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Opposite: Spring flowers, Brumidi Corridors  
(North Corridor).

This project owes its existence to the leadership and support of Secretary of the  
Senate Nancy Erickson. Her commitment to the preservation of the historic spaces,  
furnishings, and art in the Senate wing of the Capitol reflects her sincere regard for the 
Senate as an institution. Senate Curator Diane K. Skvarla provided the impetus for this 
book and guided the effort with thoughtful advice every step of the way.

A publication like this relies upon the contributions of many people, especially the dis-
tinguished authors of chapters in this book, each of whom brought unique expertise and 
perspective to the project. I wish to thank a number of historians, curators, and profession-
als across a variety of fields who lent their time and knowledge. Smithsonian Institution 
specialists helped identify the species of birds and insects in Brumidi’s murals: Curator of 
Birds Gary R. Graves, Curator of Lepidoptera Robert K. Robbins, and Curator of Natural 
History Rare Books Leslie Overstreet. Cartographer Jacqueline V. Nolan of the Library 
of Congress Congressional Cartography Program produced the Appendix B map that pin-
points geographic locations depicted in Brumidi’s landscape medallions. Conservators Laurie 
Timm, Christy Cunningham-Adams, Bill Lewin, and Davida Kovner explained procedures 
and offered images to bring their specialized field to life in these pages.

In reviewing the manuscript, Architect of the Capitol Curator Barbara A. Wolanin shared 
her expertise on Brumidi’s life and work, as well as her knowledge gained from manag-
ing the conservation of Brumidi’s murals at the U.S. Capitol. Architectural Historian of 
the Capitol Emeritus William C. Allen generously provided review and valuable advice. 
Heartfelt thanks also go to the historians and art historians from outside the Senate who so 
kindly helped review and refine the manuscript, including Patricia LaBounty, Union Pacific 
Railroad Museum; Aileen Laing, Sweet Briar College; Charles V. Mutschler, Eastern Western 
University; Dave Shackelford, Baltimore and Ohio Railroad Museum; Gray Sweeny, Arizona 
State University; and Glenn Willumson, University of Florida.  Bruce Burton, U.S. Depart-
ment of State, provided critical insight and solved unique challenges that arose during the 
process of compiling this publication. 
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The staff of the Office of Senate Curator gave much appreciated support throughout the 
endeavor. Associate Curator Melinda Smith, Administrator Scott Strong, and Registrar 
Courtney Morfeld contributed to some of the shorter pieces in the book. Historic Preserva-
tion Officer Kelly Steele and Museum Specialist Richard Doerner took on fact-checking and 
caption writing. Collections Specialist Theresa Malanum orchestrated photography of Sen-
ate collection objects, particularly of Brumidi’s oil on canvas sketches. She and Mr. Doerner 
also helped prepare several of the Capitol’s rooms for photo shoots, while Executive Assistant 
Bryant Stukes and Collections Manager Deborah Wood helped review proofs as needed. 
Two student interns, Meredith Mitchell and Anna DiSilvestro, assisted with research. I am 
grateful for the help provided by each dedicated member of the Senate Curator’s Office. 

Additional colleagues in the Office of the Secretary of the Senate enhanced the character of 
the publication. From the Senate Historical Office, Historian Don Ritchie, Associate His-
torian Betty Koed, and Historical Editor Beth Hahn bestowed their knowledge and advice. 
Dot Svendson with the Executive Office lent her artistic eye. Staff members of the Senate 
Library, under the guidance of Senate Librarian Leona Faust, provided invaluable services. 
Nancy Kervin, reference librarian, accepted each research challenge with an adventurer’s 
sense of discovery, and her colleague Brian McLaughlin supported the project in ways too 
many to list. The Secretary’s Information Systems Office provided swift and helpful technical 
support during the process of creating the book.

This publication was a group effort that reached across many divisions, thanks to the staff of 
the Senate Sergeant at Arms Terrance W. Gainer and the Architect of the Capitol Stephen T. 
Ayers. A debt of gratitude is owed to Hilarie Gaylin, Senate Office of Education and Train-
ing, who undertook the task of editing over and above her many other responsibilities. Ms. 
Gaylin helped bring order and consistency to writings by multiple authors. I thank her for 
her expert and generous assistance.

To help illustrate this publication, Avon Ashton with the Senate Sergeant at Arms Office of 
Printing, Graphics, and Direct Mail managed the technical challenges of digitizing fragile, 
historic books that are works of art in their own right. Becky Daugherty, Senate Sergeant 
at Arms protocol officer, supported our frequent requests for permission to photograph the 
Capitol’s interiors. Eric Paff with the Architect of the Capitol Curator’s Office supplied con-
servation images and helped edit Dr. Wolanin’s chapter.
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It was a special pleasure to collaborate with the Architect of the Capitol Photography Branch. 
Michael Dunn, chief of photography, provided a wealth of images, as well as his staff’s time. 
Architectural photographer James Rosenthal’s technical prowess and artistic grace greatly 
expanded the design possibilities of the book. The double spread on pages viii-ix showcases 
his photograph of the stately Brumidi Corridors. Overcoming the considerable optical and 
lighting challenges posed by the space, Mr. Rosenthal assembled a number of exposures into 
a single image that conveys the lofty feeling of standing at the barrel-vaulted corridors’ cross 
point. No previous photograph or illustration has captured so effectively the gravitas of the 
monumental Brumidi Corridors and the union of Thomas U. Walter’s architecture with 
Constantino Brumidi’s painting.

The many fine professionals employed by the Government Printing Office turned the con-
cept for a book on Brumidi into a finished product. Jessica Reynolds, visual information 
specialist, carried out the imaginative design and lavished attention on details large and small. 
With great patience and kindness, Sarah A. Wheeling, senior printing specialist, guided the 
preparation and production of the book, and she provided exceptional support throughout 
the lengthy and complex process. The expertise of Mary Ann Ullrich, assistant director of 
Congressional Publishing, enriched the book in a great many ways, and her enthusiasm and 
discerning eye were invaluable. I would like to thank Roger Jack, Sarah Jackson, and John 
Carey, printing services specialists with Quality Control, who provided helpful technical 
advice and guidance through the printing process. The efforts of Agency Publishing Services 
Team Two were also important in ensuring the quality of the printed book.

Over the years, the support and stewardship of congressional leaders have helped advance 
the programs necessary to safeguard and document the art of the U.S. Capitol for future 
generations. Special mention should be made to those who have cared for and have taken 
an interest in Constantino Brumidi’s art since the artist completed his first fresco in 1855. 
The preservation and interpretation of Brumidi’s historic works have been made possible by 
behind-the-scenes efforts of individuals, in all capacities and walks of life, both past and pres-
ent. It is a privilege to work in this beautiful building, to care for its stately interiors, and to 
share Brumidi’s heritage through this publication. 

Amy Elizabeth Burton
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