
Some have sought to 
justify this vicious 
behavior as a response to 
inflammatory material 
posted on the Internet.

I condemn in the strongest 
possible terms the attack on 
our mission in Benghazi 
today.



Two of our officers were killed in 
Benghazi by an Al Queda-like group.

From: H <hrod17@clintonmail.com
Sent: Tuesday, September 11, 2012 
11:12 PM
To: [Redacted]



S: We know that the attack in Libya had 
nothing to do with the film. It was a planned 
attack – not a protest.
K:
S: Your not kidding. Based on the information 
we saw today we believe that the group that 
claimed responsibility for this was affiliated 
with al Qaeda. 

Sent: Wednesday, September 12, 2012 7:11 PM

The Secretary's Call with Egyptian PM Kandil



“Let’s be clear, these protests were in 
reaction to a video that had spread to the 
region . . . [w]e have no information to 
suggest that [Benghazi] was a preplanned 
attack.” 9/14/12
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“[I]t is becoming increasingly clear that the 
series of events in Benghazi was much 
more terrorist attack than a protest which 
escalated into violence. [W]e want to 
distinguish, not conflate, the events in other 
countries with this well-planned attack by 
militant extremists. I have discussed this 
with Charge Hicks and he shares PAS’s 
view.” 9/14/12



“First, brava! This is a historic moment and you will be credited for realizing it.
When Qaddafi himself is finally removed, you should of course make a public statement 
before the cameras wherever you are, even in the driveway of your vacation house. You 
must go on camera. You must establish yourself in the historical record at this moment.
The most important phrase is: “successful strategy.”

***

“Then you can say whatever on future policy—but only after asserting the historic 
success and explaining the reasons why.
This is a very big moment historically and for you. History will tell your part in it. You are 
vindicated. But don’t wait, help Clio now.”

‐E‐mail from Sidney Blumenthal to Hillary Rodham Clinton (Aug. 22, 2011)



I told him that this was a suicide mission; that there was a 
very good chance that everybody here was going to die; that 
there was absolutely no ability here to prevent an attack 

whatever. *** [H]he
said, “everybody back here in D.C. knows that people are
going to die in Benghazi, and nobody cares and nobody

is going to care until somebody does die.”

‐ State Diplomatic Security Agent #10 (April 2, 2015)



We will continue to wait for the findings of the ongoing 
FBI investigation before reaching a final conclusion, but 
at this preliminary stage, time, we have not yet seen any 
signs that the attack on our consulate in Benghazi was 
other than spontaneous. premeditated. or coordinated

‐ E‐mail from NEA press officer to Bernadette Meehan and others (Sept. 17, 2012)



WH very worried about 
the politics. This was all 
their doing.

Off the reservation on five 
networks!

I think Rice was off the 
reservation on this one.
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Since September 11, 2012, there have been 
widespread protests and violence. . . . 
against U.S. and some other diplomatic 
The proximate cause of the violence was 
the . . . video trailer for a film that many 
Muslims find offensive. Diplomatic 
compounds have been breached in several 
countries including Libya[.] In Benghazi, 
Libya four U.S. personnel were killed[.]


