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Organic Certification Cost Share Program 

The Organic Certification Cost Share Program (OCCSP) provides cost share 
assistance to producers and handlers of agricultural products who are obtaining 
or renewing their certification under the National Organic Program (NOP). 
Certified operations may receive up to 75 percent of their certification costs paid 
from Oct. 1, 2016, through Sept. 30, 2017, not to exceed $750 per certification 
scope. 

Eligible costs include application fees, inspection costs, fees related to 
equivalency agreement/arrangement requirements, travel/per diem for 
inspectors, user fees, sales assessments and postage. 

Ineligible costs include equipment, materials, supplies, transitional certification 
fees, late fees and inspections necessary to address National Organic Program 
regulatory violations. 

Producers and handlers may submit OCCSP applications to FSA county offices 
or they may apply through participating State Agencies, which will be listed 
at https://www.fsa.usda.gov/programs-and-services/occsp/index as their 
agreements to administer the program are finalized. 

The FSA OCCSP application form is available at USDA's eForms site, by 
selecting "Browse forms" and entering "OCCSP" in the "title or keywords" field 
on the search page. 

To learn more about organic certification cost share, 
visit www.fsa.usda.gov/organic or contact a local FSA office by 
visiting http://offices.usda.gov. 
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Just Around the Corner 
June 15: County Office Committee nomination period begins 

July 4: USDA offices closed for Independence Day 

July 15: Acreage reports due for spring planted feed grains, CRP and most other crops.  Contact your local service center 

for full list. 

August 1: ARC/PLC annual enrollment deadline 

August 1: County Office Committee nominations deadline 

The dates here are provided for general reference.  Some areas and crops may have dates that differ from the general 
guidelines above.  It is the producer’s responsibility to personally verify deadlines applicable to each farm’s crops with the 
appropriate Farm Service Agency county office. 

 

Enrollment Period for 2017 Safety Net Coverage Continues Through Aug. 1 

Producers on farms with base acres under the safety net programs established by the 2014 Farm Bill, known as the 
Agriculture Risk Coverage (ARC) or Price Loss Coverage (PLC) programs, can visit their local FSA office to sign contracts 
and enroll for the 2017 crop year. The enrollment period will continue until Aug. 1, 2017. 

Since shares and ownership of a farm can change year-to-year, producers on the farm must enroll by signing a contract 
each program year.  

If a farm is not enrolled during the 2017 enrollment period, the producers on that farm will not be eligible for financial 
assistance from the ARC or PLC programs for the 2017 crop should crop prices or farm revenues fall below the historical 
price or revenue benchmarks established by the program. Producers who made their elections in 2015 must still enroll 
during the 2017 enrollment period. 

The ARC and PLC programs were authorized by the 2014 Farm Bill and offer a safety net to agricultural producers when 
there is a substantial drop in prices or revenues for covered commodities. Covered commodities include barley, canola, 
large and small chickpeas, corn, crambe, flaxseed, grain sorghum, lentils, mustard seed, oats, peanuts, dry peas, 
rapeseed, long grain rice, medium grain rice (which includes short grain and sweet rice), safflower seed, sesame, 
soybeans, sunflower seed and wheat. Upland cotton is no longer a covered commodity. For more details regarding these 
programs, go to www.fsa.usda.gov/arc-plc. 

For more information, producers are encouraged to visit their local FSA office. To find a local FSA office, 
visit http://offices.usda.gov. 

 

Filing a Notice of Loss 

The CCC-576, Notice of Loss, is used to report failed acreage and prevented planting and may be completed by any 
producer with an interest in the crop. Timely filing a Notice of Loss is required for all crops including grasses. For losses 
on crops covered by the Non-Insured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP), you must file a CCC-576, Notice of Loss, 
in the FSA County Office within 15 days of the occurrence of the disaster or when losses become apparent or 15 calendar 
days after the normal harvest date.  

Producers of hand-harvested crops must notify FSA of damage or loss through the administrative County Office within 72 
hours of the date of damage or loss first becomes apparent. This notification can be provided by filing a CCC-576, email, 
fax or phone. Producers who notify the County Office by any method other than by filing the CCC-576 are still required to 
file a CCC-576, Notice of Loss, within the required 15 calendar days. 

If filing for prevented planting, an acreage report and CCC-576 must be filed within 15 calendar days of the final planting 
date for the crop.   
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Changing Bank Accounts 

All FSA payments should be electronically transferred into your bank account. In order to make timely payments, you 
need to notify the office if you close your account or if your bank is purchased by another financial institution. Payments 
can be delayed if we are not aware of changes to account and routing numbers. 

 

Farm Storage Facility Loans 

FSA’s Farm Storage Facility Loan (FSFL) program provides low-interest financing to producers to build or upgrade 
storage facilities and to purchase portable (new or used) structures, equipment and storage and handling trucks. 

The low-interest funds can be used to build or upgrade permanent facilities to store commodities. Eligible commodities 
include corn, grain sorghum, rice, soybeans, oats, peanuts, wheat, barley, minor oilseeds harvested as whole grain, pulse 
crops (lentils, chickpeas and dry peas), hay, honey, renewable biomass, fruits, nuts and vegetables for cold storage 
facilities, floriculture, hops, maple sap, rye, milk, cheese, butter, yogurt, meat and poultry (unprocessed), eggs, and 
aquaculture (excluding systems that maintain live animals through uptake and discharge of water). Qualified facilities 
include grain bins, hay barns and cold storage facilities for eligible commodities.   

Loans up to $50,000 can be secured by a promissory note/security agreement and loans between $50,000 and $100,000 
may require additional security. Loans exceeding $100,000 require additional security. 

Producers do not need to demonstrate the lack of commercial credit availability to apply. The loans are designed to assist 
a diverse range of farming operations, including small and mid-sized businesses, new farmers, operations supplying local 
food and farmers markets, non-traditional farm products, and underserved producers. 

To learn more about the FSA Farm Storage Facility Loan, visit www.fsa.usda.gov/pricesupport  or contact your local FSA 
county office.  To find your local FSA county office, visit http://offices.usda.gov. 

 

Communication is Key in Lending 
Farm Service Agency (FSA) is committed to providing our farm loan borrowers the tools necessary to be a success. A 
part of ensuring this success is providing guidance and counsel from the loan application process through the borrower’s 
graduation to commercial lending institutions. While it is FSA’s commitment to advise borrowers as they identify goals and 
evaluate progress, it is crucial for borrowers to communicate with their farm loan staff when changes occur. It is the 
borrower’s responsibility to alert FSA to any of the following: 

  • Any proposed or significant changes in the farming operation; 
  • Any significant changes to family income or expenses; 
  • The development of problem situations; 
  • Any losses or proposed significant changes in security 

In addition, if a farm loan borrower cannot make payments to suppliers, other creditors, or FSA on time, contact your farm 
loan staff immediately to discuss loan servicing options. 

For more information on FSA farm loan programs, visit www.fsa.usda.gov. 

 

June Interest Rates 
Farm Operating- Direct                                    2.875% 
Farm Ownership - Direct                                 3.875% 
Farm Ownership - Direct, Joint Financing       2.500% 
Farm Ownership - Down Payment                  1.500% 
Emergency Loan - Amount of Actual Loss      3.750% 
7-year FSFL                                                     2.125% 
10-year FSFL                                                   2.375% 
12-year FSFL                                                   2.375% 

 

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, 

employer and lender. To file a complaint of 

discrimination, write: USDA, Office of the Assistant 

Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 

1400 Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 

20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free 

Customer Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or 

Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users). 
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