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Suggested itineraries: mm 15 to 30 mins. - 30-60+ mins.

The Giant Bible of Mainz and the Gutenberg Bible were 1
both created in Mainz, Germany, in the early 1450s.

The Giant Bible of Mainz was entirely handwritten by a scribe
with a quill. The Gutenberg Bible was the first book printed
using a movable metal type printing press in Western Europe.

The Jefferson Building was designed to be a library. W
The Great Hall’s decorations, art, and architecture relate to A 11 - A
learning, literature, knowledge, creativity, and achievement. E 7B7 E
The triangular vaults near the ceiling contain names of the | P |
world’s leading writers and thinkers. C @
N m
@ Abel Buell’s New and Correct Map of the United States € FIRST STREET
of North America is the first map of the newly independent
United States compiled, printed, and published in America by Main Reading Room:
an American. Please line up and follow staff directions.

) ) Wait times may be up to 15 minutes.
@ The Main Reading Room (overlook) is the largest and most

elaborate of the Library’s 20 research centers. The plaster
female figures around the room represent 8 subjects for study.
The 16 bronze statues beneath them portray men recognized
for their achievements in these areas, such as art and history.

@ The Waldseemiiller 1507 world map was the first map to
use the name “America.” This is the only known surviving

copy.

® Exploring the Early Americas features selections from the
more than 3,000 rare maps, documents, paintings, prints,
and artifacts that make up the Jay I. Kislak Collection at the
Library of Congress.
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@ British soldiers burned the Capitol in 1814 during the War of E
1812, destroying the Library’s original collections. In January
1815, Congress purchased Thomas Jefferson’s personal

1G]
collection of 6,487 books to re-establish the Library. Interactives
EXIT, RESTROOMS AND SHOP AT GROUND LEVEL






