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Phone: (802) 658-2803 America’s farmers and ranchers will soon have the opportunity to
Fax: (855) 794-3676 strongly represent agriculture in their communities and industry by
taking part in the 2017 Census of Agriculture. Conducted every five
years by the U.S. Department of Agriculture’s (USDA) National
Agricultural Statistics Service (NASS), the census, to be mailed at
the end of this year, is a complete count of all U.S. farms, ranches,
and those who operate them.

www.fsa.usda.gov/vt

State Executive Director:
Paul Remillard (Acting)

State Committee:
Lisa Holderness

K. Michael Howrigan
Elizabeth Kennett
Brendan Whittaker

The Census of Agriculture highlights land use and ownership,
operator characteristics, production practices, income and
expenditures, and other topics. The 2012 Census of Agriculture
revealed that over three million farmers operated more than two
million farms, spanning over 914 million acres. This was a four

To find contact information for percent decrease in the number of U.S. farms from the previous
your local office go to census in 2007. However, agriculture sales, income, and expenses
www.fsa.usda.gov/vt. increased between 2007 and 2012. This telling information and
thousands of other agriculture statistics are a direct result of
responses to the Census of Agriculture.

Producers who are new to farming or did not receive a Census of
Agriculture in 2012 still have time to sign up to receive the 2017
Census of Agriculture report form by visiting
www.agcensus.usda.gov and clicking on the ‘Make Sure You Are
Counted’ button through June. NASS defines a farm as any place
from which $1,000 or more of agricultural products were produced
and sold, or normally would have been sold, during the census year
(2017).

Filing CCC-941 Adjusted Gross Income (AGI) Certifications

Many producers have experienced delays in receiving Agriculture Risk Coverage (ARC) and Price
Loss Coverage (PLC) payments, Loan Deficiency Payments (LDPs) and Market Gains on Marketing
Assistance Loans (MALs) because they have not filed form CCC-941, Adjusted Gross Income
Certification. LDPs will not be paid until all eligible producers, including landowners who share in the
crop, have filed a valid CCC-941.

Producers without a valid CCC-941 certifying their compliance with the average adjusted gross income
provisions will not receive payments that have been processed. All farm operator/tenants/owners who
have not filed a CCC-941 and have pending payments should IMMEDIATELY file the form with their
recording county FSA office. Farm operators and tenants are encouraged to ensure that their
landowners have filed the form. FSA has been issuing 2016 LDPs and Market Gains.

FSA can accept the CCC-941 for 2015, 2016 and 2017. Unlike the past, producers must have the
CCC-941 certifying their AGI compliance before any payments can be issued.

Update Your Records
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FSA is cleaning up our producer record database. If you have any unreported changes of address or
zip code or an incorrect name or business name on file they need to be reported to our office.
Changes in your farm operation, like the addition of a farm by lease or purchase, need to be reported
to our office as well. Producers participating in FSA and NRCS programs are required to timely report
changes in their farming operation to the County Committee in writing and update their CCC-902 Farm
Operating Plan.

If you have any updates or corrections, please call your local FSA office to update your records.

USDA Financial Assistance Available to Help Organic
Farmers Create Conservation Buffers

USDA is assisting organic farmers with the cost of establishing up to 20,000 acres of new
conservation buffers and other practices on and near farms that produce organic crops.

The financial assistance is available from the USDA Conservation Reserve Program (CRP), a
federally funded voluntary program that contracts with agricultural producers so that environmentally
sensitive land is not farmed or ranched, but instead used for conservation benefits. CRP participants
establish long-term, resource-conserving plant species, such as approved grasses or trees (known as
“covers”) to control soil erosion, improve water quality and develop wildlife habitat. In return, FSA
provides participants with rental payments and cost-share assistance. Contract duration is between 10
and 15 years.

For conservation buffers, funds are available for establishing shrubs and trees, or supporting
pollinating species, and can be planted in blocks or strips. Interested organic producers can offer
eligible land for enrollment in this initiative at any time.

Other USDA FSA programs that assist organic farmers include:

» The Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program that provides financial assistance for 55 to
100 percent of the average market price for organic crop losses between 50 to 65 percent of
expected production due to a natural disaster.

» Marketing assistance loans that provide interim financing to help producers meet cash flow
needs without having to sell crops during harvest when market prices are low, and deficiency
payments to producers who forgo the loan in return for a payment on the eligible commodity.

+ A variety of loans for operating expenses, ownership or guarantees with outside lenders,
including streamlined microloans that have a lower amount of paperwork.

+ Farm Storage Facility Loans for that provide low-interest financing to build or upgrade storage
facilities for organic commaodities, including cold storage, grain bins, bulk tanks and drying and
handling equipment.

+ Services such as mapping farm and field boundaries and reporting organic acreage that can be
provided to a farm’s organic certifier or crop insurance agent.

Visit www.fsa.usda.gov/organic to learn more about how FSA can help organic farmers. For an
interactive tour of CRP success stories, visit www.fsa.usda.gov/CRPis30 or follow #CRPis30 on
Twitter. To learn more about FSA programs visit a local FSA office or www.fsa.usda.gov. To find your
local FSA office, visit http://offices.usda.gov.
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Supervised Credit

Farm Service Agency (FSA) Farm Loan programs are considered supervised credit. Unlike loans from
a commercial lender, FSA loans are intended to be temporary in nature. Therefore, it is our goal to
help you graduate to commercial credit, and our farm loan staff is available to help borrowers through
training and credit counseling.

The FSA team will help borrowers identify their goals to ensure financial success. Through this
process, FSA staff will advise borrowers in developing strategies and a plan to meet your operation’s
goals and graduate to commercial credit. Ultimately, the borrower is responsible for the success of the
farming operation, but FSA’s staff will help in an advisory role to provide the tools necessary to help
you achieve your operational goals and manage your finances.

For more information on FSA farm loan programs, visit www.fsa.usda.gov.

Communication is Key in Lending

Farm Service Agency (FSA) is committed to providing our farm loan borrowers the tools necessary to
be a success. A part of ensuring this success is providing guidance and counsel from the loan
application process through the borrower’s graduation to commercial lending institutions. While it is
FSA’s commitment to advise borrowers as they identify goals and evaluate progress, it is crucial for
borrowers to communicate with their farm loan staff when changes occur. It is the borrower’s
responsibility to alert FSA to any of the following:

* Any proposed or significant changes in the farming operation;
» Any significant changes to family income or expenses;

» The development of problem situations;

* Any losses or proposed significant changes in security

In addition, if a farm loan borrower cannot make payments to suppliers, other creditors, or FSA on
time, contact your farm loan staff immediately to discuss loan servicing options.

For more information on FSA farm loan programs, visit www.fsa.usda.gov.

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination,
write: USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400
Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer
Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users).

SHARE

USDA Questions?

— = Contact Us

STAY CONNECTED:
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