi, just south of
the Hawaiian fishing village of Miloli‘i in South
Kona. His parents valued education, so in
1947, they moved the family to Hilo, 90 miles
away when Gil was five years old. It was a big
change for the Kahele family because Hilo
was a bustling town after recovering from
World War Il and the 1946 tsunami. It was full
of commerce, cars, buildings, sporting events,
and multiple nationalities, a far cry from the
isolated fishing village of Milolii on the other
side of the island.
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Gil attended Hilo High School and played on
the Vikings football team—graduating with the
class of 1960. After graduation, Gil began his
long career of service to his country by joining
the United States Marine Corps. Stationed at
Camp Lejeune, North Carolina, Twenty-Nine
Palms and Camp Pendleton, California, Gil
was part of the engineering troop responsible
for refrigeration. As a young Hawaiian trav-
eling through the South in the 1960’s, Gil re-
members riding a bus across the country and
seeing the discrimination of African Americans
on buses, in bus stations, and restrooms in
the South. He saw segregation for the very
first time. The black man was treated dif-
ferently than the white man in this part of the
country, something that was uncommon to him
growing up in Hawaii where everyone was
treated with aloha.

After four years serving as a Marine, Gil
was honorably discharged and settled in Cali-
fornia for a few years. His first son Gibson
was born in October of 1963, and he attended
Chapman and Laney Colleges in Northern
California. After graduating with an Associate
Degree in Science in 1967 from Laney Col-
lege, Gil moved back to Hawai'i where he
began a civil service career that would last 33
years. He got a job with the Federal Govern-
ment at Naval Station Wahiawa as a refrigera-
tion mechanic. He married United Airlines
stewardess Linda Haggberg in October of
1971, and the couple lived in Wahiawa. In
1976, the couple moved to Hilo. They had two
children, Kai and Noelani. For the next 25
years Gil drove from Hilo up the Saddle Road
to his job at the Pohakuloa Training Area,
where he would eventually retire in 2000 as
the Director of Public Works.

During the 1980s, Gil spent a lot of time in
Miloli‘i and made a name for himself as a suc-
cessful community organizer in South Kona as
a result of his ability to bring people together
in the village to rally around a common cause
or project. In 1986, Gil teamed up with Boone
Morrison to produce a documentary, “Song of
South Kona”. Featuring Diana Aki, the film
took a look at the history of the village and the
songs that had been passed down through
generations of musicians. Additionally, Gil, the
president of Pa‘a Pono Miloli‘i at the time, suc-
cessfully prevented the development of Kapua
Bay and Kahuku by the Farms of Kapua and
the Hawaiian Riviera Resort.

Tragically, Gil's younger sister Mona died in
a car accident along with her husband Eric,
leaving their three young children without par-
ents. To Gil and Linda, family was their pri-
ority, so they adopted the three children,
lhilani, llima and Imaika, and Gil began to
spend more time in Hilo and less time in
Miloli‘i.

In 2011, Hawaii Governor Neil Abercrombie
selected Gil Kahele to fill a vacancy in the
State Senate, where he would end up serving
for the remainder of his life. Gil boasted an im-
pressive record rather quickly because of his
sincere desire to make a difference for the
people of the Big Island and all of Hawai'i

| recently saw Gil in Washington, DC, where
as always, he was ready with a smile, a hug,
a heart full of aloha. My heart is with the
Kahele family (ohana), and all of Hawai‘i Is-
land. Gil, you are missed. Thank you (Mahalo
nui loa) for dedicating your life to serving oth-
ers and for demonstrating how much we can
achieve when we work together in the spirit of
aloha. God bless you (Ke Akua me ke Aloha).
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INTRODUCTION OF THE ‘“RIGHTS
FOR TRANSPORTATION SECU-
RITY OFFICERS ACT OF 2016”

HON. BENNIE G. THOMPSON

OF MISSISSIPPI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, February 8, 2016

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speak-
er, today, | join with Representative NITA
Lowey (D-NY) to introduce the “Rights for
Transportation Security Officers Act of 2016,”
legislation to ensure that the dedicated men
and women that serve on the frontlines at our
Nation’s airports have receive the rights and
protections afforded to their counterparts with-
in the Department and the Federal govern-
ment.

When the Transportation Security Adminis-
tration (TSA) was established in 2002, in re-
sponse to the September 11th attacks, Con-
gress acted swiftly to transfer responsibility for
security screening at airports from the private
sector to the Federal government. We did so
with the expectation that a system-wide ap-
proach would be taken to protecting our Na-
tion’s vital aviation sector and the passengers
that are its lifeblood. Over the years, Congress
has come to realize that some of the flexibili-
ties that were provided to TSA when it was
established were too broad and warranted re-
finement. For instance, when Congress recog-
nized that TSA’s exercise of acquisition flexi-
bilities was not yielding the outcomes that TSA
and the flying public need, TSA was required
to comply with the Federal Acquisition Regula-
tion, just like most other Federal agencies. We
are introducing the “Rights for Transportation
Security Officers Act of 2016,” because we
believe that the time has come for TSA’s per-
sonnel and labor management systems to be
brought into compliance with the longstanding
Federal systems and protections afforded to
Federal workers under Title 5.

TSA has had its fair share of challenges,
particularly with respect to its personnel serv-
ices. Repeatedly, there have been instances
where TSA’s personnel system at attracting,
retaining, and developing talent has fallen
short. And with respect to labor management,
the promise of the 2011 determination by
then-TSA Administrator John Pistole has not
lived up to its promise, insofar as the labor
union that was elected as the exclusive rep-
resentative for the Transportation Security Of-
ficer workforce can only bargain and represent
workers in limited cases and issues in dispute
that may be raised to a neutral third party are
limited.

The fight for basic worker protections for
Transportation Security Officers has been a
long one. These dedicated individuals serve
honorably on the front lines, protecting us from
those who want to do us harm through our
aviation sector. Back in 2007, we came close
to ensuring that Transportation Security Offi-
cers would be put under Title 5 but a veto
threat from then-President Bush all but closed
the door to getting the fix. When President
Obama took office, the TSA workforce and
many of us in Congress were hopeful that
under new leadership, workers would get the
rights and protections that had been denied to
them for years. However, now that we have
seen successive TSA Administrators fail to ad-
dress longstanding unsettled workforce issues,
it is imperative that Congress come together
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and enact legislation that will grant the work-
force rights and benefits that they deserve.

| hope that other Members will join myself
and Representative LOWEY and support this
important legislation.

————

INTRODUCTION OF SEAT EGRESS
IN AIR TRAVEL (SEAT) ACT

HON. STEVE COHEN

OF TENNESSEE
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, February 8, 2016

Mr. COHEN. Mr. Speaker, today, | introduce
the Seat Egress in Air Travel (SEAT) Act. This
bill would direct the Federal Aviation Adminis-
tration (FAA) to establish minimum seat size
standards for passenger seats on aircrafts op-
erated by carriers in the U.S. for the health
and safety of passengers.

Consumers are tired of being squeezed—
both physically and fiscally. The average dis-
tance between rows of seats has dropped
from 35 inches before airline deregulation in
the 1970s to about 31 inches today. The aver-
age width of an airline seat has also shrunk
from 18 inches to about 16'%.

This isn’t just a matter of comfort. It is about
safety and health. The FAA requires that
planes be capable of evacuation in 90 sec-
onds or less, but the FAA hasn’t conducted
emergency evacuation tests on airlines with a
distance between rows of less than 29 inches.
Some airlines fly with rows as close as 28
inches apart. Furthermore, doctors warn of
deep vein thrombosis which can afflict pas-
sengers who don’t move their legs enough on
longer flights.

Moreover, average seat sizes have been
shrinking while the average size of Americans
has been growing. According to the Centers
for Disease Control and Prevention, the aver-
age man in 1960 weighed 166, and the aver-
age woman weighed 140 pounds. Now the av-
erage man is 196 pounds and the average
woman is 166 pounds—and both are about an
inch taller.

This just doesn’t make any sense. | hope
that Congress will quickly act on this bill to di-
rect the FAA to establish minimum seat size
standards to provide appropriately for the
safety and health of airline passengers.

—————

INTRODUCTION OF THE ‘“MAKING
YOUR RETIREMENT ACCESSIBLE
ACT” OR THE ‘“‘MYRA ACT”

HON. JOSEPH CROWLEY

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, February 8, 2016

Mr. CROWLEY. Mr. Speaker, | am proud to
introduce, along with Congressman KEITH
ELLISON, the “Making Your Retirement Acces-
sible Act,” also known as the “myRA Act,” to
help address the savings and retirement secu-
rity crisis in America.

Here are a few startling facts:

According to a 2015 Federal Reserve Re-
port, 31 percent of non-retired individuals said
they have no retirement savings or pension
whatsoever.

Among workers who do not participate in a
401(k) or other defined contribution plan, 42
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percent say that is because their employer
does not offer one.

For part-time workers, it can be even more
difficult, as a 2015 BLS Economic Release
found that 62 percent of part-time workers
don’t have access to a retirement plan at
work.

To address this looming crisis, the Obama
Administration recently launched the myRA
program to help workers who face obstacles
to saving, such as by not having access to an
employer-sponsored retirement plan or not
having enough in personal funds to purchase
and contribute to their own IRA.

The myRA program allows workers to open
their own retirement savings account with as
little as $1, and gives them the ability to make
automatic payments every pay period.

Employers would only be responsible for
setting up a payroll deduction for employees
to create and deposit funds into their individ-
ualized myRA accounts.

myRA accounts not only encourage workers
to build a nest egg for their future, but also
give workers peace of mind that they can ac-
cess these funds in emergencies.

Under the myRA program, participants can
withdraw funds from their account tax-free and
penalty-free—so these funds can be used as
an emergency rainy-day fund as well as a fu-
ture retirement account, further breaking down
a barrier against savings.

The funds invested go solely into U.S. Gov-
ernment savings bonds, ensuring these ac-
counts remain stable, not at risk in the market.

Further, the accounts do not have any asso-
ciated maintenance charges or fees, which
means every dollar that is invested will be re-
turned—plus interest—to the account holder.

Recognizing most Americans will have a
number of jobs in their lifetime; myRA ac-
counts are also portable, allowing employees
to change jobs while still being able to easily
maintain their accounts.

The Administration has taken an important
step forward by using their existing legal au-
thority to create this program. | salute them for
their actions in creating this program.

The myRA program represents an important
saving tool, and as such it should be wel-
comed as more than just an administrative
program—it should be codified into law.

Today, Congressman ELLISON and | are tak-
ing that next step to ensure this worthwhile
program can continue, allowing everyone in
our country to plan ahead for a secure retire-
ment for themselves and their families.

———
SENATE COMMITTEE MEETINGS

Title IV of Senate Resolution 4,
agreed to by the Senate of February 4,
1977, calls for establishment of a sys-
tem for a computerized schedule of all
meetings and hearings of Senate com-
mittees, subcommittees, joint commit-
tees, and committees of conference.
This title requires all such committees
to notify the Office of the Senate Daily
Digest—designated by the Rules Com-
mittee—of the time, place and purpose
of the meetings, when scheduled and
any cancellations or changes in the
meetings as they occur.

As an additional procedure along
with the computerization of this infor-
mation, the Office of the Senate Daily
Digest will prepare this information for
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printing in the Extensions of Remarks
section of the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD
on Monday and Wednesday of each
week.

Meetings scheduled for Tuesday, Feb-
ruary 9, 2016 may be found in the Daily
Digest of today’s RECORD.

MEETINGS SCHEDULED

FEBRUARY 10

10 a.m.
Committee on Environment and Public
Works
To hold an oversight hearing to examine
the importance of enacting a new
Water Resources Development Act.
SD-406
Committee on Foreign Relations
Business meeting to consider S. Res. 99,
calling on the Government of Iran to
fulfill its promises of assistance in the
case of Robert Levinson, the longest
held United States civilian in our Na-
tion’s history, S. Res. 361, urging ro-
bust funding for humanitarian relief
for Syria, and S. Res. 330, congratu-
lating the Tunisian National Dialogue
Quartet for winning the 2015 Nobel
Peace Prize; to be immediately fol-
lowed by a hearing to examine United
States policy in Central Africa, focus-
ing on the imperative of good govern-
ance.
SD-419
Committee on Homeland Security and
Governmental Affairs
Business meeting to consider H.R. 3572,
to amend the Homeland Security Act
of 2002 to reform, streamline, and make
improvements to the Department of
Homeland Security and support the De-
partment’s efforts to implement better
policy, planning, management, and per-
formance, S. 1526, to amend title 10 and
title 41, United States Code, to improve
the manner in which Federal contracts
for construction and design services
are awarded, to prohibit the use of re-
verse auctions for design and construc-
tion services procurements, to amend
title 31 and 41, United States Code, to
improve the payment protections
available to construction contractors,
subcontractors, and suppliers for work
performed, S. 236, to amend the Pay-
As-You-Go Act of 2010 to create an ex-
pedited procedure to enact rec-
ommendations of the Government Ac-
countability Office for consolidation
and elimination to reduce duplication,
S. 1411, to amend the Act of August 25,
1958, commonly known as the ‘“‘Former
Presidents Act of 1958, with respect to
the monetary allowance payable to a
former President, S. 795, to enhance
whistleblower protection for con-
tractor and grantee employees, S. 2450,
to amend title 5, United States Code,
to address administrative leave for
Federal employees, S. 2418, to author-
ize the Secretary of Homeland Security
to establish university labs for stu-
dent-developed technology-based solu-
tions for countering online recruitment
of violent extremists, S. 2340, to re-
quire the Director of the Office of Man-
agement and Budget to issue a direc-
tive on the management of software li-
censes, H.R. 3361, to amend the Home-
land Security Act of 2002 to establish
the Insider Threat Program, S. Res.
104, to express the sense of the Senate
regarding the success of Operation
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Streamline and the importance of pros-
ecuting first time illegal border cross-
ers, H.R. 1656 and an original bill enti-
tled, ‘‘Secret Service Improvements
Act of 2015, to provide for additional
resources for the Secret Service, and to
improve protections for restricted
areas, an original bill entitled, “DHS
Acquisition and Accountability Reform
Act”, an original bill entitled, ‘‘Com-
bat Terrorist Use of Social Media Act
of 2016°’, an original bill entitled, ‘‘Fed-
eral Property Management Reform Act
of 2016, an original bill to amend the
Homeland Security Act of 2002 to build
partnerships to prevent violence by ex-
tremists, an original resolution direct-
ing the Senate Legal Counsel to bring
civil action to enforce a subpoena of
the Permanent Subcommittee on In-
vestigations, and the nomination of
Beth F. Cobert, of California, to be Di-
rector of the Office of Personnel Man-
agement for a term of four years.
SD-342
Committee on the Judiciary
To hold hearings to examine mental
health and the justice system.
SD-226
10:30 a.m.
Committee on Appropriations
Subcommittee on Department of Defense
To hold hearings to examine proposed
budget estimates for fiscal year 2017 for
the Air Force.
SD-192
Committee on Finance
To hold hearings to examine the Presi-
dent’s proposed budget request for fis-
cal year 2017.
SD-215
2 p.m.
Committee on Finance
To hold hearings to examine the Presi-
dent’s proposed budget request for fis-
cal year 2017.
SD-215
2:30 p.m.
Special Committee on Aging
To hold hearings to examine a new scam
by global drug traffickers perpetrated
against our nation’s seniors.
SD-562

FEBRUARY 11

9:30 a.m.
Committee on Armed Services
To hold hearings to examine the Na-
tional Commission on the Future of
the United States Army in review of
the Defense Authorization Request for
Fiscal Year 2017 and the Future Years
Defense Program.
SD-G50
Committee on Homeland Security and
Governmental Affairs
Subcommittee on Regulatory Affairs and
Federal Management
To hold hearings to examine agency dis-
cretion in setting and enforcing regu-
latory fines and penalties.
SD-342
10 a.m.
Committee on Appropriations
Subcommittee on Departments of Labor,
Health and Human Services, and Edu-
cation, and Related Agencies
To hold hearings to examine emerging
health threats and the Zika supple-
mental request.
SD-138
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Committee on Banking,
Urban Affairs
To hold hearings to examine the semi-
annual Monetary Policy Report to the
Congress.

Housing, and

SD-538
Committee on Finance
To hold hearings to examine the Presi-
dent’s proposed budget request for fis-
cal year 2017.
SD-215
Committee on the Judiciary
Business meeting to consider S. 247, to
amend section 349 of the Immigration
and Nationality Act to deem specified
activities in support of terrorism as re-
nunciation of United States nation-
ality, S. 483, to improve enforcement
efforts related to prescription drug di-
version and abuse, S. 524, to authorize
the Attorney General to award grants
to address the national epidemics of
prescription opioid abuse and heroin
use, and the nominations of Elizabeth
J. Drake, of Maryland, Jennifer Choe
Groves, of Virginia, and Gary Stephen
Katzmann, of Massachusetts, each to
be a Judge of the United States Court
of International Trade.
SD-226
10:15 a.m.
Committee on Foreign Relations
To hold hearings to examine the nomina-
tions of Karen Brevard Stewart, of
Florida, to be Ambassador to the Re-
public of the Marshall Islands, Robert
Annan Riley III, of Florida, to be Am-
bassador to the Federated States of Mi-
cronesia, and Matthew John Matthews,
of Oregon, for the rank of Ambassador
during his tenure of service as United
States Senior Official for the Asia-Pa-
cific Economic Cooperation (APEC)
Forum, all of the Department of State,
and Swati A. Dandekar, of Iowa, to be
United States Director of the Asian De-
velopment Bank.
SD-419
1 p.m.
Commission on Security and Cooperation
in Europe
To hold hearings to examine an update
on the Organization for Security and
Co-operation in Europe, focusing on re-

ligious freedom, anti-Semitism, and
rule of law.
HVC-210
2:30 p.m.

Select Committee on Intelligence
To hold closed hearings to examine cer-
tain intelligence matters.

SH-219
FEBRUARY 23
10 a.m.
Committee on Energy and Natural Re-
sources

To hold hearings to examine the Presi-
dent’s proposed budget request for fis-
cal year 2017 for the Department of the
Interior.

SD-366
2:30 p.m.
Committee on Armed Services
Subcommittee on Strategic Forces

To hold hearings to examine the Depart-
ment of Energy atomic energy defense
activities and programs in review of
the defense authorization request for
fiscal year 2017 and the Future Years
Defense Program.

SR-232A
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FEBRUARY 25
1:30 p.m.
Committee on Indian Affairs
To hold hearings to examine the Tribal
Law and Order Act 5 years later, focus-
ing on the next steps to improve jus-
tice systems in Indian communities.

SH-216
MARCH 2
10 a.m.
Committee on Commerce, Science, and
Transportation

To hold an oversight hearing to examine
the Federal Communications Commis-
sion.

SR-253
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MARCH 3
10 a.m.
Committee on Banking, Housing, and
Urban Affairs
Subcommittee on Securities, Insurance,

and Investment
To hold hearings to examine regulatory
reforms to improve equity market

structure.
SD-538
Committee on Energy and Natural Re-
sources

To hold hearings to examine the Presi-
dent’s proposed budget request for fis-
cal year 2017 for the Department of En-
ergy.

SD-366
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MARCH 8
10 a.m.
Committee on Energy and Natural Re-
sources

To hold hearings to examine the Presi-
dent’s proposed budget request for fis-
cal year 2017 for the Forest Service.

SD-366

MARCH 9

2 p.m.
Committee on the Judiciary
Subcommittee on Antitrust, Competition
Policy and Consumer Rights
To hold an oversight hearing to examine
the enforcement of the antitrust laws.
SD-226
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Dazily Digest

Senate

Chamber Action
Routine Proceedings, pages $693—-S708

Measures Introduced: Four bills and two resolu-
tions were introduced, as follows: S. 2510-2513, and
S. Res. 365-366. Page S702

Measures Reported:

Report to accompany H.R. 2051, to amend the
Agricultural Marketing Act of 1946 to extend the
livestock mandatory price reporting requirements. (S.
Rept. No. 114-2006)

S. 383, to provide for Indian trust asset manage-
ment reform, with an amendment in the nature of
a substitute. (S. Rept. No. 114-207) Page S702

Measures Passed:

Recognizing Lunar New Year: Senate agreed to
S. Res. 360, recognizing the cultural and historical
significance of Lunar New Year. Page S708

Appointments:

Washington’s Farewell Address: The Chair, on
behalf of the Vice President, pursuant to the order
of the Senate of January 24, 1901, appointed Senator
Coons to read Washington’s Farewell Address on
Monday, February 22, 2016. Page S708

Marciel Nomination—Agreement: A unanimous-
consent agreement was reached providing that at
2:15 p.m., on Tuesday, February 9, 2016, Senate
begin consideration of the nomination of Scot Alan
Marciel, of California, to be Ambassador to the
Union of Burma; and Senate vote, without inter-

vening action or debate, on confirmation of the nom-
ination. Page S708

Nomination Confirmed: Senate confirmed the fol-
lowing nomination:

By a unanimous vote of 83 yeas (Vote No. EX.
18), Rebecca Goodgame Ebinger, of Iowa, to be
United States District Judge for the Southern Dis-

trict of Jowa. Pages S695-96, S708
Messages from the House: Page S701
Measures Referred: Page S701
Executive Communications: Pages S$701-02
Additional Cosponsors: Pages S702-03

Statements on Introduced Bills/Resolutions:

Pages S703-04
Additional Statements: Pages S$700-01
Amendments Submitted: Pages S704-08

Record Votes: One record vote was taken today.
(Total—18) Page S696

Adjournment: Senate convened at 2 p.m. and ad-
journed at 6:40 p.m., until 11 a.m. on Tuesday,
February 9, 2016. (For Senate’s program, see the re-
marks of the Majority Leader in today’s Record on
page S708.)

Committee Meetings

(Committees not listed did not meet)

No committee meetings were held.

House of Representatives

Chamber Action

Public Bills and Resolutions Introduced: 11 pub-
lic bills, H.R. 4487—-4497; and 1 resolution, H. Res.
608, were introduced Page H595

Additional Cosponsors: Pages H595-96

Reports Filed: There were no reports filed today.

Speaker: Read a letter from the Speaker wherein he
appointed Representative Rooney (FL) to act as
Speaker pro tempore for today. Page H593
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Guest Chaplain: The prayer was offered by the
Guest Chaplain, Reverend George P. Schommer,
O.P., St. Dominic’s Church, Washington, DC.

Page H593

Senate Message: Message received from the Senate
by the Clerk and subsequently presented to the
House today appears on page H593.

Quorum Calls—Votes: There were no yea-and-nay
votes, and there were no recorded votes. There were
no quorum calls.

Adjournment: The House met at 2 p.m. and ad-
journed at 2:03 p.m.

Committee Meetings
No hearings were held.

Joint Meetings

No joint committee meetings were held.

COMMITTEE MEETINGS FOR TUESDAY,
FEBRUARY 9, 2016

(Committee meetings are open unless otherwise indicated)
Senate

Committee on Armed Services: to hold hearings to examine
worldwide threats, 9:30 a.m., SD—-G50.

Subcommittee on Strategic Forces, to hold hearings to
examine Department of Defense nuclear acquisition pro-
grams and the nuclear doctrine in review of the defense
authorization request for fiscal year 2017 and the Future
Years Defense Program, 2:30 p.m., SR-232A.

Committee on  Environment and Public Works: Sub-
committee on Fisheries, Water, and Wildlife, to hold an
oversight hearing to examine Federal interactions with
state management of fish and wildlife, 2:30 p.m.,
SD-406.

Committee on Foreign Relations: to receive a closed brief-
ing on the way forward in Syria and Iraq, 5 p.m.,
SVC-217.

Committee on Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions: busi-
ness meeting to consider S. 2030, to allow the sponsor
of an application for the approval of a targeted drug to
rely upon data and information with respect to such
sponsor’s previously approved targeted drugs, S. 1622, to
amend the Federal Food, Drug, and Cosmetic Act with
respect to devices, S. 2014, to demonstrate a commitment
to our Nation’s scientists by increasing opportunities for
the development of our next generation of researchers, S.
800, to improve, coordinate, and enhance rehabilitation
research at the National Institutes of Health, S. 849, to
amend the Public Health Service Act to provide for sys-
tematic data collection and analysis and epidemiological
research regarding Multiple Sclerosis (MS), Parkinson’s
disease, and other neurological diseases, S. 2503, to estab-
lish requirements for reusable medical devices relating to
cleaning instructions and validation data, and S. 2511, to
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improve Federal requirements relating to the develop-
ment and use of electronic health records technology, 10
a.m., SD—430.

Select Committee on Intelligence: to hold hearings to exam-
ine certain intelligence matters, 2:30 p.m., SH-216.

House

Committee on Rules, Full Committee, hearing on H.R.
3442, the “Debt Management and Fiscal Responsibility
Act of 2015”; H.R. 3293, the “Scientific Research in the
National Interest Act”, 5 p.m., H-313 Capitol.

R —

CONGRESSIONAL PROGRAM AHEAD
Week of February 9 through February 12, 2016

Senate Chamber

On Tuesday, Senate will begin consideration of
the nomination of Scot Alan Marciel, of California,
to be Ambassador to the Union of Burma, and vote
on confirmation of the nomination at 2:15 p.m.

On Wednesday, Senate will begin consideration of
H.R. 757, North Korea Sanctions Enforcement Act,
and after a period of debate, vote on passage of the
bill.

During the balance of the week, Senate may con-
sider any cleared legislative and executive business.

Senate Committees

(Committee meetings are open unless otherwise indicated)

Committee on Appropriations: February 10, Subcommittee
on Department of Defense, to hold hearings to examine
proposed budget estimates for fiscal year 2017 for the Air
Force, 10:30 a.m., SD—192.

February 11, Subcommittee on Departments of Labor,
Health and Human Services, and Education, and Related
Agencies, to hold hearings to examine emerging health
threats and the Zika supplemental request, 10 a.m.,
SD-138.

Committee on Armed Services: February 9, to hold hear-
ings to examine worldwide threats, 9:30 a.m., SD-G50.

February 9, Subcommittee on Strategic Forces, to hold
hearings to examine Department of Defense nuclear ac-
quisition programs and the nuclear doctrine in review of
the defense authorization request for fiscal year 2017 and
the Future Years Defense Program, 2:30 p.m., SR-232A.

February 11, Full Committee, to hold hearings to ex-
amine the National Commission on the Future of the
United States Army in review of the Defense Authoriza-
tion Request for Fiscal Year 2017 and the Future Years
Defense Program, 9:30 a.m., SD-G50.

Committee on Banking, Housing, and Urban Affairs: Feb-
ruary 11, to hold hearings to examine the semiannual
Monetary Policy Report to the Congress, 10 a.m.,
SD-538.

Committee on Environment and Public Works: February 9,
Subcommittee on Fisheries, Water, and Wildlife, to hold
an oversight hearing to examine Federal interactions with
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state management of fish and wildlife, 2:30 p.m.,
SD—406.

February 10, Full Committee, to hold an oversight
hearing to examine the importance of enacting a new
Water Resources Development Act, 10 a.m., SD-406.

Committee on Finance: February 10, to hold hearings to
examine the President’s proposed budget request for fiscal
year 2017, 10:30 a.m., SD-215.

February 10, Full Committee, to hold hearings to ex-
amine the President’s proposed budget request for fiscal
year 2017, 2 p.m., SD-215.

February 11, Full Committee, to hold hearings to ex-
amine the President’s proposed budget request for fiscal
year 2017, 10 a.m., SD-215.

Committee on Foreign Relations: February 9, to receive a
closed briefing on the way forward in Syria and Iraq, 5
p-m., SVC-217.

February 10, Full Committee, business meeting to con-
sider S. Res. 99, calling on the Government of Iran to
fulfill its promises of assistance in the case of Robert
Levinson, the longest held United States civilian in our
Nation’s history, S. Res. 361, urging robust funding for
humanitarian relief for Syria, and S. Res. 330, congratu-
lating the Tunisian National Dialogue Quartet for win-
ning the 2015 Nobel Peace Prize; to be immediately fol-
lowed by a hearing to examine United States policy in
Central Africa, focusing on the imperative of good gov-
ernance, 10 a.m., SD—419.

February 11, Full Committee, to hold hearings to ex-
amine the nominations of Karen Brevard Stewart, of Flor-
ida, to be Ambassador to the Republic of the Marshall
Islands, Robert Annan Riley III, of Florida, to be Ambas-
sador to the Federated States of Micronesia, and Matthew
John Matthews, of Oregon, for the rank of Ambassador
during his tenure of service as United States Senior Offi-
cial for the Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation (APEC)
Forum, all of the Department of State, and Swati A.
Dandekar, of Iowa, to be United States Director of the
Asian Development Bank, 10:15 a.m., SD-419.

Committee on Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions: Feb-
ruary 9, business meeting to consider S. 2030, to allow
the sponsor of an application for the approval of a tar-
geted drug to rely upon data and information with re-
spect to such sponsor’s previously approved targeted
drugs, S. 1622, to amend the Federal Food, Drug, and
Cosmetic Act with respect to devices, S. 2014, to dem-
onstrate a commitment to our Nation’s scientists by in-
creasing opportunities for the development of our next
generation of researchers, S. 800, to improve, coordinate,
and enhance rehabilitation research at the National Insti-
tutes of Health, S. 849, to amend the Public Health
Service Act to provide for systematic data collection and
analysis and epidemiological research regarding Multiple
Sclerosis (MS), Parkinson’s disease, and other neurological
diseases, S. 2503, to establish requirements for reusable
medical devices relating to cleaning instructions and vali-
dation data, and S. 2511, to improve Federal require-
ments relating to the development and use of electronic
health records technology, 10 a.m., SD—430.

Committee on Homeland Security and Governmental Affairs:
February 10, business meeting to consider H.R. 3572, to
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amend the Homeland Security Act of 2002 to reform,
streamline, and make improvements to the Department of
Homeland Security and support the Department’s efforts
to implement better policy, planning, management, and
performance, S. 1526, to amend title 10 and title 41,
United States Code, to improve the manner in which
Federal contracts for construction and design services are
awarded, to prohibit the use of reverse auctions for design
and construction services procurements, to amend title 31
and 41, United States Code, to improve the payment pro-
tections available to construction contractors, subcontrac-
tors, and suppliers for work performed, S. 236, to amend
the Pay-As-You-Go Act of 2010 to create an expedited
procedure to enact recommendations of the Government
Accountability Office for consolidation and elimination to
reduce duplication, S. 1411, to amend the Act of August
25, 1958, commonly known as the “Former Presidents
Act of 1958”, with respect to the monetary allowance
payable to a former President, S. 795, to enhance whistle-
blower protection for contractor and grantee employees, S.
2450, to amend title 5, United States Code, to address
administrative leave for Federal employees, S. 2418, to
authorize the Secretary of Homeland Security to establish
university labs for student-developed technology-based so-
lutions for countering online recruitment of violent ex-
tremists, S. 2340, to require the Director of the Office
of Management and Budget to issue a directive on the
management of software licenses, H.R. 3361, to amend
the Homeland Security Act of 2002 to establish the In-
sider Threat Program, S. Res. 104, to express the sense
of the Senate regarding the success of Operation Stream-
line and the importance of prosecuting first time illegal
border crossers, H.R. 1656 and an original bill entitled,
“Secret Service Improvements Act of 2015”7, to provide
for additional resources for the Secret Service, and to im-
prove protections for restricted areas, an original bill enti-
tled, “DHS Acquisition and Accountability Reform Act”,
an original bill entitled, “Combat Terrorist Use of Social
Media Act of 2016”, an original bill entitled, ‘“Federal
Property Management Reform Act of 2016”, an original
bill to amend the Homeland Security Act of 2002 to
build partnerships to prevent violence by extremists, an
original resolution directing the Senate Legal Counsel to
bring civil action to enforce a subpoena of the Permanent
Subcommittee on Investigations, and the nomination of
Beth F. Cobert, of California, to be Director of the Office
of Personnel Management for a term of four years, 10
a.m., SD-342.

February 11, Subcommittee on Regulatory Affairs and
Federal Management, to hold hearings to examine agency
discretion in setting and enforcing regulatory fines and
penalties, 9:30 a.m., SD-342.

Committee on the Judiciary: February 10, to hold hearings
to examine mental health and the justice system, 10 a.m.,
SD-226.

February 11, Full Committee, business meeting to con-
sider S. 247, to amend section 349 of the Immigration
and Nationality Act to deem specified activities in sup-
port of terrorism as renunciation of United States nation-
ality, S. 483, to improve enforcement efforts related to
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prescription drug diversion and abuse, S. 524, to author-
ize the Attorney General to award grants to address the
national epidemics of prescription opioid abuse and her-
oin use, and the nominations of Elizabeth J. Drake, of
Maryland, Jennifer Choe Groves, of Virginia, and Gary
Stephen Katzmann, of Massachusetts, each to be a Judge
of the United States Court of International Trade, 10
a.m., SD-226.

Select Committee on Intelligence: February 9, to hold hear-
ings to examine certain intelligence matters, 2:30 p.m.,
SH-216.

February 11, Full Committee, to hold closed hearings
to examine certain intelligence matters, 2:30 p.m.,
SH-219.

Special Committee on Aging: February 10, to hold hear-
ings to examine a new scam by global drug traffickers
perpetrated against our nation’s seniors, 2:30 p.m.,
SD-562.

House Committees

Committee on Agriculture, February 10, Full Committee,
hearing to review the 2016 Agenda for the Commodity
Futures Trading Commission, 10 a.m., 1300 Longworth.

February 11, Full Committee, hearing to consider the
impacts of the Environmental Protection Agency’s actions
on the rural economy, 10 a.m., 1300 Longworth.

February 11, Subcommittee on Livestock and Foreign
Agriculture, hearing entitled “Foot and Mouth Disease:
Are We Prepared?”, 2 p.m., 1300 Longworth.

Committee on Appropriations, February 10, Subcommittee
on Energy and Water Development, budget hearing on
the Nuclear Regulatory Commission, 10:30 a.m., 2362-B
Rayburn.

February 10, Subcommittee on Agriculture, Rural De-
velopment, Food and Drug Administration, and Related
Agencies, budget hearing on the Commodity Futures
Trading Commission, 2:30 p.m., 2362—A Rayburn.

February 11, Subcommittee on Financial Services and
General Government, budget hearing on the Internal
Revenue Service, 10 a.m., 2359 Rayburn.

Committee on Armed Services, February 10, Full Com-
mittee, hearing entitled “Understanding and Deterring
Russia: U.S. Policies and Strategies”, 10 a.m., 2118 Ray-
burn.

February 10, Subcommittee on Tactical Air and Land
Forces, hearing entitled “Recommendations from the Na-
tional Commission on the Future of the Army”, 2 p.m.,
2118 Rayburn.

February 10, Subcommittee on Emerging Threats and
Capabilities, hearing entitled “Department of Defense
(DoD) Countering Weapons of Mass Destruction
(CWMD) Policy and Programs for Fiscal Year 20177,
3:30 p.m., 2212 Rayburn.

February 11, Subcommittee on Strategic Forces, hear-
ing entitled “Fiscal Year 2017 Budget Request for Atom-
ic Energy Defense Activities”, 2 p.m., 2118 Rayburn.

February 11, Subcommittee on Seapower and Projec-
tion Forces, hearing entitled “Carrier Air Wing and the
Future of Naval Aviation”, 3:30 p.m., 2212 Rayburn.
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February 11, Subcommittee on Readiness, hearing enti-
tled “Department of the Air Force 2017 Budget Request
and Readiness”, 8 a.m., 2118 Rayburn.

February 11, Subcommittee on Oversight and Inves-
tigations, hearing entitled “Assessing the Development of
Afghanistan National Security Forces”, 10:30 a.m., 2118
Rayburn.

Committee on Education and the Workforce, February 10,
Subcommittee on Early Childhood, Elementary, and Sec-
ondary Education, hearing entitled “Next Steps for K—12
Education: Implementing the Promise to Restore State
and Local Control”, 10 a.m., 2175 Rayburn.

Committee on Energy and Commerce, February 10, Sub-
committee on Health, hearing entitled “Examining Med-
icaid and CHIP’s Federal Medical Assistance”, 10 a.m.,
2123 Rayburn.

February 10, Subcommittee on Commerce, Manufac-
turing, and Trade, hearing entitled “Industry Perspectives
on the Consumer Product Safety Commission”, 10:15
a.m., 2322 Rayburn.

February 10, Subcommittee on Communications and
Technology, markup on H.R. 2666, the “No Rate Regu-
lation of Broadband Internet Access Act”; H.R. 1301, the
“Amateur Radio Parity Act of 2015”; and the “‘Small
Business Broadband Deployment Act”, 3 p.m., 2123
Rayburn.

February 11, Subcommittee on Communications and
Technology, markup on H.R. 2666, the “No Rate Regu-
lation of Broadband Internet Access Act”; H.R. 1301, the
“Amateur Radio Parity Act of 2015”; and the “‘Small
Business Broadband Deployment Act” (continued), 10
a.m., 2123 Rayburn.

February 12, Subcommittee on Oversight and Inves-
tigations, hearing entitled “Outbreaks, Attacks, and Acci-
dents: Combatting Biological Threats”, 9 a.m., 2123
Rayburn.

Committee on Financial Services, February 10, Full Com-
mittee, hearing entitled “Monetary Policy and the State
of the Economy”, 10 a.m., 2128 Rayburn.

February 11, Subcommittee on Housing and Insurance,
hearing entitled “The Future of Housing in America: Ex-
amining the Health of the Federal Housing Administra-
tion”, 9:30 a.m., 2128 Rayburn.

February 11, Subcommittee on Financial Institutions
and Consumer Credit, hearing entitled “Short-Term,
Small Dollar Lending: The CFPB’s Assault on Access to
Credit and Trampling of State and Tribal Sovereignty”,
1 p.m., 2128 Rayburn.

Committee on Foreign Affairs, Februaryl0, Full Com-
mittee, hearing entitled “From Iraq and Syria to Libya
and Beyond: The Evolving ISIL Threat”, 10 a.m., 2172
Rayburn.

February 10, Subcommittee on Africa, Global Health,
Global Human Rights, and International Organizations;
and Subcommittee on the Western Hemisphere, joint
hearing entitled “The Global Zika Epidemic”, 1:15 p.m.,
2172 Rayburn.

February 10, Subcommittee on Terrorism, Non-
proliferation, and Trade, hearing entitled “After San
Bernardino: The Future of ISIS-Inspired Attacks”, 2 p.m.,
2200 Rayburn.
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February 11, Full Committee, hearing entitled “Iran
Nuclear Deal Oversight: Implementation and Its Con-
sequences”’, 10 a.m., 2172 Rayburn.

February 11, Subcommittee on the Middle East and
North Africa, markup on H. Res. 148, calling on the
government of Iran to fulfill their promises of assistance
in this case of Robert Levinson, the longest held United
States civilian in our Nation’s history; hearing entitled
“Jordan: A Key U.S. Partner”, 1:45 p.m., 2172 Rayburn.

February 11, Subcommittee on Asia and the Pacific,
hearing entitled “The Future of U.S.-Taiwan Relations”,
2 p.m., 2200 Rayburn.

Committee on Homeland Security, February 10, Full Com-
mittee, hearing entitled “National Security and Law En-
forcement: Breaking the New Visa Waiver Law to Ap-
pease Iran”, 11 a.m., 311 Cannon.

February 11, Subcommittee on Counterterrorism and
Intelligence, hearing entitled ““The Future of Iranian Ter-
ror and Its Threat to the US Homeland”, 10 a.m., 311
Cannon.

February 11, Subcommittee on Emergency Prepared-
ness, Response, and Communications, hearing entitled
“Improving the Department of Homeland Security’s Bio-
logical Detection and Surveillance Programs”, 2 p.m.,
311 Cannon.

Committee on the Judiciary, February 11, Full Com-
mittee, hearing entitled “Is the Investor Visa Program an
Underperforming Asset?”, 10:15 a.m., 2141 Rayburn.

February 11, Subcommittee on Courts, Intellectual
Property, and the Internet, hearing entitled “Resolving
Issues with Confiscated Property in Cuba, Havana Club
Rum and Other Property”, 2 p.m., 2141 Rayburn.

Committee on  Natural Resources, February 10, Sub-
committee on Water, Power and Oceans, hearing entitled
“The Costly Impacts of Predation and Conflicting Federal
Statutes on Native and Endangered Fish Species”, 10
a.m., 1334 Longworth.

February 11, Subcommittee on Federal Lands, hearing
on H.R. 87, the “Shiloh National Military Park Bound-
ary Adjustment and Parker’s Crossroads Battlefield Des-
ignation Act”’; H.R. 295, to reauthorize the Historically
Black Colleges and Universities Historic Preservation pro-
gram; H.R. 1621, to modify the boundary of Petersburg
National Battlefield in the Commonwealth of Virginia,
and for other purposes; and H.R. 2817, the ‘“National
Historic Preservation Amendments Act of 20157, 10
a.m., 1324 Longworth.

Committee on Ouversight and Government Reform, February
10, Subcommittee on National Security; and Sub-
committee on Government Operations, joint hearing enti-
tled “The President’s Waiver of Restrictions on the Visa
Waiver Program”, 3 p.m., 2154 Rayburn.

February 11, Full Committee, hearing entitled “IRS:
Reviewing Its Legal Obligations, Document Preservation,
and Data Security”, 1 p.m., 2154 Rayburn.
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Committee on Rules, February 10, Full Committee, hear-
ing on H.R. 2017, the “Common Sense Nutrition Disclo-
sure Act of 2015”, 3 p.m., H-313 Capitol.

Committee on Science, Space, and Technology, February 10,
Full Committee, hearing entitled “Midnight Regulations:
Examining Executive Branch Overreach”, 10 a.m., 2318
Rayburn.

February 11, Full Committee, markup on H.R. 4489,
the “FAA Leadership in Groundbreaking High-Tech Re-
search and Development Act”, 1 p.m., 2318 Rayburn.

Committee on Small Business, February 10, Subcommittee
on Agriculture, Energy and Trade, hearing entitled “Ex-
port Control Reform: Challenges for Small Business?
(Part I)”, 10 a.m., 2360 Rayburn.

February 10, Subcommittee on Investigations, Over-
sight and Regulations, hearing entitled “Oversight of the
Office of Advocacy and the Office of the National Om-
budsman at the SBA”, 1 p.m., 2360 Rayburn.

February 11, Full Committee, hearing entitled “Export
Control Reform: Challenges for Small Business? (Part
1), 10 a.m., 2360 Rayburn.

Committee on Transportation and Infrastructure, February
10, Full Committee, hearing entitled “Review of ATC
Reform Proposals”, 10 a.m., 2167 Rayburn.

February 11, Full Committee, markup on Fiscal Year
2017 Budget Views and Estimates of the Committee on
Transportation and Infrastructure; H.R. 4441, the “Avia-
tion Innovation, Reform, and Reauthorization Act”; and
other matters cleared for consideration, 10 a.m., 2167
Rayburn.

Committee on Veterans’ Affairs, February 10, Full Com-
mittee, hearing entitled “U.S. Department of Veterans
Affairs Budget Request for Fiscal Year 20177, 10 a.m.,
334 Cannon.

February 10, Subcommittee on Economic Opportunity,
hearing entitled “A Review of VA’s Loan Guaranty and
Specially Adaptive Housing Grant Programs (SAH)”, 2
p.m., 334 Cannon.

February 11, Subcommittee on Health, hearing enti-
tled “Choice Consolidation: Improving VA Community
Care Billing and Reimbursement”, 10 a.m., 334 Cannon.

Committee on Ways and Means, February 10, Full Com-
mittee, hearing on the Department of Health and Human
Services’ (HHS) Fiscal Year 2017 Budget Request, 2
p-m., 1100 Longworth.

February 11, Full Committee, hearing on President
Obama’s budget proposals for fiscal year 2017, 10 a.m.,
1100 Longworth.

Joint Meetings

Commission on Security and Cooperation in Europe: Feb-
ruary 11, to hold hearings to examine an update on the
Organization for Security and Co-operation in Europe, fo-
cusing on religious freedom, anti-Semitism, and rule of

law, 1 p.m., HVC-210.
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Next Meeting of the SENATE
11 a.m., Tuesday, February 9

Senate Chamber

Program for Tuesday: Senate will be in a period of
morning business. At 2:15 p.m., Senate will begin con-
sideration of the nomination of Scot Alan Marciel, of
California, to be Ambassador to the Union of Burma, and
vote on confirmation of the nomination.

(Senate will rvecess from 12:30 p.m. until 2:15 p.m. for their
respective party conferences.)

ment Act, (2) H.R. 3106—Construction Reform Act, (3)
H.R. 2360—Career-Ready Student Veterans Act, (4)
H.R. 3262—to provide for the conveyance of land of the
Illiana Health Care System of the Department of Veterans
Affairs in Danville, Illinois, (5) H.R. 4056—to authorize
the Secretary of Veterans Affairs to convey to the Florida
Department of Veterans Affairs all right, title, and inter-
est of the United States to the property known as “The
Community Living Center” at the Lake Baldwin Veterans
Affairs Outpatient Clinic, Orlando, Florida, (6) H.R.
677—American Heroes COLA Act, (7) H.R. 4437—to
extend the deadline for the submittal of the final report

required by the Commission on Care, (8) H.R. 3234—
VA Medical Center Recovery Act, (9) H.R. 2915—Fe-
male Veteran Suicide Prevention Act, (10) H.R. 3036—
9/11 Memorial Act, (11) H.R. 890—to correct the
boundaries of the John H. Chafee Coastal Barrier Re-
sources System Unit P16, and (12) H.R. 3894—to
amend title 10, United States Code, to require the
prompt notification of State Child Protective Services by
military and civilian personnel of the Department of De-
fense required by law to report suspected instances of
child abuse and neglect.

Next Meeting of the HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
12 noon, Tuesday, February 9

House Chamber

Program for Tuesday: Consideration of the following
measures under suspension of the rules: H.R. 3016—Vet-
erans Employment, Education, and Healthcare Improve-
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