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PLC Payment Rates and ARC Actual
Prices for Wheat, Barley and Oats
Announced

The Agricultural Act of 2014 provides for payments for covered
commodities through the Price Loss Coverage (PLC) program
when the market year average price is below the reference price.
Agricultural Risk Coverage (ARC) program payments are triggered
when the actual revenue is below the guarantee established for the
program.

The 2016 Marketing Year Average (MYA) price for wheat, barley
and oats was announced June 29, 2017, resulting in a PLC
payment rate of $1.61 per bushel for 2016 wheat and $0.34 per
bushel for 2016 oats. There is no PLC payment on 2016 barley.
Any 2016 ARC and PLC payments will be made after Oct. 1, 2017.

For Agriculture Loss Coverage — County (ARC-CO), actual crop
revenue is calculated by multiplying the actual average yield for
your county times the higher of the MYA price or the national loan
rate. For 2016, the following prices have been set — wheat at $3.89
per bushel; barley at $4.96 per bushel; and oats at $2.06 per
bushel. 2016 county yields will not be available until this fall.

Agriculture Loss Coverage—Individual Option (ARC-IC) will utilize
the same prices as ARC-CO, however the actual crop revenue
cannot be calculated until participating producers report all
production for all covered commodities planted on the farm and all
MYA prices for all covered commodities planted on the farm are
known. Both of these items are necessary to calculate the ARC-IC
actual revenue for the farm.
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Any additional 2016 ARC and PLC payments will not be made until after Oct. 1, 2017, or the
announcement of the final 2016 MYA price for the applicable covered commaodity.

For information on release dates for MYA prices, ARC-CO yields and projected and final PLC
payment rates, visit www.fsa.usda.gov/arc-plc and click on the “ARC/PLC Program Data” link.

Safety Tips for Upcoming Historic Solar Eclipse

On Monday, August 21, 2017, a solar eclipse will be visible across all of North America. According
to NASA, a solar eclipse occurs when the moon blocks any part of the sun. The whole continent will
experience a partial eclipse lasting 2 to 3 hours. Halfway through the event, anyone within a roughly
70-mile-wide path from Oregon to South Carolina will experience a brief total eclipse, when the
moon completely blocks the sun’s bright face for up to 2 minutes 40 seconds, turning day into night.
In Missouri, the center of the eclipse’s path will travel across the state in a diagonal path from
Buchanan County to Perry County.

NASA's Total Eclipse website has eclipse maps and safety information. Below are some quick tips
to help you remain safe during this historic event.

e The only safe way to look directly at the uneclipsed or partially eclipsed sun is through
special-purpose solar filters, such as “eclipse glasses” or hand-held solar viewers.
Homemade filters or ordinary sunglasses, even very dark ones, are not safe for looking at
the sun.

o Ensure “eclipse glasses” or hand held viewers meet the ISO 12312-2 international standard
for such products.

e Do not look at the uneclipsed or partially eclipsed sun through an unfiltered camera,
telescope, binoculars, or other optical device. Similarly, do not look at the sun through a
camera, a telescope, binoculars, or any other optical device while using your eclipse
glasses or hand-held solar viewer.

e Experts suggests that one widely available filter for safe solar viewing is number 14 welder's
glass. It is imperative that the welding hood houses a #14 or darker filter. Do not view
through any welding glass if you do not know or cannot discern its shade number.

e Don't stop along interstates or roads and don't park on the shoulder. Exit the road and find
a safe place to stop and watch or photograph the eclipse. Never take photographs while
driving.

o Don't wear “eclipse glasses” while you're driving or boating.

CRP Maintenance Reminder

Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) participants are expected to control undesirable vegetation
and weeds that may pose a threat to existing cover throughout the life of the contract. Current CRP
participants who have grass practices, and are looking to reenroll their acreage, must be certain
their CRP acres are free of woody species (tree sprouts, blackberry briars, etc.) at the time the
reenrollment offer is made. After the offer is made, there will be no additional time allowed for
removal of the woody species. Producers who have contracts expiring September 30, 2018, and
who are interested in submitting an offer for reenrollment, should review field boundaries with their
local FSA office as soon as possible to allow adequate time for any necessary field work to be
completed.
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Emergency Assistance for Livestock, Honeybee, and Farm-
Raised Fish Program (ELAP)

The Emergency Assistance for Livestock, Honeybees and Farm-Raised Fish Program (ELAP)
provides emergency assistance to eligible livestock, honeybee, and farm-raised fish producers who
have losses due to disease, adverse weather or other conditions, such as blizzards and wildfires,
not covered by other agricultural disaster assistance programs.

Eligible livestock losses include grazing losses not covered under the Livestock Forage Disaster
Program (LFP), loss of purchased feed and/or mechanically harvested feed due to an eligible
adverse weather event, additional cost of transporting water because of an eligible drought and
additional cost associated with gathering livestock to treat for cattle tick fever.

Eligible honeybee losses include loss of purchased feed due to an eligible adverse weather event,
cost of additional feed purchased above normal quantities due to an eligible adverse weather
condition, colony losses in excess of normal mortality due to an eligible weather event or loss
condition, including CCD, and hive losses due to eligible adverse weather.

Eligible farm-raised fish losses include death losses in excess of normal mortality and/or loss of
purchased feed due to an eligible adverse weather event.

Producers who suffer eligible livestock, honeybee, or farm-raised fish losses from Oct. 1, 2016 to
Sept. 30, 2017 must file:

e A notice of loss the earlier of 30 calendar days of when the loss is apparent or by Nov. 1,
2017
e An application for payment by Nov. 1, 2017

The Farm Bill caps ELAP disaster funding at $20 million per federal fiscal year.

The following ELAP Fact Sheets (by topic) are available online:

e ELAP for Farm-Raised Fish Fact Sheet
e ELAP for Livestock Fact Sheet
e ELAP for Honeybees Fact Sheet

To view these and other FSA program fact sheets, visit the FSA fact sheet web page at
www.fsa.usda.gov/factsheets.

Guaranteed Loan Program

FSA guaranteed loans allow lenders to provide agricultural credit to farmers who do not meet the
lender's normal underwriting criteria. Farmers and ranchers apply for a guaranteed loan through a
lender, and the lender arranges for the guarantee from FSA. FSA can guarantee up to 95 percent of
the loss of principal and interest on a loan. Guaranteed loans can be used for both farm ownership
and operating purposes.

Guaranteed farm ownership loans can be used to purchase farmland, construct or repair buildings,
develop farmland to promote soil and water conservation or to refinance debt.
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Guaranteed operating loans can be used to purchase livestock, farm equipment, feed, seed, fuel,
farm chemicals, insurance and other operating expenses.

FSA can guarantee farm ownership and operating loans up to $1,399,000. Repayment terms vary
depending on the type of loan, collateral and the producer's ability to repay the loan. Operating
loans are normally repaid within seven years and farm ownership loans are not to exceed 40
years.

Please contact your lender or local FSA farm loan office for more information on guaranteed loans.

Payments to Deceased Producers

In order to claim a Farm Service Agency (FSA) payment on behalf of a deceased producer, all
program conditions for the payment must have been met before the applicable producer’s date of
death.

If a producer earned a FSA payment prior to becoming deceased, the following is the order of
precedence of the representatives of the producer:

administrator or executor of the estate

the surviving spouse

surviving sons and daughters, including adopted children

surviving father and mother

surviving brothers and sisters

heirs of the deceased person who would be entitled to payment according to the State law

In order for FSA to release the payment, the legal representative of the deceased producer must file
a form FSA-325, to claim the payment for themselves or an estate. The county office will verify and
determine that the application, contract, loan agreement, or other similar form requesting payment
issuance, was signed by the applicable deadline for such form, by the deceased or a person legally
authorized to act on their behalf at that time of application.

If the application, contract or loan agreement form was signed by someone other than the
participant who is deceased, FSA will determine whether the person submitting the form has the
legal authority to submit the form to compel FSA to pay the deceased participant.

Payments will be issued to the respective representative’s name using the deceased program
participant’s tax identification number. Payments made to representatives are subject to offset
regulations for debts owed by the deceased.

FSA is not responsible for advising persons in obtaining legal advice on how to obtain program
benefits that may be due to a participant who has died, disappeared or who has been declared
incompetent.



Interest Rates and Dates to Remember
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USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination,
write: USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400
Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer
Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users).
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