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FSA Issues Fiscal Year 2015 Impacts 
Report 

2015 marked the 20th anniversary of USDA’s Farm Service 
Agency, but FSA’s roots date back nearly 80 years, to the days of 
the Great Depression and the Dust Bowl, when the rural economy 
was in crisis and America’s farmers and ranchers needed 
assistance. At that time, Congress empowered USDA to provide a 
strong safety-net for farm families, helping them navigate the 
unpredictability of natural disasters and volatile market conditions. 

Today, technological advancements in equipment, crop and 
veterinary sciences, soil and water conservation, and pest and 
nutrient management, all have resulted in agriculture becoming 
stronger than we’ve ever known - - certainly far stronger than the 
days of our grandparents and great-grandparents. But the 
unpredictability of weather and markets remain. That means the 
FSA mission is as important as it’s ever been to ensure the 
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domestic agriculture sector continues to deliver an abundant, safe, 
and affordable food and fiber supply for the American people. 

The FSA Impacts Report shows selected highlights for fiscal year 
2015. This report highlights the achievements of FSA and will 
ensure that the path forward continues to demonstrate our 
commitment to rural America. 

 

USDA Regional Climate Change Hubs 

Agriculture Secretary Tom Vilsack established the first ever USDA 
Regional Climate Change Hubs in February 2014 at seven 
locations around the country to provide more information to 
farmers, ranchers and forest landowners on the increasing risks of 
fires, pests, floods, and droughts associated with a changing 
climate.  

For information on the Climate Hub in your Region, visit 
http://climatehubs.oce.usda.gov and Click on the region to learn 
more.  

 

 

Save Time – Make an Appointment with FSA 

To insure maximum use of your time and to insure that you are afforded our full attention to your 
important business needs, please call our office ahead of your visit to set an appointment and to 
discuss any records or documentation that you may need to have with you when you arrive for your 
appointment. For local FSA Service Center contact information, please visit: 
http://offices.sc.egov.usda.gov/locator/app. 

 

USDA Offers Help to Fire-Affected Farmers and Ranchers 

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) reminds farmers and ranchers affected by the recent 
wildfires in Alaska, California, Idaho, Oregon, Montana and Washington State that USDA has 
programs to assist with their recovery efforts.  

The Farm Service Agency (FSA) can assist farmers and ranchers who lost livestock, grazing land, 
fences or eligible trees, bushes and vines as a result of a natural disaster. FSA administers a suite 
of safety-net programs to help producers recover from eligible losses, including the Livestock 
Indemnity Program, the Livestock Forage Disaster Program,  the Emergency Assistance for 
Livestock, Honeybees, and Farm-Raised Fish Program, and the Tree Assistance Program.   

In addition, the FSA Emergency Conservation Program provides funding and technical assistance 
for farmers and ranchers to rehabilitate farmland damaged by natural disasters and for carrying out 
emergency water conservation measures in periods of severe drought. Producers located in 
counties that received a primary or contiguous disaster designation are eligible for low-interest 
emergency loans to help them recover from production and physical losses. Compensation is also 
available to producers who purchased coverage through the Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance 
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Program, which protects non-insurable crops against natural disasters that result in lower yields, 
crop losses or prevented planting.   

The Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) can assist producers with damaged grazing 
land as well as farmers, ranchers and forestland owners who find themselves in emergency 
situations caused by natural disasters. The NRCS Environmental Quality Incentives Program 
provides financial assistance to producers who agree to defer grazing on damaged land for two 
years. In the event that presidentially declared natural disasters, such as wildfires, lead to imminent 
threats to life and property, NRCS can assist local government sponsors with the cost of 
implementing conservation practices to address natural resource concerns and hazards through the 
Emergency Watershed Protection Program.  

Farmers and ranchers with coverage through the federal crop insurance program administered by 
the Risk Management Agency (RMA) should contact their crop insurance agent to discuss losses 
due to fire or other natural causes of loss. Crop insurance is sold and delivered solely through 
private crop insurance agents. A list of crop insurance agents is available at all USDA Service 
Centers and online at the RMA Agent Locator.  

When wildfires destroy or severely damage residential property, Rural Development (RD) can assist 
with providing priority hardship application processing for single family housing. Under a disaster 
designation, RD can issue a priority letter for next available multi-family housing units. RD also 
provides low-interest loans to community facilities, water environmental programs, businesses and 
cooperatives and to rural utilities.   

For the first time in its 110-year history, the Forest Service, part of USDA, is spending more 
than 50 percent of its budget to suppress the nation's wildfires.   

Today, fire seasons are 78 days longer than in the 1970s. Since 2000, at least 10 states have had 
their largest fires on record. This year, there have been more than 46,000 fires. Increasing 
development near forest boundaries also drives up costs, as more than 46 million homes and more 
than 70,000 communities are at risk from wildfire in the United States.   

Visit http://www.usda.gov/wps/portal/usda/usdahome?navid=disaster-help to learn more about 
USDA disaster preparedness and response.  For more information on USDA disaster assistance 
programs, please contact your local USDA Service Center. To find your local USDA Service Center 
go to http://offices.usda.gov  

 

Reporting Organic Crops 

Producers who want to use the Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) organic price 
and selected the "organic" option on their NAP application must report their crops as organic.   

When certifying organic acres, the buffer zone acreage must be included in the organic acreage.  

Producers must also provide a current organic plan, organic certificate or documentation from a 
certifying agent indicating an organic plan is in effect. Documentation must include:  

 name of certified individuals 

 address 

 telephone number 

 effective date of certification 

 certificate number 
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 list of commodities certified 

 name and address of certifying agent 

 a map showing the specific location of each field of certified organic, including the buffer 
zone acreage  

Certification exemptions are available for producers whose annual gross agricultural income from 
organic sales totals $5,000 or less. Although exempt growers are not required to provide a written 
certificate, they are still required to provide a map showing the specific location of each field of 
certified organic, transitional and buffer zone acreage.  

For questions about reporting organic crops, contact your local FSA office. To find your local office, 
visit http://offices.usda.gov 

 

2016 ACREAGE REPORTING DATES  

In order to comply with FSA program eligibility requirements, all producers are encouraged to visit 
their local FSA office to file an accurate crop certification report by the applicable deadline.  

Acreage reporting dates vary by crop and by county so please contact your local FSA office for a list 
of county-specific deadlines.   

The following exceptions apply to acreage reporting dates:  

 If the crop has not been planted by the applicable acreage reporting date, then the acreage 
must be reported no later than 15 calendar days after planting is completed.  

 If a producer acquires additional acreage after the applicable acreage reporting date, then 
the acreage must be reported no later than 30 calendars days after purchase or acquiring 
the lease. Appropriate documentation must be provided to the county office.  

 If a perennial forage crop is reported with the intended use of “cover only,” “green manure,” 
“left standing,” or “seed,” then the acreage must be reported by July 15th.  

Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) policy holders should note that the acreage 
reporting date for NAP covered crops is the earlier of the applicable dates or 15 calendar days 
before grazing or harvesting of the crop begins.  

For questions regarding crop certification and crop loss reports, please contact your local FSA 
office. 

 

Foreign Buyers Notification  
The Agricultural Foreign Investment Disclosure Act (AFIDA) requires all foreign owners of U.S. 
agricultural land to report their holdings to the Secretary of Agriculture. The Farm Service Agency 
administers this program for USDA.  

All individuals who are not U.S. citizens, and have purchased or sold agricultural land in the county 
are required to report the transaction to FSA with 90 days of the closing. Failure to submit the 
AFIDA form (FSA-153) could result in civil penalties of up to 25 percent of the fair market value of 
the property. County government offices, Realtors, attorneys and others involved in real estate 
transactions are reminded to notify foreign investors of these reporting requirements.   
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Breaking New Ground 
Agricultural producers are reminded to consult with FSA and NRCS before breaking out new ground 
for production purposes as doing so without prior authorization may put a producer’s federal farm 
program benefits in jeopardy. This is especially true for land that must meet Highly Erodible Land 
(HEL) and Wetland Conservation (WC) provisions.   

Producers with HEL determined soils are required to apply tillage, crop residue and rotational 
requirements as specified in their conservation plan.  

Producers should notify FSA as a first point of contact prior to conducting land clearing or drainage 
type projects to ensure the proposed actions meet compliance criteria such as clearing any trees to 
create new cropland, then these areas will need to be reviewed to ensure such work will not risk 
your eligibility for benefits.   

Landowners and operators complete the form AD-1026 - Highly Erodible Land Conservation 
(HELC) and Wetland Conservation (WC) Certification to identify the proposed action and allow FSA 
to determine whether a referral to Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) for further 
review is necessary.    

 

Farm Safety 

Flowing grain in a storage bin or gravity-flow wagon is like quicksand — it can kill quickly. It takes 
less than five seconds for a person caught in flowing grain to be trapped.  

The mechanical operation of grain handling equipment also presents a real danger.  Augers, power 
take offs, and other moving parts can grab people or clothing.  

These hazards, along with pinch points and missing shields, are dangerous enough for adults; not 
to mention children.  It is always advisable to keep children a safe distance from operating farm 
equipment.  Always use extra caution when backing or maneuvering farm machinery.  Ensure 
everyone is visibly clear and accounted for before machinery is engaged. 

FSA wants all farmers to have a productive crop year and that begins with putting safety first. 

 

Beginning Farmer Loans 
FSA assists beginning farmers to finance agricultural enterprises. Under these designated farm loan 
programs, FSA can provide financing to eligible applicants through either direct or guaranteed 
loans. FSA defines a beginning farmer as a person who:  

 Has operated a farm for not more than 10 years 

 Will materially and substantially participate in the operation of the farm 

 Agrees to participate in a loan assessment, borrower training and financial management 
program sponsored by FSA 

 Does not own a farm in excess of 30 percent of the county’s average size farm.  

Additional program information, loan applications, and other materials are available at your local 
USDA Service Center.  You may also visit www.fsa.usda.gov . 
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Loans for Targeted Underserved Producers 

FSA has a number of loan programs available to assist applicants to begin or continue in agriculture 
production. Loans are available for operating type loans and/or to purchase or improve farms or 
ranches.   

While all qualified producers are eligible to apply for these loan programs, FSA has provided priority 
funding for members of targeted underserved applicants.   

A targeted underserved applicant is one of a group whose members have been subjected to racial, 
ethnic or gender prejudice because of his or her identity as members of the group without regard to 
his or her individual qualities.   

For purposes of this program, targeted underserved groups are women, African Americans, 
American Indians, Alaskan Natives, Hispanics, Asian Americans and Pacific Islanders. 

FSA loans are only available to applicants who meet all the eligibility requirements and are unable 
to obtain the needed credit elsewhere. 

 

Selected Interest Rates - April 2016 
90 Day Treasury Bill = 0.25 % 

Farm Operating Loans - Direct = 2.250 % 

Farm Ownership Loans - Direct = 3.500 % 

Farm Ownership Loans - Direct Downpayment, Beginning Farmer or Rancher = 1.500 % 

Emergency Loans = 3.250 % 

Farm Storage Facility Loans 
(7 years) = 1.625 % 
(10 years) = 1.875 % 
(12 years) = 2.000 % 

Commodity Loans = 1.625 % 

 

Important Dates and Deadlines 
May 15: NAP sales closing date for Buckwheat 

May 15: Acreage Reporting dates for Cabbage (planted 3/12 - 4/20). 

July 15: Acreage Reporting Deadline for Spring Alfalfa Seed (planted 4/21-6/10), Onions (planted 
2/15-5/15). 

August 1: Deadline to Enroll in the ARC/PLC Program. 



August 1: Ballots for County Committee Elections must be Postmarked or Received at County FSA 
Office by this Date. 

August 15: Acreage Reporting deadline for Cabbage (planted 6/11 - 8/10). 

 
USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination, 
write: USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 
Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer 
Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users). 

 


