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CRP Participants Must Maintain
Approved Cover on Acreages Enrolled in
CRP and Farm Programs

Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) participants are responsible
for ensuring the approved practice cover is maintained to control
erosion throughout the life of the contract after the practice has
been established. Participants must also control undesirable
vegetation, weeds (including noxious weeds), insects and rodents
that may pose a threat to existing cover or adversely impact other
landowners in the area.

All CRP maintenance activities, such as mowing, burning, disking
and spraying, must be conducted outside the primary nesting or
brood rearing season for wildlife, which for Ohio is March 1 through
July 15. However, spot treatment of the acreage may be allowed
during the primary nesting or brood rearing season if, left untreated,
the weeds, insects or undesirable species would adversely impact
the approved cover. In this instance, spot treatment is limited to the
affected areas in the field and requires County Committee approval
prior to beginning the spot treatment. The County Committee will
consult with NRCS to determine if such activities are needed to
maintain the approved cover.
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Production Adjustment, Annual mowing of CRP for generic weed control, or for cosmetic

Compliance and Risk purposes, is prohibited at all times.

Management Chief:

Matt Kleski

State Committee Members: OaVE Time —Make an Appointment with
Trish Levering, Chair FSA

Ronnie Clifton

Daryl Knipp To insure maximum use of your time and to insure that you are
Chase E’owell afforded our full attention to your important business needs, please
Joe Steiner call our office ahead of your visit to set an appointment and to

discuss any records or documentation that you may need to have

with you when you arrive for your appointment.
Visit the Ohio FSA website for

additional information at:
www.fsa.usda.gov/oh

USDA Launches Trade Mitigation Programs

USDA launched the trade mitigation package aimed at assisting farmers suffering from damage due
to unjustified trade retaliation by foreign nations. Producers of certain commodities can now sign up
for the Market Facilitation Program (MFP).

USDA provided details in August of the programs to be employed. USDA’s Farm Service Agency
(FSA) will administer the Market Facilitation Program (MFP) to provide payments to corn, cotton,
dairy, hog, sorghum, soybean, and wheat producers. An announcement about further payments will
be made in the coming months, if warranted. USDA is currently working to determine how to
address market disruptions for producers of almonds and sweet cherries.

The sign-up period for MFP is now open and runs through Jan. 15, 2019, with information and
instructions provided at www.farmers.gov/mfp. MFP provides payments to cotton, corn, dairy, hog,
sorghum, soybean, and wheat producers who have been significantly impacted by actions of foreign
governments resulting in the loss of traditional exports. Eligible producers should apply after
harvest is complete, as payments will only be issued once production is reported.

A payment will be issued on 50 percent of the producer’s total production, multiplied by the MFP
rate for a specific commodity. A second payment period, if warranted, will be determined by the
USDA.

Market Facilitation Program

Commodity Est. Initial Payment** Initial Payment Rate (in $1,000s)
Cotton $0.06/Ib. $276,900

Corn $0.01/bu. $96,000

Dairy (milk) $0.12/cwt. $127,400

Pork (hogs) $8.00/head $290,300

Soybeans $1.65/bu. $3,629,700

Sorghum $0.86/bu. $156,800

Wheat $0.14/bu. $119,200

Total $4,696,300

**|nitial payment rate on 50% of production
MFP payments are limited to a combined $125,000 for corn, cotton, sorghum, soybeans, and wheat

capped per person or legal entity. MFP payments are also limited to a combined $125,000 for dairy
and hog producers. Applicants must also have an average adjusted gross income for tax years
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2014, 2015, and 2016 of less than $900,000. Applicants must also comply with the provisions of the
Highly Erodible Land and Wetland Conservation regulations.

For more further information, view the MEP factsheet or contact your County FSA office.

FSA Offers Safety Net Programs for Honeybee Producers

FSA administers two programs that have specific safety net benefits for producers of honeybees
and honey. The Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) and the Emergency
Assistance for Livestock, Honeybees and Farm-Raised Fish Program (ELAP) assist producers
when disasters impact honey production or damage or destroy colonies, hives or honeybee feed.

NAP is designed to reduce financial losses when natural disasters result in lower yields or crop
losses, including honey. NAP coverage is equivalent to catastrophic insurance, meaning it covers
up to 50 percent of a producer’s normal yield (must have at least a 50 percent loss) at 55 percent of
the average market price. The NAP service fee is the lesser of $250 per crop or $750 per producer
per administrative county, not to exceed a total of $1,875 for a producer with farming interests in
multiple counties. Eligible causes of loss include drought, freeze, hail, excessive moisture,
excessive wind, hurricanes, earthquake, flood, and conditions related to damaging weather such as
excessive heat, plant disease, volcanic smog or insect infestation.

Producers must apply for NAP coverage by Nov. 20 prior to the year for which they are seeking
coverage.

ELAP covers colony losses, hive losses and the loss of purchased feed intended for honeybees.
For colony losses, producers must have losses in excess of normal mortality (normal mortality is 22
percent) as a direct result of an eligible adverse weather event or loss condition. For hive losses,
the hive must have been damaged or destroyed as a result of an eligible adverse weather event or
loss condition. Eligible adverse weather or loss conditions include Colony Collapse Disorder (for
colony losses only), earthquake, eligible winter storm (colony loss only), excessive wind, flood,
hurricane, lighting, tornado, volcanic eruption and wildfire. For purchased feed, the program covers
feed purchased above normal quantities to sustain bees during an eligible adverse weather event or
loss condition. Under ELAP the producer must provide documentation that best management
practices are being followed.

Both the NAP and ELAP programs require producers to report the number of colonies they have in
production to FSA by Jan. 2, 2019. Honeybee producers must notify FSA within 30 calendar days
of changes in the total number of colonies or when honeybees are moved to another county.

For ELAP, producers must notify FSA within 30 calendar days of when a loss occurs or from when
the loss is apparent. Producers with NAP coverage must file a Notice of Loss within 15 days of the
occurrence of the disaster or when losses become apparent.

To learn more about programs for honey and honeybee producers, contact your County FSA office.

USDA Offers Targeted Farm Loan Funding for Underserved
Groups and Beginning Farmers

The USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA) reminds producers that FSA offers targeted farm ownership
and farm operating loans to assist underserved applicants as well as beginning farmers.

USDA defines underserved applicants as a group whose members have been subjected to racial,

ethnic, or gender prejudice because of their identity as members of the group without regard to their
individual qualities. For farm loan program purposes, targeted underserved groups are women,
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African Americans, American Indians and Alaskan Natives, Hispanics and Asians and Pacific
Islanders.

Underserved or beginning farmers and ranchers who cannot obtain commercial credit from a bank
can apply for either FSA direct loans or guaranteed loans. Direct loans are made to applicants by
FSA. Guaranteed loans are made by lending institutions who arrange for FSA to guarantee the
loan. FSA can guarantee up to 95 percent of the loss of principal and interest on a loan. The FSA
guarantee allows lenders to make agricultural credit available to producers who do not meet the
lender's normal underwriting criteria.

The direct and guaranteed loan program provides for two types of loans: farm ownership loans and
farm operating loans. In addition to customary farm operating and ownership loans, FSA now offers
Microloans through the direct loan program. The focus of Microloans is on the financing needs of
small, beginning farmer, niche and non-traditional farm operations. Microloans are available for both
ownership and operating finance needs. To learn more about microloans, visit
www.fsa.usda.gov/microloans.

To qualify as a beginning producer, the individual or entity must meet the eligibility requirements
outlined for direct or guaranteed loans. Additionally, individuals and all entity members must have
operated a farm for less than 10 years. Applicants must materially or substantially participate in the
operation.

For more information on FSA’s farm loan programs and targeted underserved and beginning farmer
guidelines, visit www.fsa.usda.gov/farmloans.

Dates to Remember

Sept. 4 ---- Deadline to obtain 2019 NAP coverage for Nursery and Ornamental Nursery.
Oct. 1 ----- Deadline to obtain 2019 NAP coverage for Winter Wheat, Rye, Barley and Speltz.
Oct. 8 ----- Columbus Day Holiday. FSA Offices Closed.

Nov. 5 ---- County committee ballots mailed to voters.

Nov. 12 --- Veterans Day Holiday. FSA Offices Closed.

Nov. 15 --- The final acreage reporting deadline for perennial forage crops.

Nov. 20 --- Last day to apply for coverage for asparagus, blueberries, caneberries, cherries,
chestnuts, forage for hay and pasture, grapes, nectarines, peaches, pears, plums, strawberries,
honey, hops and maple syrup.

Nov. 22 --- Thanksgiving Day Holiday. FSA Offices Closed.

Dec. 3 ----- Last day to return voted Ballots in county committee election.

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination,
write: USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400

Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer
Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users).
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