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Upcoming Deadlines to Remember 
Acreage Reporting Deadlines 

November 15, 2018 Perennial Forage - Preceding Year (Report 
2018 for 2019) 

December 15, 2018 Fall Seeded Small Grains. Examples: Barley, 
Oats, Rye, Wheat- Preceding Year (Report 2018 for 2019) 

January 15, 2019 Peaches, Canola 

NAP Applications Closing Dates  

November 20, 2018 - Apples, Aronia, Blueberries, Caneberries, 
Cherries, Chestnuts, Grapes, Honey, Jujubes, Nectarines, 
Pawpaws, Peaches, Pears, Pecans, Persimmons, Plums, Quinces, 
Rhubarb, Strawberries - Preceding Year (Report 2018 for 2019) 

 
Update Your Records 
FSA is cleaning up our producer record database. If you have 
any unreported changes of address, zip code, phone 
number, email address or an incorrect name or business 
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name on file they need to be reported to our office. Changes 
in your farm operation, like the addition of a farm by lease or 
purchase, need to be reported to our office as well. 
Producers participating in FSA and NRCS programs are 
required to timely report changes in their farming operation to 
the County Committee in writing and update their CCC-902 
Farm Operating Plan. 
  
If you have any updates or corrections, please call your local 
FSA office to update your records.   

 

 
USDA Enrollment Period for Safety Net Coverage in 2018 
Farmers and ranchers with generic base acres in the Agriculture Risk Coverage (ARC) or 
Price Loss Coverage (PLC) safety net program still have time to enroll for the 2018 crop 
year. Producers with generic base acres have until Dec. 7, 2018, to allocate generic base 
acres, update yields, make a program election for seed cotton base acres and enroll farms 
that formerly contained generic base acres.  
  
Since shares and ownership of a farm can change year-to-year, producers must 
enroll by signing a contract each program year.  
  
The producers on a farm that are not enrolled for the 2018 enrollment period will not be 
eligible for financial assistance from the ARC or PLC programs for the 2018 crop should 
crop prices or farm revenues fall below the historical price or revenue benchmarks 
established by the program. Producers who made their elections in previous years must 
still enroll during the 2018 enrollment period. 
  
The ARC and PLC programs were authorized by the 2014 Farm Bill and offer a safety net 
to agricultural producers when there is a substantial drop in prices or revenues for covered 
commodities. Covered commodities include barley, canola, large and small chickpeas, 
corn, crambe, flaxseed, grain sorghum, lentils, mustard seed, oats, peanuts, dry peas, 
rapeseed, long grain rice, medium grain rice (which includes short grain and sweet rice), 
safflower seed, sesame, soybeans, sunflower seed, wheat and upland cotton. For more 
details regarding these programs, go to www.fsa.usda.gov/arc-plc. 
  
For more information, producers are encouraged to visit their local FSA office. To find a 
local FSA office, visit https://www.farmers.gov/.  

 
Emergency Assistance for Livestock, Honeybee, and Farm-
Raised Fish Program (ELAP) 
The Emergency Assistance for Livestock, Honeybees and Farm-Raised Fish Program 
(ELAP) provides emergency assistance to eligible livestock, honeybee, and farm-raised 
fish producers who have losses due to disease, adverse weather or other conditions, such 
as blizzards and wildfires, not covered by other agricultural disaster assistance programs.  
  
Eligible livestock losses include grazing losses not covered under the Livestock Forage 
Disaster Program (LFP), loss of purchased feed and/or mechanically harvested feed due 
to an eligible adverse weather event, additional cost of transporting water because of an 
eligible drought and additional cost associated with gathering livestock to treat for cattle 
tick fever.  
                
Eligible honeybee losses include loss of purchased feed due to an eligible adverse 
weather event, cost of additional feed purchased above normal quantities due to an 
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eligible adverse weather condition, colony losses in excess of normal mortality due to an 
eligible weather event or loss condition, including CCD, and hive losses due to eligible 
adverse weather. 
  
Eligible farm-raised fish losses include death losses in excess of normal mortality and/or 
loss of purchased feed due to an eligible adverse weather event. 
  
Producers who suffer eligible livestock, honeybee, or farm-raised fish losses from Oct. 1, 
2017 to Sept. 30, 2018 must file:  

• A notice of loss the earlier of 30 calendar days of when the loss is apparent or by 
Nov. 1, 2018 

• An application for payment by Nov. 1, 2018  
 
The following ELAP Fact Sheets (by topic) are available online:   

• ELAP for Farm-Raised Fish Fact Sheet  
• ELAP for Livestock Fact Sheet 
• ELAP for Honeybees Fact Sheet  

To view these and other FSA program fact sheets, visit the FSA fact sheet web page at 
www.fsa.usda.gov/factsheets. 

 
Farm Reconstitutions 
When changes in farm ownership or operation take place, a farm reconstitution is 
necessary. The reconstitution — or recon — is the process of combining or dividing farms 
or tracts of land based on the farming operation.  

To be effective for the current Fiscal Year (FY), farm combinations and farm divisions must 
be requested by August 1 of the FY for farms subject to the Agriculture Risk Coverage 
(ARC) and Price Loss Coverage (PLC) program.  A reconstitution is considered to be 
requested when all: 

• of the required signatures are on FSA-155 
• other applicable documentation, such as proof of ownership, is submitted. 

Total Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) and non-ARC/PLC farms may be 
reconstituted at any time.  

The following are the different methods used when doing a farm recon:   

Estate Method — the division of bases, allotments and quotas for a parent farm among 
heirs in settling an estate;  

Designation of Landowner Method — may be used when (1) part of a farm is sold or 
ownership is transferred; (2) an entire farm is sold to two or more persons; (3) farm 
ownership is transferred to two or more persons; (4) part of a tract is sold or ownership is 
transferred; (5) a tract is sold to two or more persons; or (6) tract ownership is transferred 
to two or more persons. In order to use this method the land sold must have been owned 
for at least three years, or a waiver granted, and the buyer and seller must sign a 
Memorandum of Understanding;  

DCP Cropland Method — the division of bases in the same proportion that the DCP 
cropland for each resulting tract relates to the DCP cropland on the parent tract;  

Default Method — the division of bases for a parent farm with each tract maintaining the 
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bases attributed to the tract level when the reconstitution is initiated in the system. 

 
Environmental Review Required Before Project 
Implementation  
The National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) requires Federal agencies to consider all 
potential environmental impacts for federally-funded projects before the project is 
approved.  
  
For all Farm Service Agency (FSA) programs, an environmental review must be completed 
before actions are approved, such as site preparation or ground disturbance. These 
programs include, but are not limited to, the Emergency Conservation Program (ECP), 
Farm Storage Facility Loan (FSFL) program and farm loans. If project implementation 
begins before FSA has completed an environmental review, this will result in a denial of 
the request. There are exceptions regarding the Stafford Act and emergencies. It is 
important to wait until you receive written approval of your project proposal before starting 
any actions, including, but not limited to, vegetation clearing, site preparation or ground 
disturbance.  
  
Remember to contact your local FSA office early in your planning process to determine 
what level of environmental review is required for your program application so that it can 
be completed timely.  
  
Applications cannot be approved contingent upon the completion of an environmental 
review. FSA must have copies of all permits and plans before an application can be 
approved. 

 
Beginning Farmer Loans 
FSA assists beginning farmers to finance agricultural enterprises. Under these designated 
farm loan programs, FSA can provide financing to eligible applicants through either direct 
or guaranteed loans. FSA defines a beginning farmer as a person who:  

• Has operated a farm for not more than 10 years 
• Will materially and substantially participate in the operation of the farm 
• Agrees to participate in a loan assessment, borrower training and financial 

management program sponsored by FSA 
• Does not own a farm in excess of 30 percent of the county’s average size farm. 

Additional program information, loan applications, and other materials are available at your 
local USDA Service Center. You may also visit www.fsa.usda.gov.  

 
Youth Loans 
The Farm Service Agency makes loans to youth to establish and operate agricultural 
income-producing projects in connection with 4-H clubs, FFA and other agricultural groups. 
Projects must be planned and operated with the help of the organization advisor, produce 
sufficient income to repay the loan and provide the youth with practical business and 
educational experience. The maximum loan amount is $5000. 

Youth Loan Eligibility Requirements: 

• Be a citizen of the United States (which includes Puerto Rico, the Virgin Islands, 
Guam, American Samoa, the Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands) or a 
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legal resident alien  
• Be 10 years to 20 years of age 
• Comply with FSA’s general eligibility requirements  
• Be unable to get a loan from other sources  
• Conduct a modest income-producing project in a supervised program of work as 

outlined above  
• Demonstrate capability of planning, managing and operating the project under 

guidance and assistance from a project advisor. The project supervisor must 
recommend the youth loan applicant, along with providing adequate supervision.   
 

Stop by the county office for help preparing and processing the application forms. 
 

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination, 
write: USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 
Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer 
Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users). 
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