March 2018
QSD United States

=—= Department of
S oicuiture

Farm Service Agency Electronic News Service

N/

NEWSLETTER

GovDelivery

Having trouble viewing this email? View it as a Web page.

March 2018 Pennsylvania FSA

Newsletter

e Farm Storage Facility Loans

CRP Participants Must Maintain Approved Cover on Acreages Enrolled in CRP and Farm

Programs

Tree Assistance Program (TAP) Sign-up

Reporting Wind Turbines Constructed on Cropland

FSA Offers Joint Financing Option on Direct Farm Ownership Loans

USDA Enrollment Period for Safety Net Coverage in 2018

Unauthorized Disposition of Grain

Interest Rates for March 2018

Pennsylvania Farm
Service Agency

359 East Park Drive, Suite 1
Harrisburg, PA 17111

Phone: 717-237-2113
Fax: 855-778-8909

www.fsa.usda.gov/pa

State Executive Director:
Gary Groves

State Committee Members:

Bonnie Wenger, Chair

Farm Storage Facility Loans

FSA’s Farm Storage Facility Loan (FSFL) program provides low-
interest financing to producers to build or upgrade storage facilities
and to purchase portable (new or used) structures, equipment and
storage and handling trucks.

The low-interest funds can be used to build or upgrade permanent
facilities to store commodities. Eligible commodities include corn,
grain sorghum, rice, soybeans, oats, peanuts, wheat, barley, minor
oilseeds harvested as whole grain, pulse crops (lentils, chickpeas
and dry peas), hay, honey, renewable biomass, fruits, nuts and
vegetables for cold storage facilities, floriculture, hops, maple sap,
rye, milk, cheese, butter, yogurt, meat and poultry (unprocessed),
eggs, and aquaculture (excluding systems that maintain live
animals through uptake and discharge of water). Qualified facilities
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Please contact your local FSA
Office for questions specific to
your operation or county. For
local FSA service center
contact information, please
visit: offices.usda.gov

Dates to Remember:

March 15: NAP Application
for Coverage Deadline for
Spring-Seeded Crops

April 2: Final Availability Date
for 2017 Small Grain and
Honey MAL/LDP

May 28: Federal Holiday -
Offices Closed

May 31: Final Availability
Date for 2017 Corn, Dry Peas,
Grain Sorghum, Lentils,
Mustard Seed, Rice,
Safflower Seed, Chickpeas,
Soybeans, Sunflower Seed
MAL/LDP

June 15: Final Reporting
Date for Spring Barley, Spring
Forage Seeding, Spring Oats,
Rye, Triticale, Spring Wheat

Continuing: Continuous CRP
Signup (CREP only)

include grain bins, hay barns and cold storage facilities for eligible
commodities.

Loans up to $50,000 can be secured by a promissory note/security
agreement. Loans exceeding $100,000 require additional security.

Producers do not need to demonstrate the lack of commercial
credit availability to apply. The loans are designed to assist a
diverse range of farming operations, including small and mid-sized
businesses, new farmers, operations supplying local food and
farmers markets, non-traditional farm products, and underserved
producers.

To learn more about the FSA Farm Storage Facility Loan, visit
www.fsa.usda.gov/pricesupport or contact your local FSA county
office. To find your local FSA county office, visit
http://offices.usda.gov.

CRP Participants Must Maintain
Approved Cover on Acreages Enrolled in
CRP and Farm Programs

Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) participants are responsible
for ensuring adequate, approved vegetative and practice cover is
maintained to control erosion throughout the life of the contract
after the practice has been established. Participants must also
control undesirable vegetation, weeds (including noxious weeds),
insects and rodents that may pose a threat to existing cover or
adversely impact other landowners in the area.

All CRP maintenance activities, such as mowing, burning, disking
and spraying, must be conducted outside the primary nesting or
brood rearing season for wildlife, which for Pennsylvania is April 1st
through July 31st. However, spot treatment of the acreage may be
allowed during the primary nesting or brood rearing season if, left
untreated, the weeds, insects or undesirable species would
adversely impact the approved cover. In this instance, spot
treatment is limited to the affected areas in the field and requires
County Committee approval prior to beginning the spot treatment.
The County Committee will consult with NRCS to determine if such
activities are needed to maintain the approved cover.

Annual mowing of CRP for generic weed control, or for cosmetic
purposes, is prohibited at all times.
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Tree Assistance Program (TAP) Sign-up

Orchardists and nursery tree growers who experience losses from natural disasters during calendar
year 2018 must submit a TAP application either 90 calendar days after the disaster event or the
date when the loss is apparent. TAP was authorized by the Agricultural Act of 2014 as a permanent
disaster program. TAP provides financial assistance to qualifying orchardists and nursery tree
growers to replant or rehabilitate eligible trees, bushes and vines damaged by natural disasters.

Eligible tree types include trees, bushes or vines that produce an annual crop for commercial
purposes. Nursery trees include ornamental, fruit, nut and Christmas trees that are produced for
commercial sale. Trees used for pulp or timber are ineligible.

To qualify for TAP, orchardists must suffer a qualifying tree, bush or vine loss in excess of 15
percent mortality from an eligible natural disaster, plus an adjustment for normal mortality. The
eligible trees, bushes or vines must have been owned when the natural disaster occurred; however,
eligible growers are not required to own the land on which the eligible trees, bushes and vines were
planted.

If the TAP application is approved, the eligible trees, bushes and vines must be replaced within 12
months from the date the application is approved. The cumulative total quantity of acres planted to
trees, bushes or vines, for which a producer can receive TAP payments, cannot exceed 500 acres
annually.

Reporting Wind Turbines Constructed on Cropland

Producers who have wind turbines constructed on their farms should notify the local Farm Service
Agency office. Any area that is no longer considered suitable as cropland (producing annual or
perennial crops) should be designated in FSA’s records and aerial photography maps. When base
acres on a farm are converted to a non-agricultural commercial or industrial use, the total base
acres on the farm must be reduced accordingly. Non-cropland areas used for wind turbines might
impact payments calculated using base acres, such as Agriculture Risk Coverage (ARC) and Price
Loss Coverage (PLC).

FSA Offers Joint Financing Option on Direct Farm Ownership
Loans

The USDA Farm Service Agency’s (FSA) Direct Farm Ownership loans are a resource to help
farmers and ranchers become owner-operators of family farms, improve and expand current
operations, increase agricultural productivity, and assist with land tenure to save farmland for future
generations.

Depending on the applicant’s needs, there are three types of Direct Farm Ownership Loans:
regular, down payment and joint financing. FSA also offers a Direct Farm Ownership Microloan
option for smaller financial needs up to $50,000.

Joint financing allows FSA to provide more farmers and ranchers with access to capital. FSA lends
up to 50 percent of the total amount financed. A commercial lender, a State program or the seller of
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the property being purchased, provides the balance of loan funds, with or without an FSA
guarantee. The maximum loan amount for a Joint Financing loan is $300,000 and the repayment
period for the loan is up to 40 years.

To be eligible, the operation must be an eligible farm enterprise. Farm Ownership loan funds cannot
be used to finance nonfarm enterprises and all applicants must be able to meet general eligibility
requirements. Loan applicants are also required to have participated in the business operations of a
farm or ranch for at least three years out of the 10 years prior to the date the application is
submitted. The applicant must show documentation that their participation in the business operation
of the farm or ranch was not solely as a laborer.

For more information about FSA Loan programs, contact your local FSA office or visit
www.fsa.usda.gov. To find your local FSA office, visit http://offices.usda.gov.

USDA Enrollment Period for Safety Net Coverage in 2018

Farmers and ranchers with base acres in the Agriculture Risk Coverage (ARC) or Price Loss
Coverage (PLC) safety net program may enroll for the 2018 crop year. The enrollment period will
end on Aug. 1, 2018.

Since shares and ownership of a farm can change year-to-year, producers must enroll by
signing a contract each program year.

The producers on a farm that are not enrolled for the 2018 enrollment period will not be eligible for
financial assistance from the ARC or PLC programs for the 2018 crop should crop prices or farm
revenues fall below the historical price or revenue benchmarks established by the program.
Producers who made their elections in previous years must still enroll during the 2018 enroliment
period.

The ARC and PLC programs were authorized by the 2014 Farm Bill and offer a safety net to
agricultural producers when there is a substantial drop in prices or revenues for covered
commodities. Covered commodities include barley, canola, large and small chickpeas, corn,
crambe, flaxseed, grain sorghum, lentils, mustard seed, oats, peanuts, dry peas, rapeseed, long
grain rice, medium grain rice (which includes short grain and sweet rice), safflower seed, sesame,
soybeans, sunflower seed and wheat. Upland cotton is no longer a covered commodity. For more
details regarding these programs, go to www.fsa.usda.gov/arc-plc.

For more information, producers are encouraged to visit their local FSA office. To find a local FSA
office, visit http://offices.usda.gov.

Unauthorized Disposition of Grain

If loan grain has been disposed of through feeding, selling or any other form of disposal without
prior written authorization from the county office staff, it is considered unauthorized disposition. The
financial penalties for unauthorized dispositions are severe and a producer’s name will be placed on
a loan violation list for a two-year period. Always call before you haul any grain under loan.
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Interest Rates for March 2018

Farm Operating Loans - Direct: 3.250%
Farm Operating Loans - Microloan: 3.250%

Farm Ownership Loans:

Direct: 3.750%

Microloan: 3.750%

Joint Financing: 2.500%

Direct Down Payment, Beginning Farmer or Rancher: 1.500%

Emergency Loans: 3.750%

Farm Storage Facility Loans (3 years): 2.250%
Farm Storage Facility Loans (5 years): 2.500%
Farm Storage Facility Loans (7 years): 2.750%
Farm Storage Facility Loans (10 years): 2.750%
Farm Storage Facility Loans (12 years): 2.750%

Commodity Loans: 2.875%

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination,
write: USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400
Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer
Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users).

SHARE

LJ__S DA Questions?
S —

STAY CONNECTED:

£ 58 3% ra Fe )

SUBSCRIBER SERVICES:
Manage Preferences | Delete Profile | Help

This email was sent to Email Address using GovDelivery Communications
Cloud on behalf of: USDA Farm Service Agency - 1400 Independence Ave., GQOVDELIVERY
S.W. - Washington, DC 20250 - 800-439-1420

5


https://www.fsa.usda.gov/contact-us
https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/USFSA/subscriber/new?preferences=true
https://admin.govdelivery.com/accounts/USFSA/%5b%5bONECLICK_UNSUB_URL%5d%5d
https://subscriberhelp.govdelivery.com/
https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/USFSA/bulletins/1e1840c?reqfrom=share
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/
http://twitter.com/usdafsa
https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/USFSA/subscriber/new
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/FSA/webapp?area=newsroom&subject=landing&topic=wid
http://askfsa.custhelp.com/
http://fsa.blogs.govdelivery.com/
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/FSA/rss?area=newsroom&subject=landing&topic=rss
https://subscriberhelp.granicus.com/

