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USDA Provides One-Time Extension of 
Deadline to Update Base Acres or Yield History 
for ARC/PLC Programs 
Farmers Now Have Until March 31 to Update Yields and Reallocate 
Base Acres; Deadline for Choosing Between ARC and PLC also 
Remains March 31 

Agriculture Secretary Tom Vilsack announced today that a one-time 
extension will be provided to producers for the new safety-net programs 
established by the 2014 Farm Bill, known as Agriculture Risk Coverage 
(ARC) and Price Loss Coverage (PLC).  The final day to update yield history 
or reallocate base acres has been extended one additional month, from Feb. 
27, 2015 until March 31, 2015.  The final day for farm owners and producers 
to choose ARC or PLC coverage also remains March 31, 2015. 

If no changes are made to yield history or base acres by March 31, 2015, the 
farm's current yield and base will be used.  A program choice of ARC or PLC 
coverage also must be made by March 31, 2015, or there will be no 2014 
payments for the farm and the farm will default to PLC coverage through the 
2018 crop year. 

Nationwide, more than 2.9 million educational postcards, in English and 
Spanish, have been sent to producers, and over 4,100 training sessions 
have been conducted on the new safety-net programs.  The online tools, 
available at www.fsa.usda.gov/arc-plc, allow producers to explore projections 
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on how ARC or PLC coverage will affect their operation under possible future 
scenarios. 

Covered commodities include barley, canola, large and small chickpeas, 
corn, crambe, flaxseed, grain sorghum, lentils, mustard seed, oats, peanuts, 
dry peas, rapeseed, long grain rice, medium grain rice (which includes short 
grain rice), safflower seed, sesame, soybeans, sunflower seed and wheat. 
Upland cotton is no longer a covered commodity. 

To learn more, farmers can contact their local Farm Service Agency county 
office.  To find your local office visit http://offices.usda.gov. 

 

____________________________________________________ 
Loans for Targeted Underserved Producers 
 
FSA has a number of loan programs available to assist applicants to begin or continue in agriculture 
production.  Loans are available for operating type loans and/or purchase or improve farms or 
ranches.  

While all qualified producers are eligible to apply for these loan programs, the FSA has provided 
priority funding for members of targeted underserved groups. 

A targeted underserved applicant is one of a group whose members have been subjected to racial, 
ethnic or gender prejudice because of his or her identity as members of the group without regard to 
his or her individual qualities. 

For purposes of this program, targeted underserved groups are women, African Americans, 
American Indians, Alaskan Natives, Hispanics, Asian Americans and Pacific Islanders. 

FSA loans are only available to applicants who meet all the eligibility requirements and are unable 
to obtain the needed credit elsewhere. 

 

2014 Farm Bill Conservation Compliance Changes Affecting 
Federal Crop Insurance  
For farmers to be eligible for premium support on their federal crop insurance, a completed and 
signed Highly Erodible Land Conservation and Wetland Conservation Certification (AD-1026) form 
must be on file with the FSA.  The Risk Management Agency (RMA), through the Federal Crop 
Insurance Corporation (FCIC), manages the federal crop insurance program that provides the 
modern farm safety net for American farmers and ranchers. 

Many FSA and Natural Resource Conservation (NRCS) programs already have implemented this 
requirement and therefore most producers should already have an AD-1026 form on file for their 
associated lands.  If an AD-1026 form has not been filed or is incomplete, then farmers are 
reminded of the deadline of June 1, 2015. 

Since enactment of the 1985 Farm Bill, eligibility for most commodity, disaster, and conservation 
programs has been linked to compliance with the highly erodible land conservation and wetland 
conservation provisions.  The 2014 Farm Bill continues the requirement that producers adhere to 
conservation compliance guidelines to be eligible for most programs administered by FSA and 
NRCS. 
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When a farmer completes and submits the AD-1026 certification form, FSA and NRCS staff will 
review the associated farm records and outline any additional actions that may be required to meet 
the required compliance with the conservation compliance provisions. 

FSA recently released a revised form AD-1026, which is available at USDA Service Centers and 
online at: www.fsa.usda.gov.  For more information on the connection of conservation compliance 
with crop insurance premium support, producers can contact their local USDA Service Center.  A 
listing of service center locations is available at offices.usda.gov. 

 

UPDATE YOUR RECORDS 
If you have any unreported changes of address or zip code or an incorrect name or business name 
on file they need to be reported to your local FSA office.  Changes in your farm operation, like the 
addition of a farm by lease or purchase, need to be reported to our office as well.  Producers 
participating in FSA and NRCS programs are required to timely report changes in their farming 
operation to the County Committee in writing and to update their CCC-902 Farm Operating Plan. 

If you have any updates or corrections, please call your local FSA office to update your records. 

 

BREAKING NEW GROUND 
Agricultural producers are reminded to consult with FSA and NRCS before breaking out new ground 
for production as doing so without prior authorization may put a producer’s federal farm program 
benefits in jeopardy.  This is especially true for land that must meet Highly Erodible Land (HEL) and 
Wetland Conservation (WC) provisions. 

Producers with HEL determined soils must apply tillage, crop residue and rotation requirements as 
specified in their conservation plan. 

Producers should notify FSA prior to conducting land clearing or drainage projects to ensure 
compliance.  If you intend to clear any trees to create new cropland, these areas will need to be 
reviewed to ensure any work will not risk your eligibility for benefits. 

 

FARMING OPERATION CHANGES 
Producers who have bought or sold land, or added or dropped rented land from their operation must 
report those changes to the FSA office as soon as possible.  A copy of the deed or recorded land 
contract for purchase property is needed to maintain accurate records with FSA.  Failure to do so 
can lead to possible program ineligibility and penalties.  While making record updates, be sure to 
update signature authorizations.  Making record changes now will save time in the spring. 

 

USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer.  To file a complaint of discrimination, write: 
USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 Independence 
Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer Service), (800) 
877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users). 
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