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Organic Producers and Handlers May Apply
for Certification Cost Share
Reimbursements; Expanded Eligibility for
Transition and State Certification Cost

Starting March 20, 2017, organic producers and handlers will be able to
visit over 2,100 USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA) offices to apply for
federal reimbursement to assist with the cost of receiving and
maintaining organic or transitional certification.

USDA reimburses organic producers up to 75 percent of the cost of
organic certification, but only about half of the nation’s organic
operations currently participate in the program. Starting March 20,
USDA will provide a uniform, streamlined process for organic producers
and handlers to apply for organic cost share assistance either by mail
or in person.

USDA is making changes to increase participation in the National
Organic Certification Cost Share Program (NOCCSP) and the
Agricultural Management Assistance Organic Certification Cost Share
Program, and at the same time provide more opportunities for organic
producers to access other USDA programs, such as disaster protection


https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/USFSA/bulletins/18db076

Chief, Farm Loan and loans for farms, facilities and marketing. Producers can also access

Program: information on nonfederal agricultural resources, and get referrals to

Steve Bazzell local experts, including organic agriculture, through USDA'’s Bridges to
Opportunity service at the local FSA office.

Upcoming County

Meetings: Eligible producers include any certified producers or handlers who have
paid organic or transitional certification fees to a USDA-accredited

Hawaii County Committee Certifying agent. Application fees, inspection costs, fees related to

April 14, 2017 at 8:30 am  €quivalency agreement/ arrangement requirements, travel/per diem for
inspectors, user fees, sales assessments and postage are all eligible

Honolulu County for a cost share reimbursement from USDA.

Committee . - :
March |17’ 2017 at 3:00 Once certified, producers and handlers are eligible to receive

reimbursement for up to 75 percent of certification costs each year up
to a maximum of $750 per certification scope—crops, livestock, wild
crops and handling. This announcement also adds transitional
certification and state organic program fees as additional scopes.

pm

Maui County Committee
March 16, 2017 at 8:30

am To learn more about organic certification cost share, please visit

www.fsa.usda.gov/organic or contact a local FSA office by visiting
http://offices.usda.gov.

Kauai County Committee
March 21, 2017 at 9:00
am

Guam County Committee
April 3, 2017 at 10:00 am

CNMI County Committee
April 12, 2017 at 10:00
am

Click here for a list of
County Offices, contact
numbers and addresses.

Maintaining Good Credit History

Farm Service Agency (FSA) Farm Loan programs require that applicants have a satisfactory credit
history. A credit report is requested for all FSA direct farm loan applicants. These reports are
reviewed to verify outstanding debts, if bills are paid timely and to determine the impact on cash
flow.

FSA does not determine creditworthiness based on an individual's credit score but does use the
information as a basis for determining a person's ability to handle credit in a responsible

manner. Each person's situation is judged on a case-by-case basis and the information found on a
customer’s credit report is strictly confidential. If you dispute the accuracy of the information on the
credit report, you will need to contact the issuing credit bureau to resolve any errors or inaccuracies.

FSA'’s farm loan staff will guide you through the process, which may require you to reapply for a
loan after improving or correcting your credit report.

For more information on FSA farm loan programs, visit www.fsa.usda.gov.

Farmers to Receive Documentation of USDA Services

Farm Service Agency (FSA) reminds agricultural producers that FSA provides a receipt to
customers who request or receive assistance or information on FSA programs.


https://origin2.www.fsa.usda.gov/Sites/USDA-FSA-Public/state-offices/Hawaii/resources/index?percmobilepreview=true
https://origin2.www.fsa.usda.gov/Sites/USDA-FSA-Public/state-offices/Hawaii/resources/index?percmobilepreview=true
https://origin2.www.fsa.usda.gov/Sites/USDA-FSA-Public/state-offices/Hawaii/resources/index?percmobilepreview=true
https://www.ams.usda.gov/services/organic-certification/certifying-agents
https://www.ams.usda.gov/services/organic-certification/certifying-agents
https://www.fsa.usda.gov/programs-and-services/outreach-and-education/help-for-organic-farming/index
https://offices.sc.egov.usda.gov/locator/app
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/

The 2014 Farm Bill requires a customer receipt to be issued for any agricultural program assistance
requested from FSA, the National Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) and Rural Development
(RD). Receipts include the date, summary of the visit and any agricultural information, program
and/or loan assistance provided to an individual or entity. Electronic receipts for acreage reports
began on August 1, 2016.

A service is any information, program or loan assistance provided whether through a visit, email, fax
or letter.

Update Your Records

FSA is cleaning up our producer record database. If you have any unreported changes of address
or zip code or an incorrect name or business name on file they need to be reported to our office.
Changes in your farm operation, like the addition of a farm by lease or purchase, need to be
reported to our office as well. Producers participating in FSA and NRCS programs are required to
timely report changes in their farming operation to the County Committee in writing and update their
CCC-902 Farm Operating Plan.

If you have any updates or corrections, please call your local FSA office to update your records.

Communication is Key in Lending

Farm Service Agency (FSA) is committed to providing our farm loan borrowers the tools necessary
to be a success. A part of ensuring this success is providing guidance and counsel from the loan
application process through the borrower’s graduation to commercial lending institutions. While it is
FSA’s commitment to advise borrowers as they identify goals and evaluate progress, it is crucial for
borrowers to communicate with their farm loan staff when changes occur. It is the borrower’s
responsibility to alert FSA to any of the following:

Any proposed or significant changes in the farming operation
Any significant changes to family income or expenses

The development of problem situations

- Any losses or proposed significant changes in security

In addition, if a farm loan borrower cannot make payments to suppliers, other creditors, or FSA on
time, contact your farm loan staff immediately to discuss loan servicing options.

For more information on FSA farm loan programs, visit www.fsa.usda.gov.

March 2017 Interest Rates

Farm Operating Loans 3.00 %

Farm Operating Microloans 3.00 %

Farm Ownership Loans 4.00 %

Farm Ownership Microloans 4.00 %

Farm Ownership Loans Direct Down Payment for Beginning Farmer or Rancher 1.50 %
Emergency Loans 4.00 %

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination,
write: USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400
Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer
Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users).


http://www.fsa.usda.gov/
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http://www.fsa.usda.gov/FSA/webapp?area=contact&subject=landing&topic=landing
https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/USFSA/subscriber/new?preferences=true
https://subscriberhelp.govdelivery.com/
https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/USFSA/bulletins/18db076?reqfrom=share
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/
http://twitter.com/usdafsa
https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/USFSA/subscriber/new
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/FSA/webapp?area=newsroom&subject=landing&topic=wid
http://askfsa.custhelp.com/
http://fsa.blogs.govdelivery.com/
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/FSA/rss?area=newsroom&subject=landing&topic=rss
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