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Starting today, agricultural producers who have lost livestock to
disease, resulting from a weather disaster, have an additional way
to become eligible for the Livestock Indemnity Program.

In the event of disease, this change by USDA’s Farm Service
Agency (FSA) authorizes local FSA county committees to accept
veterinarian certifications that livestock deaths were directly related
to adverse weather and unpreventable through good animal
husbandry and management. The committees may then use this
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certification to allow eligibility for producers on a case-by-case
basis for LIP.

LIP provides benefits to agricultural producers for livestock deaths
in excess of normal mortality caused by adverse weather, disease
or by attacks by animals reintroduced into the wild by the federal
government. Eligible weather events include earthquakes, hail,
tornadoes, hurricanes, storms, blizzard and flooding.

Producers interested in LIP or other USDA disaster assistance
programs should contact their local USDA service center.

Three Counties Eligible for Emergency
Loans Following Presidential Disaster
Declaration

Kauai County and Honolulu County were declared a disaster due to
severe storms, flooding, landslides and mudslides. Under this
designation, producers with operations in any primary or contiguous
county are eligible to apply for low interest emergency loans.

Hawaii County was declared a disaster due to the Kilauea volcanic
eruption and earthquakes.

Emergency loans help producers recover from production and
physical losses due to drought, flooding and other natural disasters
or quarantine.

Producers have eight months from the date of the declaration to
apply for emergency loan assistance. FSA will consider each loan
application on its own merits, taking into account the extent of
losses, security available and repayment ability. Producers can
borrow up to 100 percent of actual production or physical losses, to
a maximum amount of $500,000.

For more information about emergency loans, please contact your
local FSA office or visit www.fsa.usda.gov.

Kauai County Producers May be Eligible for Emergency
Conservation Program Assistance
A severe storm has caused severe damage in the North, East and Central areas of Kauai County.

Farms and ranches suffering severe damage may be eligible for assistance under the Emergency
Conservation Program (ECP) administered by the Kauai County Farm Service Agency (FSA)

For land to be eligible, the natural disaster must create new conservation problems that, if

untreated, would:
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- be so costly to rehabilitate that Federal assistance is or will be needed to return the land to
productive agricultural use

- is unusual and is not the type that would recur frequently in the same area

- affect the productive capacity of the farmland

- impair or endanger the land

A producer qualifying for ECP assistance may receive cost-share levels not to exceed 75 percent of
the eligible cost of restoration measures. No producer is eligible for more than $200,000 cost
sharing per natural disaster occurrence. The following types of measures may be eligible:

- removing debris from farmland

- grading, shaping, or releveling severely damaged farmland

- restoring permanent fences

- restoring conservation structures and other similar installations

Producers who have suffered a loss from a natural disaster may contact the local FSA
County Office and request assistance from May 1, 2018 to June 15, 2018.

To be eligible for assistance, practices must not be started until all of the following are met:

- an application for cost-share assistance has been filed

- the local FSA County Committee (COC) or its representative has conducted an onsite inspection
of the damaged area

- the Agency responsible for technical assistance, such as the Natural Resource Conservation
Service (NRCS), has made a needs determination, which may include cubic yards of earthmoving,
etc., required for rehabilitation

For more information about ECP, please contact the Kauai County FSA Office at (808) 245-9014
ext 2 or visit www.fsa.usda.gov.

Filing a Notice of Loss

The CCC-576, Notice of Loss, is used to report failed acreage and may be completed by any
producer with an interest in the crop. Timely filing a Notice of Loss is required for all crops including
grasses. For losses on crops covered by the Non-Insured Crop Disaster Assistance Program
(NAP), you must file a CCC-576, Notice of Loss, in the FSA County Office within 15 days of the
occurrence of the disaster or when losses become apparent or 15 calendar days after the normal
harvest date.

Producers of hand-harvested crops must notify FSA of damage or loss through the administrative
County Office within 72 hours of the date of damage or loss first becomes apparent. This notification
can be provided by filing a CCC-576, email, fax or phone. Producers who notify the County Office
by any method other than by filing the CCC-576 are still required to file a CCC-576, Notice of Loss,
within the required 15 calendar days.

Environmental Review Required Before Project
Implementation

The National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) requires Federal agencies to consider all potential
environmental impacts for federally-funded projects before the project is approved.

For all Farm Service Agency (FSA) programs, an environmental review must be completed before
actions are approved, such as site preparation or ground disturbance. These programs include, but
are not limited to, the Emergency Conservation Program (ECP), Farm Storage Facility Loan
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(FSFL) program and farm loans. If project implementation begins before FSA has completed an
environmental review, this will result in a denial of the request. There are exceptions regarding the
Stafford Act and emergencies. It is important to wait until you receive written approval of your
project proposal before starting any actions, including, but not limited to, vegetation clearing, site
preparation or ground disturbance.

Remember to contact your local FSA office early in your planning process to determine what level of
environmental review is required for your program application so that it can be completed timely.

Applications cannot be approved contingent upon the completion of an environmental review. FSA
must have copies of all permits and plans before an application can be approved.

Update Your Records

FSA is cleaning up our producer record database. If you have any unreported changes of address,
zip code, phone number, email address or an incorrect name or business name on file they need to
be reported to our office. Changes in your farm operation, like the addition of a farm by lease or
purchase, need to be reported to our office as well. Producers participating in FSA and NRCS
programs are required to timely report changes in their farming operation to the County Committee
in writing and update their CCC-902 Farm Operating Plan.

If you have any updates or corrections, please call your local FSA office to update your records.

Weather the Storm: FEMA Mobile App Provides Weather
Alerts and Safety Tips

USDA offers programs to help producers recover from disasters; FEMA can help you prepare
ahead of time.

The Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) recently launched a free mobile app that will
instruct the public on what to do before, during and after emergencies. The app is available for
download for Apple, Android and Blackberry mobile devices.

Download the app to:

- Receive alerts from the National Weather Service for up to five locations

- Get safety reminders, read tips to survive natural disasters and customize your emergency
checklist

- Locate open shelters and where to talk to FEMA in person (or on the phone)

- Upload and share your disaster photos to help first responders.

For more information about the FEMA app, visit fema.gov/mobile-app. To download the FEMA app
from the Apple Store visit https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/fema/id474807486?mt=8. To download
the FEMA app on Google Play for Android visit:
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=gov.fema.mobile.android&hl=en

May 2018 Interest Rates

Farm Operating Loans 3.625%
Farm Operating Microloans 3.625%
Farm Ownership Loans 4.125%
Farm Ownership Microloans 4.125%
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Farm Ownership Loans Direct Down Payment for Beginning Farmer or Rancher 1.500%
Emergency Loans 3.750%

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination,
write: USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400
Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer
Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users).
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