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Perdue Names Appointees to the 
Tennessee USDA Farm Service Agency 
State Committee 

U. S. Secretary of Agriculture Sonny Perdue recently announced 
the individuals who will serve on the Tennessee USDA Farm 
Service Agency (FSA) state committee. The state committee is 
responsible for the oversight of farm programs and county 
committee operations, resolving appeals from the agriculture 
community, and helping to keep producers informed about FSA 
programs.  

The individuals appointed to serve on this committee include: 

 Committee Chair Steve Officer – DeKalb County 

 Daryl Brown – Maury County 

 Charlotte Kelly – Tipton County 

 Renea Jones Rogers – Unicoi County 

The Farm Service Agency serves farmers, ranchers and 
agricultural partners through the delivery of effective, efficient 
agricultural programs. The agency offers farmers a strong safety 
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  net through the administration of farm commodity and disaster 
programs. FSA continues to conserve natural resources and also 
provides credit to agricultural producers who are unable to receive 
private, commercial credit, including special emphasis on 
beginning, underserved and women farmers and ranchers.  

Under the direction of Secretary Sonny Perdue, the USDA will 
always be facts-based and data-driven, with a decision-making 
mindset that is customer-focused. Secretary Perdue leads the 
USDA with four guiding principles: to maximize the ability of 
American agriculture to create jobs, sell food and fiber, and feed 
and clothe the world; to prioritize customer service for the 
taxpayers; to ensure that our food supply is safe and secure; and to 
maintain good stewardship of the natural resources that provide us 
with our miraculous bounty. Understanding that we live in a global 
economy where trade is of top importance, Secretary Perdue has 
pledged to be an unapologetic advocate for American agriculture. 

 

 

USDA Announces a Near-Record Year for Farm Loans 

Infusing Rural Communities with Stronger Businesses and Sounder Agricultural Economies  

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) Farm Service Agency (FSA) announced another year 
of high activity in its farm loan programs. Hard-working farm families across the country accessed 
nearly $6 billion in new credit, either directly or guaranteed through commercial lenders in 2017. At 
year end, FSA was assisting more than 120,000 family farmers with loans totaling just over $25 
billion. 

FSA provides a variety of loan assistance, including direct and guaranteed farm ownership loans, 
operating loans and even direct Microloans up to $50,000 and EZ Guarantees up to $100,000 with 
streamlined application processes. 

More than 25,000 direct and guaranteed FSA loans went to beginning or underserved farmers and 
ranchers. Over 4,200 beginning farmers received direct farm ownership loans from FSA to make 
their first land purchase. And of the approximately 6,500 Microloans made in the last fiscal year, 
three-quarters (almost 4,900) went to beginning farmers, 1,000 went to women and 400 to veterans. 

FSA’s direct farm loans are unique in that the agency provides technical assistance in addition to 
credit. Consistent with efforts to continually improve technical assistance, today FSA announced the 
publication of two booklets that will serve as important informational tools and resources for existing 
and prospective farm loan borrowers. 

Your FSA Farm Loan Compass booklet was recently developed specifically for farmers and 
ranchers who have an existing farm loan with FSA. It provides detailed guidance outlining borrower 
responsibilities and the servicing options that FSA offers. It also addresses common questions 
borrowers may have as they navigate through loan program requirements and the financial 
concepts involved. 

Originally published in 2012, Your Guide to FSA Farm Loans was designed for new loan 
customers. It provides information about the various types of farm loans available and guides new 
borrowers through the application process. The revised version addresses program changes and 



includes new loan offerings, like the popular Microloan program that was rolled out after the 
publication of the original Guide. 

“Your FSA Farm Loan Compass” and “Your Guide to FSA Farm Loans” are available on the FSA 
website at www.fsa.usda.gov/dafl. Farmers and ranchers are encouraged to download and share 
them with others in their community who may require assistance in understanding FSA’s loans and 
servicing processes. For additional information about FSA farm loans, please contact your loan 
officer or other FSA staff at your local office. To find your local FSA office, visit 
http://offices.usda.gov. 

 

Deadlines Approaching for FSA Livestock Disaster 
Assistance Programs 

Livestock producers are reminded that deadlines for the Livestock Forage Disaster Program (LFP) 
and the Livestock Indemnity Program (LIP) are quickly approaching.  

The deadline to apply for LFP benefits for 2017 grazing losses is Jan. 30, 2018. Eligible livestock 
producers must complete a CCC-853 and submit the required supporting documentation by the 
deadline. LFP provides compensation to eligible livestock producers who suffer grazing losses for 
covered livestock due to drought on privately owned or cash leased land or fire on federally 
managed land.  

Producers with eligible livestock losses must submit a LIP application for payment by March 31, 
2018. LIP provides assistance to eligible producers for livestock death losses in excess of normal 
mortality due to adverse weather and attacks by animals reintroduced into the wild by the federal 
government or protected by federal law. 

For 2017, eligible LIP losses must occur on or after Jan. 1, 2017, and no later than 60 calendar 
days from the ending date of the applicable adverse weather event or attack. A notice of loss must 
be filed with FSA within 30 days of when the loss of livestock is apparent. Participants must provide 
the following supporting documentation to their local FSA office no later than 90 calendar days after 
the end of the calendar year in which the eligible loss condition occurred.   

 Proof of death documentation 

 Copy of growers contracts  

 Proof of normal mortality documentation 

Please contact to your local FSA office to make an appointment to apply for LFP or LIP benefits. 

 

The Census of Agriculture is a Producer's Voice, Future, and 
Opportunity.  

In December farmers and ranchers across the nation received the 2017 Census of Agriculture. 
Producers can mail in their completed census form, or respond online via the improved web 
questionnaire. The online questionnaire has been revised extensively to make it more convenient 
for producers.   
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Conducted once every five years, the census of agriculture is a complete count of all U.S. farms, 
ranches, and those who operate them; it is the only source of uniform, comprehensive, and impartial 
agriculture data for every state and county in the nation.  

Farmers and ranchers, trade associations, government, extension educators, researchers, and 
many others rely on census of agriculture data when making decisions that shape American 
agriculture – from creating and funding farm programs to boosting services for communities and the 
industry. The census of agriculture is a producer's voice, future, and opportunity.   

For more information about the 2017 Census of Agriculture, visit www.agcensus.usda.gov or 
call   (800) 727-9540. 

 

FSA Offers Joint Financing Option on Direct Farm Ownership 
Loans 

The USDA Farm Service Agency’s (FSA) Direct Farm Ownership loans are a resource to help 
farmers and ranchers become owner-operators of family farms, improve and expand current 
operations, increase agricultural productivity, and assist with land tenure to save farmland for future 
generations.  

Depending on the applicant’s needs, there are three types of Direct Farm Ownership Loans: 
regular, down payment and joint financing. FSA also offers a Direct Farm Ownership Microloan 
option for smaller financial needs up to $50,000.  

Joint financing allows FSA to provide more farmers and ranchers with access to capital. FSA lends 
up to 50 percent of the total amount financed. A commercial lender, a State program or the seller of 
the property being purchased, provides the balance of loan funds, with or without an FSA 
guarantee. The maximum loan amount for a Joint Financing loan is $300,000 and the repayment 
period for the loan is up to 40 years. 

To be eligible, the operation must be an eligible farm enterprise. Farm Ownership loan funds cannot 
be used to finance nonfarm enterprises and all applicants must be able to meet general eligibility 
requirements. Loan applicants are also required to have participated in the business operations of a 
farm or ranch for at least three years out of the 10 years prior to the date the application is 
submitted. The applicant must show documentation that their participation in the business operation 
of the farm or ranch was not solely as a laborer.  

For more information about FSA Loan programs, contact your local FSA office or visit 
www.fsa.usda.gov. To find your local FSA office, visit http://offices.usda.gov. 

 
USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination, 
write: USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 
Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer 
Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users). 
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