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Correction made to the New Caste, Kent and Sussex County - Eligible for Emergency Loans article 
removing the streamlined disaster designation process. 
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Sonny Perdue Sworn in as 31st U.S. 
Secretary of Agriculture 
Sonny Perdue was sworn in as the 31st U.S. Secretary of 
Agriculture by fellow Georgian and Associate Justice of 
the U.S. Supreme Court Clarence Thomas in a brief 
ceremony on April 25 at the Supreme Court building.  

Perdue grew up on a dairy and diversified row crop farm 
in Bonaire, Georgia. Being uniquely qualified as a former 
farmer, agribusinessman, veterinarian, state legislator and 
governor of Georgia, he has experienced the agriculture 
industry from every possible perspective throughout his 
life. 

As secretary, Perdue says he will champion the concerns 
of farmers, ranchers, foresters and producers, and will 
work tirelessly to solve the issues facing our farm 
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Selected Interest Rates for May 2017  

• Farm Operating Loans — Direct - 
3.0%  

• Farm Ownership Loans — Direct - 
4.00% 

• Farm Ownership Loans — Direct 
Down Payment - 1.50%  

• Farm Storage Facility Loans (7 yr. 
term) - 2.125%  

• Commodity Loans – 2.000% 

Important Dates 

The USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA) 
offices will be closed on Monday, May 
29th in observance of Memorial Day. 

Please contact your local FSA Office for 
questions specific to your operation or 
county.  

families.   

Perdue’s policies as U.S. Secretary of Agriculture will be 
guided by four principles which will inform his decisions. 
First, he will maximize the ability of the men and women 
of America’s agriculture and agribusiness sector to create 
jobs, to produce and sell the foods and fiber that feed and 
clothe the world, and to reap the earned reward of their 
labor. Second, he will prioritize customer service every 
day for American taxpayers and consumers. Third, as 
Americans expect a safe and secure food supply, USDA 
will continue to serve in the critical role of ensuring the 
food we put on the table to feed our families meets the 
strict safety standards we’ve established. And fourth, 
Perdue will always remember that America’s agricultural 
bounty comes directly from the land.   

For more information about Secretary Perdue, visit 
www.usda.gov.   

 
Breaking New Ground 
Agricultural producers are reminded to consult with FSA 
and NRCS before breaking out new ground for production 
purposes as doing so without prior authorization may put 
a producer’s federal farm program benefits in jeopardy. 
This is especially true for land that must meet Highly 
Erodible Land (HEL) and Wetland Conservation (WC) 
provisions.  

Producers with HEL determined soils are required to 
apply tillage, crop residue and rotational requirements as 
specified in their conservation plan.   

Producers should notify FSA as a first point of contact 
prior to conducting land clearing or drainage type projects 
to ensure the proposed actions meet compliance criteria 
such as clearing any trees to create new cropland, then 
these areas will need to be reviewed to ensure such work 
will not risk your eligibility for benefits.  

Landowners and operators complete the form AD-1026 - 
Highly Erodible Land Conservation (HELC) and Wetland 
Conservation (WC) Certification to identify the proposed 
action and allow FSA to determine whether a referral to 
Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) for 
further review is necessary.    

 

 
CRP Participants Must Maintain Approved Cover on Acreages 
Enrolled in CRP and Farm Programs 
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Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) participants are responsible for ensuring adequate, 
approved vegetative and practice cover is maintained to control erosion throughout the life of the 
contract after the practice has been established. Participants must also control undesirable 
vegetation, weeds (including noxious weeds), insects and rodents that may pose a threat to existing 
cover or adversely impact other landowners in the area. 

All CRP maintenance activities, such as mowing, burning, disking and spraying, must be conducted 
outside the primary nesting or brood rearing season for wildlife, which for Delaware is April 
15 through August 15. However, spot treatment of the acreage may be allowed during the primary 
nesting or brood rearing season if, left untreated, the weeds, insects or undesirable species would 
adversely impact the approved cover. In this instance, spot treatment is limited to the affected areas 
in the field and requires County Committee approval prior to beginning the spot treatment. The 
County Committee will consult with NRCS to determine if such activities are needed to maintain the 
approved cover. 

Annual mowing of CRP for generic weed control, or for cosmetic purposes, is prohibited at all times. 

Tree Assistance Program (TAP) Sign-up  
 

Orchardists and nursery tree growers who experience losses from natural disasters during calendar 
year 2017 must submit a TAP application either 90 calendar days after the disaster event or the 
date when the loss is apparent. TAP was authorized by the Agricultural Act of 2014 as a permanent 
disaster program. TAP provides financial assistance to qualifying orchardists and nursery tree 
growers to replant or rehabilitate eligible trees, bushes and vines damaged by natural disasters. 

Eligible tree types include trees, bushes or vines that produce an annual crop for commercial 
purposes. Nursery trees include ornamental, fruit, nut and Christmas trees that are produced for 
commercial sale. Trees used for pulp or timber are ineligible.  

To qualify for TAP, orchardists must suffer a qualifying tree, bush or vine loss in excess of 15 
percent mortality from an eligible natural disaster. The eligible trees, bushes or vines must have 
been owned when the natural disaster occurred; however, eligible growers are not required to own 
the land on which the eligible trees, bushes and vines were planted.  

If the TAP application is approved, the eligible trees, bushes and vines must be replaced within 12 
months from the date the application is approved. The cumulative total quantity of acres planted to 
trees, bushes or vines, for which a producer can receive TAP payments, cannot exceed 500 acres 
annually.  

 
New Castle, Kent and Sussex County - Eligible for Emergency 
Loans 
New Castle, Kent & Sussex County were declared a primary/contiguous disaster due to drought, 
June 1, 2016 - September 29, 2017 and Excessive Rain September 29, 2016 - October 10, 2017. 
Under this Secretarial Designation, producers with operations in any primary or contiguous county 
are eligible to apply for low interest emergency loans.  

Emergency loans help producers recover from production and physical losses due to drought, 
flooding and other natural disasters or quarantine.  



Producers have eight months from the date of the declaration to apply for emergency loan 
assistance. FSA will consider each loan application on its own merits, taking into account the extent 
of losses, security available and repayment ability. Producers can borrow up to 100 percent of 
actual production or physical losses, to a maximum amount of $500,000.  

For more information about emergency loans, please contact Colleen Reed or Carrie Hudson in the 
Sussex County Office, (302) 856-3990 ext.2. 

 
USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination, 
write: USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 
Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer 
Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users). 
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