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Just Around the Corner 

November 10: Offices closed for Veterans Day 

November 15: Acreage report deadline for crop year 2018 perennial 

forages and fall-planted small grains 

November 20: NAP perennial fruits application closing date for 2018 crop 

year 

November 23: Offices closed for Thanksgiving Day 

December 1: NAP honey, maple sap application closing date for 2018 

crop year 

December 4: County Office Committee election ballots deadline for 

postmark or county office in-person submission at your county office 

December 25: Offices closed for Christmas Day 

January 1: Newly elected County Office Committee members take office 

January 15:  Acreage report deadline for crop year 2018 perennial fruits 

The dates here are provided for general reference.  Some areas and 
crops may have dates that differ from the general guidelines above.  It is 
the producer’s responsibility to personally verify deadlines applicable to 
each farm’s crops with their local Farm Service Agency county office. 
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Producers are Encouraged to Report Prevented Planting and 
Failed Acres 
USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA) reminds producers to report prevented planting and failed acres in 
order to establish or retain FSA program eligibility for some programs. 

Producers should report crop acreage they intended to plant, but due to natural disaster, were prevented 
from planting.  Prevented planting acreage must be reported on form CCC-576, Notice of Loss, no later 
than 15 calendar days after the final planting date as established by FSA and Risk Management Agency 
(RMA).  

Contact your local FSA office for a list of final planting dates by crop.  

If a producer is unable to report the prevented planting acreage within the 15 calendar days following the 
final planting date, a late-filed report can be submitted.  Late-filed reports will only be accepted if FSA 
conducts a farm visit to assess the eligible disaster condition that prevented the crop from being 
planted.  A measurement service fee will be charged. 

Additionally, producers with failed acres should also use form CCC-576, Notice of Loss, to report failed 
acres.  

Producers of hand-harvested crops must notify FSA of damage or loss through the administrative County 
Office within 72 hours of the date of damage or loss first becomes apparent. This notification can be 
provided by filing a CCC-576, email, fax or phone. Producers who notify the County Office by any method 
other than by filing the CCC-576 are still required to file a CCC-576, Notice of Loss, within the required 15 
calendar days. 

For losses on crops covered by the Non-Insured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP), producers 
must file a Notice of Loss within 15 days of the occurrence of the disaster or when losses become 
apparent.  Producers must timely file a Notice of Loss for failed acres on all crops including grasses.  

 

Marketing Assistance Available for 2017 Crops  
The 2014 Farm Bill authorized 2014-2018 crop year Marketing Assistance Loans (MALs) and Loan 
Deficiency Payments (LDPs).  

In Michigan, certain types of wheat and barley prices are nearing a range where LDPs may be applicable, 
so producers should become familiar with the process to access this assistance. 

MALs and LDPs provide financing and marketing assistance for commodities such as feed grains, 
soybeans and other oilseeds, pulse crops, wool and honey. MALs provide producers interim financing 
after harvest to help them meet cash flow needs without having to sell their commodities when market 
prices are typically at harvest-time lows.  

A producer who is eligible to obtain an MAL, but agrees to forgo the loan, may obtain an LDP if such a 
payment is available.  

To be eligible for an MAL or an LDP, producers must have a beneficial interest in the commodity, in 
addition to other requirements. A producer retains beneficial interest when control of and title to the 
commodity is maintained. For an LDP, the producer must retain beneficial interest in the commodity from 
the time of planting through the date the producer filed Form CCC-633EZ (page 1) in the FSA County 
Office. For more information, producers should contact their local FSA county office or view the LDP Fact 
Sheet. 

 

 

 

 

https://forms.sc.egov.usda.gov/efcommon/eFileServices/eForms/CCC633-EZ.PDF
https://www.fsa.usda.gov/Assets/USDA-FSA-Public/usdafiles/FactSheets/2016/mal_ldp_2016.pdf
https://www.fsa.usda.gov/Assets/USDA-FSA-Public/usdafiles/FactSheets/2016/mal_ldp_2016.pdf


 

Unauthorized Disposition of Grain 
If loan grain has been disposed of through feeding, selling or any other form of disposal without prior 
written authorization from the county office staff, it is considered unauthorized disposition. The financial 
penalties for unauthorized dispositions are severe and a producer’s name will be placed on a loan 
violation list for a two-year period.  Always call before you haul or feed any grain under loan. 

 

FSA Encourages Farmers and Ranchers to Vote in County 
Committee Elections 

The 2017 Farm Service Agency County Committee Elections began on Nov. 6, when ballots were mailed 
to eligible voters. The deadline to return the ballots to local FSA offices is Dec. 4, 2017. 

County committee members are an important component of the operations of FSA and provide a link 
between the agricultural community and USDA. Farmers and ranchers elected to county committees help 
deliver FSA programs at the local level, applying their knowledge and judgment to make decisions on 
commodity price support programs; conservation programs; incentive indemnity and disaster programs for 
some commodities; emergency programs and eligibility. FSA committees operate within official 
regulations designed to carry out federal laws. 

To be an eligible voter, farmers and ranchers must participate or cooperate in an FSA program. A person 
who is not of legal voting age, but supervises and conducts the farming operations of an entire farm may 
also be eligible to vote. 

Eligible voters who do not receive a ballot can obtain one from their local USDA Service Center. Dec. 4, 
2017, is the last day for voters to submit ballots in person to local USDA Service Centers. Ballots returned 
by mail must also be postmarked no later than Dec. 4.  

Newly elected committee members will take office Jan. 1, 2018. 

 

USDA Expands Grasslands Conservation Program to Small-Scale 
Livestock Producers 
Helping Dairy, Beef and Other Producers Protect Working Grasslands in 43 States  

USDA will accept over 300,000 acres in 43 states that were offered by producers during the recent 
ranking period for the Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) Grasslands enrollment with emphasis placed 
on small-scale livestock operations. Through the voluntary CRP Grasslands program, grasslands 
threatened by development or conversion to row crops are maintained as livestock grazing areas, while 
providing important conservation benefits. Approximately 200,000 of the accepted acres were offered by 
small-scale livestock operations. 

The most recent ranking period closed on Dec. 16, 2016, and included for the first time a CRP Grasslands 
practice specifically tailored for small-scale livestock grazing operations to encourage broader 
participation. Under this ranking period and for future periods, small-scale livestock operations with 100 or 
fewer head of grazing cows (or the equivalent) can submit applications to enroll up to 200 acres of 
grasslands per farm. Larger operations may still make offers through the normal process. USDA met its 
goal of 200,000 acres under this small-scale initiative. The new practice for small-scale livestock grazing 
operations encourages greater diversity geographically and in all types of livestock operations. Visit 
http://go.usa.gov/x9PFS to view the complete list of acres accepted by state.   

Participants in CRP Grasslands establish or maintain long-term, resource-conserving grasses and other 
plant species to control soil erosion, improve water quality and develop wildlife habitat on marginally 
productive agricultural lands. CRP Grasslands participants can use the land for livestock production (e.g. 
grazing or producing hay), while following their conservation and grazing plans in order to maintain the 
cover.  

https://www.fsa.usda.gov/Assets/USDA-FSA-Public/usdafiles/Conservation/PDF/Grasslands3rdRankingAcceptablebyState.pdf


Small livestock operations or other farming and ranching operations interested in participating in CRP 
Grasslands should contact their local FSA office. To learn more about FSA’s conservation programs, visit 
www.fsa.usda.gov/conservation. 

 

Loans for Targeted Underserved Producers 

FSA has a number of loan programs available to assist applicants to begin or continue in agriculture 
production. Loans are available for operating type loans and/or to purchase or improve farms or ranches.   

While all qualified producers are eligible to apply for these loan programs, FSA has provided priority 
funding for members of targeted underserved applicants.   

A targeted underserved applicant is one of a group whose members have been subjected to racial, ethnic 
or gender prejudice because of his or her identity as members of the group without regard to his or her 
individual qualities.   

For purposes of this program, targeted underserved groups are women, African Americans, American 
Indians, Alaskan Natives, Hispanics, Asian Americans and Pacific Islanders. 

FSA loans are only available to applicants who meet all the eligibility requirements and are unable to 
obtain the needed credit elsewhere. 

 

October 2017 Interest Rates 
Farm Ownership and Farm Operating Loans: 

 Farm Operating - Direct 2.750%  

 Farm Ownership - Direct 3.625%  

 Farm Ownership - Direct, Joint Financing 2.500%  

 Farm Ownership - Down Payment 1.500%  

 Emergency Loan - Amount of Actual Loss 3.750%  

Crop Year 2017 Commodity Loans: 

 Crop year commodity loans less than 1 year: 2.375% per annum 

 CCC borrowing rate-base interest charges: 1.375% per annum 

Farm Storage Facility Loans: 

 3 year loan terms: 1.625% per annum 

 5 year loan terms: 1.875% per annum 

 7 year loan terms: 2.125% per annum 

 10 year loan terms: 2.375% per annum 

 12 year loan terms: 2.375% per annum 

 
USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination, write: 
USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 Independence Ave., 
SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer Service), (800) 877-8339 
(Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users). 

 

https://www.fsa.usda.gov/programs-and-services/conservation-programs/index

