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A Special 2018 Ag Day Message from: 
Neil Combee, State Executive Director, 
Florida Farm Service Agency 
National Agriculture Day Celebrates American Food and Fiber 
Production 

It’s National Agriculture Day, a day designated each year by the 
Agriculture Council of America (ACA) to celebrate the 
accomplishments of agriculture. Florida Farm Service Agency 
(FSA) joins the council in recognizing farmers, ranchers and 
foresters for their contributions to the nation’s outstanding quality of 
life. 

This year’s theme, Agriculture: Food for Life, spotlights the hard 
work of American producers who diligently work to provide food, 
fiber and more to the United States and countries around the world. 
To ensure a prosperous future for American agriculture, FSA 
provides continuous support to agriculturalists across the country. 

FSA is rural America’s engine for economic growth, job creation 
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Farm Program 
Tom Hockert  

Farm Loans 
Justin Teuton 

Please contact your local FSA 
Office for questions specific to 
your operation or county. 

and development, offering local service to millions of rural 
producers. In fiscal year 2017, USDA Farm Loan programs 
provided $6 billion in support to producers across America, the 
second highest total in FSA history. FSA also distributed $1.6 billion 
in Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) payments to over 375,000 
Americans to improve water quality, reduce soil erosion and 
increase wildlife habitat. 

For agricultural producers who suffered market downturns in 2016, 
USDA is issuing approximately $8 billion in payments under the 
Agriculture Risk Coverage (ARC) and Price Loss Coverage (PLC) 
programs. USDA also continues to provide extensive assistance in 
response to natural disasters throughout the country, including last 
year’s hurricanes in Florida, Texas, Puerto Rico and the Virgin 
Islands, drought in the northern high plains, wildfires in the west 
and central plains, floods, tornados, freezes and other catastrophic 
weather events. 

To support beginning farmers and ranchers, Agriculture Secretary 
Sonny Perdue signed a Memorandum of Understanding with 
officials from SCORE, the nation’s largest volunteer network of 
expert business mentors, to support new and beginning farmers. 
The agreement provides new help and resources for beginning 
ranchers, veterans, women, socially disadvantaged Americans and 
others, providing new tools to help them both grow and thrive in 
agribusiness. 

I am honored to administer programs that enable our producers to 
manage their risks when the agriculture industry faces hardship. On 
behalf of the Florida Farm Service Agency, I would like to thank our 
agricultural producers for continuing to feed our nation and the 
world. 

 

Census of Agriculture - There is Still Time 
to Respond 
So far 36% of Florida’s farmers and ranchers have returned their 
2017 Census of Agriculture and we are running a bit below the US 
average.  There is still time to respond, so please complete your 
census questionnaire online or by mail so that Florida is fully 
represented and receives its fair share of USDA resources.  If you 
have misplaced your questionnaire, please call 888-424-7828. 

 

Reporting Wind Turbines Constructed on 
Cropland 
Producers who have wind turbines constructed on their farms 
should notify the local Farm Service Agency office. Any area that is 
no longer considered suitable as cropland (producing annual or 
perennial crops) should be designated in FSA’s records and aerial 
photography maps. When base acres on a farm are converted to a 
non-agricultural commercial or industrial use, the total base acres 
on the farm must be reduced accordingly. Non-cropland areas used 
for wind turbines might impact payments calculated using base 
acres, such as Agriculture Risk Coverage (ARC) and Price Loss 
Coverage (PLC). 
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Using FSA Direct Farm Ownership Loans for Construction 
The USDA Farm Service Agency’s (FSA) Direct Farm Ownership loans are a resource to help 
farmers and ranchers become owner-operators of family farms, improve and expand current 
operations, increase agricultural productivity, and assist with land tenure to save farmland for future 
generations.  

Depending on the applicant’s needs, there are three types of Direct Farm Ownership Loans: 
regular, down payment and joint financing. FSA also offers a Direct Farm Ownership Microloan 
option for smaller financial needs up to $50,000.  

Amongst other purposes, Direct Farm Ownership Loans can be used to construct, purchase or 
improve farm dwellings, service buildings or other facilities and improvements essential to an 
operation.  

To do this, applicants must provide FSA with an estimate of the total cost of all planned 
development that completely describe the work, prior to loan approval and must show proof of 
sufficient funds to pay for the total cost of all planned development at or before loan closing. In 
some instances, applicants may be asked to provide certified plans, specifications or contract 
documents. The applicant cannot incur any debts for materials or labor or make any expenditures 
for development purposes prior to loan closing with the expectation of being reimbursed from FSA 
funds. 

Construction and development work may be performed either by the contract method or the 
borrower method. Under the contract method, construction and development contractors perform 
work according to a written contract with the applicant or borrower.  An applicant for a direct loan to 
finance a construction project must obtain a surety bond that guarantees both payment and 
performance in the amount of the construction contract from a construction contractor.  

A surety bond is required when a contract exceeds $100,000, an authorized agency official 
determines that a surety bond appears advisable to protect the borrower against default of the 
contractor or a contract provides for partial payments in excess of the amount of 60 percent of the 
value of the work in place. 

Under the borrower method, the applicant or borrower will perform the construction and 
development work. The borrower method may only be used when the authorized agency official 
determines, based on information from the applicant, that the applicant possesses or arranges to 
obtain the necessary skill and managerial ability to complete the work satisfactorily and that such 
work will not interfere with the applicant’s farming operation or work schedule. 

Potential applicants should visit with FSA early in the initial project planning process to ensure 
environmental compliance.  

For more eligibility requirements and information about FSA Loan programs, contact your local FSA 
office or visit www.fsa.usda.gov. To find your local FSA office, visit http://offices.usda.gov. 

 

Payments to Deceased Producers 
In order to claim a Farm Service Agency (FSA) payment on behalf of a deceased producer, all 
program conditions for the payment must have been met before the applicable producer’s date of 
death.  

If a producer earned a FSA payment prior to becoming deceased, the following is the order of 
precedence of the representatives of the producer:  

• administrator or executor of the estate 
• the surviving spouse 
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• surviving sons and daughters, including adopted children 
• surviving father and mother 
• surviving brothers and sisters 
• heirs of the deceased person who would be entitled to payment according to the State law  

In order for FSA to release the payment, the legal representative of the deceased producer must file 
a form FSA-325, to claim the payment for themselves or an estate. The county office will verify and 
determine that the application, contract, loan agreement, or other similar form requesting payment 
issuance, was signed by the applicable deadline for such form, by the deceased or a person legally 
authorized to act on their behalf at that time of application.  

If the application, contract or loan agreement form was signed by someone other than the 
participant who is deceased, FSA will determine whether the person submitting the form has the 
legal authority to submit the form to compel FSA to pay the deceased participant.   

Payments will be issued to the respective representative’s name using the deceased program 
participant’s tax identification number. Payments made to representatives are subject to offset 
regulations for debts owed by the deceased.   

FSA is not responsible for advising persons in obtaining legal advice on how to obtain program 
benefits that may be due to a participant who has died, disappeared or who has been declared 
incompetent.  

 

New Improvement to Streamline Crop Reporting 
Update Lets Farmers and Ranchers Report Common Acreage Information Once 

Farmers and ranchers filing crop acreage reports with the Farm Service Agency (FSA) and 
participating insurance providers approved by the Risk Management Agency (RMA) now can 
provide the common information from their acreage reports at one office and the information will be 
electronically shared with the other location.   

This new process is part of the USDA Acreage Crop Reporting Streamlining Initiative (ACRSI). This 
interagency collaboration also includes participating private crop insurance agents and insurance 
companies, all working to streamline the information collected from farmers and ranchers who 
participate in USDA programs. 

Once filing at one location, data that’s important to both FSA and RMA will be securely and 
electronically shared with the other location avoiding redundant and duplicative reporting, as well as 
saving farmers and ranchers time. 

USDA has been working to streamline the crop reporting process for agricultural producers, who 
have expressed concerns with providing the same basic common information for multiple locations.  
In 2013, USDA consolidated the deadlines to 15 dates for submitting these reports, down from the 
previous 54 dates at RMA and 17 dates for FSA. USDA representatives believe farmers and 
ranchers will experience a notable improvement in the coming weeks as they approach the peak 
season for crop reporting later this summer.  

More than 93 percent of all annual reported acres to FSA and RMA now are eligible for the common 
data reporting, and USDA is exploring adding more crops. Producers must still visit both locations to 
validate and sign acreage reports, complete maps or provide program-specific information. The 
common data from the first-filed acreage report will now be available to pre-populate and accelerate 
completion of the second report. Plans are underway at USDA to continue building upon the 
framework with additional efficiencies at a future date.   

Farmers and ranchers are also reminded that they can now access their FSA farm information from 
the convenience of their home computer. Producers can see field boundaries, images of the farm, 
conservation status, operator and owner information and much more.  



The new customer self-service portal, known as FSAFarm+, gives farmers and ranchers online 
access to securely view, print or export their personal farm data. To enroll in the online service, 
producers are encouraged to contact their local FSA office for details. To find a local FSA office in 
your area, visit http://offices.usda.gov. 

 

2018 Acreage Reporting Dates 
In order to comply with FSA program eligibility requirements, all producers are encouraged to visit 
their local FSA office to file an accurate crop certification report by the applicable deadline. 

Acreage reporting dates vary by crop and by county so please contact your local FSA office for a list 
of county-specific deadlines.  

The following exceptions apply to acreage reporting dates:  

• If the crop has not been planted by the applicable acreage reporting date, then the acreage 
must be reported no later than 15 calendar days after planting is completed.   

• If a producer acquires additional acreage after the applicable acreage reporting date, then 
the acreage must be reported no later than 30 calendars days after purchase or acquiring 
the lease. Appropriate documentation must be provided to the county office.   

• If a perennial forage crop is reported with the intended use of “cover only,” “green manure,” 
“left standing,” or “seed,” then the acreage must be reported by July 15th.   

Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) policy holders should note that the acreage 
reporting date for NAP covered crops is the earlier of the applicable dates or 15 calendar days 
before grazing or harvesting of the crop begins.  

For questions regarding crop certification and crop loss reports, please contact your local FSA 
office. 

 

USDA Enrollment Period for Safety Net Coverage in 2018 
Farmers and ranchers with base acres in the Agriculture Risk Coverage (ARC) or Price Loss 
Coverage (PLC) safety net program may enroll for the 2018 crop year. The enrollment period will 
end on Aug. 1, 2018.  

Since shares and ownership of a farm can change year-to-year, producers must enroll by 
signing a contract each program year.  

The producers on a farm that are not enrolled for the 2018 enrollment period will not be eligible for 
financial assistance from the ARC or PLC programs for the 2018 crop should crop prices or farm 
revenues fall below the historical price or revenue benchmarks established by the program. 
Producers who made their elections in previous years must still enroll during the 2018 enrollment 
period. 

The ARC and PLC programs were authorized by the 2014 Farm Bill and offer a safety net to 
agricultural producers when there is a substantial drop in prices or revenues for covered 
commodities. Covered commodities include barley, canola, large and small chickpeas, corn, 
crambe, flaxseed, grain sorghum, lentils, mustard seed, oats, peanuts, dry peas, rapeseed, long 
grain rice, medium grain rice (which includes short grain and sweet rice), safflower seed, sesame, 
soybeans, sunflower seed and wheat. Upland cotton is no longer a covered commodity. For more 
details regarding these programs, go to www.fsa.usda.gov/arc-plc. 

For more information, producers are encouraged to visit their local FSA office. To find a local FSA 
office, visit http://offices.usda.gov. 
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Borrower Training 
Borrower training is available for all Farm Service Agency customers. This training is required for all 
direct loan applicants, unless the applicant has a waiver issued by the agency.   

Borrower training includes instruction in production and financial management. The purpose is to 
help the applicant develop and improve skills that are necessary to successfully operate a farm and 
build equity in the operation.  It aims to help the producer become financially successful. Borrower 
training is provided, for a fee, by agency approved vendors. Contact your local FSA Farm Loan 
Manager for a list of approved vendors.   

 

Loan Servicing 
There are options for Farm Service Agency loan customers during financial stress. If you are a 
borrower who is unable to make payments on a loan, contact your local FSA Farm Loan Manager to 
learn about the options available to you.  

 

FAMU Cooperative Extension Training Series for Limited 
Resource Farmers and Ranchers 
Thursday, March 29, 2018  
10:00 AM – 2:00 PM EDT  
TOPIC: Enterprise Budgeting 

The Farm Financial Management training program is designed to help participants improve their 
farm management skills.  

To register, log on to:   
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/famu-cooperative-extension-training-series-for-limited-resource-
farmers-and-ranchers-tickets-43930997797 

All training held at Brooksville Agricultural and Environmental Research Station (BAERS) in 
Brooksville, FL. 

 
USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination, 
write: USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 
Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer 
Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users). 
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