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Acreage Reporting Dates 
In order to comply with FSA program eligibility requirements, all 
producers are encouraged to visit their FSA office to file an 
accurate crop certification report by the applicable deadline. 

The following acreage reporting dates are applicable for 
Pennsylvania: 

2018 Crops: 

• July 16, 2018 –  Corn, Soybeans, Conservation Reserve 
Program (CRP) and all other crops  

• August 15, 2018 – Beans, Cabbage  
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Please contact your local FSA 
Office for questions specific to 
your operation or county. For 
local FSA service center 
contact information, please 
visit: offices.usda.gov 

Dates to Remember: 

July 16: Final Reporting Date 
for Corn, Soybeans, 
Conservation Reserve 
Program (CRP) and all other 
crops 

August 1: End of Enrollment 
Period for 2017 Agricultural 
Risk Coverage / Price Loss 
Coverage Program 
(ARC/PLC) 

August 15: Final Reporting 
Date for Beans, Cabbage 

September 3: Federal 
Holiday - Offices Closed 

September 4: NAP 
Application Closing Date for 
Aquaculture, Christmas 
Trees, Ginseng, Turfgrass 
Sod, Mushrooms, Floriculture. 
 
October 1: NAP Application 
Closing Date for Perennial 
Grasses, Alfalfa, Clover, 
Mixed Forage, Small Grains, 
Most Perennial Fruits and 
Vegetables 

Continuing: Continuous CRP 
Signup 

2019 Crops: 

• October 1, 2018 – Value-loss and controlled environment 
crops including but not limited to Christmas trees, turfgrass 
sod, aquaculture, ginseng, mushrooms (excludes Nursery)  

• Nov. 15, 2018 -- Fall Forage Seeding, PRF/Perennial 
Forage, Fall-Seeded Small Grains  

• Jan. 2, 2019 – (and within 30 days of acquisition/placement 
of colonies) Honey  

• Jan. 15, 2019 – Maple Sap (covered under NAP), Apples, 
Grapes, Peaches, and Pears  

• May 31, 2019 – Nursery Crops (covered under NAP)  
• June 17, 2019 – Spring Barley, Spring Forage Seeding, 

Spring Oats, Rye, Triticale, Spring Wheat  

The following exceptions apply to the above acreage reporting 
dates: 

• If the crop has not been planted by the above acreage 
reporting date, then the acreage must be reported no later 
than 15 calendar days after planting is completed.   

• If a producer acquires additional acreage after the above 
acreage reporting date, then the acreage must be reported 
no later than 30 calendar days after purchase or acquiring 
the lease. Appropriate documentation must be provided to 
the county office.   

• If a perennial forage crop is reported with the intended use 
of “cover only,” “green manure,” “left standing,” or “seed,” 
then the acreage must be reported by July 
15th. Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) 
policy holders should note that the acreage reporting date 
for NAP covered crops is the earlier of the dates listed 
above or 15 calendar days before grazing or harvesting of 
the crop begins.   

For questions regarding crop certification and crop loss reports, 
please contact your county office. 

 
Acreage Crop Reporting Streamlining 
Initiative (ACRSI) 
Farmers and ranchers filing crop acreage reports with the Farm 
Service Agency (FSA) and participating insurance providers 
approved by the Risk Management Agency (RMA) now can provide 
the common information from their acreage reports at one office 
and the information will be electronically shared with the other 
location. This new process is part of the USDA Acreage Crop 
Reporting Streamlining Initiative (ACRSI). 

Producers must still visit both their local FSA office and their 
insurance provider to validate and sign acreage reports, complete 



  maps, or provide program-specific information, including reporting 
uninsured crops to FSA. The common data from the first-filed 
acreage report will now be available to pre-populate and accelerate 
completion of the second report. 

 

 
USDA Enrollment Period for Safety Net Coverage in 2018 
Farmers and ranchers with base acres in the Agriculture Risk Coverage (ARC) or Price Loss 
Coverage (PLC) safety net program may enroll for the 2018 crop year. The enrollment period will 
end on Aug. 1, 2018.  

Since shares and ownership of a farm can change year-to-year, producers must enroll by 
signing a contract each program year.  

The producers on a farm that are not enrolled for the 2018 enrollment period will not be eligible for 
financial assistance from the ARC or PLC programs for the 2018 crop should crop prices or farm 
revenues fall below the historical price or revenue benchmarks established by the program. 
Producers who made their elections in previous years must still enroll during the 2018 enrollment 
period. 

The ARC and PLC programs were authorized by the 2014 Farm Bill and offer a safety net to 
agricultural producers when there is a substantial drop in prices or revenues for covered 
commodities. Covered commodities include barley, canola, large and small chickpeas, corn, 
crambe, flaxseed, grain sorghum, lentils, mustard seed, oats, peanuts, dry peas, rapeseed, long 
grain rice, medium grain rice (which includes short grain and sweet rice), safflower seed, sesame, 
soybeans, sunflower seed, wheat and seed cotton. For more details regarding these programs, go 
to www.fsa.usda.gov/arc-plc. 

For more information, producers are encouraged to visit their local FSA office. To find a local FSA 
office, visit http://offices.usda.gov. 

 
Nominations Open for the 2018 County Committee Elections  
The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) Farm Service Agency (FSA) encourages all farmers, 
ranchers, and FSA program participants to take part in the County Committee election nomination 
process.  

FSA’s county committees are a critical component of the day-to-day operations of FSA and allow 
grassroots input and local administration of federal farm programs.  

Committees are comprised of locally elected agricultural producers responsible for the fair and 
equitable administration of FSA farm programs in their counties. Committee members are 
accountable to the Secretary of Agriculture. If elected, members become part of a local decision 
making and farm program delivery process.  

A county committee is composed of three to 11 elected members from local administrative areas 
(LAA). Each member serves a three-year term. One-third of the seats on these committees are 
open for election each year. County committees may have an appointed advisor to further represent 
the local interests of underserved farmers and ranchers. Underserved producers are beginning, 
women and other minority farmers and ranchers and land owners and/or operators who have limited 

http://www.fsa.usda.gov/arc-plc
http://offices.usda.gov/


resources. Other minority groups including Native American and Alaska Natives; persons under the 
poverty level, and persons that have disabilities are also considered underserved.  

All nomination forms for the 2018 election must be postmarked or received in the local USDA 
service center by Aug. 1, 2018. For more information on FSA county committee elections and 
appointments, refer to the FSA fact sheet: Eligibility to Vote and Hold Office as a COC Member 
available online at: www.fsa.usda.gov/elections.  

 
USDA Reopens Application Period for Producers Recovering 
from Cattle Loss, Other Disasters 
 Signup Underway for Livestock Indemnity Program and Emergency Assistance for 
Livestock, Honey Bees, and Farm-raised Fish 

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) began accepting disaster assistance program 
applications on June 4 from agricultural producers who suffered livestock, honeybees, farm-raised 
fish and other losses due to natural disasters.  

USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) is reopening the application period for two disaster assistance 
programs in response to statutory changes made by Congress earlier this year.   

Beginning June 4, FSA will accept new applications for losses for calendar year 2017 or 2018 filed 
under the Livestock Indemnity Program (LIP) or Emergency Assistance for Livestock, Honey Bees, 
and Farm-raised Fish Program (ELAP). Producers who already submitted applications and received 
decisions on their applications for these years do not need to file again, but they can reapply if they 
have additional losses or their application was disapproved because it was filed late. 

In February, Congress passed the Bipartisan Budget Act of 2018, which made several changes to 
these two disaster programs, including: 

• Removing ELAP’s $20 million fiscal year funding cap, enabling FSA to pay producers’ 2017 
applications in full and their 2018 applications as soon as they are approved. 

• Removing the per-person and legal entity annual program payment limitation of $125,000 
for LIP for 2017 and future years. (The income limitation applies as it did before, meaning 
producers with an adjusted gross income of more than $900,000 are not eligible.) 

• Changing LIP to allow producers to receive a payment for injured livestock that are sold for 
a reduced price due to an eligible event. Previously, the program only covered financial loss 
for livestock death above normal mortality. 

Producers interested in LIP or ELAP should contact their local USDA service center. To apply, 
producers will need to provide verifiable and reliable production records and other information about 
their operation. 

Drought, wildfires and other disasters continue to impact farmers and ranchers, and LIP and ELAP 
are two of many programs available through USDA to help producers recover. Learn more at 
https://www.usda.gov/disaster.  
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Beginning Farmer Loans 
FSA assists beginning farmers to finance agricultural enterprises. Under these designated farm loan 
programs, FSA can provide financing to eligible applicants through either direct or guaranteed 
loans. FSA defines a beginning farmer as a person who:  

• Has operated a farm for not more than 10 years 
• Will materially and substantially participate in the operation of the farm 
• Agrees to participate in a loan assessment, borrower training and financial management 

program sponsored by FSA 
• Does not own a farm in excess of 30 percent of the county’s average size farm. 

 
Additional program information, loan applications, and other materials are available at your 
local USDA Service Center.  You may also visit www.fsa.usda.gov.  

 
FSA Offers Safety Net Programs for Honeybee Producers 
The Farm Service Agency (FSA) administers two programs that have specific safety net benefits for 
producers of honeybees and honey. The Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) and 
the Emergency Assistance for Livestock, Honeybees and Farm-Raised Fish Program (ELAP) assist 
producers when disasters impact honey production or damage or destroy colonies, hives or 
honeybee feed. 

NAP is designed to reduce financial losses when natural disasters result in lower yields or crop 
losses, including honey. NAP coverage is equivalent to catastrophic insurance, meaning it covers 
up to 50 percent of a producer’s normal yield (must have at least a 50 percent loss) at 55 percent of 
the average market price. The NAP service fee is the lesser of $250 per crop or $750 per producer 
per administrative county, not to exceed a total of $1,875 for a producer with farming interests in 
multiple counties.  Eligible causes of loss include drought, freeze, hail, excessive moisture, 
excessive wind, hurricanes, earthquake, flood, and conditions related to damaging weather such as 
excessive heat, plant disease, volcanic smog or insect infestation.  

Producers must apply for NAP coverage by Dec. 1 prior to the year for which they are seeking 
coverage.  

ELAP covers colony losses, hive losses and the loss of purchased feed intended for honeybees. 
For colony losses, producers must have losses in excess of normal mortality (normal mortality is 22 
percent) as a direct result of an eligible adverse weather event or loss condition. For hive losses, 
the hive must have been damaged or destroyed as a result of an eligible adverse weather event or 
loss condition. Eligible adverse weather or loss conditions include Colony Collapse Disorder (for 
colony losses only), earthquake, eligible winter storm (colony loss only), excessive wind, flood, 
hurricane, lighting, tornado, volcanic eruption and wildfire.  For purchased feed, the program covers 
feed purchased above normal quantities to sustain bees during an eligible adverse weather event or 
loss condition.  Under ELAP the producer must provide documentation that best management 
practices are being followed. 

Both the NAP and ELAP programs require producers to report the number of colonies they have in 
production to FSA by Jan. 2, 2019.  Honeybee producers must notify FSA within 30 calendar days 
of changes in the total number of colonies or when honeybees are moved to another county.   

http://www.fsa.usda.gov/


For ELAP, producers must notify FSA within 30 calendar days of when a loss occurs or from when 
the loss is apparent. Producers with NAP coverage must file a Notice of Loss within 15 days of the 
occurrence of the disaster or when losses become apparent.  

To learn more about programs for honey and honeybee producers, contact your local FSA office.  

 
Report Non-Insured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) 
Losses 
The Non-Insured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) provides financial assistance to 
producers of non-insurable crops when low yields, loss of inventory, or prevented planting occur 
due to natural disasters including excess moisture. 

Eligible producers must have purchased NAP coverage for 2018 crops. A notice of loss must be 
filed the earlier of 15 days of the occurrence of the disaster or when losses become apparent or 15 
days of the final harvest date. 

Eligible crops must be commercially produced agricultural commodities for which crop insurance is 
not available, including perennial grass forage and grazing crops, fruits, vegetables, mushrooms, 
floriculture, ornamental nursery, aquaculture, turf grass, ginseng, honey, syrup, bioenergy, and 
industrial crops. 

For more information on NAP, contact your local FSA office or visit www.fsa.usda.gov/nap. 

 
Farm Storage Facility Loans 
FSA’s Farm Storage Facility Loan (FSFL) program provides low-interest financing to producers to 
build or upgrade storage facilities and to purchase portable (new or used) structures, equipment and 
storage and handling trucks. 

The low-interest funds can be used to build or upgrade permanent facilities to store commodities. 
Eligible commodities include corn, grain sorghum, rice, soybeans, oats, peanuts, wheat, barley, 
minor oilseeds harvested as whole grain, pulse crops (lentils, chickpeas and dry peas), hay, honey, 
renewable biomass, fruits, nuts and vegetables for cold storage facilities, floriculture, hops, maple 
sap, rye, milk, cheese, butter, yogurt, meat and poultry (unprocessed), eggs, and aquaculture 
(excluding systems that maintain live animals through uptake and discharge of water). Qualified 
facilities include grain bins, hay barns and cold storage facilities for eligible commodities.   

Loans up to $50,000 can be secured by a promissory note/security agreement. Loans exceeding 
$100,000 require additional security. 

Producers do not need to demonstrate the lack of commercial credit availability to apply. The loans 
are designed to assist a diverse range of farming operations, including small and mid-sized 
businesses, new farmers, operations supplying local food and farmers markets, non-traditional farm 
products, and underserved producers. 

To learn more about the FSA Farm Storage Facility Loan, visit www.fsa.usda.gov/pricesupport  or 
contact your local FSA county office.  To find your local FSA county office, visit 
http://offices.usda.gov. 
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Interest Rates for July 2018 
Farm Operating Loans - Direct: 3.875% 

Farm Operating Loans - Microloan: 3.875% 

Farm Ownership Loans:  

• Direct:       4.125%  
• Microloan:      4.125% 
• Joint Financing:  2.500%  
• Direct Down Payment, Beginning Farmer or Rancher: 1.500%  

Emergency Loans:  3.750% 

Farm Storage Facility Loans (3 years): 2.625%  
Farm Storage Facility Loans (5 years): 2.750%  
Farm Storage Facility Loans (7 years): 2.875%  
Farm Storage Facility Loans (10 years): 2.875% 
Farm Storage Facility Loans (12 years): 3.000% 

Commodity Loans: 3.250% 

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination, 
write: USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 
Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer 
Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users). 
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