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Utah Farm Census of Agriculture Countdown Begins for America’s

Service Agency  Earmers and Ranchers
125 South State

Street America’s farmers and ranchers will soon have the opportunity to strongly represent agriculture
Room 3202 in their communities and industry by taking part in the 2017 Census of Agriculture. Conducted

Salt Lake City, every five years by the U.S. Department of Agriculture’s (USDA) National Agricultural Statistics
UT 84138 Service (NASS), the census, to be mailed at the end of this year, is a complete count of all U.S.

farms, ranches, and those who operate them.

Phone: 801-524-

4530

The Census of Agriculture highlights land use and ownership, operator characteristics,

Fax: 844-715-5091 production practices, income and expenditures, and other topics. The 2012 Census of

Agriculture revealed that over three million farmers operated more than two million farms,

www.fsa.usda.qov/ut  spanning over 914 million acres. This was a four percent decrease in the number of U.S. farms

from the previous census in 2007. However, agriculture sales, income, and expenses increased

Acting State between 2007 and 2012. This telling information and thousands of other agriculture statistics

Executive Director: are a direct result of responses to the Census of Agriculture.
Jeanine Cook

Producers who are new to farming or did not receive a Census of Agriculture in 2012 still have

State Committee:  time to sign up to receive the 2017 Census of Agriculture report form by visiting
Tim Munns, www.agcensus.usda.gov and clicking on the ‘Make Sure You Are Counted’ button through
Chairman June. NASS defines a farm as any place from which $1,000 or more of agricultural products

Ruth Ann George were produced and sold, or normally would have been sold, during the census year (2017).
Brent Money
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Farm Loan Chief:  payment Limitations by Program

Scott Bown

The 2014 Farm Bill established a maximum dollar amount for each program that can be
received annually, directly or indirectly, by each person or legal entity. Payment limitations vary
by program for 2014 through 2018.

Farm Program
Specialists:
Lori Jones
Cary Son Below is an overview of payment limitations by program.
To find contact
information for your
local office go to
www.fsa.usda.gov/ut

Commodity and Price Support Programs
The annual limitation for the Agriculture Risk Coverage (ARC) and Price Loss Coverage (PLC)
programs, Loan Deficiency Payments (LDPs) and Market Loan Gains is $125,000 total.

Conservation Programs

The Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) annual rental payment and incentive payment is
limited to $50,000. CRP contracts approved before Oct. 1, 2008, may exceed the limitation,
subject to payment limitation rules in effect on the date of contract approval.

The Emergency Conservation Program (ECP) has an annual limit of $200,000 per disaster
event. The Emergency Forest Restoration Program (EFRP) has an annual limit of $500,000 per
disaster event.

Disaster Assistance Programs

The annual limitation of $125,000 applies to the Emergency Assistance for Livestock,
Honeybees and Farm-Raised Fish Program (ELAP), Livestock Forage Disaster Program (LFP)
and Livestock Indemnity Program (LIP). The total payments received under ELAP, LFP and LIP
may not exceed $125,000. A separate limitation of $125,000 applies to Tree Assistance
Program (TAP) payments. There is also a separate $125,000 payment limit for the Noninsured
Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP).

Payment limitations also apply to Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) programs.
Contact your local NRCS office more information.

For more information on FSA payment limitations by program, visit
https://www.fsa.usda.gov/Assets/USDA-FSA-
Public/usdafiles/FactSheets/2015/payment_eligibility payment limitations.pdf.

Supervised Credit

Farm Service Agency (FSA) Farm Loan programs are considered supervised credit. Unlike loans from a commercial
lender, FSA loans are intended to be temporary in nature. Therefore, it is our goal to help you graduate to commercial
credit, and our farm loan staff is available to help borrowers through training and credit counseling.

The FSA team will help borrowers identify their goals to ensure financial success. Through this process, FSA staff will
advise borrowers in developing strategies and a plan to meet your operation’s goals and graduate to commercial
credit. Ultimately, the borrower is responsible for the success of the farming operation, but FSA’s staff will help in an
advisory role to provide the tools necessary to help you achieve your operational goals and manage your finances.

For more information on FSA farm loan programs, visit www.fsa.usda.gov.

New Actively Engaged Provisions for Non-Family Joint Operations or
Entities
Many Farm Service Agency programs require all program participants, either individuals or legal entities, to be

“actively engaged in farming”. This means participants provide a significant contribution to the farming operation,
whether it is capital, land, equipment, active personal labor and/or management. For entities, each partner,
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stockholder or member with an ownership interest, must contribute active personal labor and/or management to the
operation on a regular basis.

The 2014 Farm Bill established additional payment eligibility provisions relating to the farm management component
of meeting “actively engaged in farming”. These new provisions apply to joint operations comprised of non-family
members or partners, stockholders or persons with an ownership in the farming operation. Effective for 2016 and
subsequent crop years, non-family joint operations are afforded to one member that may use a significant contribution
of active personal management exclusively to meet the requirements to be determined “actively engaged in farming”.
The person or member will be defined as the Farm Manager for the purposes of administering these new
management provisions.

In some instances, additional persons or members of a non-family member joint operation who meet the definition of
Farm Manager may also be allowed to use such a contribution of active personal management to meet the eligibility
requirements. However, under no circumstances may the number of Farm Managers in a non-family joint operation
exceed a total of three in any given crop and program year.

Filing CCC-941 Adjusted Gross Income (AGI) Certifications

Many producers have experienced delays in receiving Agriculture Risk Coverage (ARC) and Price Loss Coverage
(PLC) payments, Loan Deficiency Payments (LDPs) and Market Gains on Marketing Assistance Loans (MALS)
because they have not filed form CCC-941, Adjusted Gross Income Certification. LDPs will not be paid until all eligible
producers, including landowners who share in the crop, have filed a valid CCC-941.

Producers without a valid CCC-941 certifying their compliance with the average adjusted gross income provisions will
not receive payments that have been processed. All farm operator/tenants/owners who have not filed a CCC-941 and
have pending payments should IMMEDIATELY file the form with their recording county FSA office. Farm operators
and tenants are encouraged to ensure that their landowners have filed the form. FSA has been issuing 2016 LDPs
and Market Gains.

FSA can accept the CCC-941 for 2015, 2016 and 2017. Unlike the past, producers must have the CCC-941 certifying
their AGI compliance before any payments can be issued.

Enrollment Period for 2017 Safety Net Coverage Continues Through
August 1

Producers on farms with base acres under the safety net programs established by the 2014 Farm Bill, known as the
Agriculture Risk Coverage (ARC) or Price Loss Coverage (PLC) programs, can visit their local FSA office to sign
contracts and enroll for the 2017 crop year. The enroliment period will continue until August 1, 2017.

Since shares and ownership of a farm can change year-to-year, producers on the farm must enroll by signing a
contract each program year.

If a farm is not enrolled during the 2017 enrollment period, the producers on that farm will not be eligible for financial
assistance from the ARC or PLC programs for the 2017 crop should crop prices or farm revenues fall below the
historical price or revenue benchmarks established by the program. Producers who made their elections in 2015 must
still enroll during the 2017 enroliment period.

The ARC and PLC programs were authorized by the 2014 Farm Bill and offer a safety net to agricultural producers
when there is a substantial drop in prices or revenues for covered commodities. Covered commodities include barley,
canola, large and small chickpeas, corn, crambe, flaxseed, grain sorghum, lentils, mustard seed, oats, peanuts, dry
peas, rapeseed, long grain rice, medium grain rice (which includes short grain and sweet rice), safflower seed,
sesame, soybeans, sunflower seed and wheat. Upland cotton is no longer a covered commodity. For more details
regarding these programs, go to www.fsa.usda.gov/arc-plc or visit your local FSA office.
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Communication is Key in Lending

Farm Service Agency (FSA) is committed to providing our farm loan borrowers the tools necessary to be a success. A
part of ensuring this success is providing guidance and counsel from the loan application process through the
borrower’s graduation to commercial lending institutions. While it is FSA’s commitment to advise borrowers as they
identify goals and evaluate progress, it is crucial for borrowers to communicate with their farm loan staff when
changes occur. It is the borrower’s responsibility to alert FSA to any of the following:

Any proposed or significant changes in the farming operation;

Any significant changes to family income or expenses;

The development of problem situations;

Any losses or proposed significant changes in security In addition, if a farm loan borrower cannot make
payments to suppliers, other creditors, or FSA on time, contact your farm loan staff immediately to discuss
loan servicing options. For more information on FSA farm loan programs, visit www.fsa.usda.gov.

Report Livestock Losses

The Livestock Indemnity Program (LIP) provides assistance to eligible producers for livestock death losses in excess
of normal mortality due to adverse weather and attacks by animals reintroduced into the wild by the federal
government or protected by federal law. LIP compensates livestock owners and contract growers for livestock death
losses in excess of normal mortality due to adverse weather, including losses due to hurricanes, floods, blizzards,
wildfires, extreme heat or extreme cold.

For 2017, eligible losses must occur on or after Jan. 1, 2017, and no later than 60 calendar days from the ending date
of the applicable adverse weather event or attack. A notice of loss must be filed with FSA within 30 days of when the
loss of livestock is apparent. Participants must provide the following supporting documentation to their local FSA
office no later than 90 calendar days after the end of the calendar year in which the eligible loss condition occurred.

e Proof of death documentation
e Copy of growers contracts
e Proof of normal mortality documentation

USDA has established normal mortality rates for each type and weight range of eligible livestock, i.e. Adult Beef Cow
=1.5% and Non-Adult Beef Cattle (less than 400 pounds) = 3%. These established percentages reflect losses that are
considered expected or typical under “normal” conditions. Producers who suffer livestock losses in 2017 must file both
of the following:

e Anotice of loss the earlier of 30 calendar days of when the loss was apparent
e An application for payment by March 31, 2018.

Additional Information about LIP is available at your local FSA office or online at: www.fsa.usda.gov.

ARC/PLC Acreage Maintenance

Producers enrolled in the Agriculture Risk Coverage (ARC) or Price Loss Coverage (PLC) programs must protect all
cropland and noncropland acres on the farm from wind and water erosion and noxious weeds. Producers who sign
ARC county or individual contracts and PLC contracts agree to effectively control noxious weeds on the farm
according to sound agricultural practices. If a producer fails to take necessary actions to correct a maintenance
problem on a farm that is enrolled in ARC or PLC, the County Committee may elect to terminate the contract for the
program year.
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Update Your Records

FSA is cleaning up our producer record database. If you have any unreported changes of address or zip code or an
incorrect name or business name on file they need to be reported to our office. Changes in your farm operation, like
the addition of a farm by lease or purchase, need to be reported to our office as well. Producers participating in FSA
and NRCS programs are required to timely report changes in their farming operation to the County Committee in
writing and update their CCC-902 Farm Operating Plan.

If you have any updates or corrections, please call your local FSA office to update your records.

USDA Announces Changes to Fruit, Vegetable and Wild Rice Planting
Rules

Farm Service Agency (FSA) has announced fruit, vegetable and wild rice provisions that affect producers who intend
to participate in certain programs authorized by the Agricultural Act of 2014.

Producers who intend to participate in the Agriculture Risk Coverage (ARC) or Price Loss Coverage (PLC) programs
are subject to an acre-for-acre payment reduction when fruits and nuts, vegetables or wild rice are planted on the
payment acres of a farm. Payment reductions do not apply to mung beans, dry peas, lentils or chickpeas. Planting
fruits, vegetables or wild rice on acres that are not considered payment acres will not result in a payment

reduction. Farms that are eligible to participate in ARC/PLC but are not enrolled for a particular year may plant
unlimited fruits, vegetables and wild rice for that year but will not receive ARC/PLC payments for that year. Eligibility
for succeeding years is not affected.

Planting and harvesting fruits, vegetables and wild rice on ARC/PLC acreage is subject to the acre-for-acre payment
reduction when those crops are planted on either more than 15 percent of the base acres of a farm enrolled in ARC
using the county coverage or PLC, or more than 35 percent of the base acres of a farm enrolled in ARC using the
individual coverage.

Fruits, vegetables and wild rice that are planted in a double-cropping practice will not cause a payment reduction if the
farm is in a double-cropping region as designated by the USDA’s Commaodity Credit Corporation.

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination, write: USDA, Office
of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC
20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-
8642 (Relay voice users).
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