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USDA Announces New Conservation 
Opportunities to Improve Water Quality and 
Restore Wildlife Habitat 
USDA will offer farmers and ranchers more opportunities to participate 
in the Conservation Reserve Program (CRP). The announcement 
includes new CRP practices to protect water quality and adds an 
additional 1.1 million acres targeted to benefit wildlife, pollinators and 
wetlands.  

The new conservation initiative known as Clean Lakes, Estuaries and 
Rivers (CLEAR) will add new tools to CRP that can help to improve 
water quality. CLEAR will assist landowners with the cost of building 
bioreactors and saturated buffers that filter nitrates and other nutrients 
from tile-drained cropland. Early estimates indicate that CLEAR could 
help to reduce nitrate runoff by as much as 40 percent over traditional 
conservation methods. CLEAR may cover up to 90 percent of the cost 
to install these new practices through incentives and cost-share. These 
new methods are especially important in areas where traditional buffers 
have not been enough to prevent nutrients from reaching bodies of 
water.  

USDA will also add an additional 1.1 million acres to a number of key 
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CRP practices that are critically important to wildlife and conservation. 
These include 700,000 acres for State Acres for Wildlife Enhancement 
(SAFE) efforts, which restore high-priority wildlife habitat tailored to a 
specific state’s needs.  In addition to SAFE, 300,000 acres will be 
added to target wetlands restoration that are nature’s water filters and 
100,000 acres for pollinator habitat that support 30 percent of 
agricultural production.  

The continued strong demand for CRP combined with the limited 
acreage available for enrollment and lower land rental rates, allows 
USDA to modify certain program components without affecting the 
integrity of the program. Signing incentives are being reduced by $25 
per acre on certain practices for fiscal year 2018 enrollments 
(incentives are currently between $100 and $150 per acre) and a cap 
on the maximum soil rental rate is being instituted for Continuous CRP 
at $300 per acre. The savings from these changes are being reinvested 
back in CRP, including the additional acres for SAFE, pollinator habitat 
and wetlands restoration.  

To learn more about FSA’s conservation programs, 
visit www.fsa.usda.gov/conservation or contact your local FSA office. 
To find your local FSA office, visit http://offices.usda.gov. 

 

Cover Crop Guidelines 
Recently the Farm Service Agency (FSA), Natural Resources 
Conservation Service (NRCS) and Risk Management Agency (RMA) 
worked together to develop consistent, simple and a flexible policy for 
cover crop practices.  

The termination and reporting guidelines were updated for cover crops.  

Termination: 

The cover crop termination guidelines provide the timeline for 
terminating cover crops, are based on zones and apply to non-irrigated 
cropland. To view the zones and additional guidelines visit 
https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/main/national/landuse/crops/ 
and click “Cover Crop Termination Guidelines.” 

Reporting: 

The intended use of cover only will be used to report cover crops. This 
includes crops 

that were terminated by tillage and reported with an intended use code 
of green manure. An FSA policy change will allow cover crops to be 
hayed and grazed. Program eligibility for the cover crop that is being 
hayed or grazed will be determined by each specific program. 

If the crop reported as cover only is harvested for any use other than 
forage or grazing and is not terminated properly, then that crop will no 
longer be considered a cover crop.  

Crops reported with an intended use of cover only will not count toward 
the total cropland on the farm. In these situations a subsequent crop 
will be reported to account for all cropland on the farm. 

Cover crops include grasses, legumes, and forbs, for seasonal cover 

http://links.govdelivery.com/track?type=click&enid=ZWFzPTEmbXNpZD0mYXVpZD0mbWFpbGluZ2lkPTIwMTYxMjA4LjY3MzgzMjYxJm1lc3NhZ2VpZD1NREItUFJELUJVTC0yMDE2MTIwOC42NzM4MzI2MSZkYXRhYmFzZWlkPTEwMDEmc2VyaWFsPTE3ODcxMDY0JmVtYWlsaWQ9amFuZXQud3JpZ2h0QGZsLnVzZGEuZ292JnVzZXJpZD1qYW5ldC53cmlnaHRAZmwudXNkYS5nb3YmdGFyZ2V0aWQ9JmZsPSZleHRyYT1NdWx0aXZhcmlhdGVJZD0mJiY=&&&102&&&http://www.fsa.usda.gov/conservation
http://links.govdelivery.com/track?type=click&enid=ZWFzPTEmbXNpZD0mYXVpZD0mbWFpbGluZ2lkPTIwMTYxMjA4LjY3MzgzMjYxJm1lc3NhZ2VpZD1NREItUFJELUJVTC0yMDE2MTIwOC42NzM4MzI2MSZkYXRhYmFzZWlkPTEwMDEmc2VyaWFsPTE3ODcxMDY0JmVtYWlsaWQ9amFuZXQud3JpZ2h0QGZsLnVzZGEuZ292JnVzZXJpZD1qYW5ldC53cmlnaHRAZmwudXNkYS5nb3YmdGFyZ2V0aWQ9JmZsPSZleHRyYT1NdWx0aXZhcmlhdGVJZD0mJiY=&&&103&&&http://offices.usda.gov/
http://links.govdelivery.com/track?type=click&enid=ZWFzPTEmbXNpZD0mYXVpZD0mbWFpbGluZ2lkPTIwMTYxMjA4LjY3MzgzMjYxJm1lc3NhZ2VpZD1NREItUFJELUJVTC0yMDE2MTIwOC42NzM4MzI2MSZkYXRhYmFzZWlkPTEwMDEmc2VyaWFsPTE3ODcxMDY0JmVtYWlsaWQ9amFuZXQud3JpZ2h0QGZsLnVzZGEuZ292JnVzZXJpZD1qYW5ldC53cmlnaHRAZmwudXNkYS5nb3YmdGFyZ2V0aWQ9JmZsPSZleHRyYT1NdWx0aXZhcmlhdGVJZD0mJiY=&&&104&&&https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/main/national/landuse/crops/


and other conservation purposes. Cover crops are primarily used for 
erosion control, soil health Improvement, and water quality 
improvement. The cover crop may be terminated by natural causes, 
such as frost, or intentionally terminated through chemical application, 
crimping, rolling, tillage or cutting. A cover crop managed and 
terminated according to NRCS Cover Crop Termination Guidelines is 
not considered a crop for crop insurance purposes. 

Cover crops can be planted: with no subsequent crop planted, before a 
subsequent crop, after prevented planting acreage, after a planted 
crop, or into a standing crop. 

 

 

USDA Expands Working-Lands Conservation Opportunities 
through CRP 
USDA will offer a new Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) Grasslands practice specifically 
tailored for small-scale livestock grazing operations. Small livestock operations with 100 or fewer 
head of grazing dairy cows (or the equivalent) can submit applications to enroll up to 200 acres of 
grasslands per farm. USDA’s goal is to enroll up to 200,000 acres.  

The current CRP Grassland ranking period will end on Nov. 10, 2016. To date, the USDA’s Farm 
Service Agency (FSA) has received nearly 5,000 offers covering over 1 million acres for this CRP 
working-lands conservation program. These offers are predominantly larger acreage ranchland in 
Western states.  

The new practice for small-scale livestock grazers aims, in part, to encourage greater diversity 
geographically and in types of livestock operation. This opportunity will close on Dec. 16, 2016. 
Offers selected this fiscal year will be enrolled into CRP Grasslands beginning Oct. 1, 2017.  

Participants in CRP Grasslands establish or maintain long-term, resource-conserving grasses and 
other plant species to control soil erosion, improve water quality and develop wildlife habitat on 
marginally productive agricultural lands. CRP Grasslands participants can use the land for livestock 
production (e.g. grazing or producing hay), while following their conservation and grazing plans in 
order to maintain the cover. A goal of CRP Grasslands is to minimize conversion of grasslands 
either to row crops or to non-agricultural uses. Participants can receive annual payments of up to 75 
percent of the grazing value of the land and up to 50 percent to fund cover or practices like cross-
fencing to support rotational grazing or improving pasture cover to benefit pollinators or other 
wildlife.    

USDA will select offers for enrollment based on six ranking factors: (1) current and future use, (2) 
new farmer/rancher or underserved producer involvement, (3) maximum grassland preservation, (4) 
vegetative cover, (5) environmental factors and (6) pollinator habitat. Offers for the second ranking 
period also will be considered from producers who submitted offers for the first ranking period but 
were not accepted, as well as from new offers submitted through Dec. 16.   

Small livestock operations or other farming and ranching operations interested in participating in 
CRP Grasslands should contact their local FSA office. To find your local FSA office, visit 
http://offices.usda.gov. To learn more about FSA’s conservation programs, visit 
www.fsa.usda.gov/conservation.  

 

Margin Protection Program for Dairy Enrollment Deadline is 
Dec. 16  
The deadline for dairy producers to enroll in the Margin Protection Program (MPP) for Dairy is Dec. 
16, 2016. This voluntary dairy safety net program, established by the 2014 Farm Bill, provides 
financial assistance to participating dairy producers when the margin – the difference between the 
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price of milk and feed costs – falls below the coverage level selected by the producer. A USDA web 
tool, available at www.fsa.usda.gov/mpptool, allows dairy producers to calculate levels of coverage 
available from MPP based on price projections. 

 

USDA Offers New Loans for Portable Farm Storage and 
Handling Equipment 
Portable Equipment Can Help Producers, including Small-Scale and Local Farmers, Get Products 
to Market Quickly 

USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) will provide a new financing option to help farmers purchase 
portable storage and handling equipment. The loans, which now include a smaller microloan option 
with lower down payments, are designed to help producers, including new, small and mid-sized 
producers, grow their businesses and markets. 

The program also offers a new “microloan” option, which allows applicants seeking less than 
$50,000 to qualify for a reduced down payment of five percent and no requirement to provide three 
years of production history. Farms and ranches of all sizes are eligible. The microloan option is 
expected to be of particular benefit to smaller farms and ranches, and specialty crop producers who 
may not have access to commercial storage or on-farm storage after harvest. These producers can 
invest in equipment like conveyers, scales or refrigeration units and trucks that can store 
commodities before delivering them to markets. Producers do not need to demonstrate the lack of 
commercial credit availability to apply. 

Earlier this year, FSA significantly expanded the list of commodities eligible for Farm Storage 
Facility Loan. Eligible commodities now include aquaculture; floriculture; fruits (including nuts) and 
vegetables; corn, grain sorghum, rice, oilseeds, oats, wheat, triticale, spelt, buckwheat, lentils, 
chickpeas, dry peas sugar, peanuts, barley, rye, hay, honey, hops, maple sap, unprocessed meat 
and poultry, eggs, milk, cheese, butter, yogurt and renewable biomass. FSFL microloans can also 
be used to finance wash and pack equipment used post-harvest, before a commodity is placed in 
cold storage. 

To learn more about Farm Storage Facility Loans, visit www.fsa.usda.gov/pricesupport or contact a 
local FSA county office. To find your local FSA county office, visit http://offices.usda.gov. 

 

New USDA Commitments to Help Build Up Next Generation of 
Farmers and Ranchers 
USDA prioritized $5.6 billion over the next two years within USDA programs and services that serve 
new and beginning farmers and ranchers. A new, tailored web tool was designed to connect 
burgeoning farm entrepreneurs with programs and resources available to help them get started.   

The new web tool is available at www.usda.gov/newfarmers. The site was designed based on 
feedback from new and beginning farmers and ranchers around the country, who cited unfamiliarity 
with programs and resources as a challenge to starting and expanding their operations. The site 
features advice and guidance on everything a new farm business owner needs to know, from writing 
a business plan, to obtaining a loan to grow their business, to filing taxes as a new small business 
owner. By answering a series of questions about their operation, farmers can use the site’s 
Discovery Tool to build a personalized set of recommendations of USDA programs and services 
that may meet their needs.   

Using the new web tool and other outreach activities, and operating within its existing resources, 
USDA has set a new goal of increasing beginning farmer and rancher participation by an additional 
6.6 percent across key USDA programs, which were established or strengthened by the 2014 Farm 
Bill, for a total investment value of approximately $5.6 billion. Programs were targeted for expanded 
outreach and commitment based on their impact on expanding opportunity for new and beginning 
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farmers and ranchers, including starting or expanding an operation, developing new markets, 
supporting more effective farming and conservation practices, and having access to relevant 
training and education opportunities. USDA will provide quarterly updates on its progress towards 
meeting its goal. A full explanation of the investment targets, benchmarks and outcomes is available 
at: BFR-Commitment-Factsheet.  

As the average age of the American farmer now exceeds 58 years, and data shows that almost 10 
percent of farmland in the continental United States will change hands in the next five years, we 
have no time to lose in getting more new farmers and ranchers established. Equally important is 
encouraging young people to pursue careers in industries that support American agriculture. 
According to an employment outlook report released by USDA’s National Institute of Food and 
Agriculture (NIFA) and Purdue University, one of the best fields for new college graduates is 
agriculture. Nearly 60,000 high-skilled agriculture job openings are expected annually in the United 
States for the next five years, yet only 35,000 graduates with a bachelor’s degree or higher in 
agriculture related fields are expected to be available to fill them. The report also shows that women 
make up more than half of the food, agriculture, renewable natural resources, and environment 
higher education graduates in the United States. USDA recently released a series of fact sheets 
showcasing the impact of women in agriculture nationwide.   

The announcement builds on USDA’s ongoing work to engage its resources to inspire a strong next 
generation of farmers and ranchers by improving access to land and capital; building market 
opportunities; extending conservation opportunities; offering appropriate risk management tools; 
and increasing outreach and technical support. To learn more about USDA’s efforts, visit the 
Beginning Farmers and Ranchers Results Page.  

 

USDA Announces Streamlined Guaranteed Loans and 
Additional Lender Category for Small-Scale Operators 
Options Help More Beginning, Small and Urban Producers Gain Access to Credit 

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) announced the availability of a streamlined version of 
USDA guaranteed loans, which are tailored for smaller scale farms and urban producers. The 
program, called EZ Guarantee Loans, uses a simplified application process to help beginning, 
small, underserved and family farmers and ranchers apply for loans of up to $100,000 from USDA-
approved lenders to purchase farmland or finance agricultural operations.  

USDA today also unveiled a new category of lenders that will join traditional lenders, such as banks 
and credit unions, in offering USDA EZ Guarantee Loans. Microlenders, which include Community 
Development Financial Institutions and Rural Rehabilitation Corporations, will be able to offer their 
customers up to $50,000 of EZ Guaranteed Loans, helping to reach urban areas and underserved 
producers. Banks, credit unions and other traditional USDA-approved lenders, can offer customers 
up to $100,000 to help with agricultural operation costs. 

EZ Guarantee Loans offer low interest rates and terms up to seven years for financing operating 
expenses and 40 years for financing the purchase of farm real estate. USDA-approved lenders can 
issue these loans with the Farm Service Agency (FSA) guaranteeing the loan up to 95 percent. 

USDA is providing a 90-day period for the public to review and comment on program improvements. 
To review program details, visit www.regulations.gov, reference RIN 0560-AI34 and follow the 
instructions to submit comments. 

More than half of all FSA loans go to new farmers and more than a quarter to underserved 
borrowers. FSA also offers loans of up to $5,000 to young farmers and ranchers though the Youth 
Loan Program. Loans are made to eligible youth to finance agricultural projects, with almost 9,000 
young people now participating. More information about the available types of FSA farm loans can 
be found at www.fsa.usda.gov/farmloans or by contacting your local FSA office. To find your 
nearest office location, visit http://offices.usda.gov. 
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Document the Drought: USDA U.S. Drought Monitor Offers 
Producers a Voice to Report Drought Impacts 
The U.S. Drought Monitor’s reporting feature offers producers an opportunity to submit drought 
impact and condition reports.  

The USDA, in partnership with the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration and the 
University of Nebraska in Lincoln, produced the U.S. Drought Monitor to include a reporting feature 
that allows producers to report local drought impacts and conditions.   

The report allows producers to: 

• Provide a written description of drought impacts on livelihood, activities, etc.; 
• Select categories to show losses and gains as a result of the drought; 
• Report on the duration of drought event; 
• Select Affected Places – geographic areas ranging from an entire state to a small area 

within a state; 
• Submit images that document the drought and its impact; 
• Provide contact information (includes an option to keep information confidential).  

The reporting tool for producers to record the effects of the drought can be accessed at the 
following link: http://droughtreporter.unl.edu/submitreport/.   

More information including state specific drought impact maps can be found on the U. S. Drought 
Monitor homepage: http://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/Home.aspx.  

 

Firearms and Dangerous Weapons Forbidden In Federal 
Facilities 
USDA Service Centers and Farm Service Agency Offices are Off Limits for Firearms  

This is an important reminder to all customers and patrons of USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA) 
offices and USDA Service Centers statewide that firearms are forbidden (even with a 
permit/license) in Federal Buildings. A Federal Building by definition is any building owned, 
leased or rented by the Federal Government, where Federal employees are regularly present for 
the purpose of performing their official duties.  

The items that are prohibited in Federal facilities include any item prohibited by any applicable 
Federal, State, local, and tribal law and/or ordinance, as well as firearms, dangerous weapons, 
explosives, or other destructive devices (including their individual parts or components) designed, 
redesigned, used, intended for use, or readily converted to cause injury, death, or property damage. 
Possession of firearms and dangerous weapons in Federal facilities as outline above is a crime 
punishable by fines and imprisonment.  

For a complete list of items prohibited in Federal facilities, please view and/or download the 
document titled, Items Prohibited from Federal Facilities: An Interagency Security Committee 
Standard: http://www.dhs.gov/sites/default/files/publications/isc-items-prohibited-federal-facilities-
feb-2013-508.pdf. The lists of prohibited items outlined in this document apply to all facility 
occupants, contractors, and the visiting public.  

If you have questions or concerns regarding this notification, please contact your local Farm Service 
Agency Office–http://offices.usda.gov.  
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Selected Interest Rates for December 2016 
90-Day Treasury Bill - .250 

Farm Operating Loans — Direct - 2.25 

Farm Ownership Loans — Direct - 3.25 

Farm Ownership Loans — Direct Down Payment, Beginning Farmer or Rancher - 1.50 

Emergency Loans - 3.25 

Farm Storage Facility Loans  (7 years) - 1.75 

Sugar Storage Facility Loans - 2.125 

Commodity Loans 1996-Present - 1.75 

 

Dates to Remember 
Dec 26 - Federal Holiday.  Offices Closed. 

Jan 2 - Federal Holiday.  Offices Closed. 

 
USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination, 
write: USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 
Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer 
Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users). 
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