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Seeking Nominations for USDA Advisory 
Committees 
Advisory Committee on Beginning Farmers and Ranchers and the 
Advisory Committee on Minority Farmers  

The USDA Secretary of Agriculture is soliciting nominations for 
membership for the Advisory Committee on Beginning Farmers and 
Ranchers and the Advisory Committee on Minority Farmers.   

The Advisory Committee on Beginning Farmers and Ranchers 
advises the Secretary of Agriculture on matters broadly affecting 
new farmers and ranchers including strategies, policies, and 
programs that will enhance opportunities and create new farming 
and ranching operations. The deadline for applications is June 
15, 2017.  

For additional information about the Advisory Committee on 
Beginning Farmers and Ranchers, please visit 
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2017/05/31/2017-
11214/advisory-committee-on-beginning-farmers-and-ranchers-
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acbfr-request-for-nominations.   

The Advisory Committee on Minority Farmers works in the 
interest of the public to ensure socially disadvantaged farmers have 
equal access to USDA programs. The deadline to apply is June 
16, 2017. 

For additional information about the Advisory Committee on 
Minority Farmers, please visit 
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2017/06/01/2017-
11216/advisory-committee-on-minority-farmers-request-for-
nominations.   

Prior applicants under the previous solicitations are not required to 
reapply.  An organization may nominate individuals from within or 
outside its membership. Alternatively, an individual may nominate 
herself or himself.  Nomination packages should include a 
nomination form along with a cover letter or resume that documents 
the nominee’s background and experience.  Nomination forms are 
available on the Internet at 
https://www.ocio.usda.gov/document/ad-755.   

Deadlines for other agency advisory boards: 

• Nomination Deadline: June 30, 2017 – USDA Seeks 
Nominations for National Wildlife Services Advisory 
Committee 

• Nomination Deadline: June 30, 2017 – USDA Seeks 
Nominees for the National Watermelon Promotion Board 

• Nomination Deadline: July 1, 2017 – USDA Seeks 
Nominees for the U.S. Potato Board 

• Nomination Deadline: July 14, 2017 – USDA Seeks 
Nominees for American Egg Board 

• Nomination Deadline:  August 7, 2017 – USDA Seeks 
Nominees for National Organic Standards Board (NOSB)  

 
 

CRP Participants Must Maintain Approved Cover on Acreages 
Enrolled in CRP and Farm Programs 
Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) participants are responsible for ensuring adequate, 
approved vegetative and practice cover is maintained to control erosion throughout the life of the 
contract after the practice has been established. Participants must also control undesirable 
vegetation, weeds (including noxious weeds), insects and rodents that may pose a threat to existing 
cover or adversely impact other landowners in the area.  

All CRP maintenance activities, such as mowing, burning, disking and spraying, must be conducted 
outside the primary nesting or brood rearing season for wildlife, which for Kentucky  is May 15 
through August 1. However, spot treatment of the acreage may be allowed during the primary 
nesting or brood rearing season if, left untreated, the weeds, insects or undesirable species would 
adversely impact the approved cover. In this instance, spot treatment is limited to the affected areas 
in the field and requires County Committee approval prior to beginning the spot treatment. The 
County Committee will consult with NRCS to determine if such activities are needed to maintain the 
approved cover.  

Annual mowing of CRP for generic weed control, or for cosmetic purposes, is prohibited at all times. 
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Authorization Required for Incidental Grazing of CRP Acres 
In certain situations, landowners and operators may need to graze a field containing Conservation 
Reserve Program (CRP) continuous practices such as grass waterways (CP8A), contour grass 
strips (CP15A); filter strips (CP21); quail and upland bird habitat buffers (CP33), denitrifying 
bioreactor on filter strips (CP21B), or saturated filter strips (CP21S). FSA must first authorize the 
incidental grazing on CRP in a field intended to be gleaned.  

Grazing is incidental to the gleaning of the crop residue in a field, or before the harvest  of a small 
grain and occurs after the harvest of crops from within the surrounding field, or during the dormant 
period of a small grain intended for harvest. The grazing cannot occur during the primary nesting 
season, which for Kentucky is May 15 through August 1. In addition, grazing can only occur if the 
approved cover for that practice has been established and the grazing will not adversely impact the 
purpose or performance of the practice.  

All livestock shall be removed from CRP acreage no later than two months after incidental grazing 
begins. CRP participants utilizing incidental grazing will have a payment reduction for the acreage 
being grazed. Participants are also responsible, at their own expense, to reestablish a cover 
destroyed or damaged as a result of the incidental grazing.  

If the acreage to be grazed is separated from the surrounding cropland by a fence, the CRP 
acreage shall not be grazed. 

 

Annual Review of Payment Eligibility for New Crop Year 
All participants of FSA programs who request program benefits are required to submit a completed 
CCC-902 (Farming Operation Plan) and CCC-941 Average Gross Income (AGI) Certification and 
Consent to Disclosure of Tax Information to be considered for payment eligibility and payment 
limitation applicable for the program benefits.   

Participants are not required to annually submit new CCC-902s for payment eligibility and payment 
limitation purposes unless a change in the farming operation occurs that may affect the 
determination of record. A valid CCC-902 filed by the participant is considered to be a continuous 
certification used for all payment eligibility and payment limitation determinations applicable for the 
program benefits requested.   

Participants are responsible for ensuring that all CCC-902 and CCC-941 and related forms on file in 
the county Office are correct at all times. Participants are required to timely notify the county office 
of any changes in the farming operation that may affect the determination of record by filing a new 
or updated CCC-902 as applicable.                                  

Changes that may require a NEW determination include, but are not limited to, a change of: 

•  Shares of a contract, which may reflect: 
-A land lease from cash rent to share rent 
-A land lease from share rent to cash rent (subject to the cash rent tenant rule) 
- A modification of a variable/fixed bushel-rent arrangement  

• The size of the producer’s farming operation by the addition or reduction of cropland that 
may affect the application of a cropland factor 

• The structure of the farming operation, including any change to a member's share 
• The contribution of farm inputs of capital, land, equipment, active personal labor, and/or 

active personal management 
• Farming interests not previously disclosed on CCC-902 including the farming interests of a 

spouse or minor child 
• Financial status that may affect the 3-year average for the determination of average AGI or 

other changes that affects eligibility under the average adjusted gross income limitations.   



Participants are encouraged to file or review these forms within the deadlines established for each 
applicable program for which program benefits are being requested. 

 

Adjusted Gross Income Requirements 
The average adjusted gross income (AGI) limitation for commodity and disaster programs under the 
2014 Farm Bill was changed to a $900,000 limitation from all income sources. A person or legal 
entity, other than a joint venture or general partnership, is eligible to receive, directly or indirectly, 
certain program payments or benefits if the average adjusted gross income of the person or legal 
entity falls below the $900,000 threshold for the three taxable years preceding the most immediately 
preceding complete taxable year.  

 

Farm Storage Facility Loans 
FSA’s Farm Storage Facility Loan (FSFL) program provides low-interest financing to producers to 
build or upgrade storage facilities and to purchase portable (new or used) structures, equipment and 
storage and handling trucks.  

The low-interest funds can be used to build or upgrade permanent facilities to store commodities. 
Eligible commodities include corn, grain sorghum, rice, soybeans, oats, peanuts, wheat, barley, 
minor oilseeds harvested as whole grain, pulse crops (lentils, chickpeas and dry peas), hay, honey, 
renewable biomass, fruits, nuts and vegetables for cold storage facilities, floriculture, hops, maple 
sap, rye, milk, cheese, butter, yogurt, meat and poultry (unprocessed), eggs, and aquaculture 
(excluding systems that maintain live animals through uptake and discharge of water). Qualified 
facilities include grain bins, hay barns and cold storage facilities for eligible commodities.    

Loans up to $50,000 can be secured by a promissory note/security agreement and loans between 
$50,000 and $100,000 may require additional security. Loans exceeding $100,000 require 
additional security.  

Producers do not need to demonstrate the lack of commercial credit availability to apply. The loans 
are designed to assist a diverse range of farming operations, including small and mid-sized 
businesses, new farmers, operations supplying local food and farmers markets, non-traditional farm 
products, and underserved producers.  

To learn more about the FSA Farm Storage Facility Loan, visit www.fsa.usda.gov/pricesupport  or 
contact your local FSA county office.  To find your local FSA county office, visit 
http://offices.usda.gov. 

 

Farm Safety 
Flowing grain in a storage bin or gravity-flow wagon is like quicksand — it can kill quickly. It takes 
less than five seconds for a person caught in flowing grain to be trapped.    

The mechanical operation of grain handling equipment also presents a real danger.  Augers, power 
take offs, and other moving parts can grab people or clothing.  

These hazards, along with pinch points and missing shields, are dangerous enough for adults; not 
to mention children.  It is always advisable to keep children a safe distance from operating farm 
equipment.  Always use extra caution when backing or maneuvering farm machinery.  Ensure 
everyone is visibly clear and accounted for before machinery is engaged.  

FSA wants all farmers to have a productive crop year and that begins with putting safety first. 

http://www.fsa.usda.gov/pricesupport
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USDA Offers Targeted Farm Loan Funding for Underserved 
Groups and Beginning Farmers 
The USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA) reminds producers that FSA offers targeted farm ownership 
and farm operating loans to assist underserved applicants as well as beginning farmers and 
ranchers. 

USDA defines underserved applicants as a group whose members have been subjected to racial, 
ethnic, or gender prejudice because of their identity as members of the group without regard to their 
individual qualities. For farm loan program purposes, targeted underserved groups are women, 
African Americans, American Indians and Alaskan Natives, Hispanics and Asians and Pacific 
Islanders.   

Underserved or beginning farmers and ranchers who cannot obtain commercial credit from a bank 
can apply for either FSA direct loans or guaranteed loans. Direct loans are made to applicants by 
FSA. Guaranteed loans are made by lending institutions who arrange for FSA to guarantee the 
loan. FSA can guarantee up to 95 percent of the loss of principal and interest on a loan. The FSA 
guarantee allows lenders to make agricultural credit available to producers who do not meet the 
lender's normal underwriting criteria.   

The direct and guaranteed loan program provides for two types of loans:  farm ownership loans and 
farm operating loans. In addition to customary farm operating and ownership loans, FSA now offers 
Microloans through the direct loan program. The focus of Microloans is on the financing needs of 
small, beginning farmer, niche and non-traditional farm operations. Microloans are available for both 
ownership and operating finance needs. To learn more about microloans, visit 
www.fsa.usda.gov/microloans.   

To qualify as a beginning producer, the individual or entity must meet the eligibility requirements 
outlined for direct or guaranteed loans. Additionally, individuals and all entity members must have 
operated a farm for less than 10 years. Applicants must materially or substantially participate in the 
operation.   

For more information on FSA’s farm loan programs and targeted underserved and beginning farmer 
guidelines, visit www.fsa.usda.gov/farmloans. 

 

USDA Microloans Help Farmers Purchase Farmland and 
Improve Property 
Producers, Including Beginning and Underserved Farmers, Have a New Option to Gain Access to 
Land  

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) is offering farm ownership microloans, creating a new 
financing avenue for farmers to buy and improve property. These microloans are especially helpful 
to beginning or underserved farmers, U.S. veterans looking for a career in farming, and those who 
have small and mid-sized farming operations.  

The microloan program has been hugely successful, providing more than 16,800 low-interest loans, 
totaling over $373 million to producers across the country. Microloans have helped farmers and 
ranchers with operating costs, such as feed, fertilizer, tools, fencing, equipment, and living 
expenses since 2013. Seventy percent of loans have gone to new farmers.  

Now, microloans will be available to also help with farm land and building purchases, and soil and 
water conservation improvements. FSA designed the expanded program to simplify the application 
process, expand eligibility requirements and expedite smaller real estate loans to help farmers 
strengthen their operations. Microloans provide up to $50,000 to qualified producers, and can be 
issued to the applicant directly from the USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA).  

http://www.fsa.usda.gov/microloans
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To learn more about the FSA microloan program visit www.fsa.usda.gov/microloans, or contact your 
local FSA office.  

 
USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination, 
write: USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 
Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer 
Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users). 
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