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356 Mountain View Drive
Suite 104
Colchester, VT 05446

Phone: (802) 658-2803 
Fax: (855) 794-3676

www.fsa.usda.gov/vt

State Executive Director:
Wendy Wilton

State Committee:
Sally Goodrich - Cabot
Jacques Couture - Westfield 
Heidi Dolloff - Springfield 
Joe Tisbert - Cambridge 

To find contact information for 
your local office go to 
www.fsa.usda.gov/vt.

U.S. Secretary of Agriculture Sonny Perdue announced today the 
appointment of Richard Fordyce to serve as Administrator of the 
U.S. Department of Agriculture’s (USDA) Farm Service Agency 
(FSA). In his role, Fordyce will provide leadership for FSA and its 
mission to support agricultural production across America through a 
network of over 2,100 county and 50 state offices.

Richard Fordyce, a fourth-generation farmer, most recently served 
as State Executive Director for FSA in Missouri. Prior to his 
appointment by the Trump Administration, Fordyce served as the 
director of the Missouri Department of Agriculture from 2013 to 
2017. In 2015, Fordyce was awarded the Missouri Farm Bureau 
Distinguished Service Award and the Agricultural Leaders of 
Tomorrow Alumnus of the Year. He and his wife, Renee, have two 
children and grow soybeans, corn and beef cattle on the family farm.

For more information about the Farm Service Agency, please visit 
www.fsa.usda.gov. 
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Farm Service Agency Makes Administrative Change to the 
Livestock Indemnity Program
Starting today, agricultural producers who have lost livestock to disease, resulting from a weather 
disaster, have an additional way to become eligible for the Livestock Indemnity Program. 

In the event of disease, this change by USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) authorizes local FSA 
county committees to accept veterinarian certifications that livestock deaths were directly related to 
adverse weather and unpreventable through good animal husbandry and management. The 
committees may then use this certification to allow eligibility for producers on a case-by-case basis for 
LIP.
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LIP provides benefits to agricultural producers for livestock deaths in excess of normal mortality 
caused by adverse weather, disease or by attacks by animals reintroduced into the wild by the federal 
government. Eligible weather events include earthquakes, hail, tornadoes, hurricanes, storms, blizzard 
and flooding. 

Producers interested in LIP or other USDA disaster assistance programs should contact their local 
USDA service center.

New Improvement to Streamline Crop Reporting
Update Lets Farmers and Ranchers Report Common Acreage Information Once

Farmers and ranchers filing crop acreage reports with the Farm Service Agency (FSA) and 
participating insurance providers approved by the Risk Management Agency (RMA) now can provide 
the common information from their acreage reports at one office and the information will be 
electronically shared with the other location.  

This new process is part of the USDA Acreage Crop Reporting Streamlining Initiative (ACRSI). This 
interagency collaboration also includes participating private crop insurance agents and insurance 
companies, all working to streamline the information collected from farmers and ranchers who 
participate in USDA programs.

Once filing at one location, data that’s important to both FSA and RMA will be securely and 
electronically shared with the other location avoiding redundant and duplicative reporting, as well as 
saving farmers and ranchers time.

USDA has been working to streamline the crop reporting process for agricultural producers, who have 
expressed concerns with providing the same basic common information for multiple locations.  In 
2013, USDA consolidated the deadlines to 15 dates for submitting these reports, down from the 
previous 54 dates at RMA and 17 dates for FSA. USDA representatives believe farmers and ranchers 
will experience a notable improvement in the coming weeks as they approach the peak season for 
crop reporting later this summer. 

More than 93 percent of all annual reported acres to FSA and RMA now are eligible for the common 
data reporting, and USDA is exploring adding more crops. Producers must still visit both locations to 
validate and sign acreage reports, complete maps or provide program-specific information. The 
common data from the first-filed acreage report will now be available to pre-populate and accelerate 
completion of the second report. Plans are underway at USDA to continue building upon the 
framework with additional efficiencies at a future date.  

Farmers and ranchers are also reminded that they can now access their FSA farm information from 
the convenience of their home computer. Producers can see field boundaries, images of the farm, 
conservation status, operator and owner information and much more. 

The new customer self-service portal, known as FSAFarm+, gives farmers and ranchers online access 
to securely view, print or export their personal farm data. To enroll in the online service, producers are 
encouraged to contact their local FSA office for details. To find a local FSA office in your area, visit 
http://offices.usda.gov.

Page 3 of 5Vermont FSA May 2018 Newsletter

5/25/2018https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/USFSA/bulletins/1ef169e?reqfrom=share



Maintaining the Quality of Farm-Stored Loan Grain
Bins are ideally designed to hold a level volume of grain. When bins are overfilled and grain is heaped 
up, airflow is hindered and the chance of spoilage increases.

Producers who take out marketing assistance loans and use the farm-stored grain as collateral should 
remember that they are responsible for maintaining the quality of the grain through the term of the 
loan. 

Unauthorized Disposition of Grain
If loan grain has been disposed of through feeding, selling or any other form of disposal without prior 
written authorization from the county office staff, it is considered unauthorized disposition. The 
financial penalties for unauthorized dispositions are severe and a producer’s name will be placed on a 
loan violation list for a two-year period.  Always call before you haul any grain under loan.

Preauthorized Debit Available for Farm Loan Borrowers
USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA) has implemented pre-authorized debit (PAD) for Farm Loan 
Program (FLP) borrowers. PAD is a voluntary and alternative method for making weekly, bi-weekly, 
monthly, quarterly, semi-annual or annual payments on loans. 

PAD payments are pre authorized transactions that allow the National Financial and Accounting 
Operations Center (NFAOC) to electronically collect loan payments from a customer’s account at a 
financial institution. 

PAD may be useful for borrowers who use nonfarm income from regular wages or salary to make 
payments on loans or adjustment offers or for payments from seasonal produce stands. PAD can only 
be established for future payments.

To request PAD, customers, along with their financial institution, must fill out form RD 3550-28. This 
form has no expiration date, but a separate form RD 3550-28 must be completed for each loan to 
which payments are to be applied. A fillable form can be accessed on the USDA Rural Development 
(RD) website at http://www.rd.usda.gov/publications/regulations-guidelines. Click forms and search for 
“Form 3550-28.” 

If you have a “filter” on the account at your financial institution, you will need to provide the financial 
institution with the following information: Origination ID: 1220040804, Agency Name: USDA RD 
DCFO.

PAD is offered by FSA at no cost. Check with your financial institution to discuss any potential cost. 
Preauthorized debit has no expiration date, but you can cancel at any time by submitting a written 
request to your local FSA office. If a preauthorized debit agreement receives three payment rejections 
within a three month period, the preauthorized debt agreement will be cancelled by FSA. The payment 
amount and due date of your loan is not affected by a cancellation of preauthorized debit. You are 
responsible to ensure your full payment is made by the due date.

For more information about PAD, contact your local FSA office. To find a local FSA office, visit 
http://offices.usda.gov
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Borrower Training
Borrower training is available for all Farm Service Agency customers. This training is required for all 
direct loan applicants, unless the applicant has a waiver issued by the agency.  

Borrower training includes instruction in production and financial management. The purpose is to help 
the applicant develop and improve skills that are necessary to successfully operate a farm and build 
equity in the operation.  It aims to help the producer become financially successful. Borrower training 
is provided, for a fee, by agency approved vendors. Contact your local FSA Farm Loan Manager for a 
list of approved vendors.  

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination, 
write: USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 
Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer 
Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users).

Questions? 
Contact Us
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