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700 West Capitol, Room 3416 On June 29th, Arkansas USDA celebrated Diversity Day with

Little Rock, Arkansas 72201  employees from all over the State, coming together to recognize
individual differences that affect each of us in our daily

Phone: 501-301-3000 lives. Arkansas FSA has a diverse workforce much like the
producers we serve. Whether you are a farmer or rancher;
www.fsa.usda.gov/ar agriculture is what we all have in common. Let us not forget that

our differences make us all unique. It is America's farmers and
State Committee: Chairman fanchers that are the backbone of this great nation. We look
Theodore Eldrige, Sr forward to continuing to serve the agricultural community of
T Arkansas.

Members Eric Anderson,
Mike Freeze, Johnny Loftin,

and Richard Simmons Nominations Open for the 2017 County

State Committee Meeting: Committee Elections

2nd Wednesday and

Thursday of each Quarter The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) Farm Service Agency
(FSA) encourages all farmers, ranchers, and FSA program

Acting State Executive participants to take part in the County Committee election

Director: Clayton Parr nomination process.


https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/USFSA/bulletins/1aaa005
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/ar

Administrative Officer: FSA's county committees are a critical component of the day-to-day

Sharon Baker operations of FSA and allow grassroots input and local
administration of federal farm programs.

Division Chiefs

Farm Programs: Anita Wilson Committee are comprised of locally elected agricultural producers
responsible for the fair and equitable administration of FSA farm

Farm Loans: James programs in their counties. Committee members are accountable to

Culpepper the Secretary of Agriculture. If elected, members become part of a
local decision making and farm program delivery process.

A county committee is composed of three to 11 elected members
Please contact your local FSA from local administrative areas (LAA). Each member serves a
Office for questions specific to three-year term. One-third of the seats on these committees are
your operation or county. To  open for election each year. County committees may have one or

find contact information for more appointed advisors to further represent the local interests of
your local office go to underserved farmers and ranchers. Underserved producers are
www.fsa.usda.gov/ar. beginning, women and other minority farmers and ranchers and

land owners and/or operators who have limited resources. Other
minority groups including Native American and Alaska Natives;
persons under the poverty level, and persons that have disabilities
are also considered underserved.

All nomination forms for the 2017 election must be postmarked or
received in the local USDA service center by Aug. 1, 2017. For
more information on FSA county committee elections and
appointments, refer to the FSA fact sheet: Eligibility to Vote and
Hold Office as a COC Member available online at:
www.fsa.usda.gov/elections.

Deadline to Enroll in Agriculture Risk Coverage (ARC) and
Price Loss Coverage (PLC)

Arkansas Producers Have until Aug. 1 to Enroll in ARC/PLC

Farmers and ranchers have until Aug. 1 to enroll in Agriculture Risk Coverage (ARC) and/or Price
Loss Coverage (PLC) programs for the 2017 crop year. These programs trigger financial protections
for participating agricultural producers when market forces cause substantial drops in crop prices or
revenues.

Producers have already elected ARC or PLC, but to receive program benefits they must enroll for
the 2017 crop year by signing a contract before the Aug. 1 deadline. Please contact your local FSA
office to schedule an appointment if you have not yet enrolled.

Covered commodities under the programs include barley, canola, large and small chickpeas, corn,
crambe, flaxseed, grain sorghum, lentils, mustard seed, oats, peanuts, dry peas, rapeseed, long
grain rice, medium grain rice (which includes short grain and sweet rice), safflower seed, sesame,
soybeans, sunflower seed and wheat.

For more program information, contact your local FSA office or visit www.fsa.usda.gov/arc-plc.

Payments to Deceased Producers

In order to claim a Farm Service Agency (FSA) payment on behalf of a deceased producer, all
program conditions for the payment must have been met before the applicable producer’s date of
death.

If a producer earned a FSA payment prior to becoming deceased, the following is the order of
precedence of the representatives of the producer:

e administrator or executor of the estate


http://www.fsa.usda.gov/ar
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/elections
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/arc-plc

the surviving spouse

surviving sons and daughters, including adopted children

surviving father and mother

surviving brothers and sisters

heirs of the deceased person who would be entitled to payment according to the State law

In order for FSA to release the payment, the legal representative of the deceased producer must file
a form FSA-325, to claim the payment for themselves or an estate. The county office will verify and
determine that the application, contract, loan agreement, or other similar form requesting payment
issuance, was signed by the applicable deadline for such form, by the deceased or a person legally
authorized to act on their behalf at that time of application.

If the application, contract or loan agreement form was signed by someone other than the
participant who is deceased, FSA will determine whether the person submitting the form has the
legal authority to submit the form to compel FSA to pay the deceased participant.

Payments will be issued to the respective representative’s name using the deceased program
participant’s tax identification number. Payments made to representatives are subject to offset
regulations for debts owed by the deceased.

FSA is not responsible for advising persons in obtaining legal advice on how to obtain program
benefits that may be due to a participant who has died, disappeared or who has been declared
incompetent.

Marketing Assistance Available for 2017 Crops in Arkansas
Counties

The 2014 Farm Bill authorized 2014-2018 crop year Marketing Assistance Loans (MALs) and Loan
Deficiency Payments (LDPs).

MALs and LDPs provide financing and marketing assistance for commodities such as feed grains,
soybeans and other oilseeds, pulse crops, rice, peanuts, cotton, wool and honey. MALSs provide
producers interim financing after harvest to help them meet cash flow needs without having to sell
their commodities when market prices are typically at harvest-time lows.

A producer who is eligible to obtain an MAL, but agrees to forgo the loan, may obtain an LDP if such
a payment is available.

To be eligible for an MAL or an LDP, producers must have a beneficial interest in the commaodity, in
addition to other requirements. A producer retains beneficial interest when control of and title to the

commodity is maintained. For an LDP, the producer must retain beneficial interest in the commodity
from the time of planting through the date the producer filed Form CCC-633EZ (page 1) in the FSA

County Office. For more information, producers should contact their local FSA county office or view
the LDP Fact Sheet.

CRP Participants Must Maintain Approved Cover on Acreages
Enrolled in CRP and Farm Programs

Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) participants are responsible for ensuring adequate,
approved vegetative and practice cover is maintained to control erosion throughout the life of the
contract after the practice has been established. Participants must also control undesirable
vegetation, weeds (including noxious weeds), insects and rodents that may pose a threat to existing
cover or adversely impact other landowners in the area.

All CRP maintenance activities, such as mowing, burning, disking and spraying, must be conducted
outside the primary nesting or brood rearing season for wildlife, which for Arkansas is April 1
through July 15. However, spot treatment of the acreage may be allowed during the primary nesting
or brood rearing season if, left untreated, the weeds, insects or undesirable species would
adversely impact the approved cover. In this instance, spot treatment is limited to the affected areas
in the field and requires County Committee approval prior to beginning the spot treatment. The


http://forms.sc.egov.usda.gov/efcommon/eFileServices/eForms/CCC633-EZ.PDF
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/Assets/USDA-FSA-Public/usdafiles/FactSheets/2016/mal_ldp_2016.pdf

County Committee will consult with NRCS to determine if such activities are needed to maintain the
approved cover.

Annual mowing of CRP for generic weed control, or for cosmetic purposes, is prohibited at all
times.

Fire Management on CRP Acres

Landowners who participate in the Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) are responsible for fire
management on their CRP acreage. Fireguard technical practices should be outlined in the
Conservation Plan of Operations (CPO).

Landowners must complete the necessary management activities outside of the Primary Nesting
Season. In Arkansas, the Primary Nesting Season is April 1 through July 15. The goal is to
suppress the amount of fuel in the event of a wildfire while still promoting the diversity of the
conservation cover.

FSA encourages producers to be proactive in preventing the spread of wildfire. Fire management
includes installing firebreaks, which should be included in the contract support document
and installed according to NRCS firebreak standards.

Barren firebreaks will only be allowed in high risk areas, such as transportation corridors, rural
communities, and adjacent farmsteads. A conservationist must certify that there will not be an
erosion hazard from the barren firebreak. If erosion becomes a problem, remedial action will be
taken.

ARC/PLC Acreage Maintenance

Producers enrolled in the Agriculture Risk Coverage (ARC) or Price Loss Coverage (PLC) programs
must protect all cropland and noncropland acres on the farm from wind and water erosion and
noxious weeds. Producers who sign ARC county or individual contracts and PLC contracts agree to
effectively control noxious weeds on the farm according to sound agricultural practices. If a
producer fails to take necessary actions to correct a maintenance problem on a farm that is enrolled
in ARC or PLC, the County Committee may elect to terminate the contract for the program year.

USDA Encourages Producers to Consider Risk Protection
Coverage before Crop Sales Deadlines

The Farm Service Agency encourages producers to examine available USDA crop risk protection
options, including federal crop insurance and Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP)
coverage, before the applicable crop sales deadline.

Producers are reminded that crops not covered by insurance may be eligible for NAP. The 2014
Farm Bill expanded NAP to include higher levels of protection. Beginning, underserved and limited
resource farmers are now eligible for free catastrophic level coverage, as well as discounted
premiums for additional levels of protection."

Federal crop insurance covers crop losses from natural adversities such as drought, hail and
excessive moisture. NAP covers losses from natural disasters on crops for which no permanent
federal crop insurance program is available, including perennial grass forage and grazing crops,
fruits, vegetables, mushrooms, floriculture, ornamental nursery, aquaculture, turf grass, ginseng,
honey, syrup, bioenergy, and industrial crops.

Producers can determine if crops are eligible for federal crop insurance or NAP by visiting
https://webapp.rma.usda.gov/apps/actuarialinformationbrowser2017/CropCriteria.aspx.

NAP basic coverage is available at 55 percent of the average market price for crop losses that
exceed 50 percent of expected production, with higher levels of coverage, up to 65 percent of their


https://webapp.rma.usda.gov/apps/actuarialinformationbrowser2017/CropCriteria.aspx

expected production at 100 percent of the average market price, including coverage for organics
and crops marketed directly to consumers.

Deadlines for coverage vary by state and crop. To learn more about NAP visit
www.fsa.usda.gov/nap or contact your local USDA Service Center. To find your local USDA Service
Centers go to http://offices.usda.gov.

Federal crop insurance coverage is sold and delivered solely through private insurance agents.
Agent lists are available at all USDA Service Centers or at USDA's online Agent Locator:
http://prodwebnlb.rma.usda.gov/apps/AgentLocator/#. Producers can use the USDA Cost Estimator,
https://ewebapp.rma.usda.gov/apps/costestimator/Default.aspx, to predict insurance premium costs.

USDA Microloans Help Farmers Purchase Farmland and
Improve Property

Producers, Including Beginning and Underserved Farmers, Have a New Option to Gain Access to
Land

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) is offering farm ownership microloans, creating a new
financing avenue for farmers to buy and improve property. These microloans are especially helpful
to beginning or underserved farmers, U.S. veterans looking for a career in farming, and those who
have small and mid-sized farming operations.

The microloan program has been hugely successful, providing more than 16,800 low-interest loans,
totaling over $373 million to producers across the country. Microloans have helped farmers and
ranchers with operating costs, such as feed, fertilizer, tools, fencing, equipment, and living
expenses since 2013. Seventy percent of loans have gone to new farmers.

Now, microloans will be available to also help with farm land and building purchases, and soil and
water conservation improvements. FSA designed the expanded program to simplify the application
process, expand eligibility requirements and expedite smaller real estate loans to help farmers
strengthen their operations. Microloans provide up to $50,000 to qualified producers, and can be
issued to the applicant directly from the USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA).

To learn more about the FSA microloan program visit www.fsa.usda.gov/microloans, or contact your
local FSA office.

USDA Offers Targeted Farm Loan Funding for Underserved
Groups and Beginning Farmers

The USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA) reminds producers that FSA offers targeted farm ownership
and farm operating loans to assist underserved applicants as well as beginning farmers and
ranchers.

USDA defines underserved applicants as a group whose members have been subjected to racial,
ethnic, or gender prejudice because of their identity as members of the group without regard to their
individual qualities. For farm loan program purposes, targeted underserved groups are women,
African Americans, American Indians and Alaskan Natives, Hispanics and Asians and Pacific
Islanders.

Underserved or beginning farmers and ranchers who cannot obtain commercial credit from a bank
can apply for either FSA direct loans or guaranteed loans. Direct loans are made to applicants by
FSA. Guaranteed loans are made by lending institutions who arrange for FSA to guarantee the
loan. FSA can guarantee up to 95 percent of the loss of principal and interest on a loan. The FSA
guarantee allows lenders to make agricultural credit available to producers who do not meet the
lender's normal underwriting criteria.

The direct and guaranteed loan program provides for two types of loans: farm ownership loans and
farm operating loans. In addition to customary farm operating and ownership loans, FSA now offers
Microloans through the direct loan program. The focus of Microloans is on the financing needs of

small, beginning farmer, niche and non-traditional farm operations. Microloans are available for both


http://www.fsa.usda.gov/nap
http://offices.usda.gov/
http://prodwebnlb.rma.usda.gov/apps/AgentLocator/
https://ewebapp.rma.usda.gov/apps/costestimator/Default.aspx
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/microloans

ownership and operating finance needs. To learn more about microloans, visit
www.fsa.usda.gov/microloans.

To qualify as a beginning producer, the individual or entity must meet the eligibility requirements
outlined for direct or guaranteed loans. Additionally, individuals and all entity members must have
operated a farm for less than 10 years. Applicants must materially or substantially participate in the
operation.

For more information on FSA’s farm loan programs and targeted underserved and beginning farmer
guidelines, visit www.fsa.usda.gov/farmloans.

Rates and Dates

Selected Interest Rates for

July 2017

90-Day Treasury Bil 0.875 Dates to Remember
|Farm Qperating Loans — Direct 2.875
Final date to certify all 2017 crops except fall-
|Farrn GWI‘IEI'SI“IIF! Loans — Direct 3.875 July 15, 2017 seaded small grains, apples, grapes, peaches,
Farm Ownership Loans — Direct Down and tomatoes
- 1.500
Payment, Beginning Farmer or Rancher -
fugust 1, 2017 Last Day to File COC Election Moménation Formes
|Emergency Loans 3.750
Farm Storage Facility Loans 1.500 August 1, 2017 Deadline for 2017 ARC/PLC enrollment
(3 years) )
- Final date to request farm reconstitutions and
l:'[grm Storage Facility Loans 1.750 August 1, 2017 transfers 9
years) - ”
e . 2018 NAP Application Closing Date for crops
Farm Storage Facility Loans 2.000 September 1, 2007 g 4 ovaculture
(7 years)
Farm Storage Facility Loans 3 250 November 6, 2017) COC Election Ballots mailed to Eligible Voters
(10 years) '
— Last day to return vated COC Elections Ballots
Farm Storage Facility Loans 2.250 December 4, 20171, . USDA Service Center
(12 years)
Commodity Loans 1996-Present 2.125 January 1, 2017 Newly Elected COC Members take office

Persons with disabilities who require accommodations to attend or participate in this
meeting/function/event should contact their local County Executive Director or Sharon Baker at 501-
301-3014, (TDD# or Federal Relay Service at 1-800-877-8339, and (Sharon.Baker@ar.usda.gov).

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination,
write: USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400
Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer
Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users).


http://www.fsa.usda.gov/microloans
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/farmloans
mailto:Sharon.Baker@ar.usda.gov
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