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FSA County Committee Nomination 
Period in Washington County Rhode 
Island Now Open 
The nomination period for the Washington County Committee 
opened on June 15, 2017. Nomination forms must be postmarked 
or received in the Rhode Island County FSA Office by close of 
business on Aug. 1, 2017. 

County Committees are unique to FSA and allow producers to have 
a voice on federal farm program implementation at the local level.  

To be eligible to serve on the FSA county committee, a person 
must participate or cooperate in an agency administered program, 
be eligible to vote in a county committee election and reside in the 
Local Administrative Area (LAA) where they are nominated. All 
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producers, including women, minority and beginning farmers and 
ranchers are encouraged to participate in the nomination and 
election process. 

This year, nominations and elections will be held in LAA 3, 
Washington County which includes the following towns; 

• Charlestown 
• Exeter 
• Hopkington 
• Narragansett 
• New Shoreham 
• North Kingstown 
• Richmond 
• South Kingstown 
• Westerly 

Producers may nominate themselves or others as candidates. 
Organizations representing minority and women farmers and 
ranchers may also nominate candidates. To become a nominee, 
eligible individuals must sign form FSA-669A. The form and more 
information about county committee elections is available online 
at:  www.fsa.usda.gov/elections.  

Elected county committee members serve a three-year term and 
are responsible for making decisions on FSA disaster, 
conservation, commodity and price support programs, as well as 
other important federal farm program issues. County committees 
consist of three to 11 members. 

FSA will mail election ballots to eligible voters beginning Nov. 6. 
Ballots are due back in the Rhode Island County Office by mail or in 
person no later than Dec. 4. All newly elected county committee 
members and alternates will take office January 1, 2018.   

For more information about county committees, please contact 
the Rhode Island County FSA office at 401-828-3120 Option 2 or 
visit www.fsa.usda.gov/elections. 

 

New Improvements to Streamline Crop 
Reporting 
Farmers  filing crop acreage reports with the Farm Service Agency 
(FSA) and participating insurance providers approved by the Risk 
Management Agency (RMA) now can provide the common 
information from their acreage reports at one office and the 
information will be electronically shared with the other location.   

This new process is part of the USDA Acreage Crop Reporting 
Streamlining Initiative (ACRSI). This interagency collaboration also 
includes participating private crop insurance agents and insurance 
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companies, all working to streamline the information collected from 
farmers who participate in USDA programs. 

Once filing at one location, data that’s important to both FSA and 
RMA will be securely and electronically shared with the other 
location avoiding redundant and duplicative reporting, as well as 
saving farmers time. 

USDA has been working to streamline the crop reporting process 
for agricultural producers, who have expressed concerns with 
providing the same basic common information for multiple 
locations.  In 2013, USDA consolidated the deadlines to 15 dates 
for submitting these reports, down from the previous 54 dates at 
RMA and 17 dates for FSA. USDA representatives believe farmers 
and ranchers will experience a notable improvement in the coming 
weeks as they approach the peak season for crop reporting later 
this summer.  

More than 93 percent of all annual reported acres to FSA and RMA 
now are eligible for the common data reporting, and USDA is 
exploring adding more crops. Producers must still visit both 
locations to validate and sign acreage reports, complete maps or 
provide program-specific information. The common data from the 
first-filed acreage report will now be available to pre-populate and 
accelerate completion of the second report. Plans are underway at 
USDA to continue building upon the framework with additional 
efficiencies at a future date.   

Farmers are also reminded that they can now access their FSA 
farm information from the convenience of their home computer. 
Producers can see field boundaries, images of the farm, 
conservation status, operator and owner information and much 
more.  

The new customer self-service portal, known as FSAFarm+, gives 
farmers and ranchers online access to securely view, print or export 
their personal farm data. To enroll in the online service, producers 
are encouraged to contact their local FSA office for details. To find 
a local FSA office in your area, visit http://offices.usda.gov. 

 

 

2017 Acreage Reporting Dates 
In order to comply with FSA program eligibility requirements, all producers are encouraged to visit 
their local FSA office to file an accurate crop certification report by the applicable deadline, please 
take note that July 15th is the upcoming deadline to report initial plantings of Annual 
Crops in Rhode Island. 

 Acreage reporting dates vary, so please contact your local FSA office for a list of deadlines.  

The following exceptions apply to acreage reporting dates: 
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• If the crop has not been planted by the applicable acreage reporting date, then the acreage 
must be reported no later than 15 calendar days after planting is completed.   

 

• If a producer acquires additional acreage after the applicable acreage reporting date, then 
the acreage must be reported no later than 30 calendars days after purchase or acquiring 
the lease. Appropriate documentation must be provided to the county office.  

  

• If a perennial forage crop is reported with the intended use of “cover only,” “green manure,” 
“left standing,” or “seed,” then the acreage must be reported by July 15th.Noninsured Crop 
Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) policy holders should note that the acreage reporting 
date for NAP covered crops is the earlier of the applicable dates or 15 calendar days before 
grazing or harvesting of the crop begins. 

 

For questions regarding crop certification and crop loss reports, please contact your local 
FSA office.   

 
Enrollment Period for 2017 Safety Net Coverage Continues 
Through Aug. 1 
Producers on farms with base acres under the safety net programs established by the 2014 Farm 
Bill, known as the Agriculture Risk Coverage (ARC) or Price Loss Coverage (PLC) programs, can 
visit their local FSA office to sign contracts and enroll for the 2017 crop year. The enrollment period 
will continue until Aug. 1, 2017. 

Since shares and ownership of a farm can change year-to-year, producers on the farm must enroll 
by signing a contract each program year.  

If a farm is not enrolled during the 2017 enrollment period, the producers on that farm will not be 
eligible for financial assistance from the ARC or PLC programs for the 2017 crop should crop prices 
or farm revenues fall below the historical price or revenue benchmarks established by the program. 
Producers who made their elections in 2015 must still enroll during the 2017 enrollment period. 

The ARC and PLC programs were authorized by the 2014 Farm Bill and offer a safety net to 
agricultural producers when there is a substantial drop in prices or revenues for covered 
commodities. Covered commodities include barley, canola, large and small chickpeas, corn, 
crambe, flaxseed, grain sorghum, lentils, mustard seed, oats, peanuts, dry peas, rapeseed, long 
grain rice, medium grain rice (which includes short grain and sweet rice), safflower seed, sesame, 
soybeans, sunflower seed and wheat. Upland cotton is no longer a covered commodity. For more 
details regarding these programs, go to www.fsa.usda.gov/arc-plc. 

For more information, producers are encouraged to visit their local FSA office. To find a local FSA 
office, visit http://offices.usda.gov. 
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USDA Announces Streamlined Guaranteed Loans and 
Additional Lender Category for Small-Scale Operators 
The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) announced the availability of a streamlined version of 
USDA guaranteed loans, which are tailored for smaller scale farms and urban producers. The 
program, called EZ Guarantee Loans, uses a simplified application process to help beginning, 
small, underserved and family farmers and ranchers apply for loans of up to $100,000 from USDA-
approved lenders to purchase farmland or finance agricultural operations.  

A new category of lenders will join traditional lenders, such as banks and credit unions, in offering 
USDA EZ Guarantee Loans. Microlenders, which include Community Development Financial 
Institutions and Rural Rehabilitation Corporations, will be able to offer their customers up to $50,000 
of EZ Guaranteed Loans, helping to reach urban areas and underserved producers. Banks, credit 
unions and other traditional USDA-approved lenders, can offer customers up to $100,000 to help 
with agricultural operation costs. 

EZ Guarantee Loans offer low interest rates and terms up to seven years for financing operating 
expenses and 40 years for financing the purchase of farm real estate. USDA-approved lenders can 
issue these loans with the Farm Service Agency (FSA) guaranteeing the loan up to 95 percent. 

More information about the available types of FSA farm loans can be found at 
www.fsa.usda.gov/farmloans or by contacting your local FSA office.  

  

 

USDA Microloans Help Farmers Purchase Farmland and 
Improve Property 
The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) is offering farm ownership microloans, creating a new 
financing avenue for farmers to buy and improve property. These microloans are especially helpful 
to beginning or underserved farmers, U.S. veterans looking for a career in farming, and those who 
have small and mid-sized farming operations. 

The microloan program has been hugely successful, providing more than 16,800 low-interest loans, 
totaling over $373 million to producers across the country. Microloans have helped farmers and 
ranchers with operating costs, such as feed, fertilizer, tools, fencing, equipment, and living 
expenses since 2013. Seventy percent of loans have gone to new farmers. 

Now, microloans will be available to also help with farm land and building purchases, and soil and 
water conservation improvements. FSA designed the expanded program to simplify the application 
process, expand eligibility requirements and expedite smaller real estate loans to help farmers 
strengthen their operations. Microloans provide up to $50,000 to qualified producers, and can be 
issued to the applicant directly from the USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA). 

To learn more about the FSA microloan program visit www.fsa.usda.gov/microloans, or contact your 
local FSA office.  
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USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination, 
write: USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 
Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer 
Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users). 
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