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Sonny Perdue Sworn in as 31st U.S. 
Secretary of Agriculture 
Sonny Perdue was sworn in as the 31st U.S. Secretary of Agriculture 
by fellow Georgian and Associate Justice of the U.S. Supreme Court 
Clarence Thomas in a brief ceremony on April 25 at the Supreme 
Court building. 

Perdue grew up on a dairy and diversified row crop farm in Bonaire, 
Georgia. Being uniquely qualified as a former farmer, 
agribusinessman, veterinarian, state legislator and governor of 
Georgia, he has experienced the agriculture industry from every 
possible perspective throughout his life. 

As secretary, Perdue says he will champion the concerns of farmers, 
ranchers, foresters and producers, and will work tirelessly to solve the 
issues facing our farm families.  

Perdue’s policies as U.S. Secretary of Agriculture will be guided by 
four principles which will inform his decisions. First, he will maximize 
the ability of the men and women of America’s agriculture and 
agribusiness sector to create jobs, to produce and sell the foods and 
fiber that feed and clothe the world, and to reap the earned reward of 

https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/USFSA/bulletins/19b3c5e
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Upcoming County 
Meetings: 

Hawaii County Committee 
July 14, 2017 at 8:30 am 

Honolulu County 
Committee 
May 19, 2017 at 3:00 pm 

Maui County Committee 
May 18, 2017 at 8:30 am 

Kauai County Committee 
June 20, 2017 at 9:00 am 

Guam County Committee 
July 5, 2017 at 10:00 am 

CNMI County Committee 
July 12, 2017 at 10:00 am 

Click here for a list of 
County Offices, contact 
numbers and addresses.   

their labor. Second, he will prioritize customer service every day for 
American taxpayers and consumers. Third, as Americans expect a 
safe and secure food supply, USDA will continue to serve in the 
critical role of ensuring the food we put on the table to feed our 
families meets the strict safety standards we’ve established. And 
fourth, Perdue will always remember that America’s agricultural 
bounty comes directly from the land.  

For more information about Secretary Perdue, visit www.usda.gov.   

 

 
USDA Provides Funds to Geographically Disadvantaged 
Agricultural Producers 
Program helps offset transportation costs for farmers and ranchers outside the contiguous U.S. 

USDA will issue payments to agricultural producers enrolled in the Reimbursement Transportation 
Cost Payment Program (RTCP) for fiscal year 2016. USDA will provide $1.9 million nationally to 
help offset transportation costs for geographically disadvantaged producers. 

The 2014 Farm Bill reauthorized the program, which allows farmers and ranchers in Alaska, Hawaii 
and insular areas including the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, Guam, American Samoa, 
Commonwealth of Northern Mariana Islands, Federated States of Micronesia, Republic of the 
Marshall Islands, Republic of Palau and the Virgin Islands of the United States to recover 
transportation costs. 

Payments are calculated based on the costs incurred for transportation of the agricultural 
commodity or inputs, subject to an $8,000 limit per producer per federal fiscal year. The total FY 
2016 claims exceeded available funding so payments to recipients will be reduced by a national 
payment factor of 0.7016257 percent. FSA began making payments April 21, 2017. 

For more information on RTCP, farmers and ranchers in the eligible areas can visit their FSA county 
office or the FSA website at www.fsa.usda.gov/pricesupport. To find your local FSA county 
office, visit http://offices.usda.gov. 
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Organic Certification Cost Share Program 
The Organic Certification Cost Share Program (OCCSP) provides cost share assistance to 
producers and handlers of agricultural products who are obtaining or renewing their certification 
under the National Organic Program (NOP). Certified operations may receive up to 75 percent of 
their certification costs paid from Oct. 1, 2016, through Sept. 30, 2017, not to exceed $750 per 
certification scope. 

Eligible costs include application fees, inspection costs, fees related to equivalency 
agreement/arrangement requirements, travel/per diem for inspectors, user fees, sales assessments 
and postage. 

Ineligible costs include equipment, materials, supplies, transitional certification fees, late fees and 
inspections necessary to address National Organic Program regulatory violations. 

Producers and handlers may submit OCCSP applications to FSA county offices or they may apply 
through participating State Agencies, which will be listed at https://www.fsa.usda.gov/programs-and-
services/occsp/index as their agreements to administer the program are finalized. 

The FSA OCCSP application form is available at USDA's eForms site, by selecting "Browse forms" 
and entering "OCCSP" in the "title or keywords" field on the search page. 

To learn more about organic certification cost share, visit www.fsa.usda.gov/organic or contact a 
local FSA office by visiting http://offices.usda.gov. 

 
Breaking New Ground 
Agricultural producers are reminded to consult with FSA and NRCS before breaking out new ground 
for production purposes as doing so without prior authorization may put a producer’s federal farm 
program benefits in jeopardy. This is especially true for land that must meet Highly Erodible Land 
(HEL) and Wetland Conservation (WC) provisions. 

Producers with HEL determined soils are required to apply tillage, crop residue and rotational 
requirements as specified in their conservation plan.  

Producers should notify FSA as a first point of contact prior to conducting land clearing or drainage 
type projects to ensure the proposed actions meet compliance criteria such as clearing any trees to 
create new cropland, then these areas will need to be reviewed to ensure such work will not risk 
your eligibility for benefits. 

Landowners and operators complete the form AD-1026 - Highly Erodible Land Conservation 
(HELC) and Wetland Conservation (WC) Certification to identify the proposed action and allow FSA 
to determine whether a referral to Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) for further 
review is necessary. 

 
Emergency Disaster Declarations and Designations 
Farmers and ranchers know all too well that natural disasters can be a common, and likely a costly, 
variable to their operation. The Farm Service Agency (FSA) has emergency assistance programs to 
provide assistance when disasters strike, and for some of those programs, a disaster designation 
may be the eligibility trigger. When natural disaster occurs, there is a process for requesting a 
USDA Secretarial disaster designation for a county. Agricultural producers can play a vital role in 
this process. 

If you have experienced a production loss as a result of a natural disaster you may submit a request 
to your local FSA county office for your county to be evaluated for a Secretarial disaster 
designation. Once a request is received, the county office will collect disaster data and create a 
Loss Assessment Report. The County Emergency Board will review the Loss Assessment Report 

https://www.fsa.usda.gov/programs-and-services/occsp/index
https://www.fsa.usda.gov/programs-and-services/occsp/index
https://forms.sc.egov.usda.gov/eForms/welcomeAction.do?Home
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/organic
https://offices.sc.egov.usda.gov/locator/app


and determine if a recommendation is sent forward to the U.S. Secretary of Agriculture for the 
designation. 

For more information on FSA disaster programs and disaster designations, visit 
www.fsa.usda.gov/disaster. 

 
Filing a Notice of Loss 
The CCC-576, Notice of Loss, is used to report failed acreage and prevented planting and may be 
completed by any producer with an interest in the crop. Timely filing a Notice of Loss is required for 
all crops including grasses. For losses on crops covered by the Non-Insured Crop Disaster 
Assistance Program (NAP), you must file a CCC-576, Notice of Loss, in the FSA County Office 
within 15 days of the occurrence of the disaster or when losses become apparent or 15 calendar 
days after the normal harvest date. 

Producers of hand-harvested crops must notify FSA of damage or loss through the administrative 
County Office within 72 hours of the date of damage or loss first becomes apparent. This notification 
can be provided by filing a CCC-576, email, fax or phone. Producers who notify the County Office 
by any method other than by filing the CCC-576 are still required to file a CCC-576, Notice of Loss, 
within the required 15 calendar days. 

If filing for prevented planting, an acreage report and CCC-576 must be filed within 15 calendar 
days of the final planting date for the crop.   

 
May 2017 Interest Rates 
Farm Operating Loans 3.00 % 
Farm Operating Microloans 3.00 % 
Farm Ownership Loans  4.00 % 
Farm Ownership Microloans 4.00 % 
Farm Ownership Loans Direct Down Payment for Beginning Farmer or Rancher 1.50 % 
Emergency Loans 4.00 % 

 
USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination, 
write: USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 
Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer 
Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users). 
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