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Message from the State 
Executive Director 
As the Holiday Season is upon us, Arkansas FSA 
would like to extend our best wishes to you and 
your family. Have a safe and Happy Holiday 
Season and a New Year filled with success. FSA 
values our relationship with you and looks forward 
to working with you for many years to come.    

FSA is currently completing the issuance of 2015 
ARC-CO and PLC Rice payments which began 
being issued in November. ARC and PLC 
programs were designed to protect against 
unexpected drop in crop prices or revenues due to 
market downturns. I want to remind farmers and 
ranchers across the state of federal farm program 
benefits that may be available to producers in 
recovering from adverse weather events. FSA 
offers disaster programs such as the Non-insured 
Crop Disaster Program, Livestock Indemnity 
Program, Tree Assistance Program, Emergency 
Assistance for Livestock, Honeybees, and Farm 
Raised Fish Program, and the Emergency 
Conservation Program. Please visit your local FSA 
for more details on each of our disaster programs. 
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Division Chiefs 
Farm Programs:   
Anita Wilson  

Farm Loans:  
James Culpepper  

Please contact your local 
FSA Office for questions 
specific to your operation 
or county. To find contact 
information for your local 
office go to 
www.fsa.usda.gov/ar 

  

Additional information on these programs is 
contained in this newsletter. 

 
Farm Service Agency Extends 
Voting Deadline for County 
Committee Elections 
Producers now Have Until Dec.13 to Submit 
Ballots 

The deadline to submit ballots for the USDA Farm 
Service Agency (FSA) 2016 County Committee 
Elections has been extended to ensure farmers 
and ranchers have sufficient time to vote. Eligible 
voters now have until Dec. 13, 2016 to return 
ballots to their local FSA offices. Producers in the 
local administrative area with an election who have 
not received their ballot should pick one up at their 
local County FSA office. 

FSA has modified the ballot, making it easily 
identifiable and less likely to be overlooked. Ballots 
returned by mail must be postmarked no later than 
Dec. 13, 2016. Newly elected committee members 
will take office Jan. 1, 2017. 

Nearly 7,700 FSA County Committee members 
serve FSA offices nationwide. Each committee has 
three to 11 elected members who serve three-year 
terms of office. One-third of County Committee 
seats are up for election each year. County 
Committee members apply their knowledge and 
judgment to help FSA make important decisions on 
its commodity support, conservation, indemnity, 
disaster and emergency programs. 

Producers must participate or cooperate in an FSA 
program to be eligible to vote in the County 
Committee election. Approximately 1.5 million 
producers are currently eligible to vote. Farmers 
and ranchers who supervise and conduct the 
farming operations of an entire farm, but are not of 
legal voting age, also may be eligible to vote. 

For more information, visit the FSA website at 
www.fsa.usda.gov/elections or contact your local 
FSA office.    

 

 
USDA Expands Working-Lands Conservation Opportunities 
through CRP 
USDA will offer a new Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) Grasslands practice specifically 
tailored for small-scale livestock grazing operations. Small livestock operations with 100 or fewer 
head of grazing dairy cows (or the equivalent) can submit applications to enroll up to 200 acres of 
grasslands per farm. USDA’s goal is to enroll up to 200,000 acres. 

The current CRP Grassland ranking period will end on Nov. 10, 2016. To date, the USDA’s Farm 
Service Agency (FSA) has received nearly 5,000 offers covering over 1 million acres for this CRP 

http://www.fsa.usda.gov/elections


working-lands conservation program. These offers are predominantly larger acreage ranchland in 
Western states. 

The new practice for small-scale livestock grazers aims, in part, to encourage greater diversity 
geographically and in types of livestock operation. This opportunity will close on Dec. 16, 2016. 
Offers selected this fiscal year will be enrolled into CRP Grasslands beginning Oct. 1, 2017. 

Participants in CRP Grasslands establish or maintain long-term, resource-conserving grasses and 
other plant species to control soil erosion, improve water quality and develop wildlife habitat on 
marginally productive agricultural lands. CRP Grasslands participants can use the land for livestock 
production (e.g. grazing or producing hay), while following their conservation and grazing plans in 
order to maintain the cover. A goal of CRP Grasslands is to minimize conversion of grasslands 
either to row crops or to non-agricultural uses. Participants can receive annual payments of up to 75 
percent of the grazing value of the land and up to 50 percent to fund cover or practices like cross-
fencing to support rotational grazing or improving pasture cover to benefit pollinators or other 
wildlife.   

USDA will select offers for enrollment based on six ranking factors: (1) current and future use, (2) 
new farmer/rancher or underserved producer involvement, (3) maximum grassland preservation, (4) 
vegetative cover, (5) environmental factors and (6) pollinator habitat. Offers for the second ranking 
period also will be considered from producers who submitted offers for the first ranking period but 
were not accepted, as well as from new offers submitted through Dec. 16. 

Small livestock operations or other farming and ranching operations interested in participating in 
CRP Grasslands should contact their local FSA office. To find your local FSA office, visit 
http://offices.usda.gov. To learn more about FSA’s conservation programs, visit 
www.fsa.usda.gov/conservation.  

 
USDA Announces Enrollment Period for Safety Net Coverage 
in 2017 
Producers on farms with base acres under the safety net programs established by the 2014 Farm 
Bill, known as the Agriculture Risk Coverage (ARC) or Price Loss Coverage (PLC) programs, can 
begin visiting FSA county offices starting Nov. 1, 2016, to sign contracts and enroll for the 2017 crop 
year. The enrollment period will continue until Aug. 1, 2017. 

Since shares and ownership of a farm can change year-to-year, producers on the farm must enroll 
by signing a contract each program year.  

If a farm is not enrolled during the 2017 enrollment period, the producers on that farm will not be 
eligible for financial assistance from the ARC or PLC programs for the 2017 crop should crop prices 
or farm revenues fall below the historical price or revenue benchmarks established by the program. 
Producers who made their elections in 2015 must still enroll during the 2017 enrollment period. 

The ARC and PLC programs were authorized by the 2014 Farm Bill and offer a safety net to 
agricultural producers when there is a substantial drop in prices or revenues for covered 
commodities. Covered commodities include barley, canola, large and small chickpeas, corn, 
crambe, flaxseed, grain sorghum, lentils, mustard seed, oats, peanuts, dry peas, rapeseed, long 
grain rice, medium grain rice (which includes short grain and sweet rice), safflower seed, sesame, 
soybeans, sunflower seed and wheat. Upland cotton is no longer a covered commodity. For more 
details regarding these programs, go to www.fsa.usda.gov/arc-plc. 

For more information, producers are encouraged to visit their local FSA office. To find a local FSA 
office, visit http://offices.usda.gov. 

 
Margin Protection Program for Dairy Enrollment Deadline is 
Dec. 16  
The deadline for dairy producers to enroll in the Margin Protection Program (MPP) for Dairy is Dec. 
16, 2016. This voluntary dairy safety net program, established by the 2014 Farm Bill, provides 
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financial assistance to participating dairy producers when the margin – the difference between the 
price of milk and feed costs – falls below the coverage level selected by the producer. A USDA web 
tool, available at www.fsa.usda.gov/mpptool, allows dairy producers to calculate levels of coverage 
available from MPP based on price projections. 

Measurement Service 
Farmers who would like a guarantee on their crop plantings and land use acreages can make it 
official by using the FSA measurement service. Producers must file a request with the county office 
staff and pay the cost of a field visit to have stake and referencing done on the farm. Measurement 
service is available using digital imagery. If an on-site visit is not required producers are charged a 
reduced rate. 

Incorrect acreage self-certification can result in reduced program payments, penalty or loss of 
eligibility. 

 
USDA Encourages Producers to Consider Risk Protection 
Coverage before Crop Sales Deadlines 
The Farm Service Agency encourages producers to examine available USDA crop risk protection 
options, including federal crop insurance and Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) 
coverage, before the applicable crop sales deadline. 

Producers are reminded that crops not covered by insurance may be eligible for NAP. The 2014 
Farm Bill expanded NAP to include higher levels of protection. Beginning, underserved and limited 
resource farmers are now eligible for free catastrophic level coverage, as well as discounted 
premiums for additional levels of protection." 

Federal crop insurance covers crop losses from natural adversities such as drought, hail and 
excessive moisture. NAP covers losses from natural disasters on crops for which no permanent 
federal crop insurance program is available, including perennial grass forage and grazing crops, 
fruits, vegetables, mushrooms, floriculture, ornamental nursery, aquaculture, turf grass, ginseng, 
honey, syrup, bioenergy, and industrial crops. 

USDA has partnered with Michigan State University and the University of Illinois to create an online 
tool at www.fsa.usda.gov/nap that allows producers to determine whether their crops are eligible for 
federal crop insurance or NAP and to explore the best level of protection for their operation. NAP 
basic coverage is available at 55 percent of the average market price for crop losses that exceed 50 
percent of expected production, with higher levels of coverage, up to 65 percent of their expected 
production at 100 percent of the average market price, including coverage for organics and crops 
marketed directly to consumers. 

Deadlines for coverage vary by state and crop. To learn more about NAP visit 
www.fsa.usda.gov/nap or contact your local USDA Service Center. To find your local USDA Service 
Centers go to http://offices.usda.gov.   

Federal crop insurance coverage is sold and delivered solely through private insurance agents. 
Agent lists are available at all USDA Service Centers or at USDA’s online Agent Locator: 
http://prodwebnlb.rma.usda.gov/apps/AgentLocator/#. Producers can use the USDA Cost Estimator, 
https://ewebapp.rma.usda.gov/apps/costestimator/Default.aspx, to predict insurance premium costs. 

 
USDA Announces Conservation Reserve Program Results  
More Than 800,000 Acres Selected Through Highly Competitive Application Rounds 

USDA announced the enrollment of more than 800,000 acres in the Conservation Reserve Program 
(CRP). Through CRP, the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) helps farmers offset the costs of 
restoring, enhancing and protecting certain grasses, shrubs and trees that improve water quality, 
prevent soil erosion and strengthen wildlife habitat. Farmers’ and ranchers’ participation in CRP 
continues to provide numerous benefits to our nation, including helping reduce emissions of harmful 
greenhouse gases and providing resiliency to future weather changes. 

http://www.fsa.usda.gov/mpptool
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/nap
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/nap
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A nationwide acreage limit was established for this program in the 2014 Farm Bill, capping the total 
number of acres that may be enrolled at 24 million for fiscal years 2017 and 2018. At the same time, 
USDA has experienced a record demand from farmers and ranchers interested in participating in 
the voluntary program. As of March 2016, 23.8 million acres were enrolled in CRP, with 1.7 million 
acres set to expire this fall.  

Over three million acres have been offered for enrollment this year across the three main categories 
within CRP, with USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) receiving over 26,000 offers to enroll more 
than 1.8 million acres during the general enrollment period, and over 4,600 offers to enroll more 
than one million acres in the new CRP Grasslands program. Coming off a record-setting 2015 
continuous enrollment of over 860,000 acres, more than 364,000 acres already have been 
accepted for 2016 in the CRP continuous enrollment, triple the pace of last year. 

FSA will accept 411,000 acres in general enrollment, the most competitive selection in the history of 
the program, with the acreage providing record high conservation benefits. USDA selected offers by 
weighing environmental factors plus cost, including wildlife enhancement, water quality, soil erosion, 
enduring benefits, and air quality.  

The results of the first-ever enrollment period for CRP Grasslands, FSA will also accept 101,000 
acres in the program, providing participants with financial assistance for establishing approved 
grasses, trees and shrubs on pasture and rangeland that can continue to be grazed.  More than 70 
percent of these acres are diverse native grasslands under threat of conversion, and more than 97 
percent of the acres have a new, veteran or underserved farmer or rancher as a primary producer. 
FSA continues to accept CRP Grasslands offers and will conduct another ranking period later this 
year.  

Participants in CRP establish long-term, resource-conserving plant species, such as approved 
grasses or trees (known as “covers”) to control soil erosion, improve water quality and develop 
wildlife habitat on marginally productive agricultural lands. In return, FSA provides participants with 
rental payments and cost-share assistance.  Contract duration is between 10 and 15 years. 

To learn more about FSA’s conservation programs, visit www.fsa.usda.gov/conservation or contact 
a local FSA county office. To find your local FSA county office, visit http://offices.usda.gov. 

 
Fire Management on CRP Acres 
Landowners who participate in the Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) are responsible for fire 
management on their CRP acreage. Fireguard technical practices should be outlined in the 
Conservation Plan of Operations (CPO).  

Landowners must complete the necessary management activities outside of the Primary Nesting 
Season. In Arkansas, the Primary Nesting Season is April 1st through July 15th for grazing benefits 
and all other activities. The goal is to suppress the amount of fuel in the event of a wildfire while still 
promoting the diversity of the conservation cover.  

FSA encourages producers to be proactive in preventing the spread of wildfire. Fire management 
includes installing firebreaks, which should be included in the contract support document and 
installed according to NRCS firebreak standards.   

Barren firebreaks will only be allowed in high risk areas, such as transportation corridors, rural 
communities, and adjacent farmsteads. A conservationist must certify that there will not be an 
erosion hazard from the barren firebreak. If erosion becomes a problem, remedial action will be 
taken 

 
Report Livestock Losses 
The Livestock Indemnity Program (LIP) provides assistance to eligible producers for livestock death 
losses in excess of normal mortality due to adverse weather and attacks by animals reintroduced 
into the wild by the federal government or protected by federal law. LIP compensates livestock 
owners and contract growers for livestock death losses in excess of normal mortality due to adverse 

http://www.fsa.usda.gov/conservation
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weather, including losses due to hurricanes, floods, blizzards, wildfires, extreme heat or extreme 
cold.  

For 2016, eligible losses must occur on or after Jan. 1, 2016, and no later than 60 calendar days 
from the ending date of the applicable adverse weather event or attack. A notice of loss must be 
filed with FSA within 30 days of when the loss of livestock is apparent.  Participants must provide 
the following supporting documentation to their local FSA office no later than 90 calendar days after 
the end of the calendar year in which the eligible loss condition occurred.  

• Proof of death documentation 
• Copy of growers contracts  
• Proof of normal mortality documentation 

USDA has established normal mortality rates for each type and weight range of eligible livestock, 
i.e. Adult Beef Cow = 1.5% and Non-Adult Beef Cattle (less than 400 pounds) = 3%. These 
established percentages reflect losses that are considered expected or typical under “normal” 
conditions. Producers who suffer livestock losses in 2016 must file both of the following: 

• A notice of loss the earlier of 30 calendar days of when the loss was apparent or by January 
30, 2017 

• An application for payment by March 30, 2017.  

Additional Information about LIP is available at your local FSA office or online at: www.fsa.usda.gov. 

 
USDA Offers Targeted Farm Loan Funding for Underserved 
Groups and Beginning Farmers 
The USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA) reminds producers that FSA offers targeted farm ownership 
and farm operating loans to assist underserved applicants as well as beginning farmers and 
ranchers.  

USDA defines underserved applicants as a group whose members have been subjected to racial, 
ethnic, or gender prejudice because of their identity as members of the group without regard to their 
individual qualities. For farm loan program purposes, targeted underserved groups are women, 
African Americans, American Indians and Alaskan Natives, Hispanics and Asians and Pacific 
Islanders.  

Underserved or beginning farmers and ranchers who cannot obtain commercial credit from a bank 
can apply for either FSA direct loans or guaranteed loans. Direct loans are made to applicants by 
FSA. Guaranteed loans are made by lending institutions who arrange for FSA to guarantee the 
loan. FSA can guarantee up to 95 percent of the loss of principal and interest on a loan. The FSA 
guarantee allows lenders to make agricultural credit available to producers who do not meet the 
lender's normal underwriting criteria.  

The direct and guaranteed loan program provides for two types of loans:  farm ownership loans and 
farm operating loans. In addition to customary farm operating and ownership loans, FSA now offers 
Microloans through the direct loan program. The focus of Microloans is on the financing needs of 
small, beginning farmer, niche and non-traditional farm operations. Microloans are available for both 
ownership and operating finance needs. To learn more about microloans, visit 
www.fsa.usda.gov/microloans.  

To qualify as a beginning producer, the individual or entity must meet the eligibility requirements 
outlined for direct or guaranteed loans. Additionally, individuals and all entity members must have 
operated a farm for less than 10 years. Applicants must materially or substantially participate in the 
operation.  

For more information on FSA’s farm loan programs and targeted underserved and beginning farmer 
guidelines, visit www.fsa.usda.gov/farmloans. 
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USDA Expands Microloans to Help Farmers Purchase 
Farmland and Improve Property 
Producers, Including Beginning and Underserved Farmers, Have a New Option to Gain Access to 
Land 

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) is offering farm ownership microloans, creating a new 
financing avenue for farmers to buy and improve property. These microloans are especially helpful 
to beginning or underserved farmers, U.S. veterans looking for a career in farming, and those who 
have small and mid-sized farming operations. 

The microloan program, which celebrates its third anniversary this week, has been hugely 
successful, providing more than 16,800 low-interest loans, totaling over $373 million to producers 
across the country. Microloans have helped farmers and ranchers with operating costs, such as 
feed, fertilizer, tools, fencing, equipment, and living expenses since 2013. Seventy percent of loans 
have gone to new farmers. 

Now, microloans will be available to also help with farm land and building purchases, and soil and 
water conservation improvements. FSA designed the expanded program to simplify the application 
process, expand eligibility requirements and expedite smaller real estate loans to help farmers 
strengthen their operations. Microloans provide up to $50,000 to qualified producers, and can be 
issued to the applicant directly from the USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA). 

This microloan announcement is another USDA resource for America’s farmers and ranchers to 
utilize, especially as new and beginning farmers and ranchers look for the assistance they need to 
get started. To learn more about the FSA microloan program visit www.fsa.usda.gov/microloans, or 
contact your local FSA office. To find your nearest office location, please 
visit http://offices.usda.gov. 

 
Rates and Dates 
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Persons with disabilities who require accommodations to attend or participate in this 
meeting/function/event should contact their local County Executive Director or Sharon Baker at 501-
301-3014, (TDD# or Federal Relay Service at 1-800-877-8339, and (Sharon.Baker@ar.usda.gov). 

 
USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination, 
write: USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 
Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer 
Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users). 
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