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USDA Reopens Enrollment for Improved 
Dairy Safety Net Tool 
USDA’s Farm Service Agency encourages dairy producers to 
consider enrolling in the new and improved Margin Protection 
Program for Dairy (MPP-Dairy), which will provide better 
protections for dairy producers from shifting milk and feed prices. 
With changes authorized under the Bipartisan Budget Act of 2018, 
the U.S. Department of Agriculture’s (USDA) Farm Service Agency 
(FSA) has set the enrollment period to run from April 9, 2018 to 
June 1, 2018. 

About the Program: 

The program protects dairy producers by paying them when the 
difference between the national all-milk price and the national 
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Doug Graybill 
Bill Hoover 

Division Chiefs: 
David Poorbaugh: 
Farm Loan Programs 

Please contact your local FSA 
Office for questions specific to 
your operation or county. For 
local FSA service center 
contact information, please 
visit: offices.usda.gov 

Dates to Remember: 

May 28: Federal Holiday - 
Offices Closed 

May 31: Final Availability 
Date for 2017 Corn, Dry Peas, 
Grain Sorghum, Lentils, 
Mustard Seed, Rice, 
Safflower Seed, Chickpeas, 
Soybeans, Sunflower Seed 
MAL/LDP 

June 1: End of 2018 Dairy 
Margin Protection Program 
(MPP-Dairy) Registration and 
Re-Enrollment Period 

June 15: Final Reporting 
Date for Spring Barley, Spring 
Forage Seeding, Spring Oats, 
Rye, Triticale, Spring Wheat  

July 4: Federal Holiday - 
Offices Closed 

July 16: Final Reporting Date 
for Corn, Soybeans, 
Conservation Reserve 
Program (CRP) and all other 
crops 

Continuing: Continuous CRP 
Signup (CREP only) 

  

  

average feed cost (the margin) falls below a certain dollar amount 
elected by the producer.  

Changes include:  

• Calculations of the margin period is monthly rather than bi-
monthly. 

• Covered production is increased to 5 million pounds on the 
Tier 1 premium schedule, and premium rates for Tier 1 are 
substantially lowered.   

• An exemption from paying an administrative fee for limited 
resource, beginning, veteran, and disadvantaged 
producers. Dairy operators enrolled in the previous 2018 
enrollment period that qualify for this exemption under the 
new provisions may request a refund. 

Dairy operations must make a new coverage election for 2018, 
even if you enrolled during the previous 2018 signup period. 
Coverage elections made for 2018 will be retroactive to January 1, 
2018. All dairy operations desiring coverage must sign up during 
the enrollment period and submit an appropriate form (CCC-782) 
and dairy operations may still “opt out” by not submitting a form. All 
outstanding balances for 2017 and prior years must be paid in full 
before 2018 coverage is approved.  

Dairy producers can participate in FSA’s MPP-Dairy or the Risk 
Management Agency’s Livestock Gross Margin Insurance Plan for 
Dairy Cattle (LGM-Dairy), but not both. During the 2018 enrollment 
period, only producers with an active LGM-Dairy policy who have 
targeted marketings insured in 2018 months will be allowed to 
enroll in MPP-Dairy by June 1, 2018; however, their coverage will 
start only after active target marketings conclude under LGM-Dairy.  

USDA has a web tool to help producers determine the level of 
coverage under the MPP-Dairy that will provide them with the 
strongest safety net under a variety of conditions. The online 
resource, which will be updated and available by April 9 at 
www.fsa.usda.gov/mpptool, allows dairy farmers to quickly and 
easily combine unique operation data and other key variables to 
calculate their coverage needs based on price projections. 
Producers can also review historical data or estimate future 
coverage based on data projections. The secure site can be 
accessed via computer, smartphone, tablet or any other platform. 

USDA is mailing postcards advising dairy producers of the 
changes. For more information, visit www.fsa.usda.gov/dairy or 
contact your local USDA service center. 
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2018 Acreage Reporting Dates 
In order to comply with FSA program eligibility requirements, all producers are encouraged to visit 
their local FSA office to file an accurate crop certification report by the applicable deadline. 

The following acreage reporting dates are applicable for Pennsylvania: 

• May 31, 2018 – Nursery Crops (covered under NAP)  
• June 15, 2018 – Spring Barley, Spring Forage Seeding, Spring Oats, Rye, Triticale, Spring 

Wheat  
• July 16, 2018 –  Corn, Soybeans, Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) and all other 

crops  
• August 15, 2018 – Beans, Cabbage  

The following exceptions apply to the above acreage reporting dates: 

• If the crop has not been planted by the above acreage reporting date, then the acreage 
must be reported no later than 15 calendar days after planting is completed. 

• If a producer acquires additional acreage after the above acreage reporting date, then the 
acreage must be reported no later than 30 calendars days after purchase or acquiring the 
lease. Appropriate documentation must be provided to the county office. 

• If a perennial forage crop is reported with the intended use of “cover only,” “green manure,” 
“left standing,” or “seed,” then the acreage must be reported by July 15th. 

Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) policy holders should note that the acreage 
reporting date for NAP covered crops is the earlier of the dates listed above or 15 calendar days 
before grazing or harvesting of the crop begins. 

For questions regarding crop certification and crop loss reports, please contact your local FSA 
office.  

 
Annual Review of Payment Eligibility for New Crop Year 
All participants of FSA programs who request program benefits are required to submit a completed 
CCC-902 (Farming Operation Plan) and CCC-941 Average Gross Income (AGI) Certification and 
Consent to Disclosure of Tax Information to be considered for payment eligibility and payment 
limitation applicable for the program benefits.  

Participants are not required to annually submit new CCC-902s for payment eligibility and payment 
limitation purposes unless a change in the farming operation occurs that may affect the 
determination of record. A valid CCC-902 filed by the participant is considered to be a continuous 
certification used for all payment eligibility and payment limitation determinations applicable for the 
program benefits requested.  

Participants are responsible for ensuring that all CCC-902 and CCC-941 and related forms on file in 
the county Office are correct at all times. Participants are required to timely notify the county office 
of any changes in the farming operation that may affect the determination of record by filing a new 
or updated CCC-902 as applicable.       

Changes that may require a NEW determination include, but are not limited to, a change of: 



•  Shares of a contract, which may reflect: 

                -A land lease from cash rent to share rent 

                -A land lease from share rent to cash rent (subject to the cash rent tenant rule) 

                -A modification of a variable/fixed bushel-rent arrangement 

• The size of the producer’s farming operation by the addition or reduction of cropland that 
may affect the application of a cropland factor 

• The structure of the farming operation, including any change to a member's share 
• The contribution of farm inputs of capital, land, equipment, active personal labor, and/or 

active personal management 
• Farming interests not previously disclosed on CCC-902 including the farming interests of a 

spouse or minor child 
• Financial status that may affect the 3-year average for the determination of average AGI or 

other changes that affects eligibility under the average adjusted gross income limitations.  

Participants are encouraged to file or review these forms within the deadlines established for each 
applicable program for which program benefits are being requested. 

 
Farm Service Agency Makes Administrative Change to the 
Livestock Indemnity Program 
Agricultural producers who have lost livestock to disease, resulting from a weather disaster, 
now have an additional way to become eligible for the Livestock Indemnity Program.  

In the event of disease, this change by USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) authorizes local FSA 
county committees to accept veterinarian certifications that livestock deaths were directly related to 
adverse weather and unpreventable through good animal husbandry and management. The 
committees may then use this certification to allow eligibility for producers on a case-by-case basis 
for LIP. 

LIP provides benefits to agricultural producers for livestock deaths in excess of normal mortality 
caused by adverse weather, disease or by attacks by animals reintroduced into the wild by the 
federal government. Eligible weather events include earthquakes, hail, tornadoes, hurricanes, 
storms, blizzard and flooding.  

Producers interested in LIP or other USDA disaster assistance programs should contact their local 
USDA service center. 

 
Reporting Solar Panels Constructed on Cropland 
Producers who have solar panels constructed on their farms should notify the local Farm Service 
Agency office. Any area that is no longer considered suitable as cropland (producing annual or 
perennial crops) should be designated in FSA’s records and aerial photography maps. When base 
acres on a farm are converted to a non-agricultural commercial or industrial use, the total base 
acres on the farm must be reduced accordingly. Non-cropland areas used for solar panels might 
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impact payments calculated using base acres, such as Agriculture Risk Coverage (ARC) and Price 
Loss Coverage (PLC) and Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) annual rental payments. 

 
Supervised Credit 
Farm Service Agency (FSA) Farm Loan programs are considered supervised credit. Unlike loans 
from a commercial lender, FSA loans are intended to be temporary in nature. Therefore, it is our 
goal to help you graduate to commercial credit, and our farm loan staff is available to help 
borrowers through training and credit counseling. 

The FSA team will help borrowers identify their goals to ensure financial success. Through this 
process, FSA staff will advise borrowers in developing strategies and a plan to meet your 
operation’s goals and graduate to commercial credit. Ultimately, the borrower is responsible for the 
success of the farming operation, but FSA’s staff will help in an advisory role to provide the tools 
necessary to help you achieve your operational goals and manage your finances. 

For more information on FSA farm loan programs, visit www.fsa.usda.gov. 

 
Environmental Review Required Before Project 
Implementation  
The National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) requires Federal agencies to consider all potential 
environmental impacts for federally-funded projects before the project is approved.  

For all Farm Service Agency (FSA) programs, an environmental review must be completed before 
actions are approved, such as site preparation or ground disturbance. These programs include, but 
are not limited to, the Emergency Conservation Program (ECP), Farm Storage Facility Loan 
(FSFL) program and farm loans. If project implementation begins before FSA has completed an 
environmental review, this will result in a denial of the request. There are exceptions regarding the 
Stafford Act and emergencies. It is important to wait until you receive written approval of your 
project proposal before starting any actions, including, but not limited to, vegetation clearing, site 
preparation or ground disturbance.  

Remember to contact your local FSA office early in your planning process to determine what level of 
environmental review is required for your program application so that it can be completed timely.  

Applications cannot be approved contingent upon the completion of an environmental review. FSA 
must have copies of all permits and plans before an application can be approved. 

 
USDA Microloans Help Farmers Purchase Farmland and 
Improve Property 
The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) is offering farm ownership microloans, creating a new 
financing avenue for farmers to buy and improve property. These microloans are especially helpful 
to beginning or underserved farmers, U.S. veterans looking for a career in farming, and those who 
have small and mid-sized farming operations. 

The microloan program has been hugely successful, providing more than 16,800 low-interest loans, 
totaling over $373 million to producers across the country. Microloans have helped farmers and 
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ranchers with operating costs, such as feed, fertilizer, tools, fencing, equipment, and living 
expenses since 2013. Seventy percent of loans have gone to new farmers. 

Now, microloans are available to also help with farm land and building purchases, and soil and 
water conservation improvements. FSA designed the expanded program to simplify the application 
process, expand eligibility requirements and expedite smaller real estate loans to help farmers 
strengthen their operations. Microloans provide up to $50,000 to qualified producers, and can be 
issued to the applicant directly from the USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA). 

To learn more about the FSA microloan program visit www.fsa.usda.gov/microloans, or contact your 
local FSA office.  

  

 
Interest Rates for May 2018 
Farm Operating Loans - Direct: 3.625% 

Farm Operating Loans - Microloan: 3.625% 

Farm Ownership Loans:  

• Direct:       4.125%  
• Microloan:      4.125% 
• Joint Financing:  2.500%  
• Direct Down Payment, Beginning Farmer or Rancher: 1.500%  

Emergency Loans:  3.750% 

Farm Storage Facility Loans (3 years): 2.500%  
Farm Storage Facility Loans (5 years): 2.625%  
Farm Storage Facility Loans (7 years): 2.750%  
Farm Storage Facility Loans (10 years): 2.875% 
Farm Storage Facility Loans (12 years): 2.875% 

Commodity Loans: 3.125% 

 
USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination, 
write: USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 
Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer 
Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users). 

 

 

 

 

Questions?  
Contact Us  
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