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Farmers Can Update Yield History 
through Feb. 27, 2015 
FSA Announces New Yield Data for Safety net Calculations 
 
The U.S. Department of Agriculture Farm Service Agency (FSA) 
offers farmers new information to update program payment yields 
that will help them better select protections offered by the 
Agricultural Risk Coverage (ARC) and Price Loss Coverage 
(PLC) programs.  The new programs, established by the 2014 
Farm Bill, are cornerstones of the commodity farm safety, offering 
farmers protection when market forces cause substantial drops in 
crop prices and revenues. 

The Farm Bill provides landowners with the option of updating 
their farm program payment yields.   This is the first time that 
many producers have been able to update yields since 1986. FSA 
has worked with the Risk Management Agency (RMA) to make 
available certified yield data that producers can use to better 
calculate how the new safety net programs can offer the best 
protection against market swings.  Producers can check with their 
local FSA county office to see if data is available for them. This 
data belongs to the producer and only the producer associated 
with the crop insurance records will be provided this service. 
Updating yield history or reallocating base acres can occur until 
Feb. 27, 2015. 
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Important ARC/PLC Program Deadlines Approaching 
Key deadlines for the new 2014 Farm Bill established programs, Agricultural Risk Coverage (ARC) 
and Price Loss Coverage (PLC), are quickly approaching.   The new programs are designed to help 
producers better manage risk for price losses or revenue losses.   

The deadline to update yields and/or reallocate base acres with FSA is Feb. 27, 2015.  If you 
miss the Feb. 27th deadline, your farm’s current counter-cyclical yield and base acres will be used for 
ARC-PLC. 

Producers have until March 31, 2015, to make a one-time election of either ARC or PLC for the 
2014 through 2018 crop years. If producers and owners with a share of the cropland on a farm do not 
make a unanimous election by March 31, the farm will be ineligible for any 2014 payments and all 
covered commodities on the farm will have a default PLC election valid for the 2015-2018 crop years. 

Election is not enrollment:  Producers must still enroll the farm annually to receive program 
benefits.   This year’s enrollment dates, slated for Spring 2015 through Summer 2015, have not yet 
been announced. 

For more information, producers are encouraged to make an appointment to go into their local FSA 
county office. To find a local FSA county office, visit offices.usda.gov.  Additional information on the 
new programs is available at www.fsa.usda.gov/arc-plc.   

Microloan Cap Grows to $50,000  
Farm Service Agency (FSA) reminds farmers and ranchers that the FSA borrowing limit for 
microloans increased from $35,000 to $50,000, effective Nov. 7. Microloans offer borrowers simplified 
lending with less paperwork.  

The microloan change allows beginning, small and mid-sized farmers to access an additional $15,000 
in loans using a simplified application process with up to seven years to repay. Microloans are part of 
USDA’s continued commitment to small and midsized farming operations.  

To complement the microloan program additional changes to FSA eligibility requirements will enhance 
beginning farmers and ranchers access to land, a key barrier to entry level producers. FSA policies 
related to farm experience have changed so that other types of skills may be considered to meet the 
direct farming experience required for farm ownership loan eligibility. Operation or management of 
non-farm businesses, leadership positions while serving in the military or advanced education in an 
agricultural field will now count towards the experience applicants need to show when applying for 
farm ownership loans. Important Note: Microloans cannot be used to purchase real estate. 

Since 2010, FSA has made a record amount of farm loans — more than 165,000 loans totaling nearly 
$23 billion. More than 50 percent of USDA’s farm loans now go to beginning farmers. In addition, FSA 
has increased its lending to socially-disadvantaged producers by nearly 50 percent since 2010. 

Please review the FSA Microloan Program Fact Sheet for program application, eligibility and related 
information. 

 

USDA Announces New Support for Beginning Farmers and 
Ranchers 
Department Implementing New Farm Bill Programs, Unveiling New Centralized Online Resource to 
Support Next Generation of Farmers 

http://offices.usda.gov./
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/arc-plc
http://www.usda.gov/wps/portal/usda/usdahome?contentidonly=true&contentid=small-midsized-farmer-resources.xml
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/Internet/FSA_File/microloans_facts_2014.pdf


 

USDA has announced the implementation of new Farm Bill measures and other policy changes to 
improve the financial security of new and beginning farmers and ranchers. USDA also unveiled 
www.USDA.gov/newfarmers, a new website that will provide a centralized, one-stop resource where 
beginning farmers and ranchers can explore the variety of USDA initiatives designed to help them 
succeed.  

USDA’s www.usda.gov/newfarmers has in depth information for new farmers and ranchers, including: 
how to increase access to land and capital; build new market opportunities; participate in conservation 
opportunities; select and use the right risk management tools; and access USDA education, and 
technical support programs.  These issues have been identified as top priorities by new farmers. The 
website will also feature instructive case studies about beginning farmers who have successfully 
utilized USDA resources to start or expand their business operations.  

Policy announcements in support of beginning farmers and ranchers include: 

 Waiving service fees for new and beginning farmers or ranchers to enroll in the Non-Insured 
Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) for the 2014 crop year.  NAP provides risk 
management tools to farmers who grow crops for which there is no crop insurance product. 
Under this waiver, announced via an official notice to Farm Service Agency offices, farmers 
and ranchers whom already enrolled in NAP for the 2014 crop year and certified to being a 
beginning farmer or social disadvantaged farmer are eligible for a service fee refund.  

 Eliminating payment reductions under the Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) for new and 
beginning farmers which will allow routine, prescribed, and emergency grazing outside the 
primary nesting season on enrolled land consistent with approved conservation 
plans.  Previously, farmers and ranchers grazing on CRP land were subject to a reduction in 
CRP payments of up to 25 percent.  Waiving these reductions for new and beginning farmers 
will provide extra financial support during times of emergency like drought and other natural 
disasters.   

 Increasing payment rates to beginning farmers and ranchers under Emergency Assistance for 
Livestock, Honeybees and Farm-Raised Fish Program (ELAP).   Under this provision, 
beginning farmers can claim up 90 percent of losses for lost livestock, such as bees, under 
ELAP. This is a fifty percent increase over previously available payment amounts to new and 
beginning farmers. 

In the near future, USDA will also announce additional crop insurance program changes for beginning 
farmers and ranchers – including discounted premiums, waiver of administrative fees, and other 
benefits. 

Additional information about USDA actions in support of beginning farmers and ranchers is available 
here.  

 

Livestock Indemnity Program (LIP)  
The Livestock Indemnity Program (LIP) provides assistance to eligible producers for livestock death 
losses in excess of normal mortality due to adverse weather and attacks by animals reintroduced into 
the wild by the federal government or protected by federal law. LIP compensates livestock owners 
and contract growers for livestock death losses in excess of normal mortality due to adverse weather, 
including losses due to hurricanes, floods, blizzards, wildfires, extreme heat or extreme cold.  

For 2015, eligible losses must occur on or after Jan. 1, 2015, and before December 31, 2015. A notice 
of loss must be filed with FSA within 30 days of when the loss of livestock is apparent.  Participants 
must provide the following supporting documentation to their local FSA office no later than 30 
calendar days after the end of the calendar year for which benefits are requested: 

http://www.usda.gov/wps/portal/usda/newfarmers?navid=newfarmers
http://www.usda.gov/newfarmers
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/Internet/FSA_Notice/nap_162.pdf
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/FSA/webapp?area=home&subject=copr&topic=crp
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/Internet/FSA_File/elap_honeybee_fact_sht.pdf
http://www.usda.gov/wps/portal/usda/usdahome?contentidonly=true&contentid=usda-results-beginning-farmers.html


 

 Proof of death documentation 

 Copy of growers contracts  

 Proof of normal mortality documentation 

USDA has established normal mortality rates for each type and weight range of eligible livestock: i.e. 
Adult Beef Cow = 1.5% and Non-Adult Beef Cattle (less than 400 pounds) = 3%. These established 
percentages reflect losses that are considered expected or typical under “normal” conditions. 
Producers who suffer livestock losses in 2015 must file both of the following: 

 A notice of loss the earlier of 30 calendar days of when loss was apparent or by Jan 30, 2016 

 An application for payment by January 30, 2016.  

Additional Information about LIP is available at your local FSA office or online at: www.fsa.usda.gov. 

 

Livestock Forage Disaster Program (LFP) 
 LFP provides compensation to eligible livestock producers who suffer grazing losses for covered 
livestock due to drought on privately owned or cash leased land or fire on federally managed land.  

County committees can only accept LFP applications after notification is received by the National 
Office of qualifying drought or if a federal agency prohibits producers from grazing normal permitted 
livestock on federally managed lands due to qualifying fire.   
 
For 2015 and subsequent years, eligible livestock producers must complete a CCC-853  and the 
required supporting documentation no later than 30 calendar days after the end of the calendar year 
in which the grazing losses occurred.  Losses must occur in the calendar year the application is being 
filed. 

Additional Information about LFP, including eligible livestock and fire criteria, is available at your local 
FSA office or online at: www.fsa.usda.gov. 

 

Emergency Assistance for Livestock, Honeybee, and Farm-
Raised Fish Program (ELAP) 
The Emergency Assistance for Livestock, Honeybees and Farm-Raised Fish Program (ELAP) 
provides emergency assistance to eligible livestock, honeybee, and farm-raised fish producers who 
have losses due to disease, adverse weather or other conditions, such as blizzards and wildfires, not 
covered by other agricultural disaster assistance programs.  

Eligible livestock losses include grazing losses not covered under the Livestock Forage Disaster 
Program (LFP), loss of purchased feed and/or mechanically harvested feed due to an eligible adverse 
weather event, additional cost of transporting water because of an eligible drought and additional cost 
associated with gathering livestock to treat for cattle tick fever.  

Eligible honeybee losses include loss of purchased feed due to an eligible adverse weather event, 
cost of additional feed purchased above normal quantities due to an eligible adverse weather 
condition, colony losses in excess of normal mortality due to an eligible weather event or loss 
condition, including CCD, and hive losses due to eligible adverse weather. 

Eligible farm-raised fish losses include death losses in excess of normal mortality and/or loss of 
purchased feed due to an eligible adverse weather event. 

file:///C:/Documents%20and%20Settings/murray.watts/Local%20Settings/Temporary%20Internet%20Files/Content.Outlook/WRAEZEPN/www.fsa.usda.gov
file:///C:/Documents%20and%20Settings/murray.watts/Local%20Settings/Temporary%20Internet%20Files/Content.Outlook/WRAEZEPN/www.fsa.usda.gov


 

Producers who suffer eligible livestock, honeybee, or farm-raised fish losses from October 1, 2014 to 
September 30, 2015 must file: 

 A notice of loss the earlier of 30 calendar days of when the loss is apparent or by Nov 1, 2015 

 An application for payment by November 1, 2015 

The Farm Bill caps ELAP disaster funding at $20 million per federal fiscal year. The following ELAP 
Fact Sheets (by topic) are available online: 

 ELAP for Farm-Raised Fish Fact Sheet  

 ELAP for Livestock Fact Sheet 

 ELAP for Honeybees Fact Sheet 

To view these and other FSA program fact sheets, visit the FSA fact sheet web page at 
www.fsa.usda.gov/factsheets. 

 

Dates To Remember and Selected Interest Rates 
Important Dates: 
Feb 27 Deadline for base reallocation and/or yield updates 
Mar 31 Last day to make ARC/PLC election 
 
Selected Interest Rates for Feb 2015: 
Farm Operating Loans — Direct:   2.625% 
Farm Ownership Loans — Direct:   3.75% 
Farm Ownership Loans — Direct Down Payment, Beginning Farmer or Rancher:  1.50% 
Emergency Loans: 3.625%   
Farm Storage Facility Loans 
          7 years:        1.875% 
          10 years:      2.000% 
          12 years:      2.125% 
Commodity Loans 1996-Present:   1.250% 

 

USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer. To file a complaint of discrimination, write: 
USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 Independence 
Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer Service), (800) 
877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users). 
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