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USDA’s Farm Service Agency Expands 
Bridges to Opportunity Nationwide 
The U.S. Department of Agriculture’s (USDA) Farm Service Agency 
(FSA) announced the expansion of a unique service for farmers. FSA’s 
Bridges to Opportunity program provides a one-stop-shop that connects 
producers with resources, programs and educational services offered 
across the department, as well as from other USDA partner 
organizations. Bridges to Opportunity, which currently provides 
enhanced customer support to more than 150,000 customers in 20 
states, will expand to serve customers across the country before the 
end of the month using fiscal year 2016 funds.   

FSA’s presence in over 2,100 county offices, in nearly every rural 
county, puts the agency in a unique position to partner with non-
governmental organizations to reach thousands of agricultural 
producers who can benefit from the programs and services.  Bridges to 
Opportunity allows FSA employees to search and obtain a list of all 
local, state, regional and national organizations that may be able to 
assist local producers with their specific need.  For example, FSA’s 
Houston County office in Texas partnered with many agricultural 
organizations to serve producers affected by severe drought.  When 
drought-stricken agricultural producers came to the county office 
looking for assistance, FSA employees were able to provide traditional 
services, such as the Livestock Forage Program and the Emergency 
loan program administered by FSA, as well as connect local farmers 
with local, regional, and national organizations that provide drought 
assistance and education.  

Bridges to Opportunity was developed by FSA to provide producers 
with a more comprehensive customer service experience by connecting 
them with other USDA agencies and nonfederal partners. Through 
Bridges to Opportunity, FSA county office employees have the tools to 
connect farmers and anyone interested in agriculture with customized 
expertise on topics including organic production, beginning farmer 
resources, integrated pest management, disaster assistance, 
conservation practices, agricultural educational courses, loans, grants 
and other financial assistance that can start, grow or benefit 
farming operations.  

For more information about Bridges to Opportunity, please contact your 
local FSA county office.  
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USDA Makes it Easier to Transfer Land to the Next Generation of 
Farmers 
Allows for Transfer of Certain Conservation Reserve Program Land to New Farmers; Provides Priority 
Enrollment in Working Lands Conservation Programs   

USDA will offer an early termination opportunity for certain Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) 
contracts, making it easier to transfer property to the next generation of farmers, including family 
members. The land that is eligible for the early termination is among the least environmentally sensitive 
land enrolled in CRP.  

This change to the CRP program is just one of many that USDA has implemented based on 
recommendations from the Land Tenure Advisory Subcommittee formed by Agriculture Secretary Tom 
Vilsack in 2015.   

Normally if a landowner terminates a CRP contract early, they are required to repay all previous 
payments plus interest. The new policy waives this repayment if the land is transferred to a beginning 
farmer through a sale or lease with an option to buy. With CRP enrollment close to the Congressionally-
mandated cap of 24 million acres, the early termination will also allow USDA to enroll other land with 
higher conservation value elsewhere.  

Acres terminated early from CRP under these land tenure provisions will be eligible for priority enrollment 
consideration into the CRP Grasslands, if eligible; or the Conservation Stewardship Program or 
Environmental Quality Incentives Program, as determined by the Natural Resources Conservation 
Service.  

According to the Tenure, Ownership and Transition of Agricultural Land survey, conducted by USDA in 
2014, U.S. farmland owners expect to transfer 93 million acres to new ownership during 2015-2019. This 
represents 10 percent of all farmland across the nation. For more information about CRP and to find out if 
your acreage is eligible for early contract termination, contact your local Farm Service Agency (FSA) 
office or go online at www.fsa.usda.gov/crp. To locate your local FSA office, visit http://offices.usda.gov. 

 

USDA Encourages Producers to Consider Risk Protection 
Coverage before Crop Sales Deadlines 
The USDA Farm Service Agency reminds producers to review available USDA crop risk protection 
options, including federal crop insurance and Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) 
coverage, before the applicable crop sales deadline.  

Federal crop insurance covers crop losses from natural adversities such as drought, hail and excessive 
moisture. NAP covers losses from natural disasters on crops for which no permanent federal crop 
insurance program is available, including perennial grass forage and grazing crops, fruits, vegetables, 
mushrooms, floriculture, ornamental nursery, aquaculture, turf grass, ginseng, honey, syrup, bioenergy, 
and industrial crops.  

The NAP application closing date for annual spring/summer planted crops is March 15, 2017.  This list 
includes, but not limited to, the following:  beans, beets, broccoli, brussel sprouts, cabbage, canola, 
cantaloupes, carrots, cauliflower, corn, cucumbers, eggplant, garlic, greens, herbs, honeydew, hops, 
lettuce, oats, okra, onions, peas, peppers, potatoes, pumpkins, radishes, sorghum, squash, tomatillos, 
tomatoes, and watermelon. 

USDA has partnered with Michigan State University and the University of Illinois to create an online tool 
at www.fsa.usda.gov/nap that allows producers to determine whether their crops are eligible for federal 
crop insurance or NAP and to explore the best level of protection for their operation. NAP basic coverage 
is available at 55 percent of the average market price for crop losses that exceed 50 percent of expected 
production, with higher levels of coverage, up to 65 percent of their expected production at 100 percent 
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of the average market price available, including coverage for organics and crops marketed directly to 
consumers. Crops intended for grazing are not eligible for additional NAP coverage.   

Federal crop insurance coverage is sold and delivered solely through private insurance agents. Agent 
lists are available at all USDA Service Centers or at USDA’s online Agent Locator: 
http://prodwebnlb.rma.usda.gov/apps/AgentLocator/#. Producers can use the USDA Cost Estimator, 
https://ewebapp.rma.usda.gov/apps/costestimator/Default.aspx, to predict insurance premium costs.  

For more information on NAP, service fees, premiums and sales deadlines, contact your local FSA county 
office or visit the web at www.fsa.usda.gov/nap. 

 
USDA Offers Targeted Farm Loan Funding for Underserved 
Groups and Beginning Farmers 
The USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA) reminds producers that FSA offers targeted farm ownership and 
farm operating loans to assist underserved applicants as well as beginning farmers.  

USDA defines underserved applicants as a group whose members have been subjected to racial, ethnic, 
or gender prejudice because of their identity as members of the group without regard to their individual 
qualities. For farm loan program purposes, targeted underserved groups are women, African Americans, 
American Indians and Alaskan Natives, Hispanics and Asians and Pacific Islanders.   

Underserved or beginning farmers who cannot obtain commercial credit from a bank can apply for either 
FSA direct loans or guaranteed loans. Direct loans are made to applicants by FSA. Guaranteed loans are 
made by lending institutions who arrange for FSA to guarantee the loan. FSA can guarantee up to 95 
percent of the loss of principal and interest on a loan. The FSA guarantee allows lenders to make 
agricultural credit available to producers who do not meet the lender's normal underwriting criteria.   

The direct and guaranteed loan program provides for two types of loans:  farm ownership loans and farm 
operating loans. In addition to customary farm operating and ownership loans, FSA now offers Microloans 
through the direct loan program. The focus of Microloans is on the financing needs of small, beginning 
farmer, niche and non-traditional farm operations. Microloans are available for both ownership and 
operating finance needs. To learn more about microloans, visit www.fsa.usda.gov/microloans.   

To qualify as a beginning producer, the individual or entity must meet the eligibility requirements outlined 
for direct or guaranteed loans. Additionally, individuals and all entity members must have operated a farm 
for less than 10 years. Applicants must materially or substantially participate in the operation.   

For more information on FSA’s farm loan programs and targeted underserved and beginning farmer 
guidelines, visit www.fsa.usda.gov/farmloans. 

 
Loan Servicing 
There are options for Farm Service Agency loan customers during financial stress. If you are a borrower 
who is unable to make payments on a loan, contact your local FSA Farm Loan Manager to learn about 
the options available to you.  

 
2014, 2015, 2016 and 2017 Average Adjusted Gross Income 
Compliance Reviews 
The AGI verification and compliance reviews for 2014, 2015, 2016 and 2017 are conducted on producers 
who the IRS indicated may have exceeded the adjusted gross income limitations described in [7 CFR 
1400.500]. Based on this review, producers will receive determinations of eligibility or ineligibility.  
 
If the producer is determined to have exceeded the average AGI limitation of $900,000, receivables will 
be established for payments earned directly or indirectly by the producer subject to the $900,000 
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limitation. The Indiana FSA Office has begun notifying producers selected for review. If you have any 
questions about the review process or determinations, please contact the Indiana FSA Office at 317-290-
3315. Producers who receive initial debt notification letters may only appeal the amount of the debt to 
their local FSA office. Payment eligibility adverse determinations become administratively final 30 days 
from the date of the payment eligibility adverse determination letter and can only be reopened if 
exceptional circumstances exist that prevented the producer from timely filing the appeal. 

 
Unauthorized Disposition of Grain 
If loan grain has been disposed of through feeding, selling or any other form of disposal without prior 
written authorization from the county office staff, it is considered unauthorized disposition. The financial 
penalties for unauthorized dispositions are severe and a producer’s name will be placed on a loan 
violation list for a two-year period.  Always call before you haul any grain under loan. 

 
AskFSA 
Are you looking for answers to your FSA questions?  Then ASK FSA at askfsa.custhelp.com.   

AskFSA is an online resource that helps you easily find information and answers to your FSA questions 
no matter where you are or what device you use.  It is for ALL customers, including underserved farmers 
and ranchers who wish to be enrolled in FSA loans, farm, and conservation programs.   

Through AskFSA you can:   

• Access our knowledge base 24/7  
• Receive answers to your questions faster  
• Submit a question and receive a timely response from an FSA expert  
• Get notifications when answers important to you and your farming operation are updated  
• Customize your account settings and view responses at any time  

 
Dates to Remember 
Continuing through August 1, 2017: Enrollment for 2017 Agriculture Risk Coverage (ARC) and Price 
Loss Coverage (PLC) programs 
January 31: Deadline to file Tree Assistance Program (TAP) application 
February 2: Deadline to apply for Loan Deficiency Payments (LDP) for unshorn pelts produced during the 
2016 crop year 
February 20: Offices closed in observance of George Washington's Birthday 
March 15: NAP application closing date for beans, beets, broccoli, brussel sprouts, cabbage, canola, 
cantaloupes, carrots, cauliflower, corn, cucumbers, eggplant, garlic, greens, herbs, honeydew, hops,  
lettuce, oats, okra, onions, peas, peppers, potatoes, pumpkins, radishes, sorghum, squash, tomatillos, 
tomatoes, and watermelon 
March 20: Organic producers and handlers can begin to apply for organic cost share assistance 
March 31: Final date to obtain loans or Loan Deficiency Payments (LDP) on 2016 harvested small grains 

 
USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination, write: 
USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 Independence Ave., 
SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer Service), (800) 877-8339 
(Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users). 
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