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Census of Agriculture Countdown Begins for 
America’s Farmers and Ranchers 
America’s farmers and ranchers will soon have the opportunity to 
strongly represent agriculture in their communities and industry by taking 
part in the 2017 Census of Agriculture. Conducted every five years by the 
U.S. Department of Agriculture’s (USDA) National Agricultural Statistics 
Service (NASS), the census, to be mailed at the end of this year, is a 
complete count of all U.S. farms, ranches, and those who operate them. 

The Census of Agriculture highlights land use and ownership, operator 
characteristics, production practices, income and expenditures, and other 
topics. The 2012 Census of Agriculture revealed that over three million 
farmers operated more than two million farms, spanning over 914 million 
acres. This was a four percent decrease in the number of U.S. farms 
from the previous census in 2007. However, agriculture sales, income, 
and expenses increased between 2007 and 2012. This telling information 
and thousands of other agriculture statistics are a direct result of 
responses to the Census of Agriculture. 

Producers who are new to farming or did not receive a Census of 
Agriculture in 2012 still have time to sign up to receive the 2017 Census 
of Agriculture report form by visiting www.agcensus.usda.gov and 
clicking on the ‘Make Sure You Are Counted’ button through June. NASS 
defines a farm as any place from which $1,000 or more of agricultural 
products were produced and sold, or normally would have been sold, 
during the census year (2017). 
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Just Around the Corner 

May 1: NAP application sales closing date for nursery crops 

May 31: MAL/LDP application deadline for prior year harvested corn, soybeans and other oilseeds, rice, grain 
sorghum, and pulse crops 

 

Filing a Notice of Loss 
The CCC-576, Notice of Loss, is used to report failed acreage and prevented planting and may be completed by any 
producer with an interest in the crop. Timely filing a Notice of Loss is required for all crops including grasses. For 
losses on crops covered by the Non-Insured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP), you must file a CCC-576, 
Notice of Loss, in the FSA County Office within 15 days of the occurrence of the disaster or when losses become 
apparent or 15 calendar days after the normal harvest date.  

Producers of hand-harvested crops must notify FSA of damage or loss through the administrative County Office 
within 72 hours of the date of damage or loss first becomes apparent. This notification can be provided by filing a 
CCC-576, email, fax or phone. Producers who notify the County Office by any method other than by filing the CCC-
576 are still required to file a CCC-576, Notice of Loss, within the required 15 calendar days. 

If filing for prevented planting, an acreage report and CCC-576 must be filed within 15 calendar days of the final 
planting date for the crop.   

 

CRP Participants Must Maintain Approved Cover on Acreages Enrolled 
in CRP and the Farm Programs 

Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) participants are responsible for ensuring adequate, approved vegetative and 
practice cover is maintained to control erosion throughout the life of the contract after the practice has been 
established. Participants must also control undesirable vegetation, weeds (including noxious weeds), insects and 
rodents that may pose a threat to existing cover or adversely impact other landowners in the area. 

All CRP maintenance activities, such as mowing, burning, disking and spraying, must be conducted outside the 
primary nesting or brood rearing season for wildlife, which for Michigan is May 1 through August 1. However, spot 
treatment of the acreage may be allowed during the primary nesting or brood rearing season if, left untreated, the 
weeds, insects or undesirable species would adversely impact the approved cover. In this instance, spot treatment is 
limited to the affected areas in the field and requires County Committee approval prior to beginning the spot 
treatment. The County Committee will consult with NRCS to determine if such activities are needed to maintain the 
approved cover. 

Annual mowing of CRP for generic weed control, or for cosmetic purposes, is prohibited at all times. 

 

Authorization Required for Incidental Grazing of CRP Acres 

In certain situations, landowners and operators may need to graze a field containing Conservation Reserve Program 
(CRP) continuous practices such as grass waterways (CP8A), contour grass strips (CP15A); filter strips (CP21); quail 
and upland bird habitat buffers (CP33), denitrifying bioreactor on filter strips (CP21B), or saturated filter strips 
(CP21S). FSA must first authorize the incidental grazing on CRP in a field intended to be gleaned. 

Grazing is incidental to the gleaning of the crop residue in a field, or before the harvest of a small grain and occurs 
after the harvest of crops from within the surrounding field, or during the dormant period of a small grain intended for 
harvest. The grazing cannot occur during the primary nesting season, which for Michigan is May 1 through August 1. 
In addition, grazing can only occur if the approved cover for that practice has been established and the grazing will 
not adversely impact the purpose or performance of the practice. 

All livestock shall be removed from CRP acreage no later than two months after incidental grazing begins. CRP 
participants utilizing incidental grazing will have a payment reduction for the acreage being grazed. Participants are 



also responsible, at their own expense, to reestablish a cover destroyed or damaged as a result of the incidental 
grazing. 

If the acreage to be grazed is separated from the surrounding cropland by a fence, the CRP acreage shall not be 
grazed. 

 

Producers are Encouraged to Report Prevented Planting and Failed 
Acres 

USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA) reminds producers to report prevented planting and failed acres in order to 
establish or retain FSA program eligibility for some programs. 

Producers should report crop acreage they intended to plant, but due to natural disaster, were prevented from 
planting.  Prevented planting acreage must be reported on form CCC-576, Notice of Loss, no later than 15 calendar 
days after the final planting date as established by FSA and Risk Management Agency (RMA).  

Contact your local FSA office for a list of final planting dates by crop.  

If a producer is unable to report the prevented planting acreage within the 15 calendar days following the final 
planting date, a late-filed report can be submitted.  Late-filed reports will only be accepted if FSA conducts a farm 
visit to assess the eligible disaster condition that prevented the crop from being planted.  A measurement service fee 
will be charged. 

Additionally, producers with failed acres should also use form CCC-576, Notice of Loss, to report failed acres.  

Producers of hand-harvested crops must notify FSA of damage or loss through the administrative County Office 
within 72 hours of the date of damage or loss first becomes apparent. This notification can be provided by filing a 
CCC-576, email, fax or phone. Producers who notify the County Office by any method other than by filing the CCC-
576 are still required to file a CCC-576, Notice of Loss, within the required 15 calendar days. 

For losses on crops covered by the Non-Insured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP), producers must file a 
Notice of Loss within 15 days of the occurrence of the disaster or when losses become apparent.  Producers must 
timely file a Notice of Loss for failed acres on all crops including grasses.  

 

Maintaining Good Credit History 
Farm Service Agency (FSA) Farm Loan programs require that applicants have a satisfactory credit history. A credit 
report is requested for all FSA direct farm loan applicants. These reports are reviewed to verify outstanding debts, if 
bills are paid timely and to determine the impact on cash flow.  

Information found on a customer’s credit report is strictly confidential and is used only as an aid in conducting FSA 
business. 

Our farm loan staff will discuss options with you if you have an unfavorable credit report and will provide a copy of 
your report. If you dispute the accuracy of the information on the credit report, it is up to you to contact the issuing 
credit report company to resolve any errors or inaccuracies. 

There are multiple ways to remedy an unfavorable credit score.  

• Make sure to pay bills on time. Setting up automatic payments or automated reminders can be an effective way to 
remember payment due dates. 
• Pay down existing debt. 
• Keep your credit card balances low. 
• Avoid suddenly opening or closing existing credit accounts. 

FSA’s farm loan staff will guide you through the process, which may require you to reapply for a loan after improving 
or correcting your credit report. 

For more information on FSA farm loan programs, visit www.fsa.usda.gov. 
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MAL and LDP Policy 

The Agricultural Act of 2014 authorized 2014-2018 crop year Marketing Assistance Loans (MALs) and Loan 
Deficiency Payments (LDPs), with a few minor policy changes.  

Among the changes, farm-stored MAL collateral transferred to warehouse storage will retain the original loan rate, be 
allowed to transfer only the outstanding farm-stored quantity with no additional quantity allowed and will no longer 
require producers to have a paid for measurement service when moving or commingling loan collateral.  

MALs and LDPs provide financing and marketing assistance for wheat, feed grains, soybeans, and other oilseeds, 
pulse crops, wool and honey. MALs provide producers interim financing after harvest to help them meet cash flow 
needs without having to sell their commodities when market prices are typically at harvest-time lows. A producer who 
is eligible to obtain a loan, but agrees to forgo the loan, may obtain an LDP if such a payment is available. Marketing 
loan provisions and LDPs are not available for sugar. 

FSA is now accepting requests for 2016 MALs and LDPs for all eligible commodities after harvest. Requests for 
loans and LDPs shall be made on or before the final availability date for the respective commodities. May 31 is the 
final loan availability date for Corn, Dry Peas, Grain Sorghum, Lentils, Mustard Seed, Safflower Seed, Chickpeas, 
Soybeans and Sunflower Seed. 

Before MAL repayments with a market loan gain or LDP disbursements can be made, producers must meet the 
requirements of actively engaged in farming, cash rent tenant and member contribution.  

Commodity certificates are available to loan holders who have outstanding nonrecourse loans for feed grains, pulse 
crops (dry peas, lentils, large and small chickpeas), wool, soybeans and designated minor oilseeds. These 
certificates can be purchased at the posted county price (or adjusted world price or national posted price) for the 
quantity of commodity under loan, and must be immediately exchanged for the collateral, satisfying the loan.  MALs 
redeemed with commodity certificates are not subject to the actively engaged in farming, cash-rent tenant, Adjusted 
Gross Income provisions or the payment limitation. 

To be considered eligible for an LDP, producers must have form CCC-633EZ, Page 1 on file at their local FSA Office 
before losing beneficial interest in the crop. Pages 2, 3 or 4 of the form must be submitted when payment is 
requested. 

The 2014 Farm Bill also establishes payment limitations per individual or entity not to exceed $125,000 annually on 
certain commodities for the following program benefits: price loss coverage payments, agriculture risk coverage 
payments, marketing loan gains (MLGs) and LDPs.  These payment limitations do not apply to MAL loan 
disbursements or redemptions using commodity certificate exchange. 

Adjusted Gross Income (AGI) provisions were modified by the 2014 Farm Bill, which states that a producer whose 
total applicable three-year average AGI exceeds $900,000 is not eligible to receive an MLG or LDP. Producers must 
have a valid CCC-941 on file to earn a market gain of LDP. The AGI does not apply to MALs redeemed with 
commodity certificate exchange. 

For more information and additional eligibility requirements, please visit a nearby USDA Service Center or FSA’s 
website www.fsa.usda.gov. 
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April 2017 Interest Rates 

Farm Loan Programs 

Farm Operating - Direct ............................... 2.875% 
Farm Ownership - Direct .............................. 4.000% 
Farm Ownership - Direct, Joint Financing .... 2.500% 
Farm Ownership - Down Payment ............... 1.500% 
Emergency Loan - Amount of Actual Loss .... 3.875% 

Farm Storage Facility Loan Program 

3-year FSFL ................................................. 1.625% 
5-year FSFL ................................................. 2.000% 
7-year FSFL ................................................. 2.250% 
10-year FSFL ............................................... 2.500% 
12-year FSFL ............................................... 2.500% 

Marketing Assistance Loan Program 

Crop Year 2016 Commodity Loan ................ 2.000% 

 
USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination, write: USDA, 
Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 Independence Ave., SW, Washington, 
DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 
377-8642 (Relay voice users). 

 

 


