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USDA Climate Hub ‘Energy Generation and Efficiency’ 
Building Block
Through the Agricultural Act of 2014, USDA has several authorities that encourage the 
adoption of renewable energy and energy efficiency technologies.  The Energy Generation 
and Efficiency Building Block supports energy efficiency improvements in rural homes and on 
farm operations, for example, through EQIP’s National On-Farm Energy Initiative. This 
Building Block also provides opportunities to reduce Greenhouse Gas (GHG) emissions from 
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energy generation and use, for example, through the Rural Energy for America Program. To 
learn more about energy generation and efficiency opportunities from USDA click the 
following link: 
http://www.usda.gov/oce/climate_change/building_blocks/10_EnergyGenerationEfficiency.pdf

For more information about the USDA Climate Hubs click here: 
http://www.climatehubs.oce.usda.gov/.

Double-Cropping
Each year, state committees will review and approve or disapprove county committee 
recommended changes or additions to specific combinations of crops. 

Double-cropping is approved when the two specific crops have the capability to be planted 
and carried to maturity for the intended use, as reported by the producer, on the same 
acreage within a crop year under normal growing conditions. The specific combination of 
crops recommended by the county committee must be approved by the state committee. 

Double-cropping is approved in Vermont on a county-by-county basis. Contact your local 
FSA Office for a list of approved double-cropping combinations for your county.  

A crop following a cover crop terminated according to termination guidelines is approved 
double cropping and these combinations do not have to be approved by the state committee. 

Cover Crop Guidelines
Recently the Farm Service Agency (FSA), Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) and Risk Management 
Agency (RMA) worked together to develop consistent, simple and a flexible policy for cover crop practices. 

The termination and reporting guidelines were updated for cover crops. 

Termination:
The cover crop termination guidelines provide the timeline for terminating cover crops, are based on zones and 
apply to non-irrigated cropland. To view the zones and additional guidelines visit 
https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/main/national/landuse/crops/ and click “Cover Crop Termination 
Guidelines.”

Reporting:
The intended use of cover only will be used to report cover crops. This includes crops

that were terminated by tillage and reported with an intended use code of green manure. An FSA policy change will 
allow cover crops to be hayed and grazed. Program eligibility for the cover crop that is being hayed or grazed will 
be determined by each specific program.

If the crop reported as cover only is harvested for any use other than forage or grazing and is not terminated 
properly, then that crop will no longer be considered a cover crop. 

Crops reported with an intended use of cover only will not count toward the total cropland on the farm. In these 
situations a subsequent crop will be reported to account for all cropland on the farm.
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Cover crops include grasses, legumes, and forbs, for seasonal cover and other conservation purposes. Cover crops 
are primarily used for erosion control, soil health Improvement, and water quality improvement. The cover crop may 
be terminated by natural causes, such as frost, or intentionally terminated through chemical application, crimping, 
rolling, tillage or cutting. A cover crop managed and terminated according to NRCS Cover Crop Termination 
Guidelines is not considered a crop for crop insurance purposes.

Cover crops can be planted: with no subsequent crop planted, before a subsequent crop, after prevented planting 
acreage, after a planted crop, or into a standing crop.

USDA Announces Enrollment Period for Safety Net Coverage in 2017
Producers on farms with base acres under the safety net programs established by the 2014 Farm Bill, known as the 
Agriculture Risk Coverage (ARC) or Price Loss Coverage (PLC) programs, can begin visiting FSA county offices 
starting Nov. 1, 2016, to sign contracts and enroll for the 2017 crop year. The enrollment period will continue until 
Aug. 1, 2017.

Since shares and ownership of a farm can change year-to-year, producers on the farm must enroll by signing a 
contract each program year. 

If a farm is not enrolled during the 2017 enrollment period, the producers on that farm will not be eligible for financial 
assistance from the ARC or PLC programs for the 2017 crop should crop prices or farm revenues fall below the 
historical price or revenue benchmarks established by the program. Producers who made their elections in 2015 
must still enroll during the 2017 enrollment period.

The ARC and PLC programs were authorized by the 2014 Farm Bill and offer a safety net to agricultural producers 
when there is a substantial drop in prices or revenues for covered commodities. Covered commodities include 
barley, canola, large and small chickpeas, corn, crambe, flaxseed, grain sorghum, lentils, mustard seed, oats, 
peanuts, dry peas, rapeseed, long grain rice, medium grain rice (which includes short grain and sweet rice), 
safflower seed, sesame, soybeans, sunflower seed and wheat. Upland cotton is no longer a covered 
commodity. For more details regarding these programs, go to www.fsa.usda.gov/arc-plc.

For more information, producers are encouraged to visit their local FSA office. To find a local FSA office, visit 
http://offices.usda.gov.

Preauthorized Debit Available for Farm Loan Borrowers
USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA) has implemented pre-authorized debit (PAD) for Farm Loan Program (FLP) 
borrowers. PAD is a voluntary and alternative method for making weekly, bi-weekly, monthly, quarterly, semi-annual 
or annual payments on loans. 

PAD payments are pre authorized transactions that allow the National Financial and Accounting Operations Center 
(NFAOC) to electronically collect loan payments from a customer’s account at a financial institution. 

PAD may be useful for borrowers who use nonfarm income from regular wages or salary to make payments on 
loans or adjustment offers or for payments from seasonal produce stands. PAD can only be established for future 
payments.

To request PAD, customers, along with their financial institution, must fill out form RD 3550-28. This form has no 
expiration date, but a separate form RD 3550-28 must be completed for each loan to which payments are to be 
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applied. A fillable form can be accessed on the USDA Rural Development (RD) website at 
http://www.rd.usda.gov/publications/regulations-guidelines. Click forms and search for “Form 3550-28.” 

If you have a “filter” on the account at your financial institution, you will need to provide the financial institution with 
the following information: Origination ID: 1220040804, Agency Name: USDA RD DCFO.

PAD is offered by FSA at no cost. Check with your financial institution to discuss any potential cost. Preauthorized 
debit has no expiration date, but you can cancel at any time by submitting a written request to your local FSA office. 
If a preauthorized debit agreement receives three payment rejections within a three month period, the preauthorized 
debt agreement will be cancelled by FSA. The payment amount and due date of your loan is not affected by a 
cancellation of preauthorized debit. You are responsible to ensure your full payment is made by the due date.

For more information about PAD, contact your local FSA office. To find a local FSA office, visit 
http://offices.usda.gov

Guaranteed Conservation Loans 
Guaranteed Conservation Loans are available for applicants to install a conservation practice. These funds may be 
used for any conservation activities included in a conservation plan or Forest Stewardship Management plan. A 
copy of the conservation plan is required to complete the application. These loans are not limited to just family 
farmers. In some cases, applicants can operate non-eligible enterprises. Loan funds are issued by a participating 
commercial lender and guaranteed up to 80 percent by FSA or up to 90 percent for beginning and historically 
underserved producers. 

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination, write: USDA, 
Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 Independence Ave., SW, Washington, 
DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 
377-8642 (Relay voice users).
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