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Deadline to Enroll in Agriculture Risk 
Coverage (ARC) and Price Loss Coverage 
(PLC) 

Tennessee Producers Have until Aug. 1 to Enroll in ARC/PLC 

Farmers and ranchers have until Aug. 1 to enroll in Agriculture Risk 
Coverage (ARC) and/or Price Loss Coverage (PLC) programs for 
the 2017 crop year. These programs trigger financial protections for 
participating agricultural producers when market forces cause 
substantial drops in crop prices or revenues. 

Producers have already elected ARC or PLC, but to receive 
program benefits they must enroll for the 2017 crop year by signing 
a contract before the Aug. 1 deadline. Please contact your local 
FSA office to schedule an appointment if you have not yet enrolled. 

Covered commodities under the programs include barley, canola, 
large and small chickpeas, corn, crambe, flaxseed, grain sorghum, 
lentils, mustard seed, oats, peanuts, dry peas, rapeseed, long grain 
rice, medium grain rice (which includes short grain and sweet rice), 
safflower seed, sesame, soybeans, sunflower seed and wheat. 

For more program information, contact your local FSA office or visit 
www.fsa.usda.gov/arc-plc.  
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Come to the Tennessee Small Farm Expo July 20 at TSU 

The Tennessee Small Farm Expo and Small Farmer Recognition Luncheon will be held this 
Thursday at Tennessee State University in Nashville. The Small Farm Expo runs from 8:00 am to 
3:00 pm on July 20 at 1521 Ed Temple Boulevard, Nashville, TN 37209 on the TSU Main Campus 
Agriculture Research and Education Center. Call 615-963-1351 to register. 

A variety of farm tour options and educational workshops are available to choose from including 
organic and urban agriculture, livestock production, field and specialty crops, and greenhouse 
production. Farm Service Agency and other USDA agencies will provide updates and information on 
programs available to small farmers. An awards luncheon honoring the winners of the 2017 
Tennessee Small Farmers of the Year is the highlight of the day.  The event is free and open to the 
public, but registration is required. Don’t miss it!  

 

Nominations Open for the 2017 County Committee Elections 

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) Farm Service Agency (FSA) encourages all farmers, 
ranchers, and FSA program participants to take part in their local County Committee election 
nomination process.  

FSA’s county committees are a critical component of the day-to-day operations of FSA and allow 
grassroots input and local administration of federal farm programs. 

Committee are comprised of locally elected agricultural producers responsible for the fair and 
equitable administration of FSA farm programs in their counties. Committee members are 
accountable to the Secretary of Agriculture.  If elected, members become part of a local decision 
making and farm program delivery process.  

A county committee is composed of three to 11 elected members from local administrative areas 
(LAA). Each member serves a three-year term.  One-third of the seats on these committees are 
open for election each year.  County committees may have one or more appointed advisors to 
further represent the local interests of underserved farmers and ranchers.  Underserved producers 
are beginning, women and other minority farmers and ranchers and land owners and/or operators 
who have limited resources. Other minority groups including Native American and Alaska Natives; 
persons under the poverty level, and persons that have disabilities are also considered 
underserved. 

All nomination forms for the 2017 election must be postmarked or received in the local USDA 
service center by Aug. 1, 2017. For more information on FSA county committee elections and 
appointments, refer to the FSA fact sheet:   Eligibility to Vote and Hold Office as a COC Member 
available online at: www.fsa.usda.gov/elections. 

 

USDA Microloans Help Farmers Purchase Farmland and 
Improve Property  

Producers, Including Beginning and Underserved Farmers, Have a New Option to Gain Access to 
Land 

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) is offering farm ownership microloans, creating a new 
financing avenue for farmers to buy and improve property. These microloans are especially helpful 
to beginning or underserved farmers, U.S. veterans looking for a career in farming, and those who 
have small and mid-sized farming operations. 

The microloan program has been hugely successful, providing more than 16,800 low-interest loans, 
totaling over $373 million to producers across the country. Microloans have helped farmers and 
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ranchers with operating costs, such as feed, fertilizer, tools, fencing, equipment, and living 
expenses since 2013. Seventy percent of loans have gone to new farmers. 

Now, microloans will be available to also help with farm land and building purchases, and soil and 
water conservation improvements. FSA designed the expanded program to simplify the application 
process, expand eligibility requirements and expedite smaller real estate loans to help farmers 
strengthen their operations. Microloans provide up to $50,000 to qualified producers, and can be 
issued to the applicant directly from the USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA). 

To learn more about the FSA microloan program visit www.fsa.usda.gov/microloans, or contact your 
local FSA office.  

 

Farm Loan Graduation Reminder  

FSA Direct Loans are considered a temporary source of credit that is available to producers who do 
not meet normal underwriting criteria for commercial banks.   

FSA periodically conducts Direct Loan graduation reviews to determine a borrower’s ability to 
graduate to commercial credit. If the borrower’s financial condition has improved to a point where 
they can refinance their debt with commercial credit, they will be asked to obtain other financing and 
partially or fully pay off their FSA debt.   

By the end of a producer’s operating cycle, the Agency will send a letter requesting a current 
balance sheet, actual financial performance and a projected farm budget. The borrower has 30 days 
to return the required financial documents. This information will be used to evaluate the borrower’s 
potential for refinancing to commercial credit.   

If a borrower meets local underwriting criteria, FSA will send the borrower’s name, loan type, 
balance sheet and projected cash flow to commercial lenders. The borrower will be notified when 
loan information is sent to local lenders.     

If any lenders are interested in refinancing the borrower’s loan, FSA will send the borrower a letter 
with a list of lenders that are interested in refinancing the loan. The borrower must contact the 
lenders and complete an application for commercial credit within 30 calendar days.  

If a commercial lender rejects the borrower, the borrower must obtain written evidence that specifies 
the reasons for rejection and submit to their local FSA farm loan office.   

If a borrower fails to provide the requested financial information or to graduate, FSA will notify the 
borrower of noncompliance, FSA’s intent to accelerate the loan, and appeal rights.  

 

Organic Certification Cost Share Program 

The Organic Certification Cost Share Program (OCCSP) provides cost share assistance to 
producers and handlers of agricultural products who are obtaining or renewing their certification 
under the National Organic Program (NOP). Certified operations may receive up to 75 percent of 
their certification costs paid from Oct. 1, 2016, through Sept. 30, 2017, not to exceed $750 per 
certification scope. 

Eligible costs include application fees, inspection costs, fees related to equivalency 
agreement/arrangement requirements, travel/per diem for inspectors, user fees, sales assessments 
and postage. 

Ineligible costs include equipment, materials, supplies, transitional certification fees, late fees and 
inspections necessary to address National Organic Program regulatory violations. 

http://www.fsa.usda.gov/microloans


Producers and handlers may submit OCCSP applications to FSA county offices or they may apply 
through participating State Agencies, which will be listed at https://www.fsa.usda.gov/programs-and-
services/occsp/index as their agreements to administer the program are finalized. 

The FSA OCCSP application form is available at USDA's eForms site, by selecting "Browse forms" 
and entering "OCCSP" in the "title or keywords" field on the search page. 

To learn more about organic certification cost share, visit www.fsa.usda.gov/organic or contact a 
local FSA office by visiting http://offices.usda.gov. 

 

Payments to Deceased Producers 

In order to claim a Farm Service Agency (FSA) payment on behalf of a deceased producer, all 
program conditions for the payment must have been met before the applicable producer’s date of 
death.  

If a producer earned a FSA payment prior to becoming deceased, the following is the order of 
precedence of the representatives of the producer:  

 administrator or executor of the estate 

 the surviving spouse 

 surviving sons and daughters, including adopted children 

 surviving father and mother 

 surviving brothers and sisters 

 heirs of the deceased person who would be entitled to payment according to the State law 

In order for FSA to release the payment, the legal representative of the deceased producer must file 
a form FSA-325, to claim the payment for themselves or an estate. The county office will verify and 
determine that the application, contract, loan agreement, or other similar form requesting payment 
issuance, was signed by the applicable deadline for such form, by the deceased or a person legally 
authorized to act on their behalf at that time of application. 

If the application, contract or loan agreement form was signed by someone other than the 
participant who is deceased, FSA will determine whether the person submitting the form has the 
legal authority to submit the form to compel FSA to pay the deceased participant.  

Payments will be issued to the respective representative’s name using the deceased program 
participant’s tax identification number. Payments made to representatives are subject to offset 
regulations for debts owed by the deceased.  

FSA is not responsible for advising persons in obtaining legal advice on how to obtain program 
benefits that may be due to a participant who has died, disappeared or who has been declared 
incompetent.  

 
USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination, 
write: USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 
Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer 
Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users). 
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