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2016 PLC Payment Rates and ARC 
Actual Prices for Wheat, Barley and Oats
The Agricultural Act of 2014 provides for payments for covered 
commodities through the Price Loss Coverage (PLC) program when 
the market year average price is below the reference price. 
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Agricultural Risk Coverage (ARC) program payments are triggered 
when the actual revenue is below the guarantee established for the 
program.

The Marketing Year Average (MYA) price for wheat, barley and oats 
was announced June 29, resulting in a PLC payment rate of $1.61 
per bushel for 2016 wheat and $0.34 per bushel for 2016 oats. 
There is no PLC payment on 2016 barley.

For Agriculture Loss Coverage – County (ARC-CO), actual crop 
revenue is calculated by multiplying the actual average yield for your 
county times the higher of the MYA price or the national loan rate. 
For 2016, the following prices have been set – wheat at $3.89 per 
bushel; barley at $4.96 per bushel; and oats at $2.06 per bushel. 
2016 county yields will not be available until this fall.

Agriculture Loss Coverage–Individual Option (ARC-IC) will utilize 
the same prices as ARC-CO, however the actual crop revenue 
cannot be calculated until participating producers report all 
production for all covered commodities planted on the farm and all 
MYA prices for all covered commodities planted on the farm are 
known. Both of these items are necessary to calculate the ARC-IC 
actual revenue for the farm.

All 2016 ARC and PLC payments cannot be made until after Oct. 1, 
2017, or the announcement of the final 2016 MYA price for the 
applicable covered commodity.

For information on release dates for MYA prices, ARC-CO yields 
and projected and final PLC payment rates, visit 
www.fsa.usda.gov/arc-plc and click on the “ARC/PLC Program 
Data” link.

Reporting Organic Crops
Producers who want to use the Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) organic price 
and selected the "organic" option on their NAP application must report their crops as organic. 

When certifying organic acres, the buffer zone acreage must be included in the organic acreage.

Producers must also provide a current organic plan, organic certificate or documentation from a 
certifying agent indicating an organic plan is in effect. Documentation must include:

• name of certified individuals
• address
• telephone number
• effective date of certification
• certificate number
• list of commodities certified
• name and address of certifying agent
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• a map showing the specific location of each field of certified organic, including the buffer zone 
acreage

Certification exemptions are available for producers whose annual gross agricultural income from 
organic sales totals $5,000 or less. Although exempt growers are not required to provide a written 
certificate, they are still required to provide a map showing the specific location of each field of certified 
organic, transitional and buffer zone acreage.

For questions about reporting organic crops, contact your local FSA office. To find your local office, 
visit http://offices.usda.gov.

USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA) Online Hay and Grazing 
Acres Locator Tool
FSA's Hay Net website www.fsa.usda.gov/haynet  is the "go to" online resource for agricultural 
producers to list information concerning the need for hay and grazing acres or the availability of hay 
and grazing acres. 

If, due to extenuating circumstances, producers are in need of hay and/or grazing acres to support 
livestock, please use Hay Net to post an advertisement seeking these resources. Likewise, 
landowners who have hay and/or grazing acres available for livestock producers should post a Hay 
Net advertisement as well.

A few things to remember when using the Hay Net website:

• There is a one-time registration process that should be completed by all users who want to post 
an ad online. 

• Users who just want to browse ads DO NOT NEED to have an eAuthentication user id. 
• Hay and grazing acre ads will be automatically removed after a period of 13 months. 
• Please help your fellow farmer and rancher by keeping ads current and up to date and remove 

ads you no longer need or want advertised on Hay Net. Please, no corporate advertisements 
on this site.

Hay Net is brought to you by FSA as a public service. The sole purpose of this online resource is to 
provide a site for the exchange of information. FSA does not endorse, guarantee, or otherwise make 
representations of any kind regarding any user of this site and FSA is not responsible for defining the 
terms of grazing agreements or lease contracts. 

For more information about Hay Net and other FSA services and programs, please contact your local 
FSA office.  For local FSA Service Center contact information, please visit: offices.usda.gov.

Guaranteed Loan Program
FSA guaranteed loans allow lenders to provide agricultural credit to farmers who do not meet the 
lender's normal underwriting criteria. Farmers and ranchers apply for a guaranteed loan through a 
lender, and the lender arranges for the guarantee. FSA can guarantee up to 95 percent of the loss of 
principal and interest on a loan. Guaranteed loans can be used for both farm ownership and operating 
purposes.  
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Guaranteed farm ownership loans can be used to purchase farmland, construct or repair buildings, 
develop farmland to promote soil and water conservation or to refinance debt. 

Guaranteed operating loans can be used to purchase livestock, farm equipment, feed, seed, fuel, farm 
chemicals, insurance and other operating expenses. 

FSA can guarantee farm ownership and operating loans up to $1,399,000. Repayment terms vary 
depending on the type of loan, collateral and the producer's ability to repay the loan. Operating loans 
are normally repaid within seven years and farm ownership loans are not to exceed 40 years. 

Please contact your lender or local FSA farm loan office for more information on guaranteed loans. 

Loan Servicing
There are options for Farm Service Agency loan customers during financial stress. If you are a 
borrower who is unable to make payments on a loan, contact your local FSA Farm Loan Manager to 
learn about the options available to you.

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination, 
write: USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 
Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer 
Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users).
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