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Payment Limitations by Program 
The 2014 Farm Bill established a maximum dollar amount 
for each program that can be received annually, directly 
or indirectly, by each person or legal entity. Payment 
limitations vary by program for 2014 through 2018.  
Below is an overview of payment limitations by program.  
 
Commodity and Price Support Programs 
The annual limitation for the Agriculture Risk Coverage 
(ARC) and Price Loss Coverage (PLC) programs, Loan 
Deficiency Payments (LDPs) and Market Loan Gains is 
$125,000 each.  
 
Conservation Programs 
The Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) annual rental 
payment and incentive payment is limited to $50,000. 
CRP contracts approved before Oct. 1, 2008, may 
exceed the limitation, subject to payment limitation rules 
in effect on the date of contract approval.  
The Emergency Conservation Program (ECP) has an 
annual limit of $200,000 per disaster event. The 
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(Open) 

Please contact your local FSA Office for 
questions specific to your operation or 
county.  

  

Emergency Forest Restoration Program (EFRP) has an 
annual limit of $500,000 per disaster event.  
 
Disaster Assistance Programs 
The annual limitation of $125,000 applies to the 
Emergency Assistance for Livestock, Honeybees and 
Farm-Raised Fish Program (ELAP), Livestock Forage 
Disaster Program (LFP), Livestock Indemnity Program 
(LIP), Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program 
(NAP) and Tree Assistance Program (TAP). The total 
payments received under ELAP, LFP and LIP may not 
exceed $125,000. A separate limitation applies to TAP 
payments.  
Payment limitations also apply to Natural Resources 
Conservation Service (NRCS) programs. Contact your 
local NRCS office more information. 

 
Farmers to Receive Documentation 
of USDA Services 
Farm Service Agency (FSA) reminds agricultural 
producers that FSA provides a receipt to customers who 
request or receive assistance or information on FSA 
programs. 

The 2014 Farm Bill requires a customer receipt to be 
issued for any agricultural program assistance requested 
from FSA, the National Resources Conservation Service 
(NRCS) and Rural Development (RD). Receipts include 
the date, summary of the visit and any agricultural 
information, program and/or loan assistance provided to 
an individual or entity. Electronic receipts for acreage 
reports began on Aug. 1, 2016.  

A service is any information, program or loan assistance 
provided whether through a visit, email, fax or letter.  

 

 
FSAfarm+, FSA’s Customer Self-Service Portal 
The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) Farm Service Agency (FSA) has launched a new tool to 
provide farmers and ranchers with remote access to their personal farm information using their home 
computers. Farmers and ranchers can now view, print or export their personal farm data all without 
visiting an FSA county office. 

The program, known as FSAfarm+, provides you with secure access to view your personal FSA 
data, such as base and yields, Conservation Reserve Program data, other conservation program 
acreage, Highly Erodible Land Conservation and Wetland Conservation status information, field 
boundaries, farm imagery, name and address details, contact information and membership interest 
and shares in the operation. This data will be available in real time, at no cost to the producer and 
allow operators and owners to export and print farm records, including maps. Producers also can 
electronically share their data with a crop insurance agent from their own personal computer. 
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Farm operators and owners first will need “Level 2 eAuthentication” to access the webportal. This 
level of security ensures that personal information is protected for each user. Level 2 access can be 
obtained by going to www.eauth.usda.gov, completing the required information and then visiting your 
local FSA office to finalize access. 

Foreign Buyers Notification  
The Agricultural Foreign Investment Disclosure Act (AFIDA) requires all foreign owners of U.S. 
agricultural land to report their holdings to the Secretary of Agriculture. The Farm Service Agency 
administers this program for USDA.  

All individuals who are not U.S. citizens, and have purchased or sold agricultural land in the county 
are required to report the transaction to FSA with 90 days of the closing. Failure to submit the AFIDA 
form (FSA-153) could result in civil penalties of up to 25 percent of the fair market value of the 
property. County government offices, Realtors, attorneys and others involved in real estate 
transactions are reminded to notify foreign investors of these reporting requirements.   

Maintaining Good Credit History 
 
Farm Service Agency (FSA) Farm Loan programs require that applicants have a satisfactory credit 
history. A credit report is requested for all FSA direct farm loan applicants. These reports are 
reviewed to verify outstanding debts, if bills are paid timely and to determine the impact on cash flow.  
Information found on a customer’s credit report is strictly confidential and is used only as an aid in 
conducting FSA business. 
Our farm loan staff will discuss options with you if you have an unfavorable credit report and will 
provide a copy of your report. If you dispute the accuracy of the information on the credit report, it is 
up to you to contact the issuing credit report company to resolve any errors or inaccuracies. 
 
There are multiple ways to remedy an unfavorable credit score.  

• Make sure to pay bills on time. Setting up automatic payments or automated reminders can 
be an effective way to remember payment due dates. 

• Pay down existing debt. 
• Keep your credit card balances low. 
• Avoid suddenly opening or closing existing credit accounts. 

 
FSA’s farm loan staff will guide you through the process, which may require you to reapply for a loan 
after improving or correcting your credit report.

 
USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination, 
write: USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 
Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer 
Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users). 
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