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As we recently celebrated Independence Day, it's a
good time to reflect on the many freedoms we have,
and how fortunate we are to be Americans.
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Fax: 855-813-6644 We continue to keep an eye on the sky as some areas

have recently been overcome with hail and strong
winds, while many are also fortunate enough to enjoy
seeing the crops grow tall, the green and lush pastures
thrive, and an abundance of hay being baled, in which
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2018 Acreage Reporting

Acreage Reports:

is very welcoming after the drought conditions we
experienced last year.

A few important items/upcoming deadlines
include:

e FSA asks producers to report damage caused
by severe weather to your local FSA
office. Damaging weather such as hail, wind,
flooding are examples of adverse weather
events to be reported. This information is
passed on to State and Federal
Agencies to provide documentation for
implementing Disaster Programs. Also,
livestock losses due to adverse weather should
be reported within 30 days of the livestock
deaths.

e We are in the final stretch of 2018 Crop Year
Spring Planted Crops acreage reporting with
the deadline to file: July 16th, 2018.

o Please see below, information about upcoming
important Aug. 1st deadlines with Agriculture
Risk Coverage (ARC) and Price Loss Coverage
(PLC) programs. August 1st is also
the deadline to provide information regarding
any changes to your farm ownership or
operational structure (reconstitutions).

Thank you for all you do in playing the important role of
making sure healthy and safe food options are
accessible to families across America- not just during
our summer barbeque celebrations- but every single
day!

Until next month,
- Brad Thykeson

In order to maintain program eligibility and benefits, producers must timely file acreage reports.
Failure to file an acreage report by the crop acreage reporting deadline may result in ineligibility for
future program benefits. FSA will not accept acreage reports provided more than a year after the

acreage reporting deadline.

Producers are Encouraged to Report Prevented Planting and Failed Acres:
USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA) reminds producers to report prevented planting and failed acres
in order to establish or retain FSA program eligibility for some programs.

Producers should report crop acreage they intended to plant, but due to natural disaster, were
prevented from planting. Prevented planting acreage must be reported on form CCC-576, Notice of
Loss, no later than 15 calendar days after the final planting date as established by FSA and Risk

Management Agency (RMA).

Contact your local FSA office for a list of final planting dates by crop.
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If a producer is unable to report the prevented planting acreage within the 15 calendar days
following the final planting date, a late-filed report can be submitted. Late-filed reports will only be
accepted if FSA conducts a farm visit to assess the eligible disaster condition that prevented the
crop from being planted. A measurement service fee will be charged.

Additionally, producers with failed acres should also use form CCC-576, Notice of Loss, to report
failed acres.

Producers of hand-harvested crops must notify FSA of damage or loss through the administrative
County Office within 72 hours of the date of damage or loss first becomes apparent. This notification
can be provided by filing a CCC-576, email, fax or phone. Producers who notify the County Office
by any method other than by filing the CCC-576 are still required to file a CCC-576, Notice of Loss,
within the required 15 calendar days.

For losses on crops covered by the Non-Insured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP),
producers must file a Notice of Loss within 15 days of the occurrence of the disaster or when losses
become apparent. Producers must timely file a Notice of Loss for failed acres on all crops including
grasses.

Permitted Revision of Intended use After Acreage Reporting Date:

New operators or owners who pick up a farm after the acreage reporting deadline has passed and
the crop has already been reported on the farm, have 30 days to change the intended use.
Producer share interest changes alone will not allow for revisions to intended use after the acreage
reporting date. The revision must be performed by either the acreage reporting date or within 30
calendar days from the date when the new operator or owner acquired the lease on land, control of
the land or ownership and new producer crop share interest in the previously reported crop
acreage. Under this policy, appropriate documentation must be provided to the County Committee’s
satisfaction to determine that a legitimate operator or ownership and producer crop share interest
change occurred to permit the revision.
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Report Non-Insured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP)
Losses

The Non-Insured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) provides financial assistance to
producers of non-insurable crops when low yields, loss of inventory, or prevented planting occur
due to natural disasters (includes native grass for grazing).

Eligible producers must have purchased NAP coverage for 2018 crops. A notice of loss must be
filed on form CCC-576, Notice of Loss, the earlier of 15 days of the occurrence of the disaster or
when losses become apparent or 15 days of the final harvest date. Prevented planting acreage
must be reported no later than 15 calendar days after the final planting date as established by
FSA. Contact your local FSA office for a list of final planting dates by crop.

Producers of hand-harvested crops must notify FSA of damage or loss through the administrative
County Office within 72 hours of the date of damage or loss first becomes apparent. This notification
can be provided by filing a CCC-576, email, fax or phone. Producers who notify the County Office
by any method other than by filing the CCC-576 are still required to file a CCC-576, Notice of Loss,
within the required 15 calendar days.

Eligible crops must be commercially produced agricultural commaodities for which crop insurance is
not available, including perennial grass forage and grazing crops, fruits, vegetables, mushrooms,
floriculture, ornamental nursery, aquaculture, turf grass, ginseng, honey, syrup, bioenergy, and
industrial crops.

For more information on NAP, contact your local FSA office or visit www.fsa.usda.gov/nap.



http://www.fsa.usda.gov/nap
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Nominations Open for the 2018 County Committee Elections

All farmers, ranchers and FSA program participants are encouraged to take part in the county
committee nomination and election process. FSA’s county committees are a critical component of
the day-to-day operations of FSA and allow grassroots input and local administration of federal farm
programs.

Committees are locally elected agricultural producers responsible for the fair and equitable
administration of FSA farm programs in their counties. Committee members are accountable to the
Secretary of Agriculture.

Each member serves a three-year term. An appointed advisor can represent the local interests of
underserved farmers and ranchers who are women, minority farmers, land owners and/or operators
who have limited resources. Other minority groups including Native American and Alaska Natives;
persons under the poverty level, and persons that have disabilities are also considered
underserved.

Nominate yourself or others for County Committee by August 1. See:
https://www.fsa.usda.gov/news-room/county-committee-elections/index; or contact your county
office.
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2017 ARC-IC — Farm Benchmark and Actual Yield Certification

Producers, who have a 2017 ARC-IC program contract on one or more FSA farms, must complete
the certification of ARC-IC yields for each ARC-IC farm and each covered commodity planted in
2017 by not later than July 16, 2018.

Production evidence that can be used to support the certified yields can be from the following
sources:

Crop Insurance loss records

Sales records (buyer specific)

Crop Insurance APH data base records
Farm stored production records, appraisals

For more information, producers are encouraged to visit their local FSA office. To find a local FSA
office, visit http://offices.usda.gov.
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Farm Reconstitutions

When changes in farm ownership or operation take place, a farm reconstitution is necessary. The
reconstitution — or recon — is the process of combining or dividing farms or tracts of land based on
the farming operation.

To be effective for the current Fiscal Year (FY), farm combinations and farm divisions must be

requested by August 1 of the FY for farms subject to the Agriculture Risk Coverage (ARC) and
Price Loss Coverage (PLC) program. A reconstitution is considered to be requested when all:

o of the required signatures are on FSA-155
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e other applicable documentation, such as proof of ownership, is submitted.

Total Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) and non-ARC/PLC farms may be reconstituted at any
time.

The following are the different methods used when doing a farm recon:

Estate Method — the division of bases, allotments and quotas for a parent farm among heirs in
settling an estate;

Designation of Landowner Method — may be used when (1) part of a farm is sold or ownership is
transferred; (2) an entire farm is sold to two or more persons; (3) farm ownership is transferred to
two or more persons; (4) part of a tract is sold or ownership is transferred; (5) a tract is sold to two
or more persons; or (6) tract ownership is transferred to two or more persons. In order to use this
method the land sold must have been owned for at least three years, or a waiver granted, and the
buyer and seller must sign a Memorandum of Understanding;

DCP Cropland Method — the division of bases in the same proportion that the DCP cropland for
each resulting tract relates to the DCP cropland on the parent tract;

Default Method — the division of bases for a parent farm with each tract maintaining the bases
attributed to the tract level when the reconstitution is initiated in the system.
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USDA Enrollment Period for Safety Net Coverage in 2018

Farmers and ranchers with base acres in the Agriculture Risk Coverage (ARC) or Price Loss
Coverage (PLC) safety net program may enroll for the 2018 crop year. The enrollment period will
end on Aug. 1, 2018.

Since shares and ownership of a farm can change year-to-year, producers must enroll by
signing a contract each program year.

The producers on a farm that are not enrolled for the 2018 enrollment period will not be eligible for
financial assistance from the ARC or PLC programs for the 2018 crop should crop prices or farm
revenues fall below the historical price or revenue benchmarks established by the program.
Producers who made their elections in previous years must still enroll during the 2018 enroliment
period.

The ARC and PLC programs were authorized by the 2014 Farm Bill and offer a safety net to
agricultural producers when there is a substantial drop in prices or revenues for covered
commodities. Covered commodities include barley, canola, large and small chickpeas, corn,
crambe, flaxseed, grain sorghum, lentils, mustard seed, oats, peanuts, dry peas, rapeseed, long
grain rice, medium grain rice (which includes short grain and sweet rice), safflower seed, sesame,
soybeans, sunflower seed and wheat. Upland cotton is no longer a covered commodity. For more
details regarding these programs, go to www.fsa.usda.gov/arc-plc.

For more information, producers are encouraged to visit their local FSA office. To find a local FSA
office, visit http://offices.usda.gov.
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USDA Reopens Application Period for Producers Recovering
from Cattle Loss, Other Disasters
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Signup Begins June 4 for Livestock Indemnity Program and Emergency Assistance for Livestock,
Honey Bees, and Farm-raised Fish

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) will begin accepting disaster assistance program
applications on June 4 from agricultural producers who suffered livestock, honeybees, farm-raised
fish and other losses due to natural disasters.

USDA's Farm Service Agency (FSA) is reopening the application period for two disaster assistance
programs in response to statutory changes made by Congress earlier this year.

Beginning June 4, FSA will accept new applications for losses for calendar year 2017 or 2018 filed
under the Livestock Indemnity Program (LIP) or Emergency Assistance for Livestock, Honey Bees,
and Farm-raised Fish Program (ELAP). Producers who already submitted applications and received
decisions on their applications for these years do not need to file again, but they can reapply if they
have additional losses or their application was disapproved because it was filed late.

In February, Congress passed the Bipartisan Budget Act of 2018, which made several changes to
these two disaster programs, including:

e Removing ELAP’s $20 million fiscal year funding cap, enabling FSA to pay producers’ 2017
applications in full and their 2018 applications as soon as they are approved.

e Removing the per-person and legal entity annual program payment limitation of $125,000
for LIP for 2017 and future years. (The income limitation applies as it did before, meaning
producers with an adjusted gross income of more than $900,000 are not eligible.)

e Changing LIP to allow producers to receive a payment for injured livestock that are sold for
a reduced price due to an eligible event. Previously, the program only covered financial loss
for livestock death above normal mortality.

Producers interested in LIP or ELAP should contact their local USDA service center. To apply,
producers will need to provide verifiable and reliable production records and other information about
their operation.

Drought, wildfires and other disasters continue to impact farmers and ranchers, and LIP and ELAP
are two of many programs available through USDA to help producers recover. Learn more at
https://www.usda.gov/disaster.
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Payments to Deceased Producers

In order to claim a Farm Service Agency (FSA) payment on behalf of a deceased producer, all
program conditions for the payment must have been met before the applicable producer’s date of
death.

If a producer earned a FSA payment prior to becoming deceased, the following is the order of
precedence of the representatives of the producer:

administrator or executor of the estate

the surviving spouse

surviving sons and daughters, including adopted children

surviving father and mother

surviving brothers and sisters

heirs of the deceased person who would be entitled to payment according to the State law

In order for FSA to release the payment, the legal representative of the deceased producer must file
a form FSA-325, to claim the payment for themselves or an estate. The county office will verify and
determine that the application, contract, loan agreement, or other similar form requesting payment
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issuance, was signed by the applicable deadline for such form, by the deceased or a person legally
authorized to act on their behalf at that time of application.

If the application, contract or loan agreement form was signed by someone other than the
participant who is deceased, FSA will determine whether the person submitting the form has the
legal authority to submit the form to compel FSA to pay the deceased participant.

Payments will be issued to the respective representative’s name using the deceased program
participant’s tax identification number. Payments made to representatives are subject to offset
regulations for debts owed by the deceased.

FSA is not responsible for advising persons in obtaining legal advice on how to obtain program
benefits that may be due to a participant who has died, disappeared or who has been declared
incompetent.
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USDA Resumes Continuous Conservation Reserve Program
Enrollment

One-Year Extension Available to Holders of Many Expiring Contracts through Continuous Signup

As part of a 33-year effort to protect sensitive lands and improve water quality and wildlife habitat on
private lands, the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) will resume accepting applications for the
voluntary Conservation Reserve Program (CRP). Eligible farmers, ranchers, and private landowners
can sign up at their local Farm Service Agency (FSA) office between June 4 and Aug. 17, 2018.

FSA stopped accepting applications last fall for the CRP continuous signup (excluding applications
for the Conservation Reserve Enhancement Program (CREP) and CRP grasslands). This pause
allowed USDA to review available acres and avoid exceeding the 24 million-acre CRP cap set by
the 2014 Farm Bill. New limited practice availability and short sign up period helps ensure that
landowners with the most sensitive acreage will enroll in the program and avoid unintended
competition with new and beginning farmers seeking leases. CRP enroliment currently is about 22.7
million acres.

2018 Signup for CRP
For this year’s signup, limited priority practices are available for continuous enrollment. They include
grassed waterways, filter strips, riparian buffers, wetland restoration and others. View a full list of

practices.

FSA will use updated soil rental rates to make annual rental payments, reflecting current values. It
will not offer incentive payments as part of the new signup.

USDA will not open a general signup this year, however, a one-year extension will be offered to
existing CRP participants with expiring CRP contracts of 14 years or less. Producers eligible for an
extension will receive a letter with more information.

CRP Grasslands

Additionally, FSA established new ranking criteria for CRP Grasslands. To guarantee all CRP
grasslands offers are treated equally, applicants who previously applied will be asked to reapply
using the new ranking criteria. Producers with pending applications will receive a letter providing the
options.
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LDP Applications
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LDP’s are available when the CCC-determined market repayment rate is below the commodity loan
rate. Currently, there are no commodities at LDP levels.

LDP’s are only available on a commodity after the commaodity is harvested, or sheared if wool or
mohair, or extracted if honey. Approved storage is not required for commodities to be eligible for
LDP. If an LDP payment is requested, a producer agrees to forego obtaining a loan on the same
quantity.

The CCC-633 EZ is a multi-part form. Page 1 is filed as an intention to request LDP benefits. It must
be filed each crop year and will cover all farms and commaodities in which a producer has an interest
for the 2018 crop year. Page 1 must be filed before beneficial interest is lost in the commodity and
before a request for payment is completed on pages 2-4. The current version of the form and the
only form accepted by CCC is dated March 28, 2014. The completion of page 1 does not cause a
producer to lose loan eligibility for the commodity. The option of obtaining a loan is maintained until
a quantity is requested on the page 2 or 4 payment request. Producers are encouraged to file a
CCC-633 EZ Page 1 for crop year 2018 when visiting the County Office to complete crop year 2018
acreage reports.
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Youth Loans

The Farm Service Agency makes loans to youth to establish and operate agricultural income-
producing projects in connection with 4-H clubs, FFA and other agricultural groups. Projects must
be planned and operated with the help of the organization advisor, produce sufficient income to
repay the loan and provide the youth with practical business and educational experience. The
maximum loan amount is $5000.

Youth Loan Eligibility Requirements:

e Be acitizen of the United States (which includes Puerto Rico, the Virgin Islands, Guam,

American Samoa, the Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands) or a legal resident

alien

Be 10 years to 20 years of age

Comply with FSA’s general eligibility requirements

Be unable to get a loan from other sources

Conduct a modest income-producing project in a supervised program of work as outlined

above

e Demonstrate capability of planning, managing and operating the project under guidance
and assistance from a project advisor.The project supervisor must recommend the youth
loan applicant, along with providing adequate supervision.

Stop by the county office for help preparing and processing the application forms.
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Emergency Assistance for Livestock, Honeybee, and Farm-
Raised Fish Program (ELAP)

The Emergency Assistance for Livestock, Honeybees and Farm-Raised Fish Program (ELAP)
provides emergency assistance to eligible livestock, honeybee, and farm-raised fish producers who
have losses due to disease, adverse weather or other conditions, such as blizzards and wildfires,
not covered by other agricultural disaster assistance programs.



Eligible livestock losses include grazing losses not covered under the Livestock Forage Disaster
Program (LFP), loss of purchased feed and/or mechanically harvested feed due to an eligible
adverse weather event, additional cost of transporting water because of an eligible drought and
additional cost associated with gathering livestock to treat for cattle tick fever.

Eligible honeybee losses include loss of purchased feed due to an eligible adverse weather event,
cost of additional feed purchased above normal quantities due to an eligible adverse weather
condition, colony losses in excess of hormal mortality due to an eligible weather event or loss
condition, including CCD, and hive losses due to eligible adverse weather.

Eligible farm-raised fish losses include death losses in excess of normal mortality and/or loss of
purchased feed due to an eligible adverse weather event.

Producers who suffer eligible livestock, honeybee, or farm-raised fish losses from Oct. 1, 2017 to
Sept. 30, 2018 must file:

e Anotice of loss the earlier of 30 calendar days of when the loss is apparent or by Nov. 1,
2018
e An application for payment by Nov. 1, 2018

The following ELAP Fact Sheets (by topic) are available online.
e ELAP for Farm-Raised Fish Fact Sheet
e ELAP for Livestock Fact Sheet
e ELAP for Honeybees Fact Sheet

To view these and other FSA program fact sheets, visit the FSA fact sheet web page at
www.fsa.usda.gov/factsheets.
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Commodity Loan Repayments

Outstanding commodity loans from crop year 2017 can be repaid at any time at principal plus
interest. If the sales proceeds are needed to repay the loan, a marketing authorization (CCC-681-1)
can be requested. The request can either be made in person or by telephone. The marketing
authorization allows for the selection of a delivery period to the buyer of either 15 or 30 calendar
days. Marketing Authorizations which are requested after loan maturity date are limited to a delivery
period of 15 days. All parties who signed the note are responsible for repaying the loan. If the buyer
does not repay the loan as required by the marketing authorization, CCC will make demand for
repayment on the producers who signed the note. Repayment of quantities delivered to the buyer
are required within 15 days of the expiration date of the marketing authorization.
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Transitioning Expiring CRP Land to Beginning, Veteran or
Underserved Farmers and Ranchers

Retired or retiring landowners or operators are encouraged to transition their Conservation Reserve
Program (CRP) acres to beginning, veteran or underserved farmers or ranchers through the
Transition Incentives Program (TIP). TIP provides annual rental payments to the retiring farmer for
up to two additional years after the CRP contract expires, provided the transition is not to a family
member.

Enrollment in TIP is on a continuous basis. Beginning, veteran or underserved farmers and
ranchers and retiring CRP participants may enroll in TIP beginning one year before the expiration
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date of the CRP contract or Aug. 15. For example, if a CRP contract is scheduled to expire on Sept.
30, 2018, the land may be offered for enroliment in TIP beginning Oct. 1, 2017, through Aug. 15,
2018. The Aug. 15 deadline allows the Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) time to
complete the TIP sustainable grazing or crop production conservation plans. The TIP application
must be submitted prior to completing the lease or sale of the affected lands.

New landowners or renters must return the land to production using sustainable grazing or farming
methods.

For more information on TIP, visit https://www.fsa.usda.gov/conservation.
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USDA Makes it Easier to Transfer Land to the Next Generation
of Farmers and Ranchers

Allows for Transfer of Certain Conservation Reserve Program Land to New Farmers; Provides
Priority Enrollment in Working Lands Conservation Programs

U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) is offering an early termination opportunity for certain
Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) contracts, making it easier to transfer property to the next
generation of farmers and ranchers, including family members. The land that is eligible for the early
termination is among the least environmentally sensitive land enrolled in CRP.

Normally if a landowner terminates a CRP contract early, they are required to repay all previous
payments plus interest. The new policy waives this repayment if the land is transferred to a
beginning farmer or rancher through a sale or lease with an option to buy. With CRP enrollment
close to the Congressionally-mandated cap of 24 million acres, the early termination will also allow
USDA to enroll other land with higher conservation value elsewhere.

Acres terminated early from CRP under these land tenure provisions will be eligible for priority
enrollment consideration into the CRP Grasslands, if eligible; or the Conservation Stewardship
Program or Environmental Quality Incentives Program, as determined by the Natural Resources
Conservation Service.

According to the Tenure, Ownership and Transition of Agricultural Land survey, conducted by
USDA in 2014, U.S. farmland owners expect to transfer 93 million acres to new ownership during
2015-2019. This represents 10 percent of all farmland across the nation. For more information
about CRP and to find out if your acreage is eligible for early contract termination, contact your local
Farm Service Agency (FSA) office or go online at www.fsa.usda.gov/crp.
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Calendar Deadlines

Important Upcoming Dates and Deadlines

Now through August 1, 2018 — 2018 ARC/PLC annual signup period

April 15 - August 1, 2018 — Primary nesting season in North Dakota

June 15- August 1, 2018 — County Committee Nomination Period

July 16, 2018 — Deadline to report your 2018 spring planted acreage

July 16, 2018 — ARC-IC Production Evidence

August 1, 2018 — ARC/PLC Sign Up Deadline

September 1, 2018 — 2019 NAP Application Closing Deadline for Floriculture

September 30, 2018 — 2019 NAP Application Closing Deadline for Rye, Rhubarb and Asparagus
November 15, 2018 — Acreage Reporting Deadline for 2019 Fall-Seeded small grains and
perennial forage
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November 15, 2018 — 2019 NAP Application Closing Deadline for Perennial Forage and Grazing
Crops, Hops, Juneberries and Aronia Berries

July 2018 Loan and Interest Rates

Commodity Loans —3.250%

Operating Loans — 3.875%

Farm Ownership and Conservation Loans — 4.125%
Farm Ownership-Joint Financing — 2.500%
Emergency - Amount of Actual Loss - 3.750%
Farm Ownership-Down Payment Loans — 1.500%
Farm Storage Facility Loan, 3-Year — 2.625%
Farm Storage Facility Loan, 5-Year — 2.750%
Farm Storage Facility Loan, 7-Year — 2.875%
Farm Storage Facility Loan, 10-Year — 2.875%
Farm Storage Facility Loan, 12-Year — 3.000%

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination,
write: USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400
Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer
Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users).
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