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It’s Harvest Time – Put Safety First  
Flowing grain in a storage bin or gravity-flow wagon is like 
quicksand — it can kill quickly. It takes less than five seconds for a 
person caught in flowing grain to be trapped.   

The mechanical operation of grain handling equipment also 
presents a real danger.  Augers, power take offs, and other moving 
parts can grab people or clothing. 

These hazards, along with pinch points and missing shields, are 
dangerous enough for adults; not to mention children.  It is always 
advisable to keep children a safe distance from operating farm 
equipment.  Always use extra caution when backing or 
maneuvering farm machinery.  Ensure everyone is visibly clear and 
accounted for before machinery is engaged. 

FSA wants all farmers to have a productive crop year and that 
begins with putting safety first. 

 
Be Prepared to Receive Payments 
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Important Dates 

The USDA Farm Service 
Agency (FSA) offices will be 
closed on Monday, October 
9, 2017 in observance of 
Columbus Day. 

Selected Interest Rates 
for September 2017  

• Farm Operating Loans — 
Direct – 2.875%  

• Farm Ownership Loans — 
Direct – 3.75% 

• Farm Ownership Loans — 
Direct Down Payment - 1.50%  

• Farm Storage Facility Loans 
(7 yr. term) - 2.125%  

• Commodity Loans – 2.250% 

Please contact your local FSA 
Office for questions specific to 
your operation or county. 

Filing CCC-941 Adjusted Gross Income (AGI) Certifications 

Many producers have experienced delays in receiving Agriculture 
Risk Coverage (ARC) and Price Loss Coverage (PLC) payments, 
Loan Deficiency Payments (LDPs) and Market Gains on Marketing 
Assistance Loans (MALs) because they have not filed form CCC-
941, Adjusted Gross Income Certification. LDPs will not be paid 
until all eligible producers, including landowners who share in the 
crop, have filed a valid CCC-941.   

Producers without a valid CCC-941 certifying their compliance with 
the average adjusted gross income provisions will not receive 
payments that have been processed. All farm 
operator/tenants/owners who have not filed a CCC-941 and have 
pending payments should IMMEDIATELY file the form with their 
recording county FSA office. Farm operators and tenants are 
encouraged to ensure that their landowners have filed the form.  

FSA can accept the CCC-941 for 2015, 2016 and 2017. Unlike the 
past, producers must have the CCC-941 certifying their AGI 
compliance before any payments can be issued. 

Changing Bank Accounts 

All FSA payments should be electronically transferred into your 
bank account. In order to make timely payments, you need to notify 
the office if you close your account or if your bank is purchased by 
another financial institution. Payments can be delayed if we are not 
aware of changes to account and routing numbers. 

 

 
Marketing Assistance Available for 2017 in Delaware 
The 2014 Farm Bill authorized 2014-2018 crop year Marketing Assistance Loans (MALs). 

MALs provide financing and marketing assistance for wheat, barley, corn and soybeans. MALs 
provide producers interim financing after harvest to help them meet cash flow needs without having 
to sell their commodities when market prices are typically at harvest-time lows.  

To be eligible for an MAL, producers must have a beneficial interest in the commodity, in addition to 
other requirements. A producer retains beneficial interest when control of and title to the commodity 
is maintained. For more information, producers should contact your local county office. 

Maintaining the Quality of Farm-Stored Loan Grain 

Bins are ideally designed to hold a level volume of grain. When bins are overfilled and grain is 
heaped up, airflow is hindered and the chance of spoilage increases. 

Producers who take out marketing assistance loans and use the farm-stored grain as collateral 
should remember that they are responsible for maintaining the quality of the grain through the term 
of the loan. 
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Unauthorized Disposition of Grain 

If loan grain has been disposed of through feeding, selling or any other form of disposal without 
prior written authorization from the county office staff, it is considered unauthorized disposition. The 
financial penalties for unauthorized dispositions are severe and a producer’s name will be placed on 
a loan violation list for a two-year period.  Always call before you haul any grain under loan. 

 
ARC/PLC Acreage Maintenance 
Producers enrolled in the Agriculture Risk Coverage (ARC) or Price Loss Coverage (PLC) programs 
must protect all cropland and noncropland acres on the farm from wind and water erosion and 
noxious weeds. Producers who sign ARC county or individual contracts and PLC contracts agree to 
effectively control noxious weeds on the farm according to sound agricultural practices.  If a 
producer fails to take necessary actions to correct a maintenance problem on a farm that is enrolled 
in ARC or PLC, the County Committee may elect to terminate the contract for the program year 

 
USDA Microloans Help Farmers Purchase Farmland and 
Improve Property 
Producers, Including Beginning and Underserved Farmers, Have a New Option to Gain Access to 
Land 

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) is offering farm ownership microloans, creating a new 
financing avenue for farmers to buy and improve property. These microloans are especially helpful 
to beginning or underserved farmers, U.S. veterans looking for a career in farming, and those who 
have small and mid-sized farming operations. 

The microloan program has been hugely successful, providing more than 16,800 low-interest loans, 
totaling over $373 million to producers across the country. Microloans have helped farmers and 
ranchers with operating costs, such as feed, fertilizer, tools, fencing, equipment, and living 
expenses since 2013. Seventy percent of loans have gone to new farmers. 

Now, microloans will be available to also help with farm land and building purchases, and soil and 
water conservation improvements. FSA designed the expanded program to simplify the application 
process, expand eligibility requirements and expedite smaller real estate loans to help farmers 
strengthen their operations. Microloans provide up to $50,000 to qualified producers, and can be 
issued to the applicant directly from the USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA). 

To learn more about the FSA microloan program visit www.fsa.usda.gov/microloans, or contact our 
Farm Loan Staff; Colleen Reed or Carrie Hudson at 302-856-3990 ext.2.  

 
USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination, 
write: USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 
Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer 
Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users). 
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