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USDA Market Facilitation Program

USDA launched the trade mitigation package aimed at assisting
farmers suffering from damage due to unjustified trade retaliation
by foreign nations. Producers of certain commodities can now sign
up for the Market Facilitation Program (MFP).

USDA'’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) will administer MFP to provide
payments to corn (fresh and processed), cotton, dairy, hog,
sorghum, soybean (fresh and processed), wheat, shelled almond,
and fresh sweet cherry producers. An announcement about further
payments will be made in the coming months, if warranted.

The sign-up period for MFP runs through Jan. 15, 2019, with
information and instructions provided at

www.farmers.gov/mfp. MFP provides payments to producers of
eligible commodities who have been significantly impacted by
actions of foreign governments resulting in the loss of traditional
exports. Eligible producers should apply after harvest is complete,
as payments will only be issued once production is reported

A payment will be issued on 50 percent of the producer’s total
production, multiplied by the MFP rate for a specific commodity. A
second payment period, if warranted, will be determined by the
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Phone: 859-224-7622 USDA.

Farm Program Chief: For a list of initial MFP payments rates, view the MEP_Fact Sheet.

Travis Chick

Phone: 859-224-7637 MFP payments are capped per person or legal entity as follows:

Farm Loan Chief: e A combined $125,000 for eligible crop commodities

Mike H.oyt e A combined $125,000 for dairy production and hogs

Phone: 859-224-7440 e A combined $125,000 for fresh sweet cherries and
almonds

To find contact information for

your local office go to Applicants must also have an average adjusted gross income for

www.fsa.usda.gov/ky tax years 2014, 2015, and 2016 of less than $900,000. Applicants
must also comply with the provisions of the Highly Erodible Land
and Wetland Conservation regulations.

MFP applications are available online at www.farmers.gov/mfp.
Applications can be completed at a local FSA office or submitted
electronically either by scanning, emailing, or faxing. To locate or
contact your local FSA office, visit www.farmers.gov

Changing Bank Accounts

FSA program payments are issued electronically into your bank account. In order to make timely
payments, you need to notify your FSA servicing office if you close your account or if your bank
information is changed for whatever reason (such as your financial institution merging or being
purchased). Payments can be delayed if FSA is not notified of changes to account and bank routing
numbers.

For some programs, payments are not made until the following year. For example, payments for
crop year 2017 through the Agriculture Risk Coverage and Price Loss Coverage program aren’t
paid until 2018. If the bank account was closed due to the death of an individual or dissolution of an
entity or partnership before the payment was issued, please notify your local FSA office as soon as
possible to claim your payment.

Sign in/Sign up!

Farmers, ranchers and agricultural producers have new online options to access U.S. Department
of Agriculture (USDA) programs. Through USDA'’s new streamlined process, producers doing
business as an individual can now register, track and manage their applications for the Market
Facilitation Program (MFP) and 2017 Wildfires Hurricanes Indemnity Program (2017 WHIP) on the
secure and convenient www.farmers.gov. Producers doing business as an individual first need to
sign up for the Level 2 eAuthentication access. Currently USDA eAuthentication does not have the
mechanism to issue accounts to businesses, corporations, other entities or for anyone acting on
behalf of another individual or entity.

e Step 1: Create and online account at www.eauth.usda.gov

e Step 2: Complete identity verification by either using the online self-service identity
verification method or by completing the identity verification in-person at your USDA Service
Center.

e Step 3: You're enrolled

e Step 4: Contact your local USDA Service Center to have your new Level 2 account linked
with your USDA customer record
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e Step 5: You're ready to Log In

Or go to your local USDA Service Center and our supportive staff will help you sign up for Level 2
Access right in the office! They will get you online so you can create an online account at
https://www.farmers.gov/sign-in. You'll complete identity verification right on the spot. You're
enrolled! Users with a secure Level 2 eAuthentication ID linked to their USDA customer record can
apply for select USDA programs, view and print farm maps and farm records data. Enrolling is easy!
Visit farmers.gov/sign-in to learn more.

To locate a service center near you or use online services not requiring eAuthentication access, visit
www.farmers.gov. For technical assistance, call the eAuthentication help desk at 1-800-457-3642.

USDA and SCORE Joining Forces to Find Mentors

If you are a farmer or rancher, or have agricultural or business experience, join us in supporting the
next generation and in investing in your local community! Your experiences and knowledge as a
business owner, agricultural professional, or farmer can provide vital support to the community you
live in.

USDA is collaborating with SCORE — www.score.org - the nation's largest network of volunteer,
expert business mentors in an effort to expand the field of available agricultural mentors and provide
free business mentoring to farmers, ranchers, and other agricultural and rural business owners.
SCORE is currently looking for volunteers with experience in an agriculture-related field who would
like to become a part of an extended field of volunteers. The organization’s Orientation and
Mentoring Certification program provides volunteers with everything needed to be a successful
volunteer. Training includes background about SCORE’s mission and services, as well as guidance
on how to be a business mentor, including enhancement of listening, interviewing and problem-
solving skills.

Current SCORE volunteer mentors have backgrounds in finance, accounting, marketing,
operations, business and financial planning. The mentors provide local expertise and free one-on-
one business mentoring to new and existing farmers and business owners. Together they work
through the process of starting up or maintaining agricultural and rural businesses. No matter what
stage a business is in, SCORE volunteer mentors can help in developing business plans, navigating
financing and legal issues, identifying new markets, and other topics, in order to help their clients
succeed. FSA invites you to learn more and sign up to become a mentor today at
https://newfarmers.usda.gov/mentorship.

Reporting Organic Crops

Producers who want to use the Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) organic price
and selected the "organic" option on their NAP application must report their crops as organic.

When certifying organic acres, the buffer zone acreage must be included in the organic acreage.

Producers must also provide a current organic plan, organic certificate or documentation from a
certifying agent indicating an organic plan is in effect. Documentation must include:

name of certified individuals
address

telephone number

effective date of certification
certificate number

list of commodities certified


https://www.farmers.gov/sign-in
http://www.farmers.gov/
http://www.score.org/?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://newfarmers.usda.gov/mentorship?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery

e name and address of certifying agent
e a map showing the specific location of each field of certified organic, including the buffer
zone acreage

Certification exemptions are available for producers whose annual gross agricultural income from
organic sales totals $5,000 or less. Although exempt growers are not required to provide a written
certificate, they are still required to provide a map showing the specific location of each field of
certified organic, transitional and buffer zone acreage.

For questions about reporting organic crops, contact your local FSA office. To find your local office,
visit http://offices.usda.gov.

USDA Microloans Help Farmers Purchase Farmland and
Improve Property

Producers, Including Beginning and Underserved Farmers, Have a New Option to Gain Access to
Land

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) is offering farm ownership microloans, creating a new
financing avenue for farmers to buy and improve property. These microloans are especially helpful
to beginning or underserved farmers, U.S. veterans looking for a career in farming, and those who
have small and mid-sized farming operations.

The microloan program has been hugely successful, providing more than 16,800 low-interest loans,
totaling over $373 million to producers across the country. Microloans have helped farmers and
ranchers with operating costs, such as feed, fertilizer, tools, fencing, equipment, and living
expenses since 2013. Seventy percent of loans have gone to new farmers.

Now, microloans will be available to also help with farm land and building purchases, and soil and
water conservation improvements. FSA designed the expanded program to simplify the application
process, expand eligibility requirements and expedite smaller real estate loans to help farmers
strengthen their operations. Microloans provide up to $50,000 to qualified producers, and can be
issued to the applicant directly from the USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA).

To learn more about the FSA microloan program visit www.fsa.usda.gov/microloans, or contact your
local FSA office.

USDA Announces Streamlined Guaranteed Loans and
Additional Lender Category for Small-Scale Operators

Options Help More Beginning, Small and Urban Producers Gain Access to Credit

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) announced the availability of a streamlined version of
USDA guaranteed loans, which are tailored for smaller scale farms and urban producers. The
program, called EZ Guarantee Loans, uses a simplified application process to help beginning,
small, underserved and family farmers and ranchers apply for loans of up to $100,000 from USDA-
approved lenders to purchase farmland or finance agricultural operations.

A new category of lenders will join traditional lenders, such as banks and credit unions, in offering
USDA EZ Guarantee Loans. Microlenders, which include Community Development Financial
Institutions and Rural Rehabilitation Corporations, will be able to offer their customers up to $50,000
of EZ Guaranteed Loans, helping to reach urban areas and underserved producers. Banks, credit
unions and other traditional USDA-approved lenders, can offer customers up to $100,000 to help
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with agricultural operation costs.

EZ Guarantee Loans offer low interest rates and terms up to seven years for financing operating
expenses and 40 years for financing the purchase of farm real estate. USDA-approved lenders can
issue these loans with the Farm Service Agency (FSA) guaranteeing the loan up to 95 percent.

More information about the available types of FSA farm loans can be found at
www.fsa.usda.gov/farmloans or by contacting your local FSA office.

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination,
write: USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400
Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer
Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users).
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