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USDA Market Facilitation Program 
USDA launched the trade mitigation package aimed at assisting 
farmers suffering from damage due to unjustified trade retaliation 
by foreign nations. Producers of certain commodities can now 
sign up for the Market Facilitation Program (MFP). 

USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) will administer MFP to 
provide payments to corn, cotton, dairy, hog, sorghum, soybean, 
wheat, shelled almond, and fresh sweet cherry producers. An 
announcement about further payments will be made in the 
coming months, if warranted.  

The sign-up period for MFP runs through Jan. 15, 2019, with 
information and instructions provided at 
www.farmers.gov/mfp. MFP provides payments to producers of 
eligible commodities who have been significantly impacted by 
actions of foreign governments resulting in the loss of traditional 
exports. Eligible producers should apply after harvest is 
complete, as payments will only be issued once production is 
reported.  

A payment will be issued on 50 percent of the producer’s total 
production, multiplied by the MFP rate for a specific 
commodity. A second payment period, if warranted, will be 
determined by the USDA. 

For a list of initial MFP payments rates, view the MFP Fact 
Sheet. 

MFP payments are capped per person or legal entity as follows: 

• A combined $125,000 for eligible crop commodities 
• A combined $125,000 for dairy production and hogs 
• A combined $125,000 for fresh sweet cherries and 

almonds 
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Applicants must also have an average adjusted gross income for 
tax years 2014, 2015, and 2016 of less than $900,000. 
Applicants must also comply with the provisions of the Highly 
Erodible Land and Wetland Conservation regulations. 

Expanded Hog Timeline  

USDA has expanded the timeline for producers with whom the 
Aug. 1, 2018, date does not accurately represent the number of 
head of live hogs they own. Producers may now choose any 
date between July 15 to Aug. 15, 2018 that correctly reflects 
their actual operation. 

MFP applications are available online at www.farmers.gov/mfp. 
Applications can be completed at a local FSA office or submitted 
electronically either by scanning, emailing, or faxing. To locate or 
contact your local FSA office, visit www.farmers.gov. 

 

 
Sign in/Sign up! 
Farmers and agricultural producers have new online options to access U.S. Department of 
Agriculture (USDA) programs. Through USDA’s new streamlined process, producers doing 
business as an individual can now register, track and manage their applications for the Market 
Facilitation Program (MFP) and 2017 Wildfires Hurricanes Indemnity Program (2017 WHIP) on the 
secure and convenient www.farmers.gov. Currently, USDA eAuthentication does not have the 
mechanism to issue accounts to businesses, corporations, other entities, or for anyone acting on 
behalf of another individual or entity. Producers, doing business as an individual, first need to sign 
up for Level 2 eAuthentication access. 

• Step 1: Create an online account at www.eauth.usda.gov. 
• Step 2: Complete identity verification by either using the online self-service identity 

verification method or by completing the identity verification in-person at your USDA Service 
Center. 

• Step 3: Contact your local USDA Service Center to have your new Level 2 account linked 
with your USDA customer record. 

• Step 4: You’re enrolled and ready to log in! 

Or go to your local USDA Service Center and our supportive staff will help you sign up for Level 2 
Access right in the office! They will get you online so you can create an online account at 
www.farmers.gov/sign-in. You’ll complete identity verification right on the spot. You’re enrolled! 
Users with a secure Level 2 eAuthentication ID, linked to their USDA customer record, can apply for 
select USDA programs, view and print farm maps and farm records data. Enrolling is easy! Visit 
www.farmers.gov/sign-in to learn more. 

To locate a service center near you or use online services not requiring eAuthentication access, visit 
www.farmers.gov. For technical assistance, call the eAuthentication help desk at 1-800-457-3642. 

 
FSA Encourages Farmers to Vote in County Committee 
Elections  
USDA will begin mailing ballots to eligible voters for the 2018 Farm Service Agency County 
Committee Elections on Nov. 5. The deadline to return the ballots to local FSA offices is Dec. 3, 
2018. 
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County committee members are an important component of the operations of FSA and provide a 
link between the agricultural community and USDA. Farmers and ranchers elected to county 
committees help deliver FSA programs at the local level, applying their knowledge and judgment to 
make decisions on commodity price support programs; conservation programs; incentive indemnity 
and disaster programs for some commodities; emergency programs and eligibility. FSA committees 
operate within official regulations designed to carry out federal laws. 

To be an eligible voter, farmers must participate or cooperate in an FSA program. A person who is 
not of legal voting age but supervises and conducts the farming operations of an entire farm, may 
also be eligible to vote. 

Eligible voters who do not receive a ballot can obtain one from their local USDA Service Center. 
Dec. 3, 2018, is the last day for voters to submit ballots in person to local USDA Service Centers. 
Ballots returned by mail must also be postmarked no later than Dec. 3. Newly elected committee 
members will take office Jan. 1, 2019. 

More information on county committees, such as the new 2018 fact sheet, can be found on the FSA 
website at www.fsa.usda.gov/elections or at a local USDA Service Center. 

 
Filing CCC-941 Adjusted Gross Income (AGI) Certifications 
Many producers have experienced delays in receiving Agriculture Risk Coverage (ARC) and Price 
Loss Coverage (PLC) payments, Loan Deficiency Payments (LDPs) and Market Gains on Marketing 
Assistance Loans (MALs) because they have not filed form CCC-941, Adjusted Gross Income 
Certification. No program payment can be issued to an eligible producer, including landowners who 
share in the crop, without a valid CCC-941 on file in the county office. 

Producers without a valid CCC-941 on file for the applicable crop year will not receive payments. All 
farm operator/tenants/owners who have not filed a CCC-941 and have pending payments should 
IMMEDIATELY file the form with their recording county FSA office. Farm operators and tenants are 
encouraged to ensure that their landowners have filed the form. 

FSA can accept the CCC-941 for 2015, 2016, 2017 and 2018. Unlike the past, producers must have 
the CCC-941 certifying their AGI compliance before any payments can be issued. 

 
Update Your Records 
FSA is cleaning up our producer record database. If you have any unreported changes of address 
or zip code or an incorrect name or business name on file they need to be reported to our office. 
Changes in your farm operation, like the addition of a farm by lease or purchase, need to be 
reported to our office as well. Producers participating in FSA and NRCS programs are required to 
timely report changes in their farming operation to the County Committee in writing and update their 
CCC-902 Farm Operating Plan. 

If you have any updates or corrections, please call your local FSA office to update your records.  
 

Clearing Wooded Areas, Draining, or Bringing New Land Into 
Production 
Agricultural producers are reminded to consult with FSA and NRCS before breaking out new ground 
for production purposes as doing so without prior authorization may put a producer’s federal farm 
program benefits in jeopardy. This is especially true for land that must meet Highly Erodible Land 
(HEL) and Wetland Conservation (WC) provisions. 
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Producers with HEL determined soils are required to apply tillage, crop residue and rotational 
requirements as specified in their conservation plan.  

Producers should notify FSA as a first point of contact prior to conducting land clearing or drainage 
type projects to ensure the proposed actions meet compliance criteria such as clearing any trees to 
create new cropland, then these areas will need to be reviewed to ensure such work will not risk 
your eligibility for benefits. 

Landowners and operators complete the form AD-1026 - Highly Erodible Land Conservation 
(HELC) and Wetland Conservation (WC) Certification to identify the proposed action and allow FSA 
to determine whether a referral to Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) for further 
review is necessary.   

 
2019 Acreage Reporting Dates 
In order to comply with FSA program eligibility requirements, all producers are encouraged to visit 
your local county FSA office to file an accurate crop certification report by the applicable deadline.  

Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) policy holders should note that the acreage 
reporting date for NAP covered crops is the earlier of the dates listed below or 15 calendar days 
before grazing or harvesting of the crop begins.  

The following acreage reporting dates are applicable for Indiana:  

January 2 - Honey 
January 15 - Apples 
June 15 - Cucumbers (Planted 5/1-5/31 in Knox County) 
July 15 - Cucumbers (Planted 5/10-6/15 in all counties), all other crops 
August 15 - Cucumbers (Planted 6/16-8/5 in Fulton, LaPorte, Porter, and St. Joseph Counties) 
September 15 - Cucumbers (Planted 6/1-8/15 in Knox County) 
September 30 - Value Loss and Controlled Environment Crop (for the coming program year) 
December 15 - Fall Mint, Fall-Seeded Small Grains 

The following exceptions apply to the above acreage reporting dates:  

• If the crop has not been planted by the above acreage reporting date, then the acreage 
must be reported no later than 15 calendar days after planting is completed.   

• If a producer acquires additional acreage after the above acreage reporting date, then the 
acreage must be reported no later than 30 calendar days after purchase or acquiring the 
lease. Appropriate documentation must be provided to the county office.   

• If a perennial forage crop is reported with the intended use of “cover only,” “green manure,” 
“left standing,” or “seed,” then the acreage must be reported by July 15th.   

• Cucumbers and crops for NAP coverage may have dates not included on the chart 
above.  Visit your local county office for details.   

For questions regarding crop certification and crop loss reports, please contact your local county 
FSA office. 

 
Guaranteed Loan Program 
FSA guaranteed loans allow lenders to provide agricultural credit to farmers who do not meet the 
lender's normal underwriting criteria. Farmers and ranchers apply for a guaranteed loan through a 
lender, and the lender arranges for the guarantee. FSA can guarantee up to 95 percent of the loss 
of principal and interest on a loan. Guaranteed loans can be used for both farm ownership and 
operating purposes. 
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Guaranteed farm ownership loans can be used to purchase farmland, construct or repair buildings, 
develop farmland to promote soil and water conservation or to refinance debt. 

Guaranteed operating loans can be used to purchase livestock, farm equipment, feed, seed, fuel, 
farm chemicals, insurance and other operating expenses. 

FSA can guarantee farm ownership and operating loans up to $1,429,000. Repayment terms vary 
depending on the type of loan, collateral and the producer's ability to repay the loan. Operating 
loans are normally repaid within seven years and farm ownership loans are not to exceed 40 years. 

Please contact your lender or local FSA farm loan office for more information on guaranteed loans. 
 

Loan Servicing 
There are options for Farm Service Agency loan customers during financial stress. If you are a 
borrower who is unable to make payments on a loan, contact your local FSA Farm Loan Manager to 
learn about the options available to you. 

 
Dates to Remember 
Continuing through January 15, 2019: Market Facilitation Program (MFP) Sign-up 
November 4: Final date to submit a prevented planting claim for 2019 fall wheat with 10/20 final 
plant date 
November 5:  County committee election ballots mailed to eligible voters 
November 12: Offices closed in observance of Veteran’s Day 
November 15: Final date to submit a prevented planting claim for 2019 fall wheat with 10/31 final 
plant date 
November 15: NAP application closing date for perennial grazing and forage crops (alfalfa, grass, 
mixed forages, clover, etc.) 
November 20: NAP application closing date for apples, apricots, aronia (chokeberry), asparagus, 
blueberries, caneberries, cherries, grapes, hops, nectarines, peaches, pears, plums, strawberries 
November 22: Offices closed in observance of Thanksgiving Day 
December 1: NAP application closing date for honey for the following year 
December 3: Final application for payment for 2017 ELAP, LIP, LFP for losses occurring 10/1/2016 
to 9/30/2017 
December 3: Final application for payment for 2018 ELAP for losses occurring 10/1/2017 to 
9/30/2018 
December 3: County committee election ballots returned to FSA Office (in person or postmarked by 
mail) 
December 15: Reporting date for 2019 fall mint, fall-seeded small grains 
December 25: Offices closed in observance of Christmas Day 

 
USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination, 
write: USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 
Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer 
Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users). 
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