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The Senate met at 11 a.m. and was
called to order by the Honorable BEN-
JAMIN E. NELSON, a Senator from the
State of Nebraska.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Today’s
prayer will be offered by our guest
Chaplain, RADM Barry C. Black, Chief
of Chaplains, U.S. Navy.

PRAYER

The guest Chaplain, RADM Barry C.
Black, offered the following prayer:

Let us pray.

Almighty and most merciful God,
who commanded us to love one an-
other, give us also Your grace to obey
this mandate. Lord, shape our lives
with forbearance. Direct our paths so
that we may find courageous options at
complex crossroads.

Lord, from dullness of conscience,
from feeble sense of duty, from
thoughtless disregard of others, from a
low ideal of the obligations of our posi-
tion, and from all half-heartedness in
our work, save us we pray.

Guide us, teach us, and strengthen us
for the challenges ahead. Shower us
with Your wisdom and do for us more
than we can ask or imagine, according
to Your glorious power. Amen.

——

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The Honorable BENJAMIN E. NELSON
led the Pledge of Allegiance, as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

Senate

APPOINTMENT OF ACTING
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will please read a communication
to the Senate from the President pro
tempore (Mr. BYRD).

The legislative clerk read the fol-
lowing letter:

U.S. SENATE,
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE,
Washington, DC, October 17, 2002.
To the Senate:

Under the provisions of rule I, paragraph 3,
of the Standing Rules of the Senate, I hereby
appoint the Honorable BENJAMIN E. NELSON,
a Senator from the State of Nebraska, to
perform the duties of the Chair.

ROBERT C. BYRD,
President pro tempore.

Mr. NELSON of Nebraska thereupon
assumed the chair as Acting President
pro tempore.

———

RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Under the previous order, the
leadership time is reserved.

———
RECOGNITION OF THE ACTING
MAJORITY LEADER

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The Senator from Nevada is rec-
ognized.

———

SCHEDULE

Mr. REID. Mr. President, it is my un-
derstanding Senator GRASSLEY is on

his way to use some of the time that is
designated for the minority from now
until noon. From noon to 1 o’clock is
under the control of Senator DASCHLE
or his designee. We will have some
speakers during that period of time.

During the rest of the day, we are
going to see what we can do. There
may be some conference reports we can
approve. There may be other business
that can be conducted; that is, as we
wind down in anticipation of a lame-
duck session, about which everybody is
excited.

The majority leader asked me to an-
nounce there will be no rollcall votes
today.

Senator GRASSLEY has arrived, as I
announced he would. I yield the floor.

——————

MORNING BUSINESS

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Under the previous order, there
will now be a period for the transaction
of morning business, with Senators
permitted to speak therein for up to 10
minutes each.

Under the previous order, the time
until 12 noon shall be under the control
of the Republican leader or his des-
ignee.

The Senator from Iowa.

Mr. GRASSLEY. Mr. President, I
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.
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