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The Census of Agriculture is a Producer's 
Voice, Future, and Opportunity  
In December farmers and ranchers across the nation will receive 
the 2017 Census of Agriculture. Producers can mail in their 
completed census form, or respond online via the improved web 
questionnaire. The online questionnaire has been revised 
extensively to make it more convenient for producers.   

Conducted once every five years, the census of agriculture is a 
complete count of all U.S. farms, ranches, and those who operate 
them; it is the only source of uniform, comprehensive, and impartial 
agriculture data for every state and county in the nation.  

Farmers and ranchers, trade associations, government, extension 
educators, researchers, and many others rely on census of 
agriculture data when making decisions that shape American 
agriculture – from creating and funding farm programs to boosting 
services for communities and the industry. The census of 
agriculture is a producer's voice, future, and opportunity.  

http://links.govdelivery.com/track?type=click&enid=ZWFzPTEmbXNpZD0mYXVpZD0mbWFpbGluZ2lkPTIwMTcxMjE4LjgyNjM2MDExJm1lc3NhZ2VpZD1NREItUFJELUJVTC0yMDE3MTIxOC44MjYzNjAxMSZkYXRhYmFzZWlkPTEwMDEmc2VyaWFsPTE3MDE3NzgxJmVtYWlsaWQ9dGFtbXkuZm9yYWtlckBkZS51c2RhLmdvdiZ1c2VyaWQ9dGFtbXkuZm9yYWtlckBkZS51c2RhLmdvdiZ0YXJnZXRpZD0mZmw9JmV4dHJhPU11bHRpdmFyaWF0ZUlkPSYmJg==&&&100&&&https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/USFSA/bulletins/1cd196f
http://links.govdelivery.com/track?type=click&enid=ZWFzPTEmbXNpZD0mYXVpZD0mbWFpbGluZ2lkPTIwMTcxMjE4LjgyNjM2MDExJm1lc3NhZ2VpZD1NREItUFJELUJVTC0yMDE3MTIxOC44MjYzNjAxMSZkYXRhYmFzZWlkPTEwMDEmc2VyaWFsPTE3MDE3NzgxJmVtYWlsaWQ9dGFtbXkuZm9yYWtlckBkZS51c2RhLmdvdiZ1c2VyaWQ9dGFtbXkuZm9yYWtlckBkZS51c2RhLmdvdiZ0YXJnZXRpZD0mZmw9JmV4dHJhPU11bHRpdmFyaWF0ZUlkPSYmJg==&&&101&&&http://www.fsa.usda.gov/FSA/stateoffapp?mystate=de&area=home&subject=landing&topic=landing


Important Dates 

The USDA Farm Service 
Agency (FSA) offices will be 
closed on Monday, 
December 25, 2017 in 
observance of Christmas and 
closed on Monday, January 
1, 2018 in observance of New 
Year’s Day. 

Please contact your local FSA 
Office for questions specific to 
your operation or county. 

Selected Interest Rates 
for December 2017  

• Farm Operating Loans — 
Direct – 2.875%  

• Farm Ownership Loans — 
Direct – 3.750% 

• Farm Ownership Loans — 
Direct Down Payment - 1.50%  

• Farm Storage Facility Loans 
(7 yr. term) - 2.250%  

• Commodity Loans – 2.5% 

  

For more information about the 2017 Census of Agriculture, visit 
www.agcensus.usda.gov or call (800) 727-9540. 

 

Filing CCC-941 Adjusted Gross Income 
(AGI) Certifications 
Many producers have experienced delays in receiving Agriculture 
Risk Coverage (ARC) and Price Loss Coverage (PLC) payments, 
Loan Deficiency Payments (LDPs) and Market Gains on Marketing 
Assistance Loans (MALs) because they have not filed form CCC-
941, Adjusted Gross Income Certification. LDPs will not be paid 
until all eligible producers, including landowners who share in the 
crop, have filed a valid CCC-941.   

Producers without a valid CCC-941 certifying their compliance with 
the average adjusted gross income provisions will not receive 
payments that have been processed. All farm 
operator/tenants/owners who have not filed a CCC-941 and have 
pending payments should IMMEDIATELY file the form with their 
recording county FSA office. Farm operators and tenants are 
encouraged to ensure that their landowners have filed the form. 
FSA has been issuing 2016 ARC/PLC payments and 2017 CRP 
payments.  

FSA can accept the CCC-941 for 2015, 2016, 2017 and 2018. 
Unlike the past, producers must have the CCC-941 certifying their 
AGI compliance before any payments can be issued. 

 

 

Breaking New Ground 
Agricultural producers are reminded to consult with FSA and NRCS before breaking out new ground 
for production purposes as doing so without prior authorization may put a producer’s federal farm 
program benefits in jeopardy. This is especially true for land that must meet Highly Erodible Land 
(HEL) and Wetland Conservation (WC) provisions.  

Producers with HEL determined soils are required to apply tillage, crop residue and rotational 
requirements as specified in their conservation plan.   

Producers should notify FSA as a first point of contact prior to conducting land clearing or drainage 
type projects to ensure the proposed actions meet compliance criteria such as clearing any trees to 
create new cropland, then these areas will need to be reviewed to ensure such work will not risk 
your eligibility for benefits.  

Landowners and operators complete the form AD-1026 - Highly Erodible Land Conservation 
(HELC) and Wetland Conservation (WC) Certification to identify the proposed action and allow FSA 

http://links.govdelivery.com/track?type=click&enid=ZWFzPTEmbXNpZD0mYXVpZD0mbWFpbGluZ2lkPTIwMTcxMjE4LjgyNjM2MDExJm1lc3NhZ2VpZD1NREItUFJELUJVTC0yMDE3MTIxOC44MjYzNjAxMSZkYXRhYmFzZWlkPTEwMDEmc2VyaWFsPTE3MDE3NzgxJmVtYWlsaWQ9dGFtbXkuZm9yYWtlckBkZS51c2RhLmdvdiZ1c2VyaWQ9dGFtbXkuZm9yYWtlckBkZS51c2RhLmdvdiZ0YXJnZXRpZD0mZmw9JmV4dHJhPU11bHRpdmFyaWF0ZUlkPSYmJg==&&&102&&&http://offices.sc.egov.usda.gov/locator/app?state=de&agency=fsa
http://links.govdelivery.com/track?type=click&enid=ZWFzPTEmbXNpZD0mYXVpZD0mbWFpbGluZ2lkPTIwMTcxMjE4LjgyNjM2MDExJm1lc3NhZ2VpZD1NREItUFJELUJVTC0yMDE3MTIxOC44MjYzNjAxMSZkYXRhYmFzZWlkPTEwMDEmc2VyaWFsPTE3MDE3NzgxJmVtYWlsaWQ9dGFtbXkuZm9yYWtlckBkZS51c2RhLmdvdiZ1c2VyaWQ9dGFtbXkuZm9yYWtlckBkZS51c2RhLmdvdiZ0YXJnZXRpZD0mZmw9JmV4dHJhPU11bHRpdmFyaWF0ZUlkPSYmJg==&&&102&&&http://offices.sc.egov.usda.gov/locator/app?state=de&agency=fsa
http://links.govdelivery.com/track?type=click&enid=ZWFzPTEmbXNpZD0mYXVpZD0mbWFpbGluZ2lkPTIwMTcxMjE4LjgyNjM2MDExJm1lc3NhZ2VpZD1NREItUFJELUJVTC0yMDE3MTIxOC44MjYzNjAxMSZkYXRhYmFzZWlkPTEwMDEmc2VyaWFsPTE3MDE3NzgxJmVtYWlsaWQ9dGFtbXkuZm9yYWtlckBkZS51c2RhLmdvdiZ1c2VyaWQ9dGFtbXkuZm9yYWtlckBkZS51c2RhLmdvdiZ0YXJnZXRpZD0mZmw9JmV4dHJhPU11bHRpdmFyaWF0ZUlkPSYmJg==&&&103&&&http://www.agcensus.usda.gov/


to determine whether a referral to Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) for further 
review is necessary.    

 

Environmental Review Required Before Project 
Implementation  
The National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) requires Federal agencies to consider all potential 
environmental impacts for federally-funded projects before the project is approved.  

For all Farm Service Agency (FSA) programs, an environmental review must be completed before 
actions are approved, such as site preparation or ground disturbance. These programs include, but 
are not limited to, the Emergency Conservation Program (ECP), Farm Storage Facility Loan 
(FSFL) program and farm loans. If project implementation begins before FSA has completed an 
environmental review, this will result in a denial of the request. There are exceptions regarding the 
Stafford Act and emergencies. It is important to wait until you receive written approval of your 
project proposal before starting any actions, including, but not limited to, vegetation clearing, site 
preparation or ground disturbance.  

Remember to contact your local FSA office early in your planning process to determine what level of 
environmental review is required for your program application so that it can be completed timely.  

Applications cannot be approved contingent upon the completion of an environmental review. FSA 
must have copies of all permits and plans before an application can be approved. 

 

USDA Microloans Help Farmers Purchase Farmland and 
Improve Property 
Producers, Including Beginning and Underserved Farmers, Have a New Option to Gain Access to 
Land 

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) is offering farm ownership microloans, creating a new 
financing avenue for farmers to buy and improve property. These microloans are especially helpful 
to beginning or underserved farmers, U.S. veterans looking for a career in farming, and those who 
have small and mid-sized farming operations. 

The microloan program has been hugely successful, providing more than 16,800 low-interest loans, 
totaling over $373 million to producers across the country. Microloans have helped farmers and 
ranchers with operating costs, such as feed, fertilizer, tools, fencing, equipment, and living 
expenses since 2013. Seventy percent of loans have gone to new farmers. 

Now, microloans will be available to also help with farm land and building purchases, and soil and 
water conservation improvements. FSA designed the expanded program to simplify the application 
process, expand eligibility requirements and expedite smaller real estate loans to help farmers 
strengthen their operations. Microloans provide up to $50,000 to qualified producers, and can be 
issued to the applicant directly from the USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA). 

To learn more about the FSA microloan program visit www.fsa.usda.gov/microloans, or contact your 
local FSA office.  

http://links.govdelivery.com/track?type=click&enid=ZWFzPTEmbXNpZD0mYXVpZD0mbWFpbGluZ2lkPTIwMTcxMjE4LjgyNjM2MDExJm1lc3NhZ2VpZD1NREItUFJELUJVTC0yMDE3MTIxOC44MjYzNjAxMSZkYXRhYmFzZWlkPTEwMDEmc2VyaWFsPTE3MDE3NzgxJmVtYWlsaWQ9dGFtbXkuZm9yYWtlckBkZS51c2RhLmdvdiZ1c2VyaWQ9dGFtbXkuZm9yYWtlckBkZS51c2RhLmdvdiZ0YXJnZXRpZD0mZmw9JmV4dHJhPU11bHRpdmFyaWF0ZUlkPSYmJg==&&&104&&&http://www.fsa.usda.gov/microloans


 
USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination, 
write: USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 
Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer 
Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users). 
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