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700 West Capitol, Room 3416 FSA is looking for eligible farmers from all backgrounds and
Little Rock, Arkansas 72201  diversities to serve on our local county committees. If you are a

beginning farmer, longtime producer, small operations, large

Phone: 501-301-3000 operations, a women, African-American, American Indians, or

Alaska Natives, Hispanics, Asian Americans, Native Hawaiians, or

www.fsa.usda.gov/ar other Pacific Islanders, | encourage you to file a

nomination. County Offices will begin accepting nominations on

State Committee: Chairman June 15, 2017. Producers may nominate themselves or others as
Theodore Eldrige, Sr. candidates. Organizations representing minority and women

Members Eric Anderson,
Mike Freeze, Johnny Loftin,
and Richard Simmons

State Committee

farmers and ranchers may also nominate candidates. To become a
nominee, eligible individuals must sign form FSA-669A. The form
and more information about county committee elections is available
online at: www.fsa.usda.gov/elections. Nominations must be
delivered to either respective local FSA Office or postmarked no
later than August 1st in order for the nominee to appear on the

Meeting: June 20-21, 2017 ballot. Ballots will be mailed to all eligible voters the respective

Local Administrative Area(s) (LAA) by November 7th and must be
returned or postmarked by no later than December 4, 2017. To find
out the LAA(s) up for elections and eligibility criteria to serve, visit
your local Farm Service Agency.


https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/USFSA/bulletins/1a1a934
https://admin.govdelivery.com/accounts/USFSA/bulletins?sortdesc=bulletinsort-sent_at&state=sent#link_1497285156688
https://admin.govdelivery.com/accounts/USFSA/bulletins?sortdesc=bulletinsort-sent_at&state=sent#link_1497285160496
https://admin.govdelivery.com/accounts/USFSA/bulletins?sortdesc=bulletinsort-sent_at&state=sent#link_1497285164280
https://admin.govdelivery.com/accounts/USFSA/bulletins?sortdesc=bulletinsort-sent_at&state=sent#link_1497285167008
https://admin.govdelivery.com/accounts/USFSA/bulletins?sortdesc=bulletinsort-sent_at&state=sent#link_1497285169744
https://admin.govdelivery.com/accounts/USFSA/bulletins?sortdesc=bulletinsort-sent_at&state=sent#link_1497285172256
https://admin.govdelivery.com/accounts/USFSA/bulletins?sortdesc=bulletinsort-sent_at&state=sent#link_1497285175024
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https://admin.govdelivery.com/accounts/USFSA/bulletins?sortdesc=bulletinsort-sent_at&state=sent#link_1497285186536
https://admin.govdelivery.com/accounts/USFSA/bulletins?sortdesc=bulletinsort-sent_at&state=sent#link_1497285189248
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/ar
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/elections

Apting State Executive
Director: Clayton Parr Save Time — Make an Appointment with
Administrative Officer: FSA

Sharon Baker

Producers are encouraged to call their local FSA office to schedule
Division Chiefs an appointment to ensure maximum use of their time and to make
Farm Programs: Anita Wilson  sure FSA staff is available to tend to their important business
needs. Please call your local FSA office ahead of your visit to set
Farm Loans: James an appointment and to discuss any records or documentation that
Culpepper might be needed during your appointment. To find your local FSA
office, visit: http://offices.sc.egov.usda.gov/locator/app.

Please contact your local FSA
Office for questions specific to
your operation or county. To
find contact information for
your local office go to
www.fsa.usda.gov/ar.

Farm Storage Facility Loans

FSA’s Farm Storage Facility Loan (FSFL) program provides low-interest financing to producers to
build or upgrade storage facilities and to purchase portable (new or used) structures, equipment and
storage and handling trucks.

The low-interest funds can be used to build or upgrade permanent facilities to store commodities.
Eligible commaodities include corn, grain sorghum, rice, soybeans, oats, peanuts, wheat, barley,
minor oilseeds harvested as whole grain, pulse crops (lentils, chickpeas and dry peas), hay, honey,
renewable biomass, fruits, nuts and vegetables for cold storage facilities, floriculture, hops, maple
sap, rye, milk, cheese, butter, yogurt, meat and poultry (unprocessed), eggs, and aquaculture
(excluding systems that maintain live animals through uptake and discharge of water). Qualified
facilities include grain bins, hay barns and cold storage facilities for eligible commodities.

Loans up to $50,000 can be secured by a promissory note/security agreement and loans exceeding
$100,000 require additional security.

Producers do not need to demonstrate the lack of commercial credit availability to apply. The loans
are designed to assist a diverse range of farming operations, including small and mid-sized
businesses, new farmers, operations supplying local food and farmers markets, non-traditional farm
products, and underserved producers.

To learn more about the FSA Farm Storage Facility Loan, visit www.fsa.usda.gov/pricesupport or
contact your local FSA county office. To find your local FSA county office, visit
http://offices.usda.gov.

Double-Cropping

Each year, state committees will review and approve or disapprove county committee
recommended changes or additions to specific combinations of crops.

Double-cropping is approved when the two specific crops have the capability to be planted and
carried to maturity for the intended use, as reported by the producer, on the same acreage within a
crop year under normal growing conditions. The specific combination of crops recommended by the
county committee must be approved by the state committee.


http://www.fsa.usda.gov/ar
http://offices.sc.egov.usda.gov/locator/app
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/pricesupport
http://offices.usda.gov/

Double-cropping is approved in Arkansas on a county-by-county basis. Contact your local FSA
Office for a list of approved double-cropping combinations for your county.

A crop following a cover crop terminated according to termination guidelines is approved double
cropping and these combinations do not have to be approved by the state committee.

2017 Acreage Reporting Dates

In order to comply with FSA program eligibility requirements, all producers are encouraged to visit
their local FSA office to file an accurate crop certification report by the applicable deadline.

Acreage reporting dates vary by crop and by county so please contact your local FSA office for a list
of county-specific deadlines.

The following exceptions apply to acreage reporting dates:

o If the crop has not been planted by the applicable acreage reporting date, then the acreage
must be reported no later than 15 calendar days after planting is completed.

e If a producer acquires additional acreage after the applicable acreage reporting date, then
the acreage must be reported no later than 30 calendars days after purchase or acquiring
the lease. Appropriate documentation must be provided to the county office.

o If a perennial forage crop is reported with the intended use of “cover only,” “green manure,”
“left standing,” or “seed,” then the acreage must be reported by July 15th. Noninsured Crop
Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) policy holders should note that the acreage reporting
date for NAP covered crops is the earlier of the applicable dates or 15 calendar days before
grazing or harvesting of the crop begins. For questions regarding crop certification and crop
loss reports, please contact your local FSA office.

USDA Announces Changes to Fruit, Vegetable and Wild Rice
Planting Rules

Farm Service Agency (FSA) has announced fruit, vegetable and wild rice provisions that affect
producers who intend to participate in certain programs authorized by the Agricultural Act of 2014.

Producers who intend to participate in the Agriculture Risk Coverage (ARC) or Price Loss Coverage
(PLC) programs are subject to an acre-for-acre payment reduction when fruits and nuts, vegetables
or wild rice are planted on the payment acres of a farm. Payment reductions do not apply to mung
beans, dry peas, lentils or chickpeas. Planting fruits, vegetables or wild rice on acres that are not
considered payment acres will not result in a payment reduction. Farms that are eligible to
participate in ARC/PLC but are not enrolled for a particular year may plant unlimited fruits,
vegetables and wild rice for that year but will not receive ARC/PLC payments for that year. Eligibility
for succeeding years is not affected.

Planting and harvesting fruits, vegetables and wild rice on ARC/PLC acreage is subject to the acre-
for-acre payment reduction when those crops are planted on either more than 15 percent of the
base acres of a farm enrolled in ARC using the county coverage or PLC, or more than 35 percent of
the base acres of a farm enrolled in ARC using the individual coverage.

Fruits, vegetables and wild rice that are planted in a double-cropping practice will not cause a

payment reduction if the farm is in a double-cropping region as designated by the USDA’s
Commodity Credit Corporation.

Emergency Disaster Declarations and Designations

Farmers and ranchers know all too well that natural disasters can be a common, and likely a costly,
variable to their operation. The Farm Service Agency (FSA) has emergency assistance programs to



provide assistance when disasters strike, and for some of those programs, a disaster designation
may be the eligibility trigger.

FSA administers four types of disaster designations:

USDA Secretarial Disaster Designation

e The designation process can be initiated by individual farmers, local government officials,
State governors, State agriculture commissions, tribal councils or the FSA State Executive
Director

e This designation is triggered by a 30-percent or greater production loss to at least one crop
because of a natural disaster, or at least 1 producer who sustained individual losses
because of a natural disaster and is unable to obtain commercial financing to cover those
losses

e In 2012, USDA developed a fast-track process for disaster declarations for severe drought.
This provides for a nearly automatic designation when, during the growing season, any
portion of a county meets the D2 (Severe Drought) drought intensity value for eight
consecutive weeks or a higher drought intensity value for any length of time as reported by
the U.S. Drought Monitor (http://droughtmonitor.unl.edu)

Administrator’s Physical Loss Notification

e This designation is initiated by the FSA State Executive Director.

e The designation is triggered by physical damage and losses because of a natural disaster,
including but not limited to dead livestock, collapsed buildings, and destroyed farm
structures. Presidential Designation

e A Presidential major disaster designation and emergency declaration is initiated by the
Governor of the impacted state through the Federal Emergency Management Agency
(FEMA).

e This designation is triggered by damage and losses caused by a disaster of such severity
and magnitude that effective response is beyond the capability of the State and local
governments. Quarantine Designation

e This designation is requested of the Secretary of Agriculture by the FSA State Executive
Director.

e A quarantine designation is triggered by damage and losses caused by the effects of a
plant or animal quarantine approved by the Secretary under the Plant Protection Act or
animal quarantine laws. All four types of designations immediately trigger the availability of
low-interest Emergency loans to eligible producers in all primary and contiguous counties.
FSA borrowers in these counties who are unable to make their scheduled payments on any
debt may be authorized to have certain set asides. Additional disaster assistance requiring
a designation may also be provided by new programs in the future. For more information on
FSA disaster programs and disaster designations, visit www.fsa.usda.gov/disaster.

Communication is Key

Farm Service Agency (FSA) is committed to providing our farm loan borrowers the tools necessary
to be a success. A part of ensuring this success is providing guidance and counsel from the loan
application process through the borrower’s graduation to commercial lending institutions. While it is
FSA’s commitment to advise borrowers as they identify goals and evaluate progress, it is crucial for
borrowers to communicate with their farm loan staff when changes occur. It is the borrower’s
responsibility to alert FSA to any of the following:

Any proposed or significant changes in the farming operation;
Any significant changes to family income or expenses;

The development of problem situations;

Any losses or proposed significant changes in security


http://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/disaster

In addition, if a farm loan borrower cannot make payments to suppliers, other creditors, or FSA on
time, contact your farm loan staff immediately to discuss loan servicing options. For more
information on FSA farm loan programs, visit www.fsa.usda.gov.

USDA Announces Streamlined Guaranteed Loans and
Additional Lender Category for Small-Scale Operators

Options Help More Beginning, Small and Urban Producers Gain Access to Credit

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) announced the availability of a streamlined version of
USDA guaranteed loans, which are tailored for smaller scale farms and urban producers. The
program, called EZ Guarantee Loans, uses a simplified application process to help beginning,
small, underserved and family farmers and ranchers apply for loans of up to $100,000 from USDA-
approved lenders to purchase farmland or finance agricultural operations.

A new category of lenders will join traditional lenders, such as banks and credit unions, in offering
USDA EZ Guarantee Loans. Microlenders, which include Community Development Financial
Institutions and Rural Rehabilitation Corporations, will be able to offer their customers up to $50,000
of EZ Guaranteed Loans, helping to reach urban areas and underserved producers. Banks, credit
unions and other traditional USDA-approved lenders, can offer customers up to $100,000 to help
with agricultural operation costs.

EZ Guarantee Loans offer low interest rates and terms up to seven years for financing operating
expenses and 40 years for financing the purchase of farm real estate. USDA-approved lenders can
issue these loans with the Farm Service Agency (FSA) guaranteeing the loan up to 95 percent.

More information about the available types of FSA farm loans can be found at
www.fsa.usda.gov/farmloans or by contacting your local FSA office.

ARC/PLC Acreage Maintenance

Producers enrolled in the Agriculture Risk Coverage (ARC) or Price Loss Coverage (PLC) programs
must protect all cropland and noncropland acres on the farm from wind and water erosion and
noxious weeds. Producers who sign ARC county or individual contracts and PLC contracts agree to
effectively control noxious weeds on the farm according to sound agricultural practices. If a
producer fails to take necessary actions to correct a maintenance problem on a farm that is enrolled
in ARC or PLC, the County Committee may elect to terminate the contract for the program year.

Maintaining the Quality of Farm-Stored Loan Grain

Bins are ideally designed to hold a level volume of grain. When bins are overfilled and grain is
heaped up, airflow is hindered and the chance of spoilage increases.

Producers who take out marketing assistance loans and use the farm-stored grain as collateral
should remember that they are responsible for maintaining the quality of the grain through the term
of the loan.


http://www.fsa.usda.gov/
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/programs-and-services/farm-loan-programs/index
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Persons with disabilities who require accommodations to attend or participate in this
meeting/function/event should contact their local County Executive Director or Sharon Baker at 501-
301-3014, (TDD# or Federal Relay Service at 1-800-877-8339, and (Sharon.Baker@ar.usda.gov).

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination,
write: USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400
Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer
Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users).


mailto:Sharon.Baker@ar.usda.gov

